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Fall 2026 / Ordinary Time 

The Visitor 

 

 

Dear Reader, 
 

We had a busy summer at Christ Church! 
In addition to the debut of the new live 
stream system in the Chapel, other 
infrastructure, maintenance, and 
program activities were full-steam 
ahead: new front steps (look for a 
Blessing of the Steps to come!); new 
chapel roof; parking lot resurfaced and 
repainted (the town paid for this); 
carpets cleaned, floors waxed; elevator 
inspected; Community Gallery repainted; 
guest preachers preached; Popsicles and 
Praise, and Campfire Compline enjoyed. 
And of course, each Sunday, we 
worshipped and had fellowship together 
as part of the one Body of Christ, seeking 
to love God and neighbor as Jesus 
teaches. 
 

Anticipating our shift into our program 
year with its different rhythms, we look 
forward to the regathering of the Church 

School and the beginning of Bird’s 
transition to a new schedule; another 
year of Wednesday Bible Study; the 
return to our 8:15am and 10am worship 
schedule; the inauguration of a new 
Confirmation Cohort and the opportunity 
to pray for them; another Braver Angels 
depolarization opportunity in 
anticipation of the fall mid-term 
elections; an easier way to sign up to 
assist with worship services; and annual 
Stewardship Appeal beginning on 
October 24 (Founders’ Day) and so much 
more. 
 

I look forward to regathering in Christ as 
our summer peregrinations taper off into 
the more settled rhythms of the fall. 
 

Faithfully yours, 
 

Nick 

Time to Regather 

  

Program Year Worship 
Returns 
 

Sunday, September 13th 
 

8:15am in the Chapel 
10:00am in the Main Church and 
online 
 

• Blessing of the Backpacks/
Briefcases 10am 

• Church School Registration 
 

Sunday, September 20 
 

• Church School Begins 

The new steps and walkway have been 
completed and they are beautiful! See 
page 9 for all the details. 
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 Message from Tedi Eaton,  
Co-Warden 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

As we head into the Fall 2026 season 
with the return to school, the return to 
program year worship schedule on 
September 13 with an 8:15am service 
in the Chapel and a 10am service in the 
Main Church, as well as the startup of 
the many committees and activities for 
many of us, I would just like to thank 
Joe Sweeney, property chair, and Janet 
Haines, co-Warden, of the Building for 
Today and Tomorrow (BTT) Steps 

Committee for their diligent work on the front steps which are 
now completed. I believe the next several projects will include 
landscaping the front section of the church and the 
replacement of the chapel roof which I understand will already 
be in process when you receive  this month’s Visitor. Thanks 
also to Woody Hughes, facilities manager, for coordination of 
all these projects. And thank you to all who made campaign 
commitments to make the steps possible. 
  

Also, the Chapel livestreaming became official early this 
summer and has become a Sunday norm for many who cannot 
attend in person every week. We are making progress with 
every step. 
 

I would also like to mention a couple of summer obstacles 
while Nick was on vacation that I thought might get me fired as 
Warden! But someone upstairs was looking out for me!  One 
Saturday in June a text came in from the supply priest at 4pm 
on Saturday afternoon. She was unable to serve on Sunday 
because a member of her family was seriously ill. In panic 
mode I tried to figure out how to obtain a last-minute supply 
person to no avail. But the light dawned and our faithful Annie 
Russell came to the rescue, preaching and presiding for the 
second time in June. Annie didn’t hesitate to fill in at the very 
last minute. Thank you, Annie!  You were a lifesaver for two 
Sundays in June. She deserves a huge round of applause! 
 

The second obstacle occurred when Mary Katherine called late 
Saturday afternoon to say her fight home from Florida was 
delayed and she didn’t know if she would get to church on 
Sunday. My first instinct was to contact our beloved supply 
person Charlie Kanelos, but Mary Katherine was concerned 
that he likes to be prepared, and she hoped to be in the Chapel 
by 9:30am. And me of little faith! She was on time as usual with 
only a few hours of sleep. Thank you, Mary Katherine. 
Somehow you made it work! There were several more 
problems that were resolved and I was truly glad to see our 
leader return at the end of June. 
 

I continue to encourage Parish members to join us on a 
Sunday or two for either the 8:15am or 10:00am service. The 
organist and choir are wonderful, Nick’s sermons are 
thoughtful and meaningful, and coffee hour is a time of 
socializing. And if you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me here.  Thank you.  Tedi 

Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden 

Dear Families – Welcome Back and Happy New 
Beginnings! 
 

While I’m sure your minds are all on the 
rhythms of the new school year, I’m looking 
ahead to a very special fall, one in which 
something a bit unusual will happen. This fall, 
the Feasts of St. Francis, St. Nicholas, and St. 
Lucy, as well as All Saints Day all actually fall on 
Sundays! If you’re a church nerd like me, this is 
uniquely delightful. 
 

Of course, in addition to these traditional 
celebrations, this fall we’ll reprise some 
programs started over the past program year, 
including a few sessions of our Faithful Families 
breakfast program, an opportunity for acolytes 
to refresh their training and for new acolytes to 
join the Sacred Order of Acolytes, and some 
special coffee hour programs for some of those 
above-named feasts. We’ll also have a 
Confirmation class gathering again beginning 
this fall, led as always by Kevin Ruddy, who is so 
gifted with our youth. 
 
I want to offer a note on my upcoming 
relocation, as I know there has been some 
conversation and questions. As many of you 
know, my household isn’t in the back to school 
shuffle this year, as my wife graduated from 
veterinary school this past spring. She’s now 
practicing community medicine full-time out of 
North Brookfield and Springfield and we are 
planning to move further west than our current 
Worcester location by the end of 2026. 
 

As of right now, this means that my life here 
with you all at Christ Church will begin to look 
different; my hope is to have a robust winter/
spring schedule to you as soon as possible so 
that you know what Sundays I’ll be onsite. After 
4 full years serving alongside so many 
extraordinary folks here at Christ Church, 
particularly Patty Smith and Diane Gaitley in 
the Godly Play program, I have confidence that 
our children’s programs can continue to thrive 
without my weekly 
presence. I’m happy to 
answer questions as they 
arrive and I ask your 
prayers for these programs 
and everyone involved in 
them. 

 

Peace, 
Bird 

 

Bird Treacy, 
Children’s Programming  

Coordinator  

A Note from Bird Treacy, 
Children’s Programming Coordinator 

mailto:Tedib@verzon.net
mailto:children@ccneedham.org
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 Treasurer's Report, submitted by Philip Ladd 
The Church’s finances continue to be in good order. 
Operating accounts (for day to day expenses) in Citizens 
have a total of $152,605, with $133,000 allocated to a 
money market fund earning interest. Capital accounts 
(for major building projects and repairs) in Needham 
Bank total $232,243 (much higher than normal due to a 
recent and very generous gift of over $190,000 from a 
parishioner), plus $164,250 invested in an interest 
bearing money market account, for a total of $396,493. 
 

As of July 31st we had paid $80,000 towards the work on 
the new front steps, and additional checks have been 
written this month. There have been some 
unanticipated expenses for railings and other work, and 
as I write I’m not sure what the final charge for this 
project will be. The bills for the new roof will also be due 
soon. It will likely be a few weeks until we have the exact 
costs for these two major projects, and Vestry has yet to 
decide how to allocate the $190,000 gift, but I expect to 
still have a positive capital reserve balance. 
 

We continue to show an operating surplus year-to-date 
that is higher than expected. Pledge income is well 
ahead of budget, as is income from regular operating 
support. Expenses are below budget in all general 
categories except for Property, where higher heating 
and snow removal costs have us about $6000 over 
budget. Overall expenses were $366,146, compared to a 
budgeted number of $393,198. 
 

I was able to obtain a reduction in 
our Diocesan assessment of over 
$6000, due to an error in the report 
we filed last year. The Audit is 
complete, has been approved by the 
Vestry, and has been filed with the 
Diocese. While Auditors always 
come up with some 
recommendations, the Finance 
Committee was not concerned with 
anything that was suggested and we are in the process 
of ensuring compliance. 
 

The head of our Investment Committee, Dave Borah, 
provided Vestry with a comprehensive review of our 
endowment investments and has recommended we stay 
the course with our current managers and asset 
allocation. As of 6/30/26 we had just under $2,940,000 in 
our donor-restricted and unrestricted endowment 
accounts. 
 

Our beloved church is truly blessed to have the generous 
financial support of so many parishioners, both for our 
annual and capital expenses.   Having our financial 
house in such good order makes my job much easier, 
and I am deeply appreciative of everyone’s 
contributions, financial and otherwise. 
 

Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any 
questions or concerns. .    ~ Philip pladd51@gmail.com 

Philip Ladd 

As the summer meanders its way into fall, I inevitably 
begin to think about things I didn’t accomplish over the 
summer: trips, movies, concerts, projects, chores, even 
simple puttering; (neglecting, of course, to luxuriate in 
and appreciate all the amazing things I did do and 
people I enjoyed!) 
 

And so, looking for some comfort, I pulled off the shelf a 
book that I read a few years ago called Four Thousand 
Weeks: Time Management for Mortals, by Oliver 
Burkeman. The title contains the assumption that, if you 
live to be eighty, you have just over four thousand weeks 
in your life. 
 

Once we accept our mortal finitude, we can stop beating 
ourselves up for not being more “efficient” (we’re not 
machines) or for not “making more time” (as if) for what 
matters. 
 

Burkeman reminded me that we have no choice but to 
live in each moment; “trying” to live in the moment is 
redundant and stressful. Our Scriptures have something 
to say about living in the moment. 
 

In the Hebrew Bible lesson on a recent Sunday, we see 
Moses living in the moment, not trying to live in it, 
paying attention to what was right in front of him.  He 
was tending to his father-in-law’s sheep, having taken 

them “beyond the wilderness,” when he noticed a most 
unusual sight: a bush that appeared to be on fire but 
which was not burning up. 
 

Rather than hurry on with his business, he said to 
himself, "I must turn aside and look at this great sight.” 
 

And he was rewarded with an encounter with the living 
God. 
 

I can’t speak for you, but often I am in too much of a 
hurry to notice what or who is right in front of me. 
 

My prayer is to be more like Moses, encountering the 
living God wherever I am. 
 

The English poet Elizabeth Barret Browning wrote these 
lines in 1856 in her poem Aurora Leigh: 

Earth's crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush afire with God; 
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes— 
The rest sit round it and pick blackberries. 
 

Nothing wrong with eating blackberries! But I want to be 
ready to take off my shoes. 
 

As we move into the fall, may each of us be blessed with 
the gift of being present to the moment at hand, paying 
attention to what God has in store for us.  Peace, Nick  

Living In The Present, Rev. Nick 

mailto:pladd51@gmail.com
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September 13:  
Church School Registration and 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

September 20:  
Church School Begins (All Ages) 
 

September 27:   
Faithful Families at 9:15am in 
UPH 
Church School (PreK-Gr. 3) 
 

October 4:   
Church School (All Ages) 
Feast of St. Francis, Blessing of 
the Pets 
 

October 11:   
Church School (PreK-Gr. 3) 
 

October 18:   
Church School (All Ages) 
 

October 25:   
Church School (PreK-Gr. 3) 

November 1:  
All Saints Day, Faithful Families 
at 9:15am in UPH: Church 
School (PreK-Gr. 3) 
 

November 3:   
Acolyte Training 
 

November 8:   
Church School (All Ages) 
 

November 15:   
Church School (PreK-Gr. 3) 
 

November 22: 
Church School (All Ages) 
 

November 29:   
Church School (PreK-Gr. 3) 
Advent Wreath Making & Tree 
Lighting 

Intercessory Prayer, Submitted by Claudia Yapp 

"I am so very touched by your letter to me. 
Thank you for your love and for your 
prayers. I am in much need of both." 
 
To understand the "work" of the 
Intercessory Prayer Group, we must first 
understand that the word "work" is the 
wrong word. Better words are: stillness, 
rest, presence, discovery, relationship. 
 
I think it helps hugely to remember, as 
Jesus and Paul always remind us, that it is 
not we who do things, but God in 
relationship with us who is doing. He 
often does, not what we expect, but 
different and better than we can imagine 
from our limited perspective. It takes 
pressure off and avoids burnout from the 
mistaken idea that we do anything. When 
there were 5000 plus people to feed, Jesus 
didn't say, "Well what are you going to 
do?!" The disciples were already whining 
about not having enough money and town 
being too far away. Jesus said, "What have 
you got?" and then he said, "Give it to me 

[God]." So they gave the tiny thing that 
was theirs to give—a couple of dried fish 
and rolls—to Jesus [God] and God did the 
doing—with baskets of food in excess! 
 
The key part of this relationship is giving 
our little self completely to God—no 
strings, no control, no specified 
outcomes—so God can do, with our little 
offering—time, energy, talent, love—as 
God sees fit. 
 
That is why intercessory prayer transforms 
us. That is why service in the margins 
transforms us. We do not change others, 
but we show up to see and listen deeply, 
to open our hearts to those who suffer. We 
give ourselves to God whose joy it is to 
love all of us, and God’s joy bursts forth. 
 

With awe for and thanks to our ever 
present,  

ever loving God. 
Claudia claudiayapp@gmail.com 

Fall Children’s Programming 

mailto:claudiayapp@gmail.com
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A message from Mary-Katherine Fletcher, 
Minister of Music 
No one loves summer more than I do, but if I had to choose a 
second favorite time of year, it would be fall. I love fall baking, 
fall fashion, the crisp autumn air, and the start of all the 
activities and things that paused for the summer months. And 
speaking of the start of activities, our church choir is back to 
work on Thursday, September 10, and I would like to extend an 
open invitation to anyone who might want to join us this choral 
year! 
 
There are no registration, no long-term commitments, and no 
prior experience required. Whether you sang in school, sang in 
community groups, or have only ever sung in the shower, our 
choir, a combination of professionals and volunteers, is a 
warm, welcoming group that will be thrilled to have you join 
us. We rehearse Thursday nights at 7pm and before the start of 
service on Sundays at 9am. Even if you can’t make all the 
rehearsals, or all the Sundays of the choral year, please reach 
out! Or, if you know someone who loves to sing, ask them to 
reach out!  
 
Also coming up in the music ministry, we have a number of 
events planned for you to enjoy. I will open our fall concert 
series with an organ concert celebrating the diversity of 
America on Sunday, September 27 at 3pm. On October 25, we 
will celebrate Founders Day with a solo piano concert by DJ 
Cleavinger, appropriately titled “Fanfare for the Founders,” 
and on November 15, our choir will present Dan Forrest’s 
achingly beautiful Requiem for the Living. All events will be 
offered with no admission and will be followed by a light 

reception. I hope you will mark your 
calendars and help spread the word! 
 

Happy fall, y’all! 
 

Mary-Katherine Fletcher 

♪♪♪ 

 

Mary- Katherine Fletcher, 
Minister of Music 

left to right: Becca Bly, Lisa Fletcher, Dani Shevchenko, Bo Shevchenko, Alex Pesa, Mark Anderson, Vee Crider, Thai Johnson, Tristen Fuller, 
Phil Crider, Leo Balkovetz, Sarah Molina, MaryAnn Ryan, Katie Cloutier, RoseMary Fletcher 
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 Greetings from The 
Community Art Gallery 

 Knitting Ministry will start up again on Monday, September 
14th at 10am in the Memorial Room. We will meet on the 
second Monday of every month. All skill levels are welcome. 
Hope to see some familiar and new faces! 

 

Bea Dagdigian & the Knitting Ministry didge@verizon.net 

Knitting Ministry 

 

The men’s prayer group continued over the summer over 
Zoom, 8-9:00am. We are always accepting and open to new 
men who are curious about how to make sense of Scripture and 
its application in our lives. On average we had about five to six 
curious souls in attendance, with as many as eight. Rev. Nick is 
our host and helps us deepen our understanding of both 
historical context and cultural dynamics of Jesus' time. We read 
scripture in the style of Lectio Divina (Latin for “Divine 
Reading"), which is a traditional monastic practice of scriptural 
reading, meditation and prayer that is intended to promote 
communion with God and to increase the knowledge of God's 
word.  
 

Please consider joining us as we love the opportunity to 
welcome new members for fellowship and study. 
 

Blessings, John Carr  johncarr268@gmail.com 

Men’s Prayer Group 

 

Braver Angels Sunday 
School is Back 
 

Nick will be offering Braver Angels Sunday School again—a 
four session course offering a Christian response to political 
polarization. If you haven’t done it before, join us. If you have 
done it before, refresh your skills and understanding, and gain 
strength from the community to stay faithful to them. It takes 
about 45 minutes after church. We’ll meet after 10am worship 
on September 27, October 4, October 11, and October 18.  
 

For more information, email nick nick@ccneedham.org 

Carol Patch’s beautiful 
artwork adorns Upper Parish 
Hall this month.  
 

The Language of Words 
After a long, rewarding career in 
advertising, I decided that it was time to 
retire.  I had thoroughly enjoyed writing for 
television, radio, newspapers, and 
brochures.  I had used wonderful, witty 
words to create images, tell stories, solve 
marketing problem, motivate, inspire, and 
entertain.  What fun!  So when my days 
didn’t start at the keys of my laptop 
anymore, I realized how much I missed 
language. 
 

The Language of Color 
On a creative whim one day, I picked up a 
paintbrush.  Remarkably, the joy returned – 
with brush instead of pen and a palette of 
colors instead of black ink.  It was a 
different language.  But it was exciting!  As 
you can see, I’ve explored many different 
styles.  I don’t have a “signature” because 
variety is exciting. 
 
A friend of mine who has been painting a 
lot longer than I and graduated with true 
artist “credentials” from Rhode Island 
School of Design, told me recently that I do, 
in fact, have a style.  She said, “Carol, 
you’re a “colorist.”  (I admit, I had to look it 
up.)  A colorist is defined as “an artist or 
designer who uses color in a special or 
skillful way.”  I was flattered, and delighted 
to discover that I still have a voice, and 
color is my new language. 
 

I hope my work “speaks” to you. 
 

~ Carol Patch 
 

40% of proceeds supports  
St. Jude Children’s Hospital 

mailto:didge@verizon.net
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logos_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logos_(Christianity)
mailto:johncarr268@gmail.com
mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
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MANNA Monday 
Lunch Program 
Submitted by Lindsay Guerriere 
and Barbara Hurley 

MANNA continues its critical mission 
of providing a warm and healthy meal 
for the MANNA community at our 
Cathedral in Boston on the second 
Monday of the month. We are in need 
of NEW volunteers to donate/prepare 
food or drive into the city. The Sign-up 
Genius is available on the church 
website to sign up for various food 
items.  Please contact Barbara Hurley 
or Lindsay Guerriere for any 
questions.  
 
Nick our pastor has joined the team of 
clergy who celebrate the Eucharist 
following the Monday lunch. Christie 
Towers continues to serve as MANNA 
Program Director. A small group of 
CCN parishioners attend the luncheon 
in person on our designated Monday 
and assist with serving the meal. It is a 
fun and rewarding experience and 
provides an opportunity to interact 
directly with the lunch attendees. 
Please reach out to Lindsay Guerriere 
if you would like to join the CCN 
group.  Thank you for your generous 
support throughout the year. 
 

Peace, Barbara and Lindsay,  
Co-Ministry Heads 

It’s a way to love our neighbor 
by ensuring that we all have 

access to food!  

Update from St. Luc’s School, Lasile, 
Haiti 
 

St Luc’s concluded its 2025-2026 academic year in June 2026, with 16 
sixth graders completing the year.  Total enrollment including pre-K 
was 107.  For this year, Haiti’s education ministry strongly urged the 
school to increase its staff so that each teacher only teaches one grade.   
The school has made most of this adjustment, with plans to add one 
more teacher for the 2027-2028 academic year. The staff below are all 
planning to resume teaching this month.  
 

In late 2025, Father Kerwin Delicat succeeded Father Milor as the 
clergyperson responsible for the parish of St. Luc.  Christ Church’s Haiti 
Council has met with him virtually, with regular communications on 
finances and enrollment.  We have arranged for music instruction to 
continue using funds from the recent jazz concerts held at Christ 
Church.  
 
Father Delicat reports that although there is widespread continuing 
unrest in Haiti, Lasile is remote enough from Leogane (the nearest large 
city) that it does not interfere with the school’s operation.  We continue 
to pray each Sunday for Fr. Delicat and the school.   If you would like to 
find out more about Christ Church’s and the Haiti Council’s support for 
Lasile, or would like to join directly in our efforts, please let any of us 
know.  
 

Cecile Leroy (Chair), Margaret Pantridge, Heidi Fieldston, Duncan Allen, 
Betsy Keener, Rich Gatto, Nick Morris-Kliment 

mailto:ba_hurley@comcast.net
mailto:lindsayguerriere@gmail.com
mailto:margaretpantridge@gmail.com
mailto:hfieldston@mac.com
mailto:duncan.allen@arcadis.com
mailto:keenerfamily@comcast.net
mailto:rich@gattoagency.com
mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
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As Tedi mentioned in her report we can 
celebrate that the primary goals of the Building 
for Today and Tomorrow (BTT) Capital 
Campaign have been reached. Both the Rectory 
renovation and steps projects are finished and 
looking beautiful. It took several years, 
significant monetary contribution from our 
congregation, and significant time invested by a 
number of people. 
 
In 2023, the Vestry voted to initiate a capital 
campaign to renovate the Rectory and repair 

the deteriorating front steps. Christine O’Connell and Michael Niden 
stepped up to lead the charge. Thanks to our generous congregation, 
the campaign raised $710,412 in commitments which allowed us to 
move forward with both projects as proposed. Thank you to both 
Christine and Michael for their hard work to make this possible. 
 

The Rectory project itself was managed primarily by Michael Niden with 
Stefano Migliuolo getting the Church a very low-interest Diocesan 
Stokes loan to assist with cash flow during the project. Michael worked 
closely with Jess Delaney, our contractor, and Tim Lund, our architect 
throughout the project. I merely kept track of the money! Thank you, 
Michael, Jess, and Tim for an on-budget, ahead of schedule result. (Nick 
tells me that the Christmas open house will again be held at the Rectory 
in December. Stay tuned) 
 

The steps project was managed by Joe Sweeney, our Property chair. 
Contractors were first interviewed by Joe, Michael Niden, Woody 
Hughes and myself. JT Delaney with his subcontractor, Michael 
Lenahan Landscaping, was chosen. Tim Lund was also the architect for 
this project. Joe and Woody have overseen the project which included 
demolishing the cracked steps while keeping the foundation intact, 
removing the cracked concrete leading up to the stairs, fixing drainage, 
construction of a new brick walkway up to the granite steps and finally 
extending the handrails. Thank you to Joe and Woody! 
 

We were very fortunate with our architect, Tim Lund, and our 
contractor, JT Delaney Construction and his subcontractor, Mike 
Lenahan Landscaping. All of whom were dedicated and kept our costs 
to a minimum. 
 
Both projects were significant investments in our facilities made 
possible by the BTT Capital Campaign. The Property Committee is now 
overseeing the work on the long needed repairs to the roof over the 
Chapel and Upper Parish Hall, with, in part, funding from the balance of 
the campaign funds. The work on the roof began right after Labor Day 
and is expected to be completed within the week. Expect more 
information on this in our weekly bulletins. With these major endeavors 
complete, it will be time to review what other areas of our church 
facility need to be addressed and make a plan of action. 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to the BTT Capital Campaign. None of 
this could be accomplished without you. Thank you to all who 
contributed their time and efforts to ensuring a fabulous result.  
 

    Thank you! Janet  

Janet Haines, Co-Warden 

 

Our First 
Farmers 
Market 
 
 

Rich and Claudia Gatto 
shared a bounty from their 
garden. Crookneck Squash, 
zucchini, colorful, 
tomatoes, and purple pole 
string beans.  Patty Smith 
and Barbara Brailey also 
shared cut flowers from 
their well-tended gardens. 
Keep a lookout for our next 
Farmers Market in the e-
blast in late September or 
October. 

Message from Janet Haines,  
Co-Warden 

mailto:jbh580@aol.com
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Main Church Stairs and 
Front Walkway Renovation 
 
Over the summer, Christ Church completed renovations 
to the main church stairs and front walkway. Nearly 
seven decades of use and exposure to New England 
weather had taken their toll, making these 
improvements an important priority for both safety and 
appearance. 
 
The crumbling concrete main stairs were upgraded with 
granite to create a safer, more durable, and more 
welcoming entrance. Repairs to the front walkway 
upgraded the worn, cracked and uneven concrete slabs 
with warm and easy to repair brick in a pleasing 
pattern, improving the overall appearance and safety of 
the approach to the church. The cast iron railings were 
sandblasted, repainted, and, especially important for 
safety, extended to provide more support for climbing 
the stairs. Along the way, drainage improvements were 
implemented to move water away from the building 
more effectively. Together, these improvements have 
refreshed the main entrance while preserving the 
character of our beautiful historic building.  
 

This project represents an important investment in 
maintaining Christ Church as a safe, welcoming, and 
attractive place for parishioners, visitors, and the wider 
community for years to come. 
 

Nick will keep the parish posted for a festive Blessing of 
the Steps portion of a Sunday liturgy in the fall.  Feel 
free to reach out to Joe Sweeney, Property Chair 
(needhamsween@gmail.com), Janet Haines, Warden 
(jbh580@aol.com) or Nick (nick@ccneedham.org) with 
questions. 

 
We are grateful to everyone whose support helped 
make these important summer improvements possible. 

 

With the start of the school year the Altar Guild returns to our regular once monthly schedule 
to set the Altar for Sunday services and special occasions. If you would like to help, we could 
always use additional hands! Please reach out if you can help out.   
 

Peace,  
 

Barbara Brailey 

Altar Guild Needs Your Support  

mailto:needhamsween@gmail.com
mailto:jbh580@aol.com
mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
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On Wednesday, September 16th Bible Study will embark on 
a journey of nation building as we read the Old Testament 
books of Joshua and Judges.  We will learn about the 
campaign to claim the land of Canaan, led by Joshua (think of 
the “walls of Jericho tumbling down” song).  Be prepared for 
spies and espionage. The book of Judges explores how the 
Israelites devised a plan to govern their new nation. You just 
might find some overlap with our world today as nations 
struggle for effective self-governance.  

Classes meet Wednesday mornings in the Memorial Room 
and on Zoom at 10-11:30 and again in the evenings 7-8:30.  

Led by Tracy Rubin, the format is discussion style and 
attendance is not taken, so come and go as your schedule 
permits.  Companion texts are provided from the Scripture 
Study Fund.   

Contact the church office to sign up.  office@ccneedham.org 

Wednesday Bible Study:  Building a Nation, submitted by Tracy Rubin 

 
Bible Study meets each 

Wednesday both in person and on 
zoom at 10am and 7pm 

 Solar System 
Update 

The solar system continues to generate savings for 
the Church and carbon-free energy for our power 
needs.  The system generated about 7,600 kWh of 
electricity last month and has saved the Church 
about $9,314 so far this year.  We generated more 
electricity than five four-person households use in a 
year. 
 

By avoiding having to pay for all the electricity we 
used, we saved the Church about $9,827 in 2025. 
That reflects an update to the formula we use for 
estimating how much we are saving to reflect the 
fact that electricity costs are averaging around 
thirty cents per kWh (whereas previously we were 
using a twenty five cent assumption). Also, the loan 
that the church took out in order to purchase a 
portion of our solar system ended in September 
2025, so the church no longer needs to make 
payments on that loan, and therefore the savings 
from the system will increase substantially from 
here on out.  
 

Kevin Ruddy, Green Team 

Photo Credit: Getty Images: Anadolu 

Confirmation May 9th, 2026 at our Cathedral 

We are delighted to be gathering up a group of young 
people and their families to prepare for Confirmation in 
the spring. Whether or not a person decides to be 
confirmed by one of our Bishops—indicating a desire to 
continue in the path of walking with Jesus in the 
community of the Church—the Cohort will experience a 
mix of learning and fellowship gatherings roughly twice 
a month, as well field trips to places that will encourage 
active faith. They will also have the opportunity to learn 
about ministries offered here in the parish and to 
participate in them with adults in the community.  
 

Kevin Ruddy(kruddy@ptc.com), Bird
(children@ccneedham.org), and Rev. Nick,  
(nick@ccneedham.org) will be working together on the 
program. Stay tuned for more information. 

Confirmation Cohort to start 
up in October 

mailto:office@ccneedham.org
mailto:kruddy@ptc.com
mailto:kruddy@ptc.com
mailto:children@ccneedham.org
mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
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September—November 2026 Calendar 
Monday, September 7 
Church Office closed for Labor Day 
 

Tuesday, September 8 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Thursday, September 10 
10:30am  Grief Support Group (MR) 
 
 

Friday, September 11 
Church Office open regular Friday hours 
 

Sunday, September 13—Church School 
Registration & Blessing of the Backpacks 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & 
Organ (MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
11:30am  MANNA Food-Drop (Library Lot) 
 

Monday, September 14 
MANNA at The Cathedral 
10:00am  Knitting Group (MR) 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, September 15 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm  Vestry (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, September 16 
10:00am   Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm    Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, September 17 
10:30am  Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm  Choir Practice (MC) 
 

Sunday, September 20—Church School 
Begins  
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel) 
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play (Chapel) 
9:45am Gr. 4-6 Godly Play (LPH) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & 
Organ (MC & streaming)   
11:15am Coffee Hour  
 

Monday, September 21 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, September 22 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am   Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Wednesday, September 23 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, September 24 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm    Choir Practice (MC) 
 

Sunday, September 27 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel) 
9:15am  Faithful Families (UPH) 
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play (Chapel) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & 
Organ (MC & streaming)   
11:15am Coffee Hour  
 

 

Monday, September 28 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, September 29 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am    Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

 

Wednesday, September 30 
Nick at Clergy Day at The Cathedral 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, October 1 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Sunday, October  4—St. Francis Day  
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play (Chapel) 
9:45am Gr. 4-6 Godly Play (LPH) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & 
Organ (MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
Blessing of the Animals TBD  
 

Monday, October 5 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, October 6 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am    Staff Meeting (UPH)  

 

Wednesday, October 7 
10:00am   Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm    Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, October 8 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm    Choir Practice (MC) 
 

Sunday, October  11 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play  (Chapel)  
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & 
Organ (MC & streaming)   
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, October 12 
Office closed for Indigenous Peoples Day 
 

Tuesday, October 13 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am   Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Wednesday, October 14 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, October 15 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm    Choir Practice (MC) 
 

Sunday, October 18 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play (Chapel) 
9:45am Gr. 4-6 Godly Play (LPH) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & 
Organ (MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, October 19 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, October 20 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm Vestry (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, October 21 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, October 22 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm    Choir Practice (MC) 
 

Sunday, October 25—Founders Day & 
Annual Appeal Kick-off 
No 8:15am Service 
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play (Chapel) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & 
Organ (MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
2:00pm Founder’s Day Piano Concert 
(Chapel) 
 

Monday, October 26 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, October 27 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am    Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

 

Wednesday, October 28 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, October 29 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Sunday, November 1—All Saints Day & 
Altar of Remembrance  
Daylight Saving Time ends 
No 8:15am Service 
9:15am  Faithful Families (UPH) 
9:45am PK-3 GP (Chapel) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & 
Organ (MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, November 2 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, November 3 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  PRM (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Wednesday, November 4 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, November 5 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Sunday, November 8 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play (Chapel) 
9:45am Gr. 4-6 Godly Play (LPH) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & 
Organ (MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour  with Community Art 
Gallery Reception (UPH) 
11:30am  MANNA Food Drop (Library 
parking lot) 
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Christ Episcopal Church 
1132 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 
781-444-1469 
Website •  Facebook •  YouTube 

Clergy and Staff: 
The Rev. Nick Morris-Kliment, 
Rector, Ext: 113 
nick@ccneedham.org   

 

Mary-Katherine Fletcher,  
Minister of Music 
music@ccneedham.org 
 

Bird Treacy, Children’s 
Programming Coordinator,  
children@ccneedham.org   

 

Kaitlin McSweeney, Office Manger 
office@ccneedham.org  Ext: 110 

 

Woody Hughes, Facilities 
Manager, 413-530-7850 
facilities@ccneedham.org  

 

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper   
control@ccneedham.org   
 

Officers 
Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden 
Janet Haines, Co-Warden 
Philip Ladd, Treasurer 
Denise DeGroff, Clerk 

 

Vestry 
Abby Carr (Class of ’29) 
Patrick Gatto (Class of ’29) 
Patty Smith (Class of ’29) 
Betsy Amsbary (Class of ’28) 
Andrew Fink (Class of ’28) 
Kimberly Rocco (Class of ’28) 
Ellie Wainwright (Class of ’27)  
Lindsay Guerriere (Class of ’27)   
Pat O’Connell (Class of ’27) 

 

Convention Delegates 
Annie Russell, Anne McFate 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9 am—2 pm 
Friday: 9 am-1:30 pm 
 

Nick’s sabbath is Friday, with an email 
sabbath too! 
 

Staff Meeting: Tuesdays at 11am 
 

Admin Meeting: Mondays at 12:30pm 
 

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper: Works 
remotely, control@ccneedham.org 
 
 

The office is closed on all federal and state 
holidays. 

Monday, November 9 
10:00am  Knitting Group (MR) 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, November 10 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Wednesday, November 11 
Office closed in honor of Veterans Day 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, November 12 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
Saturday, November 14 
All Day Diocesan Convention (Trinity, 
Boston) 
 

Sunday, November 15 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play (Chapel) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
2:00pm CCN Choir Concert (Main Church) 
 
 

Monday, November 16 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, November 17 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  PRM (Zoom) 
11:00am   Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm Vestry (MR & Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, November 18 
10:00am Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 
 

Thursday, November 19 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 
 

Sunday, November 22— 
Annual Appeal Ingathering 
No 8:15am service.  
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play (Chapel) 
9:45am Gr. 4-6 Godly Play (LPH) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Annual Appeal Ingathering Festive 
Brunch (UPH) 
 

Monday, November 23 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, November 24 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Wednesday, November 25 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, November 26 —Happy 
Thanksgiving 
Office closed in honor of Thanksgiving. 
 

Friday, November 27 
Office Open 
 
 

Sunday, November 29—First Sunday 
of Advent 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play (Chapel) 
9:45am Gr. 4-6 Godly Play (LPH) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
3:00pm Advent Event 

November 2026 Calendar (cont.) 

As of publication, not all activities, events, and services have been finalized. 
The most current information will be posted on the calendar on our website.  

 
 
 

Staff 
Vacations 
 

Woody Hughes 
 

November 23—27 
December 10—18 
 
Liz Marson 
 

November 23—27 
December 10—18 

https://ccneedham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchneedham/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt0k93brP-KEZC3D7XNP2gw
mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
mailto:music@ccneedham.org
mailto:children@ccneedham.org
mailto:office@ccneedham.org
mailto:facilites@ccneedham.org
mailto:control@ccneedham.org
https://ccneedham.org/calendar/

