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Summer 2026 / Ordinary Time 

The Visitor 

 

 
Dear Reader, 
 

The other day while reading the liberal 
Catholic magazine Commonweal, I came 
across an interview with Ryan Burge, the 
go-to expert for religion data and the 
writer of the twice a week substack, 
Graphs about Religion. A prolific scholar, 
he is the author most recently of The 
Vanishing Church: How the Hollowing Out 
of Moderate Congregations is Hurting 
Democracy, Faith and Us. 
 

A central contention of his is that once 
upon a time, not so long ago, people with 
varying political persuasions worshipped 
together on a Sunday morning. In an era 
of toxic polarization, that no longer is the 
case. This is a serious problem not just for 
churches with declining attendance. It’s a 
threat to our democracy. It’s worth 
quoting his insight at length: 
 

“It’s an issue of atrophy—we don’t exercise 
our compromise muscles enough or 
dialogue with difference. Those are learned 
skills that you acquire subconsciously by 
having conversations with people who are 
different from you but who you like and 
come into regular contact with. You still 
want to be in community with them after 
you have a conversation about politics or 
abortion. If we don’t practice that skill, we 
lose it. 
 

And if we don’t actually know anyone on 
the other side of an issue, we don’t fully 
understand our own position, either. You 
find your blind spots in an academic 
setting from peer reviews, and from a 
human perspective through dialogue and 
discussion. When we don’t know a person 
from the other side of the aisle, we create a 
caricature of them, when in reality they’re 
not that different from us in values and 
philosophy. We’ve created strawmen in our 
minds.” 

The Church has a critical role in rehabbing 
what Burge refers to as “compromise 
muscles.” This doesn’t mean giving up our 
most deeply held convictions. But, for me, 
it does mean striving to “to seek and serve 
Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor 
as yourself.” This is one of the promises in 
our Baptismal Covenant (pp. 304-305 in 
the Prayer Book.) This is an active stance, 
not a passive one. Seek means to look for, 
to attempt to discover, to find. Loving our 
neighbors also means seeking to 
understand them, in the same way we like 
to be understood. Like any of the 
Baptismal Promises, this promise is a 
lifetime orientation, needing regular 
refreshment, not a one-time 
commitment. 
 

This summer I will serve as a delegate to 
the 2026 Braver Angels National 
Convention in Philadelphia. The theme is 
“A Pledge Renewed.” What better place to 
recommit to the unalienable rights of all 
people—life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness, and to the courageous 
citizenship needed to repair and maintain 
our civic fabric, than the city where the 
Declaration of Independence was 
debated and signed 250 years ago? 
 

As Ryan Burge suggests, the Church has a 
role to play in this work. For me this is 
loving my neighbor; it is seeking and 
serving Christ in all persons. It is my 
response to St. Paul’s invitation to all of 
us to be ambassadors of reconciliation 
engaged in the ministry of reconciliation. 
 

I look forward to returning to church in 
July and sharing what I’ve learned. 
 

Faithfully, 
Nick 

RENEWING THE PLEDGE 

A big Thank You to the 
various ministries that 
hosted Coffee Hour this 
past year. We greatly 
appreciate everyone’s 
participation and 
hospitality. 
 

Special thanks to Mark 
Anderson for stepping in 
to set up the coffee pots 
every Sunday morning. 
 

The menu for the 
upcoming summer 
months is simple: cold 
drinks (lemonade, iced 
tea) and a baked good of 
your choice. A sign-up 
sheet will be available in 
the UPH. Thank you in 
advance for your service. 

Summer 
Lemonade 
Hour starts 
Sunday, June 7 

https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/great-sort-american-religion-schlumpf-ryan-burge-interview
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/what-we-believe/baptismal-covenant/
https://braverangels.org/2026-convention/
https://braverangels.org/2026-convention/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205%3A11-21&version=NIV
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Messages from Janet Haines and Tedi Eaton, Co-Wardens 

 

Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

This is my first time sharing with you as a Warden for Christ Episcopal Church and it is a 
responsibility I take very seriously.  Even with that, I am at a loss of what to share.  As 
Warden I attend weekly meetings with our Rector and our other Warden, Tedi Eaton.  We 
discuss the upcoming Vestry agenda, the reports of various committees, activities that are 
being planned in the church, and our hopes and plans for the church. 
 

My present focus is on our facility.  We had a very successful Capital Campaign which has 
allowed us to complete a significant renovation to the Rectory and allowing us to now 
turn our attention to the front steps to the main church.  Under Joe Sweeney, our 
property committee chair, we are working with an architect who has prepared 
specifications and sent out bids to several local contractors.  The plan is to have the step 
work done during the summer while services are held in the chapel.  We will have pricing 
in the next week and will recommend a contractor soon after.  The project will be funded 
from the funds raised for that purpose from the Capital Campaign. See page 9 for details.  
 

In closing, a few thoughts.  I realize that there are so many members of our congregation, 
our community, who do not know each other.  There are members of our church, strongly 
identifying as members of our church that many of you don’t know.  Maybe when their 
children were young, they were often in church, at church functions, and while they are 
not seen so often in church, they can be seen working with Manna, Community Concerns, 
the Altar Guild, the Racial Justice Initiative, the Finance Committee, the Property 
Committee, Pastoral Care, among others.  We are a community; we are not always seen 
but we step up when we are needed.  Let’s take a step outside our norm, volunteer to help 
with Manna, come to a Racial Justice Initiative event, go to a concert in the church and go 
to coffee hour.  You will meet people you didn’t know.  The stronger our connections the 
stronger our community. Please feel free to reach out to me here.  
 

Thank You, 
Janet 

Janet Haines, Co-Warden 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

Having just finished the first five months of  the 2026 calendar year, I must admit we are a 
busy congregation. I was thrilled to see pews full on Easter with attendance well over 150 
members and guests.  And I hear the Easter egg hunt was fantastic.  It has been an 
exciting and fulfilling year and the new Vestry members are a welcome addition – Abby 
Carr, Patrick Gatto, and Patty Smith – as well are our new Clerk, Denise DeGroff, and 
Warden, Janet Haines.  
 

The Capital Campaign project for the rectory renovations is complete, and we are waiting 
for the contractor bids on the repair of the Highland Avenue Steps – the second part of the 
Capital campaign project.  The Steps Committee consists of Joe Sweeney, Property 
Committee Chair and Chair of the BTT Steps Project, Michael Niden, Janet Haines, 
Stefano Migliulo, and  Treasurer, Philip Ladd, in charge of finances.  Please stay tuned! 
The Vestry are hoping the Chapel Livestreaming project will go forward so that we can 
have summer services in the chapel available online.  See page 5.  
 

I continue to encourage parish members to join us on a Sunday or two for either the 
8:15am or 10:00am service or the 9:30am Summer service in the Chapel beginning on 
June 7, 2026. Coffee hour is always a fun time to chat with fellow parishioners.  And if you 
have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me here.  

 

Thank you, 
Tedi 

mailto:jbh580@aol.com
mailto:tedib@verizon.net
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Treasurer's Report, submitted by Philip Ladd 

Dear Friends, 
 

School’s out for summer… or something like that! Church School has concluded for the 
season but the spirit of Church School never ends. In other words, God’s still out there and 
we’re all still full of wonder. As part of our time together and apart this summer, stay tuned 
for a special Good Shepherd “challenge.” It’s part of our Popsicles & Praise program and 
also a bit of a freestanding way of carrying God’s constant presence with you wherever you 
go. 
 

What does this Good Shepherd challenge include? Based on Psalm 23, you’ll be invited to 
learn this Psalm (if you don’t have it memorized already), listen to different versions of it, 
read about it, go on a prayer walk, and more. Whether you’re still in the pews every week 
this summer or out on an array of adventures, the Good Shepherd goes with you and these 
activities can be done just about anywhere. 
 

Peace, 
 

Bird 

 

Bird Treacy, 
Children’s Programming  

Coordinator  

A Note from Bird Treacy, Children’s Programming Coordinator 

As I write this we are one-third of the way 
through the year.   While it is still too early to 
make any predictions on how the year will 
turn out financially, the numbers so far are 
encouraging.  We expected a loss of $13,695 
at the end of April, and instead have a surplus 
of $50,703, this despite property expenses 
related to the most punishing winter we have 
had in a decade.  Factors contributing to the 
surplus are faster than anticipated pledge 
payments and other contributions, and lower 
than budgeted expenses in the operations, 
worship, and personnel categories. On the 
expense side, we are $10,418 over budget in 
the property category, explained by heating 
costs that are $6,000 over budget and snow 
removal expenses that are $10,000 over 
budget.  We tried to be conservative in the 
budget process but clearly missed the mark 
on the cost of oil and snow removal.   Happily 
there are no other alarming trends that have 
emerged. 
 

I can also report that we have two money 
market funds that are earning us good 
interest on our excess cash.  The fund 
attached to our operating account has almost 
$100,000, while the fund attached to our 
capital projects and reserve accounts has 
$257,000.    The capital projects fund will be 
tapped to pay for the front step repairs, and 
also a new chapel roof, but we will hopefully 
still have a cushion left to pay for future 
capital needs as they arise. 
 

Since my last report I’ve turned over 

responsibility for managing the endowment 
to Dave Borah, who had that role before me. I 
think it’s a good financial control to separate 
the Treasurer and Investment Manager jobs, 
and appreciate Dave’s willingness to take this 
on again.   Having an investment professional, 
versus a retired insurance guy, manage the 
endowment also makes good sense. 
 

The Finance Committee is meeting every 
three months from January through October, 
then more frequently through the budget 
cycle.   Duncan Allen, Lindsey Guerriere and 
Duff Lindgard are the regular members, with 
the Wardens and Nick also serving on the 
committee. Having such a strong committee 
is good for the church and has been very 
helpful to me in this first year as your 
Treasurer. 
 

As I move into my second year as your 
Treasurer, there are still quite a few projects 
that need to be wrapped up, including 
finalizing the balance sheet formatting, 
working on the 2025 Audit, and finalizing the 
accounting on our donor-restricted 
endowment accounts, but we’ve made 
substantial progress on all fronts and I hope 
and pray we are close to finishing all these 
projects. 
 

I believe our financial house is in good order, 
and will work to make sure it stays that 
way.   Please let me know if you have any 
questions or concerns by contacting me here. 
 

Philip 

Philip Ladd 

mailto:pladd51@gmail.com
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Summer Children’s 
Programming 
 

Popsicles & Praise  
June 14, July 12, and August 9. 
 

This Summer, everyone is invited to participate in two 
special seasonal programs. On the second Sunday of 
each month during Lemonade Hour, bring the song in 
your heart to Popsicles & Praise as we use picture books, 
recordings, and other resources to explore favorite 
hymns. Rumor has it there’s been some curiosity around 
spirituals, and I’ve got plenty of new resources coming 
on that front too! 
 
Join us for Campfire Compline 
May 31, June 28, July 26, and August 30. 
 
We’ll also be reprising Campfire 
Compline this summer, gathering 
at 7pm for night prayer and 
s’mores. Campfire Compline will 
gather on the last Sunday of each 
month. 

 

 

Supply Preachers and 
Presiders Summer 2026 

Dr. Kruger joins us once again from 
Boston College, where he is an 
Associate Professor of the Practice 
and Director of Undergraduate 
Studies in Theology. 

Annie is currently a member of the 
Altar Guild and assists with worship 
as a subdeacon, occasional verger, 
chalice bearer, lector, and 
intercessor. She has served as a 
delegate to Diocesan Convention 
from Christ Church for several years. 
In the past, she has also been a 
member of the Worship & Arts team, 
served a term on Vestry, and been 
part of the Intercessory Prayer group.  

The Rev Dr.  Daphne Burt has been 
an ordained minister in the ELCA 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America) for 39 years, and has served 
parishes and campus ministries in 
Tennessee, South Carolina, North 
Carolina, Virginia, Illinois, New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts. Now 
retired and licensed in our diocese, 
Pastor Daphne regularly preaches in 
Lutheran and Episcopal parishes in 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts.  An 
active volunteer for the organization 
Braver Angels, she and her wife Lisa 
live on Cape Cod with their dog Ellie 
and cat Charlie. 

The Rev. Barbara Talcott is an 
Episcopal priest and a hospital 
chaplain.  She recently retired from a 
career as an Episcopal school 
chaplain and teacher of Religion and 
Philosophy. Barbara is canonically 
resident in New Hampshire, licensed 
in the Diocese of Massachusetts, and 
currently living with her husband 
Doug in Cambridge. 

June 28—Rev. Barbara Talcott 

June 7—Rev. Dr. Matt Kruger 

June 14—Annie Russell  

June 21—Rev. Dr. Daphne Burt 
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♪♪♪ A message from Mary-Katherine Fletcher, 
Minister of Music 
Summer is without a doubt my favorite time of year! 
Long, warm days, the sunshine, and the feeling of 
everything slowing down—it’s just the best. With our 
choir on a well-deserved break starting in June, I love 
to use this slower time of year to begin planning, 
prepping, and practicing for when everything picks 
back up again come September. The start of some of 
my favorite summer concert series—do check out 
Methuen Memorial Music Hall and the Old West 
Society’s websites for more details—means I get to 
spend time with my fellow organist friends and hear 
some of the best organists in the area give programs 
that never fail to leave me inspired and musically 
rejuvenated. This July, I will also have the opportunity 
to attend the American Guild of Organists National 
Convention, where I and thousands of organists from 
around the country will come together and attend 
workshops and concerts by some of the country’s best 
performers. Inspiration will abound this summer!  
 

But as I look back over everything our choir has 
accomplished since last September, I already feel 
inspired! Week after week, our immensely talented and 
committed choir puts in so much time and work to 
bring high quality music to our weekly services and our 
biannual choral concerts. They are such an amazing 
group of people, and the only thing that could make 

our choir better is… well…you! I hope you will 
consider joining us in the fall, even if it’s only for a 
week, a month, a liturgical season, or one of our 
concert programs. Anyone is welcome to join at any 
time, and to help make this idea feel a little less 
intimidating, this summer, I plan to bring back our 
summer pick-up choirs. Once or twice a month, I will 
select easily learnable music that we will rehearse a 
half hour before the start of the service. This is a great, 
low-stress, low-commitment way to dip your toe into 
the idea of becoming a member of our choir! No prior 
music experience needed. Likewise, if you play an 
instrument, I’d love to collaborate with you, so please 
be in touch if you’d like to come 
play music for offertory or 
communion during a service.  
 

Wishing you a  
wonderful summer! 

 
Mary-Katherine 

Mary- Katherine Fletcher, 
Minister of Music 

Christ Church Choir at our Her-story of Music Concert.  Pictured from left to right: Lisa Fletcher, Becca Bly, Vee Crider, Ed Brailey,  
Dani Shevchenko, Mark Anderson, Bo Shevchenko, Sean Connaughton, Thai Johnson, Phil Crider, Duff Lingard, Katie Cloutier,  
Rose Mary Fletcher, MaryAnn Ryan, Sarah Molina. 

Summer Livestreaming from 
the Chapel Nearly Here 
 

Thanks to the generosity of the estate of Jeanette 
Duval, we will be introducing livestreaming of our 
summer worship from the Chapel. The equipment is 
just about ready and we are currently recruiting 
“digital vergers” to run the live stream. More details 
to come. 
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 Greetings from The 
Community Art Gallery 

 

The Knitting Ministry will be taking the summer off.  We will 
resume in the fall and continue to meet on the 2nd Monday of 
each month at 10:00am. We meet in the Memorial Room and all 
are welcome to join us! The more the merrier! Many Thanks!  

 

Bea Dagdigian & the Knitting Ministry didge@verizon.net 

Knitting Ministry 

 

 

The men’s prayer group continued to meet weekly this past year 
mostly over Zoom, although we just started to meet in person 
on the first Tuesday of the month for an extended 90 mins (7:30-
9:00am). On the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesday of the month we meet 
from 8-9:00am on Zoom. We are always accepting and open to 
new men who are curious about how to make sense of scripture 
and its application in our lives. On average we had about five to 
six curious souls in attendance, with as many as eight. Rev. Nick 
is our host and helps us deepen our understanding of both 
historical context and cultural dynamics of Jesus' time. We read 
scripture in the style of Lectio Divina (Latin for “Divine Reading"), 
which is a traditional monastic practice of scriptural reading, 
meditation and prayer that is intended to promote communion 
with God and to increase the knowledge of God's word.  
 

Please consider joining us as we love the opportunity to 
welcome new members for fellowship and study. 
 

Blessings, John Carr  johncarr268@gmail.com 

Men’s Prayer Group 
Tuesdays at 

8am 

I hope everyone is enjoying the gorgeous art 
quilts by Rhoda Cohen currently in the 
gallery until the end of June. Please make 
sure that you add a little something to the 
community art piece while you are there 
admiring the work and chatting with friends. 
 

As usual, the gallery will be closed in July 
and August so I can freshen it up in 
preparation for the fall. I encourage you to 
go out and follow your own creative sparks 
during this time. Art is for everyone. I 
recently got a fortune inside some delicious 
dark chocolate that said “Be brave enough 
to be bad at something new!” Amen to that! 
 

We plan to welcome you back with an 
exhibition of wonderful paintings by Carol 
Patch in September and October. I have big 
plans for November and December to have a 
community show of unsung artists who work 
in our neighborhood markets and 
drugstores. These are probably people who 
we see everyday who commute to Needham 
to work here who we may take for granted in 
our busy lives who I am hoping to celebrate 
and get to know personally through their 
art. We’ll see if I can pull this off but please 
contact me if you would like to help in any 
way in terms of publicity and the reception. 
I’m going to need it. 
 

There are available slots for exhibiting in the 
winter/ spring of 2027 so please spread the 
word to anyone or any program that might 
like to share their work. We now have a 
locked cabinet available also for three 
dimensional sculpture, woodwork and 
pottery, jewelry etc. 
 

Finally, a big thank you to our community 
for supporting the gallery through curiosity, 
fellowship and when possible through sales. 
Jean McCarthy made a substantial 
contribution to The Rector’s Discretionary 
Fund recently which provides for those in 
emergency situations through her art sales 
due to your enthusiasm and generosity. Now 
more than ever we need to open our arms 
and hearts and minds as wide a we can to 
embrace community. I appreciate you. 
 

Peace in your heart. Peace in your home. 
Peace in the world. 

 

Lucy Nims-LaFleche 
Tel; 617-947-0671—email 

Quilts 
by: 
 
Rhoda 
Cohen 

mailto:didge@verizon.net
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logos_(Christianity)
mailto:johncarr268@gmail.com
mailto:lucylafleche@comcast.net
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A Peak Behind the Curtain:  
Episcopal Polity In Action 
 

For much of my time here at Christ Church, I have also served as 
Secretary of the Standing Commission on Formation and Ministry 
Development. This group is one of what we call, in the language of the 
Episcopal Church, an Interim Body, which are groups that meet between 
annual conventions for purposes including policy and administration, 
investigation into areas of concern, and to otherwise help direct the 
Church’s work in various ways. My group’s annual in-person meeting 
was held this past April in San Francisco. 
 

It is both a privilege and a challenge to be part of supporting our 
common life in the Church, but I’m fortunate to serve in the area of my 
greatest concern and to do this work in good company. And, in this 
setting, everyone is on equal footing, whether you’re a bishop, a priest, 
or a lay person in their 30s (and remarkably, there are four of us in this 
group). Together, our particular Standing Commission is tasked with 
overseeing things like ministry licensing, resourcing communities to run 
meaningful programs, and so much more, in partnership with other 
interim bodies and affiliated Episcopal organizations. During our 
meeting, we also receive updates from Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe and 
his staff. 
 

As we prepare for next year’s General Convention, the Standing 
Commission on Formation and Ministry Development has been 
preparing a proposed revision to Title III of the Canons of the Episcopal 
Church, which is the part of our organizational rulebook that defines 
different types of lay licenses (Eucharistic Visitor, Catechist, etc.) and 
their related requirements. We’re also working to develop a partnership 
with Forward Movement to launch a comprehensive and thoroughly 
vetted resource database for formation programming, assessing existing 
Spanish-language formation resources and additional needs for both 
communities in Province 9 and stateside, and more. 
 

Most importantly, you can apply to do this too! Most people don’t know 
how we keep the trains running on time, so to speak, but applications 
for Standing Commissions and Task Forces will likely open in the 
summer or fall of 2027 following General Convention. 
 

Peace, 
Bird Treacy, Children’s Programming Coordinator 

 

MANNA Monday 
Lunch Program 
Submitted by Lindsay Guerriere 
and Barbara Hurley 

CCN continues to be an active 
participant in the Monday MANNA 
lunch program at St Paul's Cathedral 
in Boston. Our dedicated group of 
volunteers provide the following 
items every month: 5 casseroles, 75 
lunch bags, 100 baked goods, 75 
bananas, and various salad fixings. We 
are always looking for new people to 
join our ministry by either preparing a 
food item or driving the meal into 
Boston. We especially need new 
participants during the summer 
months when many of our regular 
volunteers are out of town. There is a 
link on the church website to sign up. 
If you have any questions on how you 
can help please reach out to Barbara 
Hurley or Lindsay Guerriere. 
 

Nick our pastor has joined the team of 
clergy who celebrate the Eucharist 
following the Monday lunch. Christie 
Towers continues to serve as MANNA 
Program Director and Chaplain. A 
small group of CCN parishioners 
attend the luncheon in person on our 
designated Monday and assist with 
serving the meal. It is a fun and 
rewarding experience and provides an 
opportunity to interact directly with 
the lunch attendees. Please reach out 
to Lindsay Guerriere if you would like 
to join the CCN group. 
 

The MANNA Walk for Hunger was held 
on Sunday, May 3. The walk has been 
an important part of MANNA's mission 
since 2015. Thank you again for your 
continued support of our ministry. 
 

Peace, Barbara and Lindsay,  
Co-Ministry Heads 

It’s a way to love our neighbor by 
ensuring that we all have access to 

food!  

mailto:children@ccneedham.org
mailto:ba_hurley@comcast.net
mailto:lindsayguerriere@gmail.com
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Lila Carr,  
Skidmore College 
 

Lila Carr has graduated 
magna cum laude from 
Skidmore College, with 
a major in Social Work and 
Minor in Studio Art. She won 
the Betten and Betten 
Award for Excellence in 
Social Work.  

News from the Pews: 
Congratulations to these Amazing 2026 Graduates! 

Sam Morris-Kliment, 
Georgetown University 
 

Sam has graduated with a 
double major in Classics and Art 
History.  He was also a manager 
of the Midnight Mug, a student 
coffee shop, and sang in the 
Saxatones, Georgetown’s  
community services-oriented a 
cappella group.  Sam will be in 
the MA program in Art History at 
Columbia in the fall.   

Katie Lysaght, Elon 
 

Katie Lysaght graduated from 
Elon University with a 
bachelors degree in 
psychology and a minor in 
communications. She enjoyed 
being part of her sorority and 
engaged in community service 
projects with them. She is 
looking to work in public 
relations and advertising in 
the Boston area.  

Tyler Rutherford, 
University of Tampa 
 

Tyler Rutherford has 
graduated from the 
University of Tampa with a 
BS in Business Management.  

Katie Black,  
Needham High School 
 

Katie Black will graduate 
from Needham High School 
and head to Boston 
University in the fall. She 
plans to study psychology 
and political science. 

Ben Black, University 
of New Hampshire 
 

Ben Black graduated 
Summa Cum Laude (with a 
perfect 4.0) from the Honors 
College at the University of 
New Hampshire with a BS in 
accounting and a BA in 
Economics.  He'll start work 
for the consulting firm 
Plante Moran in January 
after taking his CPA exams. 

Michael Mortimer, 
Villanova 
 

He graduated from 
Villanova's School of 
Business with a degree in 
Finance as well as Business 
Analytics. He graduated 
Summa cum laude as well as 
elected to Beta Gamma 
Sigma Honor Society. This 
summer he will start working 
in Finance in NYC. 

Audrey Volpe, 
Boston College 
 

Audrey Volpe has 
graduated from Boston 
College with a Bachelors 
of Science in Psychology 
and a Minor in Dance. 
Audrey received the Dance 
and Movement Award. 
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Steps Committee 
Project Update 
 
Project Summary: The stairs and 
walkway to the main Church are 
deteriorating and the Steps Committee 
was charged by the Vestry with 
identifying the most economical 
approach to ensure that these areas 
were safe, secure, and aesthetically 
appealing for years to come. The most 
significant question was whether the 
stairs were structurally sound and could 
simply be repaired or they had suffered 
significant deterioration and would 
require replacement. 
 
UPDATE: Tim Lund Architects was 
contracted to spearhead the RFP 
(Request For Proposal) process for the 
Church. An RFP was sent to seven (7) 
qualified vendors soliciting their 
interest in the project. Three(3) of the 
solicited vendors bid on the project, 
and during their various investigations, 
it was determined that the structural 
integrity of the stairs was insufficient for 
a simple repair and would require 
replacement. Bids received range from 
$142k-$165k. The Steps Committee 
plans on meeting with all three vendors 
during the last week of May to review 
their bids in person, ask additional 
qualifying questions, as well as confirm 
availability and scheduling for a 
summer 2026 completion (mid to late 
July). The Committee will then make a 
recommendation of the preferred 
contractor to Vestry. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Joe 
Sweeney, property chair with questions 
needhamsween@gmail.com or 
members of the team Janet Haines 
jbh580@aol.com and Mike Niden 
(michaelniden@comcast.net) 

 

Needham Community Discussion 
Series and Celebration: America@250: 
Reading our Past, Present, and Future 
Together 
 
On May 18th, members of Christ Church joined over sixty other 
community participants at the Center at the Heights in the first of 
five gatherings of Faith250, a nationwide program marking the 
250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. The 
program seeks to create a safe space for listening to one another, 
clarifying our shared civic values, and celebrating our hopes for 
America. The first session focused on The Declaration of 
Independence. Subsequent sessions address Emma Lazarus's The 
New Colossus, Frederick Douglass's address, What to the Slave is the 
Fourth of July?, and Kathy Lee Bates’ America the Beautiful. The 
program will culminate in a civic celebration on Tuesday, June 30 
in Powers Hall at the Town Hall. Sign up here.  

Nick’s Summer Plans 
 

On June 1, I’ll be leaving with my family for three weeks 
of brisk travel—10 days in Greece as part of a school trip 
Jamie is leading for Classics students; a weekend 
wedding in Rome for the daughter of a college 
roommate; then a week in Central Europe (Czechia, 
Poland and Austria) from whence my father’s side of the 
family hails, a first for me. I’ll be home for a couple of 
days before heading down to Philadelphia as a delegate 
to Braver Angels’ national convention.  All told I’ll be 
gone for nearly a month, and all four Sundays in June.  
 

For the line up of able supply preachers and presiders – 
some new, some familiar– see page 4. 
 

In case of a pastoral emergency, the first call should be 
to one of our Wardens: Tedi Eaton (tedib@verizon.net) or 
Janet Haines (jbh580@aol.com). They will be able to get 
in touch with me if needed. 

mailto:needhamsween@gmail.com
https://faith250.org/what-is-faith250
https://faith250.org/the-declaration-of-independence
https://faith250.org/the-declaration-of-independence
https://faith250.org/the-new-colossus
https://faith250.org/the-new-colossus
https://faith250.org/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july
https://faith250.org/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july
https://faith250.org/america-the-beautiful
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeVty_pop_xT3yeBKGKma1brM5OKnUX8HdcLnGlLIdMELkQw/viewform
http://tedibatverizon.net
http://jbh580ataol.com
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In the Fall, Wednesday Bible Study will embark on a journey 
of nation building as we read the Old Testament books of 
Joshua and Judges.  We will read about the campaign to 
claim the land of Canaan, led by Joshua (think of the “walls 
of Jericho tumbling down” song). Be prepared for spies and 
espionage. The book of Judges explores how the Israelites 
devised a plan to govern their new nation. You just might 
find some overlap with our world today as nations struggle 
for effective self-governance.  
 

Classes meet Wednesday mornings in the Memorial Room 
and on Zoom at 10am-11:30am, and again in the evenings 
7pm-8:30pm. We will begin in late September and end in late 
May. Led by Tracy Rubin, the format is discussion style and 
attendance is not taken, so come and go as your schedule 
permits.  Companion texts are provided from the Scripture 
Study Fund.   
 

Contact the church office to sign up.  office@ccneedham.org 

Wednesday Bible Study:  
Building a Nation, submitted by Tracy Rubin 

Bible Study meets each 
Wednesday both in person and on 

zoom at 10am and 7pm 

 Solar System 
Update 

The solar system continues to generate savings for 
the Church and carbon-free energy for our power 
needs. The system generated about 3,837 kWh of 
electricity last month, 57,757 kWh in 2025. As 
context, saving 57,000 kWh is the equivalent of not 
burning about 70 barrels of oil. We generated more 
electricity than five four-person households use in a 
year. 
 

By avoiding having to pay for all the electricity we 
used, we saved the Church about $9,827 last year. 
That reflects an update to the formula we use for 
estimating how much we are saving to reflect the 
fact that electricity costs are averaging around 
thirty cents per kWh (whereas previously we were 
using a twenty five cent assumption). Also, the loan 
that the church took out in order to purchase a 
portion of our solar system ended in September 
2025, so the church no longer needs to make 
payments on that loan, and therefore the savings 
from the system will increase substantially from 
here on out.  
 

Kevin Ruddy, Green Team 

We are pleased to be offering Confirmation 
class for young people beginning this fall, in 
preparation to receive the Rite of 
Confirmation from one of our bishops next 
spring. Parents of confirmands have the 
opportunity to refresh their own faith as well!  
 

For more information, please reach out to 
Nick, Bird, or Kevin Ruddy. 

Confirmation Class 
starting in the Fall 

Photo Credit: Getty Images: Anadolu 

Confirmation May 9th, 2026 at our Cathedral 

mailto:office@ccneedham.org
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June, July, August 2026 Calendar 
Sunday, May 31 – The First Sunday 
after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday 
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (MC & 
online) 
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, June 1 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, June 2 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH) 
5:00pm Property Committee (Mem. 
Room) 
 

Thursday, June 4 
10:30am Bereavement Group (Mem. 
Room) 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Sunday, June 7 – The Second Sunday 
After Pentecost 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
TBD MANNA Food Drop-off (Library lot) 
 

Monday, June 8 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, June 9 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Thursday, June 11 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
 

Friday, June 12 
Church is closed for Summer Hours 
 

Sunday, June 14 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am  Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
10:45am  Popsicles & Praise (UPH) 
 

Tuesday, June 16 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm Vestry Meeting (UPH) 
 

Thursday, June 18 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room 
Office Closed for Juneteenth 
 

Friday, June 19 
Church is closed for Summer 
Hours & Juneteenth 
 

Sunday, June 21 – Father’s Day 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am Lemonade Hour (UPH) 

Tuesday, June 23 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Thursday, June 25 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
 

Sunday, June 28 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am  Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
7:00pm Campfire Compline (Back Patio) 
 

Monday, June 29 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, June 30 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Thursday, July 2 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
 

Sunday, July 5 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am  Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, July 6 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, July 7 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH) 
5:00pm Property Committee (Memorial 
Room) 
 

Thursday, July 9 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
 

Sunday, July 12 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am  Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
10:45am Popsicles & Praise (UPH) 
TBD MANNA Food Drop-off (Library lot) 
 

Monday, July 13 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, July 14 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Thursday, July 16 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
 

Sunday, July 19 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
 

 

Monday, July 20 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, July 21 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm Vestry Meeting (UPH) 
 

Thursday, July 23 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
 

Sunday, July 26 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am  Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
7:00pm Campfire Compline (Back Patio) 
 

Monday, July 27 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, July 28 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Thursday, July 30 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
 

Sunday, August 2 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am  Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, August 3 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, August 4 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
5:00pm Property Committee (Memorial 
Room) 
 

Thursday, August 6 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
 

Sunday, August 9 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
10:45am Popsicles & Praise (UPH) 
TBD MANNA Food Drop-off (Library lot) 
 

Monday, August 10 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, August 11 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Thursday, August 13 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
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 Christ Episcopal Church 
1132 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 
781-444-1469 
Website •  Facebook •  YouTube 

Clergy and Staff: 
The Rev. Nick Morris-Kliment, 
Rector, Ext: 113 
nick@ccneedham.org   

 

Mary-Katherine Fletcher,  
Minister of Music 
music@ccneedham.org 
 

Bird Treacy, Children’s 
Programming Coordinator,  
children@ccneedham.org   

 

Kaitlin McSweeney, Office Manger 
office@ccneedham.org  Ext: 110 

 

Woody Hughes, Facilities 
Manager, 413-530-7850 
facilities@ccneedham.org  

 

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper   
control@ccneedham.org   
 

Officers 
Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden 
Janet Haines, Co-Warden 
Philip Ladd, Treasurer 
Denise DeGroff, Clerk 

 

Vestry 
Abby Carr (Class of ’29 
Patrick Gatto (Class of ’29) 
Patty Smith (Class of ’29) 
Betsy Amsbary (Class of ’28) 
Andrew Fink (Class of ’28) 
Kimberly Rocco (Class of ’28) 
Ellie Wainwright (Class of ’27)  
Lindsay Guerriere (Class of ’27)   
Pat O’Connell (Class of ’27) 

Convention Delegates 
Annie Russell, Anne McFate 

 

Summer Office Hours begin 
June 8th.  
Monday-Wednesday:  9:30am—2:30pm 
Thursdays: 9:30am-2pm 
Closed Fridays until Sept. 4 
 

Nick’s sabbath is Friday, with an email sabbath too! 
 

Staff Meeting: Tuesdays at 11am 
 

Admin Meeting: Mondays at 12:30pm 
 

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper: Works remotely, 
control@ccneedham.org 
 

The office is closed on all federal and state holidays. 

Sunday, August 16 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am  Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, August 17 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, August 18 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm Vestry (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, August 20 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
 

Sunday, August 23 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, August 24 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, August 25 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Thursday, August 27 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
 

 
 

Sunday, August 30 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
7:00pm Campfire Compline 
 

Tuesday, September 1 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
 
 

Thursday, September 3 
10:30am Grief Group (Memorial Room) 
 
Friday, September 4 
Church back to regular Friday hours 
 

Sunday, September 7 
9:30am Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am  Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, September 8 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, September 9 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry 
(Zoom) 
7:00pm Finance Committee (UPH & 
Zoom) 
 

Thursday, September 11 
10:30am  Grief Group (Memorial Room) 

June, July, August 2026 Calendar 

As of publication, not all activities, events, and services have been finalized. 
The most current information will be posted on the calendar on our website.  

 

Staff  
Vacations: 

 
Kaitlin:  

August 14 -  
August 24 

 
Mary-Katherine:  
June 18—June 27 

https://ccneedham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchneedham/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt0k93brP-KEZC3D7XNP2gw
mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
mailto:music@ccneedham.org
mailto:children@ccneedham.org
mailto:office@ccneedham.org
mailto:facilites@ccneedham.org
mailto:control@ccneedham.org
https://ccneedham.org/calendar/

