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Winter/Spring 2026, Lent/Easter 

The Visitor 

 

 

Dear Reader, 
 

Though I know you peruse every page of our 
beloved Visitor, IӐd be surprised if you 
remembered these words, from the 
Summer/Ordinary Time 2025 issue: 
 

ӑWith regard to depolarization and 
peacemaking, maybe it is time for some of 
us to ask ourselves if we are being called 
into the mandorla where Jesus stands. Stay 
tuned for more opportunities this summer 
and beyond.Ӓ 
 

(Review: A mandorla is a visual, artistic 
term connoting a place of tension, with 
forces pulling in opposite directions.)  
 

So, here is a reminder: an opportunity to 
open up to depolarization and 
peacemaking.  
 

This Lent, I will offer the opportunity to 
attend Braver Angels Sunday School with a 
mini-course called the Christian Response to 
Polarization in the Braver Angels Way.  
 

Dear Reader, you may remember that off 
and on for nearly 10 years I have preached, 
written, and had conversation with many of 
you about participating in work of Braver 
Angels and the impact it has had on me. 
Some of you have participated in 
workshops we and First Parish have hosted. 
I find myself leaning into it more and more.  
 

We are in a moment—a moment perhaps 
unique to this generation, but surely not 
unique to human history—when we must 
decide where we stand in relation to a toxic 
social context. Do we want to change it? 
 

There are three aspects of social change, 
according to Braver Angels co-founder Bill 
Doherty: resist, replace, and repair. 
 

As Doherty puts it, ӑWe have to name 
injustices. We have to enact concrete 

solutions. And we have to treat one another 
with respect while debating the changes—
and after one side wins out against 
opposition. Unfortunately, the repair work 
is often neglected.Ӓ 
 

ThatӐs what IӐm inviting you to join me in 
during this Lent, Dear Reader. The work of 
respect and repair. Blessed are the 
peacemakers, Jesus says. ӑI promise to 
respect the dignity of every human being,Ӓ
we say in the Baptismal Covenant. 
 

Lent is a time to try on new practices that 
may become habits. I invite you to try this 
on with me. 
 

Over four sessions, each covering roughly 
an hour, we will engage these 4 questions: 
 

¶ Which Christian teachings help us 
understand how to respond to political 
polarization? 

 

¶ How am I doing in my own political 
attitudes and actions towards others? 

 

¶ In what specific ways can my faith help 
me combat toxic polarization? 

 
¶ How do I want to respond to what we 

have discussed in these past four 
sessions? 

 

This is not to undervalue ӑresistӒand 
ӑreplace—far from it. There are those of us 
who are called to those tasks. And we may 
be called to different tasks at different 
times. 
 

To learn more, or to participate and figure 
out a common time, please email me. 
 

Faithfully yours,   

Nick 

The Work of Respect and Repair 

The Reverend Nicholas 

Morris-Kliment, Rector 

Wednesday 
Prayers in 
Lent 
 
Join us to begin and/
or end your day with 
prayer from our rich 
Anglican tradition of 
Morning prayer and 
Compline.  Give 
thanks for the day as 
it begins, and as it 
ends. 

 
8:00am and 8:00pm 
on Zoom. 

 

Wednesday,  
February 25 

 
Wednesday 

March 4 
 

Wednesday 
March 11 

 
Wednesday 

March 18 
 

Wednesday, 
March 25 

https://ccneedham.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Summer-2025-FINAL.pdf
mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
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 A Message from Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden 

The many dedicated volunteers at Christ Episcopal 
Church continue to provide a hot and cold meal for our 
MANNA brothers and sisters at the Cathedral in Boston. 
Every month our volunteers prepare five casseroles, 75 
lunch bags, 100 baked goods, 75 bananas, and various 
salad fixings. We are looking for new people to join our 
ministry by either preparing a food item or driving the 
meal into Boston. If you have considered donating 
food or driving, now is the time! If you have any 
questions regarding how you can help, please reach 
out to Barbara Hurley or Lindsay Guerriere. 
 

Christie Towers ( MANNA Program Director and 
Chaplain) has extended invitations to clergy who 
would like to celebrate the Eucharist with the MANNA 
community following the Monday lunch. Our pastor 
Nick is one of the celebrants. Several people from our 
parish have helped serve lunch on our Monday. It's a 
fun and rewarding experience. Please reach out to 
Lindsay Guerriere if you would like to join our group to 
help serve lunch to our brothers and sisters in the 
MANNA community. 
 

A link is available on the church website to sign up for 
the various food items needed every month as well as 
for a driver to transport the food to the Cathedral in 

Boston. There is 
a new sign up 
sheet every 
month. Please 
consider 
donating on a 
MANNA Sunday that works for you! 
 

Another opportunity to support MANNA is to join in the 
10th Annual Winter Walk on March 22. The Winter 
Walk's mission is to "uplift the voices of those who 
have experienced homelessness, breaking down 
negative images and stereotypes through storytelling 
and education". This year the Black Seed Writers Group 
will be featured at the walk! Come see the power of 
storytelling in action! If you are interested in joining 
our friends at MANNA for the walk or making a 
donation to help MANNA reach its $10,000 goal, please 
reach out to Lindsay Guerriere. All funds raised will go 
directly to MANNA. (Lindsay: 
lindsayguerriere@gmail.com) 
 

Thank you again for your continued support.  

'LɃK 9 O9Q LG DGN= GMJ F=A?@:GJȼ 
.=9;=ȸ  9J:9J9 9F< *AF<K9Qȸ !G-+AFAKLJQ &=9<K 

MANNA Monday Lunch Program 
1M:EALL=< :Q *AF<K9Q %M=JJA=J= 9F<  9J:9J9 &MJD=Q 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Having ӑalmostӒfinished my first year as Warden, I 
must say it has truly been a great learning experience, 
and I have enjoyed getting to know the inner workings 
of our church. It has been an exciting and fulfilling year 
on the Vestry.  The Capital Campaign project for the 
renovations to the rectory is completed and the rectory 
looks fantastic.  I hope many of you were able to attend 
Nick and JamieӐs Open House.  Kudos to Michael 
Niden, Christine OӐConnell, Janet Haines and Stefano 
Migliuolo.  They did a fantastic job!  And the next 
project is the Highland Avenue steps. We will keep all 
informed as the project progresses. 
 
Nor did I forget.  We have a new Treasurer for the first 
time in five years. Thank you, Philip Ladd, for all your 
hard work in bringing our finances up to date and 
preparing our 2026 budget. 
 
I would be remiss if I didnӐt give a special thank you to 
the outgoing vestry for their dedicated service and 
diligence: Amy Sweeney, Brian Mukherjee, and Mike 
Niden – and to the Vestry classes of ӏҐҕand ӐҐҖfor their 

continued service:  Ellie Wainwright, Lindsay Guerriere, 
and Patrick OӐConnell and Betsy Amsbary, Andrew 
Fink, and Kimberly Rocco, and our delegates to 
Convention and Deanery, Annie Russell and Ann 
MacFate.  And a special thank you to our outgoing 
Vestry Clerk, MaryAnn Ryan,  since she is required 
under the church by-laws to step down for at least one 
year after serving four years as clerk. 
 
I continue to encourage parish members to join us on a 
Sunday or two for either the 8:15 or 10:00am service. 
The organist and choir are wonderful, NickӐs sermons 
are thoughtful and meaningful 
and coffee hour is a time of 
socializing.  And if you have any 
questions, please donӐt hesitate 
to contact me here.  
 

Thank You. 
Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden 

Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden 

mailto:tedib@verizon.net
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Treasurer's Report, KM:EALL=< :Q .@ADAH *9<<ȸ 2J=9KMJ=J 

Dear Friends, 
 

Here is a look behind the curtain: one of the questions 
your children ask me the most often is why people 
killed Jesus or why they wanted him to die. 
 

There are a lot of answers to this question. Many are 
about power. Jesus was a king, but not the kind of king 
that other people understood. The emperor, the 
normal king, was scared. He wanted to be in charge 
and that meant Jesus needed to die. 
 

Jesus died because of a promise. We know who he is 
because he fulfilled the words that foresaw his 
coming, which included that he would die. 
 

Some people say Jesus had to die because we are 
sinful, that he died so that we could be forgiven. That 
can make it sound like JesusӐs blood is on our hands, 
which isnӐt what we teach. This version of forgiveness 
might seem like good news for us, but itӐs not good 
news for Jesus—and Jesus is The Good News fully and 
entirely. 
 

JesusӐs death is very sad but also very wonderful 
because his death, resurrection, and continued 
presence with us cannot be separated from each 
other. JesusӐs life is made meaningful by the fullness 
of his story, not just one piece of it. And the same is 
true for us. 
 

Who we are as Easter people, as people resurrected 
with Jesus in baptism and promised everlasting life, is 
made meaningful because in this current moment, we 
are mortal. Because we have chances to make 
mistakes, to sin and repent, to get hurt and heal, to 
live whole human lives like Jesus did. 
 

Along the way, we get to learn how 
to be more like Jesus and more 
like the holy, faithful people who 
came before us. As we journey 
through Lent and into Easter, let 
us practice those paths together. 
 

Peace, Bird, ChildrenӐs  
Programming  Coordinator  

 

Bird Treacy, 
ChildrenӐs Programming  

Coordinator  

A Note from Bird Treacy:  

The church had strong operating results in January as 
several parishioners prepaying their 2026 pledges, or 
paying in early January.  WeӐve put the extra cash to 
work in our money market fund, which currently has a 
balance of just over $126,000. 
 
Having a real New England winter is showing up on our 
energy and snow removal expenses, both significantly 
more than this time last year.  LetӐs hope the weather 
moderates so we can shiver less, and the churchӐs 
expenses return to normal levels. 
 
At the February 12th Vestry meeting it was voted to re-
elect Dave Borah as head of the Investment Committee, 
a position I have held for the past three years.  As an 
accounting control it is advisable to separate the 
TreasurerӐs and Investment Committee Chair roles, and 
Dave is highly qualified to resume this job. I look 
forward to working with him. 
 
One important deadline in our financial calendar is the 
filing of our Parochial Report with the Diocese, which 
has to be filed by March 1st to avoid significant 
financial penalties.  Nick and I completed our 
respective sections of this report, and it was approved 
by the Vestry and filed well before the deadline. 

Some projects seem to have a life of their own, and that 
has been the case with the preparation of the Balance 
Sheet, and setting up separate accounts for the various 
donor-restricted endowment accounts.  At the risk of 
being repetitive, we are getting closer to wrapping up 
these projects, but are taking the time to make sure we 
get it right.  Once done, we will be able, for the first 
time in years, to generate an accurate balance sheet 
from our accounting software. 
 

As always I welcome any questions. 
 

Philip Ladd 

Philip Ladd 

mailto:pladd51@gmail.com
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Go Deeper In Worship 
 

Join Us For Instructed Eucharist on 
Sunday, March 15 
 

The Celebration of the Holy Eucharist is full of mystery—
and the mystery is part of what draws us, people of all 
ages and varied experiences, into worship and wonder. 
Still, there are many particular details of the liturgy that 
you might have questions about! Join us at 10am on 
Sunday March 15 for an Instructed Eucharist. During this 
service, weӐll offer brief moments of background 
narration to inform our worship as we move through 
each element of the liturgy. 

 Holy Week and Easter 
Palm Sunday: March 29 

10:00am (one service - No 8:15am) 
Palm Procession, Passion Play, and Holy Eucharist  

 

Maundy Thursday: April 2 
6:00pm  Simple Supper 
7:00pm  Holy Eucharist with Foot Washing (Choir) 

 

Good Friday: April 3 
12 Noon  Traditional Stations of the Cross 
3:30pm  Intergenerational Sensory Stations of  the Cross 
7:00pm Ecumenical Seven Last Words with Methodists,   

Congregationalists and Unitarian (CEC Hosts) 
 

Easter Sunday: April 5 
10:00am   Festive Worship, Easter Egg Hunt to follow. 

 Faithful Families for Lent 
 

If you want to engage in more faith-focused activities 
and rituals at home but youӐre not sure how, youӐre 
not alone! This is one of the most common challenges 
Christian parents describe—but you are your childӐs 
number one faith influence, so what you do matters. 
 

This Lent, weӐll begin our new family-focused 
breakfast formation program, beginning at 9:15am in 
the Upper Parish Hall. We will meet between services 
and this program will continue as an intermittent 
seasonal offering at other times of the church year. 
WeӐll do plenty of hands-on activities, draw on 
practices used in the church school, and talk about 
how these practices can grow and change with our 
families. Families of all ages and stages, with and 
without children, are invited to join us for any or all 
sessions. HereӐs what we have in store. 
 

Sunday February 22: 5@=J= 7GMJ 2J=9KMJ= 'K 
Build up your treasures in heaven! During this initial 
series of sessions weӐll build our own treasure boxes 
of faith-at-home tools and traditions.  
 
Sunday March 1: .J9Q=J 29:D= OAL@ .9J=FLK 
This fall we began a new prayer practice in our 
classrooms – and itӐs been a real hit! Your young 
people will have the opportunity to lead you through 
this practice and weӐll consider what tools would help 
you create your own prayer table at home. 
 

Sunday March 8: *=FL Ȏ *9E=FL OAL@ !@AD<J=F 
Lament is a spiritual practice and a necessary one –
and Lent is the perfect time to think about it. Bird will 
share activities from Dr. Valerie GrissomӐs work on 
lament and story sharing with children and youth and 
weӐll try some together. 
 

Sunday March 15: 29DCAF? 2G %G<ȹ 2@= #P9E=F $GJ
DD ?=K 

What is the Examen? Technically speaking, itӐs a 
traditional Ignatian spiritual practice—but really, itӐs 
just a fancy name for talking to God about your day. 
During this session, weӐll learn how to pray the 
Examen with different tools ranging from board 
books to beads to zines/art journals, and how praying 
the Examen can help build your familyӐs spiritual 
muscles. 
 

Sunday March 22:  =@GD<AF? &GDQ 5==C 
The days from Palm Sunday until Easter are among 
the fullest in the entire church year and it can be hard 
to tell all of those stories as fully and with as much 
context as we might like. On this Sunday before Palm 
Sunday, weӐll spend some time preparing for 
everything ahead so we can be really present to GodӐs 
great story. 
 

Save The Date for Sunday April 26: Faithful 
Families for Ascension, Pentecost, & The Green 

Growing Days 
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 ̯̯̯ A message from Mary-Katherine Fletcher, 
Minister of Music 
Somehow, itӐs already time for Lent to begin! With its 
start being so early this year, we can only hope and pray 
that some warmer, spring-like temperatures might start 
to creep in as Easter approaches. But regardless of the 
weather outside, our music ministry has some big plans 
for musical events that will warm your hearts during this 
liturgical season.  
 

First, and foremost, of course is Holy Week - a church 
choirӐs busiest but possibly most fulfilling time of the 
liturgical year. Year after year, Holy Week remains one of 
my musical highlights - and our choir rehearsals will 
soon feature some incredible music specifically for these 
days. Speaking of choir rehearsalsӈ 
 

Our choir would love for new members to join us and 
Lent is the perfect time of year to give singing in the 
choir a try. Consider singing with us for these next 40 
days! You donӐt have to commit to every Thursday night 
or even every Sunday morning. But our group is one of 
the warmest, most welcoming choirs I have ever been a 
part of, and you might soon find yourself looking 
forward to rehearsals and services each week!  
 

As we look ahead to March, on the 8th of March we 
celebrate International WomenӐs Day and I plan to honor 
that single day with an entire monthӐs worth of music by 
women composers. Each week of March, all preludes 
and postludes, and at least one choral anthem will all be 
written by women composers. It is so important to draw 
attention to these under-represented composers, and I 
canӐt wait to introduce these pieces to you.  

Lastly, I hope you will mark your calendars for the next 
performances in our concert series. First up, is a piano 
performance on Sunday, February 22 at 3pm by a friend 
of mine from grad school, DJ Cleavinger. He is an 
absolutely fabulous performer and has put together a 
wonderful program designed to celebrate our countryӐs 
250th birthday. I hope you will join us for an afternoon of 
gorgeous solo piano music.  
 

The next concert in our series will be held (tentatively) 
on Sunday, March 22 at 3pm and will be the culmination 
of our celebration of women composers. Our choir - and 
special guests - will perform a 
program entirely comprised of 
works by women composers. It 
is sure to be fabulous! 
 

As you can see, we have much to 
look forward to in this season of 
Lent. I hope you are looking 
forward to all these different 
events as much as I am. And I 
hope that you will seriously 
consider joining your voice with 
the voices of our choir over the 
next six weeks.  
 

Wishing you a blessed Lenten season, 
 

Mary-Katherine, Minister of Music 
music@ccneedham.org 

Mary- Katherine Fletcher, 
Minister of Music 

After successfully completing the Rectory, the building 
phase of BTT turns its attention to the Highland Avenue 
Steps, the second major objective of the Campaign. The 
Vestry has engaged the architect of the Rectory project 
to draw up plans to bid out to contractors. The Building 
Committee of the BTT Campaign, consisting of Janet 
Haines, Stefano Migliuolo, and Mike Niden, chaired by 
Property Chair Joe Sweeney with financial oversight by 

Treasurer Philip Ladd will move through a bidding 
process to hire a contractor, who will, in concert with 
town approvals as necessary, bring us the safe, 
beautiful, and inviting steps that we need to offer 
hospitality to our neighbors. Stay tuned for further 
developments. Again, thank you to all who have 
participated in this important campaign, which raised 
$710,000, with 87% of that total already in hand. 

Building for Today and Tomorrow: On to the Steps! 

D=ǘ LG JA?@LȹBecca Bly, Lisa Fletcher, Dani Shevchenko, Bo Shevchenko, Alex Pesa, Mark Anderson, Vee Crider, Thai Johnson, Tristen Fuller, 
Phil Crider, Leo Balkovetz, Sarah Molina, MaryAnn Ryan, Katie Cloutier, RoseMary Fletcher 

mailto:music@ccneedham.org
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 Blessings to All from The Community 
Gallery, 
 

I am sure many of you have seen the 
beautiful artwork of Jean McCarthy 
that is currently being displayed in 
the Upper Parish Hall. Come visit 
with Jean at her reception on 
Sunday, February 22nd during Coffee 
Hour. JeanӐs works are available for 
purchase, and 50% of the sales goes 
to the Rectors Discretionary Fund, 
which helps with food, rent and 
utilities. More news 
to come soon for 
our next artist.  
 
Blessings, Lucy  

Greetings from The 
Community Art Gallery 

 

The Knitting Ministry continues to meet on the 2nd Monday of 
each month at 10:00am. We meet in the Memorial Room and 
all are welcome to join us as we work to provide winter hats for 
our friends at MANNA. The more the merrier! Many Thanks!  

 

Bea Dagdigian & the Knitting Ministry didge@verizon.net 

Knitting Ministry 

 The Giving Tree 2025 

As happens every year, the Giving Tree was full of gifts from all of you. We are so grateful to all of you for your 
generosity. The gifts were all beautiful, and Walker School, Shepherd House, and Transition House all expressed 
how important your gift are for their clients. Thank you for all you support!  Alyssa, Harding and Donna 

 

The menӐs prayer group continued to meet weekly this past year 
mostly over Zoom, although we just started to meet in person 
on the first Tuesday of the month for an extended 90 mins (7:30-
9:00am). On the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesday of the month we meet 
from 8-9:00am on Zoom. We are always accepting and open to 
new men who are curious about how to make sense of scripture 
and its application in our lives. On average we had about five to 
six curious souls in attendance, with as many as eight. Rev. Nick 
is our host and helps us deepen our understanding of both 
historical context and cultural dynamics of Jesus' time. We read 
scripture in the style of *=;LAG "ANAF9 (Latin for ɄDivine Reading"), 
which is a traditional monastic practice of scriptural reading, 
meditation and prayer that is intended to promote communion 
with God and to increase the knowledge of God's word.  
 

Please consider joining us as we love the opportunity to 
welcome new members for fellowship and study. 
 

Blessings, John Carr  johncarr268@gmail.com 

MenӐs Prayer Group  
Tuesdays 

at 8am 

Donna Vello, Alyssa Kence, Dorothy Rifai 
ready to load the cars for deliveries. 

Alyssa Kence delivering to 
the Walker School. 

Harding Ounanian, Jr. 
handing off the gift cards 
to Transition House.  

mailto:didge@verizon.net
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logos_(Christianity)
mailto:johncarr268@gmail.com
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We thank Brian Mukherjee, Michael 
Niden, and Amy Sweeney for their three 
years of Vestry service, and MaryAnn 
Ryan for her four years of service as 
Clerk of the Vestry. These four members 
served faithfully during an unusual time 
when we were without Wardens or a 
Treasurer. Their wisdom, energy, 
creativity, skill and dedication to the 
well-being of the Parish were crucial in 
making our way during this Wilderness 
time with confidence and hope. 

Annual Meeting 2026 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Meeting Elections 
Welcome to our new Vestry Members and Officers! 
 

Thank you to all who took part in the Annual Meeting business and 
fellowship. I am delighted that we elected a strong slate, which includes 
Co-Warden: Janet Haines. She will serve as one Co-Warden for two 
years, the first of which will be alongside Tedi Eaton (our by-laws call for 
two Co-Wardens). The Vestry class of 2029 features Abby Carr, Patrick 
Gatto, and Patty Smith. Denise DeGroff will serve as Clerk. Annie Russell 
and Anne MacFate will serve as our representatives to Diocesan 
Convention and Charles River Deanery Gatherings. Thank you to all who 
are serving in this way.  Left to right: Abby Carr, Patrick Gatto, Patty 
Smith, Annie Russell and Ann MacFate. 

Denise DeGroff, Clerk 

Janet Haines, Co-Warden 

Wednesday Prayers in 
Lent:  
Starting February 28 and 
ending March 25  
(2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25) 
 

We will gather on Zoom at 
8am and 8pm for Morning 
Prayer and Compline. A great 
way to begin and end your day. 
Links will go out each 
Wednesday morning. 
 

Wednesday, February 18th 
Ash Wednesday Services 
(Chapel) 
§ 7.30am 
§ 12:00pm 
§ 7:30pm (with Choir and 

hymns) 
 

Holy Week Services 
 

Sunday, March 29th 
Palm Sunday 
§ ,G ȗȹȐȔ9E 1=JNA;= GJ
!@MJ;@ 1;@GGD 

§ 10am  Liturgy of the Palms 
and Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Thursday, April 2nd, 7:30pm 
Maundy Thursday with foot 
washing 
 

Friday, April 3rd  
Good Friday 
§ 12:00pm: Traditional 

Stations of the Cross 
 

§ 3:30pm: Intergenerational 
Sensory Stations of the 
Cross 

 

§ 7:00pm: Ecumenical Seven 
Last Words of Jesus 

 

Sunday, April 5th 
Easter Sunday 
§ 10:00am  Festive Eucharist 

with Easter Egg hunt to 
follow 
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2025 Giraffe Award goes to Janet Haines! 

We enjoyed a fun and meaningful day 
packing ValentineӐs Day care packages 
for our college students. Thank you to 
everyone who donated and helped 
make this ministry possible. It was 
wonderful to see the pictures of so 
many smiling faces at colleges near 
and far as students shared their treats 
with friends.  A special thank you to 
Grace, Abby, Parker, Lila, Brooks, and 
Ava for carefully packing all the 
goodies and decorating the boxes so 
beautifully with ValentineӐs stickers. 
Your creativity and thoughtfulness 
made each package extra special! We 
are so grateful for the generosity and 
support of our Church community. 

&3%# 2& ,) 7-3 LG "A9F= %9ALD=Qȸ
)AE 0ML@=J>GJ<ȸ 9F< %AFFQ 7=J9<A >GJ
GF;= 9?9AF KH=9J@=9<AF? L@AK
AEHGJL9FL 9F< E=9FAF?>MD HJGB=;Lȼ 

Lauren Bedford (Bill & Dottie 
Hagar's granddaughter) 

The ValentineɃs Day package 
from church arrived today! It was 
such a nice surprise and a big 
thank you to everyone who 
helped put it together :) 
 

~ Claire Aufferman 
 

Just wanted to thank you for the 
ValentineɃs Day box. It was very 
thoughtful. ~ Will Kence  

Church school student who helped 
us: Grace and Abby O'Connell, Parker 
and Lila Kubica, Brooks and Eve Gatto 

ValentineӐs Day Cookie a Grand Success 

Lydia Morris-Kliment 

(L) Tommy Hagar 
(Bill & Dottie 
Hagar's grandson) 

The Giraffe Award is bestowed annually by vote of the Vestry upon a 
member of the Parish not currently serving on the Vestry, who has 
stuck his or her neck out in support of the ministry and mission of 
the parish, going the extra mile. The winner of the 28th Giraffe 
Award is Janet Haines. Janet been an active member of Christ 
Church for more than 35 years, serving as a Church school teacher, 
Superintendent of the Church School, Pageant Director, Chair of the 
Church Fair, coordinator of the Church Bowling League, and over 
the last 10 years, Vestry member, Assistant Treasurer, Finance 
Committee member. Most recently she was the financial manager of 
the recent Rectory renovation, which came in ahead of schedule 
and under budget. Thank you, Janet, for all you have done for the 
Parish and now for offering your gifts as Warden. 

(L) Maddox Bedford  
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Solar System Update 
The solar system continues to generate savings for 
the Church and carbon-free energy for our power 
needs. The system generated about 3,837 kWh of 
electricity last month, 57,757 kWh in 2025. As 
context, saving 57,000 kWh is the equivalent of not 
burning about 70 barrels of oil. We generated more 
electricity than five four-person households use in 
a year. 
 

By avoiding having to pay for all the electricity we 
used, we saved the Church about $9,827 last year. 
That reflects an update to the formula we use for 
estimating how much we are saving to reflect the 
fact that electricity costs are averaging around 
thirty cents per kWh (whereas previously we were 
using a twenty five cent assumption). Also, the loan 
that the church took out in order to purchase a 
portion of our solar system ended in September 
2025, so the church no longer needs to make 
payments on that loan, and therefore the savings 
from the system will increase substantially from 
here on out.     Kevin Ruddy, Green Team 

You may not be aware that there is a group of 
parishioners who have been purchasing solar 
credits from the church. We should all give a huge 
thanks to the Escalantes, Janet Haines, the Allens, 
the Keeners, the Ruddys and the Heckers for their 
generosity in allowing the church to get the full 
benefit of our solar system. The reason this is 
necessary is because every month the church 
generates more solar energy than the combined 
usage of the church and the rectory! For a time, 
the church was just building up a credit on its 
Eversource account, which wasnӐt benefiting 
anyone. But we worked out an arrangement with 
Eversource that allows us to sell the account 
credits we generate to this group of parishioners. 
For this group of parishioners, they make a pre-
purchase and then each month they get a portion 
of the credits the church generates. So they 
basically make zero-interest loans to the church, 
which enables the church to unlock the value of 
the excess electricity we create. We want to thank 
these parishioners for their generosity. 

Liturgical Changes for 
Sundays in Lent: Lent 
Begins February 18th with 
Ash Wednesday 
 

The Color Purple:  
Associated with humility, penitence, and wisdom that 
comes from the willingness to look within. Purple is 
also associated with royalty, as the dye was quite 
costly to manufacture in ancient times. Royalty and 
humility—this is the nature of Jesus, the servant/king. 
 

The Great Litany:  
Worship on the first Sunday in Lent begins with the 
Great Litany. The Great Litany is an ancient, 
comprehensive prayer petitioning God for protection 
from the sin and brokenness plaguing us personally 
and corporately. It gathers up prayer for the 
categories of humanity called for in our Prayer Book: 
the whole Church, its members and mission; our 
nation and those in authority; the welfare of the 
world; the concerns of our local community; those 
who suffer or are in trouble; and those who have died. 
It sets the stage for a season of introspection, tending 
to the brokenness within us and around us, and 
seeking ways to restore ourselves and those around 
us to health. A long set of prayers said in unison and in 
response to a leader binds worshippers together in a 
common spirit, much the same way a hymn does.  
 

The Penitential Order:  
During the rest of the Sundays in Lent, the service 
begins with the Penitential Order, which brings us 
back to basics. The Ten Commandments set out the 
basic framework for a life that is right with God and 
our neighbor. The Confession reminds us where we 
fall short and provides language to help us seek 
healing.  
 

A Change in the Eucharistic Prayer:  
We continue with Prayer A from the Prayer Book, a 
simple statement of GodӐs plan of salvation.  
 

The Prayers of the People are Form IV from the 
Prayer Bookȹ 
We will be refreshing the prayer list. Contact  the office 
to make sure your prayer requests are remembered in 
the Sunday prayers.  

Parishioner Financial 
Support for Church—
Solar Credit Purchases 



 

Page 10 / The Visitor  -  Winter-Spring 2026, Lent/Easter 

Nearly 5 years after being brought 
home by the granddaughter of one of 
Christ ChurchӐs sextons in the ҏҗҔҎӐs, 
one of our choir stalls has been 
lovingly crafted into a magnificent 
dining room table.  Jessica Friswell, 
granddaughter of Archie Friswell, sent 
us these pictures just before 
Thanksgiving.  She wrote, ӑI am so 
excited to share that after a lot of 
measuring, researching the physics of 
tables to prevent tipping, and 
geometry, my dad and I have 
completed my dining room table made 
from the pew from Christ Church in 
Needham.Ӓ 

 

 

MLK Day at Needham High School 

 

Wednesday Bible Study continues the 
academic year reading the Nag Hammadi 
which is a collection of gospels that were 
contemporary with the gospels in our New 
Testament. They were considered heretical 
and lost to history until the mid-1900Ӑs when 
they were unearthed in Egypt.  Many of them 
take a gnostic approach which results in an 
alternative interpretation of the life of Jesus.   
 

Classes meet 10-11:30am and 7-8:30pm every 
Wednesday in the Memorial Room and on 
zoom until the end of May.  Tracy Rubin, 2012 
graduate of Harvard Divinity School, leads the 
discussion. Familiarity with the Bible is not a 
prerequisite.  We welcome all.  If youӐre 
interested in participating in this interactive 
discussion please contact Kaitlin in the office 
office@ccneedham.org.  ItӐs not too late!  

Wednesday Bible Study:  
Nag Hammadi Library   
KM:EALL=< :Q 2J9;Q 0M:AF 

Photo Credit:  
The Nag Hammadi Library 

Tracy  Rubin 
Bible Study meets each Wednesday 
both in person and on zoom at 
10am and 7pm 

As part of a joyful and thought provoking celebration, Nick and Dr. 
Huma Farid, MD, representatives of the Needham Interfaith Leadership 
Association, offered remarks on their shared Christian and Muslim 
perspectives on the legacy of King for our time. They both noted that, 
after spending some time in intentional conversation, they had much 
more in common than his clergy collar and her hijab might have 
suggested. 
 
The full highlights on the Needham Channel can be found here:  

Pews from the 
Chancel in the Main 
Church Given New 
Life as a Dining 
Room Table  

Nick and Dr. Farid at MLK Day, January 19, 2026 

mailto:office@ccneedham.org
https://www.google.com/search?q=needham+tv+mlk+day&oq=needham+tv+mlk+day&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyCQgAEEUYORigATIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRirAjIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAcQIRiPAjIHCAgQIRiPAtIBCDQ2OTZqMGo3qAIIsAIB8QX1I87pOEfr4PEF9SPO6ThH6-A&sou
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February/March/April 2026 Calendar 
Sunday, February 15 
8:15am  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
10:00am  Holy Eucharist Rite II (MC & online) 
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
7:00pm  AA Needham On Time (UPH 
 

Monday, February 16 – PresidentӐs Day 
Office Closed 
 

Tuesday, February 17 
8:00am  MenӐs Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
6:00pm  Pancake Supper (UPH) 
 

Wednesday, February 18 – Ash 
Wednesday  
7:30am  Imposition of the Ashes (Chapel) 
10:00am   Morning Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
12:00pm  Imposition of the Ashes (Chapel) 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study (Zoom Only) 
7:00pm  Imposition of the Ashes (Chapel) 
 

Thursday, February 19 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Saturday, February 21 
5:00pm  AA Big Book Step (UPH) 
 

Sunday, February 22 – The First Sunday 
in Lent 
8:15am  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
9:15am Faithful Families for Lent, Where 
Your Treasure Is 
10:00am   Holy Eucharist Rite II (MC & 
online) 
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
7:00pm  AA Needham On Time (UPH 
 

Monday, February 23 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, February 24 
8:00am  MenӐs Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Wednesday, February 25 
8:00am  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study (Zoom Only) 
8:00pm  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, February 26 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Saturday, February 28 
5:00pm  AA Big Book Step (UPH) 
 

Sunday, March 1 – The Second Sunday in 
Lent 
8:15am  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
9:15am Faithful Families for Lent, Prayer 
Table with Parents 
10:00am  Holy Eucharist Rite II (MC & online) 
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
7:00pm  AA Needham On Time (UPH) 
 

Monday, March 2 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, March 3 
8:00am  MenӐs Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
5:00pm  Property Committee (MR) 
 

Wednesday, March 4 
8:00am  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study (Zoom Only) 
8:00pm  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
Thursday, March 5 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Saturday, March 7 
5:00pm  AA Big Book Step (UPH) 
 

Sunday, March 8 – The Third Sunday in 
Lent 
8:15am  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
9:15am Faithful Families for Lent, Lent & 
Lament with Children 
10:00am  Holy Eucharist Rite II (MC & online) 
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
11:30am   MANNA Food Drop-off (Library lot) 
7:00pm  AA Needham On Time (UPH) 
 

Monday, March 9 
10:00am  Knitting Ministry (Memorial Room) 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, March 10 
8:00am  MenӐs Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm  Finance Committee (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, March 11 
8:00am  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
8:00pm  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, March 12 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Saturday, March 14 
5:00pm  AA Big Book Step (UPH) 
 

Sunday, March 15 – The Fourth Sunday in 
Lent—One Service 
9:15am Faithful Families for Lent, Talking 
to God: The Examen for All Ages 
10:00am  Holy Eucharist Rite II (MC & online) 
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
7:00 pm  AA Needham On Time (UPH) 
 

Monday, March 16 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, March 17 
8:00am  MenӐs Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm  Vestry (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, March 18 
8:00am  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
8:00pm  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, March 19 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Saturday, March 21 
5:00pm  AA Big Book Step (UPH) 
 

Sunday, March 22 – The Fifth Sunday in 
Lent 
8:15am  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 

9:15am Faithful Families for Lent, 
Beholding Holy Week 
10:00am  Holy Eucharist Rite II (MC & online) 
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
7:00pm  AA Needham On Time (UPH) 
 

Monday, March 23 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, March 24 
8:00am  MenӐs Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Wednesday, March 25 
8:00am  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
8:00pm  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, March 26 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Saturday, March 28 
5:00pm  AA Big Book Step (UPH) 
 

Sunday, March 29 – Palm Sunday 
,G ȗȹȐȔ9E 1=JNA;= GJ !@MJ;@ 1;@GGD 
10:00am  Liturgy of the Palms and Holy 
Eucharist Rite II (MC & online) 
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
7:00pm  AA Needham On Time (UPH) 
 

Monday, March 30 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, March 31 
8:00am  MenӐs Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Wednesday, April 1 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, April 2 – Maundy Thursday 
6:00pm   Simple Supper (UPH) 
7:00pm  Holy Eucharist with Foot Washing 
 

Friday, April 3 – Good Friday 
12:00pm  Traditional Stations of the Cross 
3:30pm  All-Ages Sensory Stations of the 
Cross 
7:00pm  Ecumenical 7 Last Words (MC/
Online) 
 

Saturday, April 4 
5:00pm  AA Big Book Step (UPH) 
 

Sunday, April 5 – Easter Sunday 
10:00am  Festive Easter Worship (MC and 
online) 
11:00am  Easter Egg Hunt (Front lawn) 
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
7:00pm  AA Needham On Time (UPH) 
 

Monday, April 6 – Easter Monday 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, April 7 
8:00am  MenӐs Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
5:00pm  Property Committee (MR) 
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!@JAKL #HAK;GH9D !@MJ;@ 
1132 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 
781-444-1469 
Website ӢFacebookӢYouTube 

!D=J?Q 9F< 1L9ǠȚ 
The Rev. Nick Morris-Kliment, 
Rector, Ext: 113 
nick@ccneedham.org   

 

Mary-Katherine CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊΣ  
aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ of Music 
music@ccneedham.org 
 

Bird Treacy, ChildrenӐs 
Programming Coordinator,  
children@ccneedham.org   

 

Kaitlin McSweeney, Office Manger 
office@ccneedham.org  Ext: 110 

 

Woody Hughes, Facilities 
Manager, 413-530-7850 
facilities@ccneedham.org  

 

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper   
control@ccneedham.org   
 

-ǡ;=JK 
Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden 
Janet Haines, Co-Warden 
Philip Ladd, Treasurer 
Denise DeGroff, Clerk 

 

4=KLJQ 
Abby Carr (Class of ӐҐҗ 
Patrick Gatto (Class of ӐҐҗӧ 
Patty Smith (Class of ӐҐҗӧ 
Betsy Amsbary (Class of ӐҐҖӧ 
Andrew Fink (Class of ӐҐҖӧ 
Kimberly Rocco (Class of ӐҐҖӧ 
Ellie Wainwright (Class of ӐҐҕӧ 
Lindsay Guerriere (Class of ӐҐҕӧ 
Pat OӐConnell (Class of ӐҐҕӧ 

!GFN=FLAGF "=D=?9L=K 
Annie Russell, Anne McFate 

 -ǗA;= &GMJKȹ 
Monday-Thursday:  9:30am—ҐӆґҎpm 
Friday: 9:30am—Ґpm 
 

NickӐs sabbath is Friday, with an email sabbath too! 
 

Staff Meeting: Tuesdays at 11am 
 

Admin Meeting: Mondays at 12:30pm 
 

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper: Works remotely, 
control@ccneedham.org 
 

2@= GǗA;= AK ;DGK=< GF 9DD >=<=J9D 9F< KL9L= @GDA<9QKȷ 

Wednesday, April 8 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, April 9 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Saturday, April 11 
5:00pm  AA Big Book Step (UPH) 
Sunday, April 12 – The First Sunday in 
Easter 
8:15am  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
10:00am  Holy Eucharist Rite II (MC & online) 
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
11:30am   MANNA Food Drop-off (Library lot) 
7:00 pm  AA Needham On Time (UPH) 
 

Monday, April 13 
10:00am  Knitting Ministry (Memorial Room) 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, April 14 
8:00am  MenӐs Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm   Finance Committee (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, April 15 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, April 16 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Saturday, April 18 
5:00pm  AA Big Book Step (UPH) 
 

Sunday, April 19 – The Second Sunday in 
Easter 
8:15am  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
10:00am  Holy Eucharist Rite II (MC & online) 
 

Monday, April 20 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, April 21 
8:00am  MenӐs Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm  Vestry Meeting (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, April 22 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, April 23 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Saturday, April 25 
5:00pm  AA Big Book Step (UPH) 
 

Sunday, April 26 – The Fourth Sunday in 
Easter 
8:15am  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel 
9:15am Faithful Families for Ascension, 
Pentecost, & The Green Growing Days 
10:00am  Holy Eucharist Rite II (MC & online) 
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
7:00pm  AA Needham On Time (UPH) 
 

Monday, April 27 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, April 28 
8:00am  MenӐs Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Wednesday, April 29 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, April 30 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Saturday, May 2 
5:00pm  AA Big Book Step (UPH) 
 

Sunday, May 3 – The Fifth Sunday in 
Easter 
8:15am  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
10:00am  Holy Eucharist Rite II (MC & online) 
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
7:00pm  AA Needham On Time (UPH) 

April/May2026 Calendar 
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https://ccneedham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchneedham/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt0k93brP-KEZC3D7XNP2gw
mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
mailto:music@ccneedham.org
mailto:children@ccneedham.org
mailto:office@ccneedham.org
mailto:facilites@ccneedham.org
mailto:control@ccneedham.org
https://ccneedham.org/calendar/

