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NEEDHAM

The Reverend Nicholas
Morris-Kliment, Rector

Open House at
the Rectory

Please drop by the
expanded and
renovated Rectory
on Homestead Park
on December 20
between 1pm and
5pm for some
Christmas cheer and
fellowship, and to
see what your
generosity
accomplished!

Greetings Friends,

The weather has turned chilly, and
daylight continues to dwindle. Advent is
here.

Our Advent scriptures are full of
references to light and dark, chaos and
order, sudden endings and beginnings,
warnings about the unknowability of it all
and thus the exhortation to be on
constant alert for the return of Jesus into
human history.

Our tradition has had very much good to
say about light, and very little good to say
about darkness. Barbara Brown Taylor,
writing in Learning How to Walk in the
Dark, shows that darkness has been used
as a synonym for sin, ignorance, spiritual
blindness and death.

In the long stretch of human history
preceding the coming of electricity,
assigning primarily negative associations
to darkness may have made some
practical sense. However, as Brown Taylor
argues, “At the theological level, this
language creates all sorts of problems. It
divides every day in two, pitting the light
part against the dark part. It tucks all the
sinister stuff into the dark part, identifying
God with the sunny part and leaving you
to deal with the rest on your own time. It
implies things about dark-skinned people
and sight-impaired people that are not
true. Worst of all, it offers people a giant

GRATEFUL HEARTS 2026 QUICKLINKS

Printable version of Nick's letter

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Pledge card (to print, fill out, & return)

Pledge online (no Realm account needed)

closet in which they can store everything
that threatens or frightens them without
thinking too much about those

things.” (p. 7) She calls the insistence that
a real life with God must always be in the
light, “full solar spirituality.”

In response, she offers a look at her own
exploration of “lunar spirituality” which
embraces darkness as a place of growth,
learning, and spiritual power, and
suggests that solar and lunar spiritualities
exist in balance. Together they offer a way
of experiencing the fullness of God in all
the circumstances of our lives. As she
points out, God created light out of the
darkness. “The light God called day; the
darkness God called night. There was
evening there was morning, the first

day.” (Genesis 1.5)

These are days of anxiety, chaos, and
sorrow for many, as well as days of peace,
order, and joy for others—our individual
circumstances may vary. Our world is
complex.

But Advent reminds us that wherever we
are, Jesus is with us in dark and in light.
“Darkness is not dark to God; the night is
as bright as the day.” (Psalm 139.12)

May God bless us all in our darkness and
our light this Advent and Christmas, and
always.
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ANNUAL APPEAL

As of publication we have $252,290 pledged

from 56 households. Thank you!

CHRIST I CHURCH
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Tedi Eaton, co-Warden

Upcoming
Designated
Vestry Person:

Ellie Wainwright
(Nov, Dec, Jan)
elliew210@

yahoo.com

Dear Parishioners,

Fall has definitely arrived, and we are
closing in on the Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays. The days are chillier,

| and the winds are blowing - but no snow

yet! Church schoolis in full swing, and it is
wonderful to see the young people
attending Godly Play with Bird Treacy, and
participating in the Sunday service. We
have also had several delightful concerts
conducted by our Minister of Music, Mary-
Katherine Fletcher, and our talented choir.
If you haven’t had a chance to attend one of
these concerts, you are definitely missing
out on a real treat. Please join us and come
down on a Sunday afternoon for an hour or
so and lighten up your spirits. You won’t
regret it.

This is a busy time of year for Christ
Episcopal Church. These holidays mean
many things to many of us. And it is also a
busy time for our church as we prepare for
our religious festivities. Advent is
approaching, the Christmas pageant will be
seeking volunteers, and another concert is
scheduled for early December. Lay service
is always looking for volunteers—as much
or as little as you can provide—MANNA
prepares lunch for the homeless on the
second Monday of every month, Altar Guild
prepares the sanctuary for each service.

MANNA Monday Lunch Program

The many dedicated volunteers at CCN continue to
provide a hot and cold meal for our MANNA brothers and
sisters at the Cathedral in Boston. Every month our
volunteers prepare five casseroles, 75 lunch bags, 100
baked goods, 75 bananas, and various salad fixings. We
are blessed this year by several new faces who have
joined our ministry by either preparing a food item or
driving the meal into Boston.

The Knitting Ministry has been busy all year knitting
warm and colorful winter hats for the MANNA
community. The hats will be included with the December

MANNA food delivery.

Christie Towers (MANNA Program Director and Chaplain)
has extended invitations to clergy who would like to

The Annual
MANNA Day of ,
Gratitude will be /5
celebrated again =
this year on
Thanksgiving Day, November 27. Opportunities are
available to serve or donate a pie.

A Message from Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden

Ushers help pass out Sunday leaflets and
guide parts of the service. And we cannot
forget the various members who serve as
Lector, Chalice, Intercessor, Crucifer.

Thank you also to Barbara Hurley and Phil
Crider for your work on the Sunday Coffee
Hour and the Haiti Committee for helping
with our support for a school in Lucile, Haiti.

Thank you also to Joe Sweeney as the
Property Committee Chair and to our
Treasurer Philip Ladd. If | missed anyone,
thank you! What a great group of people

| have learned much in the past year and
still have much to learn. What a wonderful
way to learn what Christ Episcopal Church
is all about by getting involved! Please
consider offering you for as much or as little
asyou can. It will be very much
appreciated, and please consider running
for office. Information about the election
can be found on page nine.

Please send any thoughts and questions to
me here. Thank you and Best wishes for a
happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and a
happy, healthy holiday season. And please
join us for Sunday worship whenever you
can!

Thank You.
Tedi Eaton, Warden

We always welcome and encourage new parishioners to
participate in our ministry. A link is available on the
church website to sign up for the various food items
needed every month as well as for a driver to transport

the food to the Cathedral in Boston.

celebrate the Eucharist with the MANNA community

following the Monday lunch. Our pastor Nick has been
one of the celebrants this fall.

Thank you again for your continued support and for the
very generous monetary contributions we have received.

It’s a way to love our neighbor!
Peace, Barbara and Lindsay, Co-Ministry Heads
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Treasurer's Re port, submitted by Philip Ladd, Treasurer

In addition to the normal financial issues that need
attention, I've been focused on three key areas. I’'m not
yet at the point of being able to cross them off my “to
do” list, but we’ve made good progress.

We had a productive first meeting of the finance
committee and have been greatly helped by the input
from Nick and his team. | view budget preparation as
perhaps the most important responsibility of the
Treasurer and Finance Committee and welcome
Afirst area is getting current on the annual audits for anyone’s input into the process.
the Diocese. The Diocesan auditor, Gail Murphy, has
now completed the audits for both 2023 and 2024.
There are a number of recommendations that | will be
discussing with Vestry, so we can report back to the
Diocese on our plans to comply with these
recommendations. | anticipate having this project
complete by the end of December, and the auditor and |
agree we will have the 2025 audit completed by the end
of April.

The Church is very fortunate to have an endowment
and a healthy rental income stream, which together
provide over $250,000 of support for our operations. As
we all know, however, our annual gifts to the church are
essential to our financial health. Thank you to those of
you who have already pledged, and a special thank you
to those who were able to increase their pledges for
next year. For those of you who are still considering
their pledges, it would be great if you could convey your
decision to the church before Christmas, as pledge
income plays a key part in our budget planning.

Philip Ladd

A second area is the clean-up of our 50+ donor-
restricted endowment accounts. The Finance
Committee has come up with a plan to update the
value of each account to account for recent investment
gains, and to set up separate investment accounts so
we can easily track these accounts in the future, and
make sure the investment income is being spent as the
donors’ specified. By the time you read this | hope to
have Vestry’s approval to our plan, and to move
immediately into the implementation phase of this
project.

The third area of focus is the work to develop a budget
for 2026, to be approved first by Vestry and then
presented to the congregation at the Annual Meeting.

Philip Ladd

A Note from Bird Treacy: The Repetition is Holy

Dear Christ Church Families, The repetition is holy. The repetition is what makes
the tradition, and that includes the parts that might

At the beginning of November, | gave a workshop with ot feel as essential to us. We don’t outgrow the

a colleague for the broader Godly Play community
around the United States about what itis we do
during Advent. Or rather, what we could do during
Advent - because the heart of Godly Play in this
season is simple, a basic story that orients us to this
liturgical moment and supports us all as we grapple
with the hurry and intensity of this season in the
secular world. To adults, though, that simplicity can
seem like the problem. We’re really going to do the
same thing again?

Yes, we are! Think back to your favorite childhood
traditions. Did doing those things over and over again
- whether it was baking cookies or going out in the icy
wind to cut down a tree - cause you to enjoy those
activities more or less?

tradition, but take ownership of it and share it. You go
from being the one who gets treats in their shoes from
St. Nicholas to the one who hides them there, the one
who wonders at the Advent story to the one who
knows all the words.

May tradition anchor you in this
season. May it take precedence
over the demands for more, for
novelty, to do things “bigger and
better.” The simple traditions are
enough. Jesus will be born,
Emmanuel, God with us, no
matter what.

Peace, Bird

Children’s Programming
Coordinator

Bird Treacy,

Children’s Programming
Coordinator
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Community Concerns Update
and Holiday Giving
Opportunity

In past years, the Community Concerns Ministry has
sponsored a December sale of Christmas blooming
amaryllis, beautifully potted and ready for holiday
decoration or gifting. Proceeds from the Amaryllis Sale
supplement our ministry's budget, which is determined
each year by the Vestry.

Unfortunately, there will not be a sale this year, although
we do plan to offer amaryllis again starting in 2026.
However, if you are interested in making a holiday gift to
our Ministry (from yourself or in honor of a loved one), we
would be most appreciative.

Our mission is to award annual grants to the many local,
state, national and international organizations we have
chosen to support. There is currently a greater overall
need due to recent cuts to USAID and other foreign and
domestic programs.

As the lives of so many continue to be affected by
disease, hunger, war and political instability, we
continue to re-evaluate our grants to emphasize
organizations focused on health care, food security,
homelessness and immigration/refugees. While we
cannot control world events, we can do our best with
what we have to help those most affected by them. Itis a
way to love our neighbor as Jesus teaches. All holiday
donations to Community Concerns will go towards
saving and improving lives in our community, our
country and around the world.

If you would like to make a holiday donation to the
Community Concerns Ministry, you can donate online
by clicking HERE.

If you prefer to write a check, please make it out to
“Christ Church” and write “Community Concerns
Ministry” in the memo line. Checks can be left at the
Church Office.

To learn more about Community Concerns, please
contact any of our members:

Sue Barber sabarberl@verizon.net

Joanne Neale (Chair) jmneale@gmail.com
Harding Ounanian, Jr. hardingo@verizon.net
Christine Ruddy cgibsonruddy@gmail.com
Donna Vello donna.vello@gmail.com

If you would like further information on any of the
organizations served by Community Concerns, Click Here
or scan the QR code to visit the

organization’s website. LE'!'- EJi
ke
Thank you very much and our best wishes | [

for a happy and peaceful holiday season.

Greetings from The
Community Art Gallery

Blessings to All from The Community Gallery,

| hope people have been enjoying the wonderful
collection of art from Needham Open Studios that
is currently in the gallery until January. | want to
give a big shout out to Patty, Margaret, Nick,
Barbara, Phil and Kaitlin who graciously covered
coffee hour, the popup sale and all the
administration details this past Sunday while |
have been in Houston with a family emergency. It
definitely put a capital Cin Community in my time
of need. In addition, a big thank you to our
congregational community who chatted with the
artists and perhaps made a purchase or two.
Twenty percent of all purchases for this show are
going to The Needham Community Council so
thank you for looking out for our neighbors.

Please know that the mission of the gallery is to
create dialogue and community through
celebrating artistic expression and to welcome all
people into our community, so while it is
wonderful and appreciated when people make
purchases, your true gift to yourself and others is
really that you have welcomed someone into our
spiritual home and made them feel seen. Plus you
might even make a new friend or learn about
something new or gain a new perspective! We all
win!

In January and February, Jeanne McCarthy will be
sharing her wonderful paintings with us so we can
all look forward to that. The spring show will be
featuring a group of print artists but more to
come on that in the new year.

In the meantime, peace in your heart, peace in
your home, peace in the world.

My heart is filled with gratitude.

Lucy
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Advent is my absolute favorite time of the liturgical calendar.
The anticipation for Christmas that builds with every passing
week. The busy-ness of rehearsals and the many Christmas
concerts, events, and parties to attend. It is a time of
excitement and of very full calendars, and it is always a
liturgical season that passes by in the blink of an eye.

The season of fall has also passed by quickly. But when | look
back at all that has happened here in the music ministry over
the last couple of months, | feel an enormous amount of pride
in what the members of this ministry have accomplished and
immense gratitude for the enthusiasm that you have shown
for the musical offerings we have presented.

September was our Ukrainian Fundraiser concert, where,
thanks to the hard work of our choir members and your
generosity, we raised nearly $2000 for the Ukrainian Red
Cross Society. October was our first Founders Day organ
concert, where | was delighted to have audience members
there who had never attended an organ concert. November
was our Veterans Day concert, presented again with the hard
work and dedication of our choir members, who created a
beautiful concert to show our gratitude to all those who have
served our country.

All of this, our music ministry has put together on top of
preparing beautiful music for Sunday mornings. This church
is truly blessed by the gifts of each one of our choir members!
As | look ahead now to Advent and Christmas, | know that
there are many of you in the congregation with your own gifts
and talents. In October, the wonderfully talented Claudia
Yapp joined us with her flute, and we cannot wait to make
music with her again! If you play an instrument and would
also like to play with the choir, let me know. Or if you have
ever considered singing with the choir, join us for Advent!
With just four short weeks of rehearsals, the season is a
wonderful way to give singing with the choir a try.

Lastly, we still have one more concert left in our fall concert
series, so please mark your calendars for Sunday, December 7
at 2pm, when the Briarwood Ensemble will be giving a
Christmas-themed choral concert. They are a chorus made up
of alumni of Bridgewater State University’s Chamber Singers,
a select, a cappella vocal ensemble chosen by audition only,
who, for more than 25 years, performed both nationally and
internationally under the direction of Dr. Steven Young. Now
professor emeritus at BSU, Dr. Young leads the Briarwood
Ensemble in two high-quality concert programs each year.
Full disclosure: | am one of these members!

Wishing you a blessed Advent and Christmas season.

Sincerely,
Mary-Katherine, Minister of Music
music@ccneedham.org

Pictured: Christ Church Choir Members from L to R: Vee
Crider, Mark Anderson, Bohdan Shevchenko, Dani
Shevchenko, Duff Lingard, Katie Cloutier, RoseMary
Fletcher, Sarah Molina, Mary-Katherine Fletcher, Becca
Bly. Not pictured: Phil Crider and MaryAnn Ryan

Mary- Katherine Fletcher,
Minister of Music
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The Giving Tree 2025

All Gifts are due back on Sunday,
December 14th.
The Giving Tree is up in the Memorial

Room.

We will again be providing gifts for Transition House
and Shepherd House, and this year will also be
providing gift bags for the children at the Walker
School here in Needham. Please take a tag and/or a
white bag, make your purchase, and return your gift
under the tree by Sunday, December 14th.
Instructions are included with each tag and bag. You
may also drop your gifts to Donna Vello (141
Hawthorn Ave) or Alyssa Kence (59 Coolidge
Avenue), both in Needham. Your gifts are greatly
appreciated by each of these agencies!

NOTE: New for 2025! Gifts for the children of the
Walker School in Needham.

Transition House:

Gift Cards for Women at Transition House:
Transition House is a domestic violence shelter in
Cambridge. We will be collecting $25 or $50 gift cards
to: Target, Old Navy and Amazon. (see tags on tree)

Walker School, Needham:

Children’s Cozy/Warm Gift Bags:

We will be providing a warm gift bag to 35 children
ages 8-14 living in their residency program. Please
include a Cozy Blanket, Winter Hat and Gloves. (bags
available at tree)

Tuesdays

Shepherd House:

1) Women's Winter Care
Packages:

These are bags of necessary
items for the guests living at
Shepherd House, a program for
women in recovery, run by
Victory Programs. The items we SIS
include in each bag are: hat,
scarf, gloves or mittens,
toothpaste and toothbrush, lip '

gloss, body/hand lotion and shampoo. You may add
anything else to the bag (lipstick, night gown, jewelry,
etc.) that you wish. Each year we receive hand-written
thank you notes showing how grateful the women are to
receive these wonderful packages of goodies.

2) Gift Cards from Target:

Instead of gifts for children, this year Shepherd House
has requested gift cards in the amount of $25 or $50
from Target, CVS and Dunkin Donuts. (see tags on tree)

If you have any questions feel free to contact one of the
Giving Tree Team Members. (Tags/Greeting Cards, are
not necessary)

Alyssa Kence: akence@hotmail.com or 617-851-9175
Donna Vello: donna.vello@gmail.com or 617-584-2939
Harding Ounanian, Jr.: hardingo@verizon.net

All Gifts are due back on Sunday,
December 14th. Thank you!

Knitting Ministry

Winter Hats Needed for Our Friends at
MANNA

Thank you so much for all the hats and
scarves that have come in, so far. To all
knitters, crocheters, and donors, please
consider providing whatever you can!
Please drop off at the office no later than
December 3.

Many Thanks!
Bea Dagdigian & the Knitting Ministry
didge@verizon.net

MenA Prayer Group

The men’s prayer group continued to meet weekly this past year
mostly over Zoom, although we just started to meet in person
on the first Tuesday of the month for an extended 90 mins (7:30-
9:00am). On the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesday of the month we meet
from 8-9:00am on Zoom. We are always accepting and open to
new men who are curious about how to make sense of scripture
and its application in our lives. On average we had about five to
six curious souls in attendance, with as many as eight. Rev. Nick
is our host and helps us deepen our understanding of both
historical context and cultural dynamics of Jesus' time. We read
scripture in the style of Lectio Divina (Latin for “Divine Reading"),
which is a traditional monastic practice of scriptural reading,
meditation and prayer that is intended to promote communion
with God and to increase the knowledge of God's word.

at 8am

Please consider joining us as we love the opportunity to
welcome new members for fellowship and study.

Blessings, John Carr johncarr268@gmail.com
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Advent 2025

November 30, 2025:

Advent Event with Wreath Making & Tree Lighting,

3pm-4:30pm

All are invited to join us for the Christ Church’s annual Advent tree lighting
& wreath making event. We’ll begin at an earlier time this year and close
our event with the tree lighting liturgy, with carol singing and hot
chocolate in between.

December 7, 2025:

St. Nicholas Coffee Hour

The feast of St. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, is traditionally celebrated on 1

December 6th each year. Hear the Saint Nicholas story and learn more Ch rIStm das _
about who this historic figure really was. Plus, fold your own bishop’s

about Season Services
December 14, 2025: Christmas Day, Dec 25th
St. Lucy Coffee Hour

St. Lucy has two fan clubs: girls who loved the Kirsten American Girl doll

and people who like a creepy saint story. Whether you’re team “crown of

candles” and saffron buns or eyeballs on a platter, St. Lucy has a little éf'ltrissl:mjaasy gi;tce;sm
something for everyone. 3 ' ’

December 21, 2025: = :

Pageant Costume Pick-Up

Participating in the Christmas pageant? Come

get fitted for a costume in preparation for 2nd.Sunday after

December 24, 2025:
Christmas Pageant, 4pm

Everyone is invited to share in telling the Nativity story in our pop-up
pageant! From our living nativity at the front of the church to players with
stars and halos seated in the pews, may we all rejoice together in the birth
of the Christ child.

Advent and Praye I, submitted by Claudia Yapp, Intercessory Prayer

“Advent” It’s a short word that says a lot. It’s Hubble’s powerful eye looked and saw, not
all about greeting the Darkness and the stars, but whole galaxies. Not one or two,
Mystery with curiosity, patience, and trust.  but billions. Billions of whole galaxies,
Behind the Christmas lights, is the Darkness making light, making gazillions of stars,

, of this time of year, the Darkness of Mystery, making gazillions of planets, life. Not

of not knowing what life has in store forus,  darkness, but light. Not emptiness, but

the Darkness of the womb, the Darkness of  abundance. Not nothingness, but life.

96% of the invisible universe. Mystery. What  Curiosity, patience, and trust.

isinth k h ?
isinthe package under the tree Prayer, being relationship with God,

Afew years ago, astronomers trained the develops in us curiosity, patience, and trust.
giant eye of the Hubble space telescope ona We may feel like we are peering into a dark
dark empty patch of the sky. It was a chance, empty void, but if we look with curiosity,
marginal experiment that almost didn’t patience, and trust, God reveals his

happen. It looked like a waste of time and wonders.

effort because it was dark, empty, void.

Nothing to see there. But one curious

scientist prevailed and then...WOW!
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Wednesday Bible Study: Nag Hammadi Library

Wednesday Bible Study has had an absolutely mind-bending experience
this fall as we have started studying gospels from the Nag Hammadi, a
collection of first and second century Christian gospels that were just as
popular back in their day as were the gospels that made it into our New
Testament. Declared heretical by the fourth century they disappeared
from circulation. These gospels present a different interpretation of the
life and teachings of Jesus from that with which we are familiar.

R

The g Hammad Codie Professor Karen King from Harvard Divinity School spent a morning with
us helping us to understand what the authors might have intended. It has
prompted us all to think very deeply about our faith. Of special
consideration has been the role of heartfelt faith versus thoughtful
meditation and contemplation by the mind—does one lead us closer to
God’s presence than the other? November included a trip to the Harvard
University Archives to see an ancient papyrus fragment from the Gospel
of Thomas which we are currently reading.

There is always room for more participants. If interested contact Kaitlin
in the church office to sign up: office@ccneedham.org.

: Bible Study meets each Wednesday both in person
LLEE7 LILIT and on zoom at 10am and 7pm

Christmas

Memorial Flowers
Sign up by Monday, Dec.
15th

If you would like to remember
someone with Christmas Memorial
4pm Flowers, please complete this form by
. December 15. Offers can be mailed
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever to the Church with the memo
(Main Sonctucry) "Christmas Memorial Flowers" or
7:30pm

submitted online.

Festive Candlelit Choral Eucharist Rite I
(Main Sanctuarys streaming online)

9am
Spoken Eucharist with hymns (Charpel)
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‘ Annual Meeting is

A Ay February 8, 2026
House!

One Clerk for 1-year term
Two Delegates to Diocesan Convention and Charles
River Deanery for 1-year terms

All are invited to drop by e DElEry o yeen
ne Warden for a 2-year term
the expanded and Three Vestry Membgrs for 3-year terms

renovated Recto ryon Email Tedi Eaton (tedib@verizon.net) Ellie Wainwright

Homestead Park on g (elliew210@yahoo.com) , and Betsy Amsbary
December 20 between

(betsy.amsbary@gmail.com), members of the
Election Committee with nominees and questions.

lpm and 5pm fOF some Current Vestry and Officers can be found on the back
Christmas cheer and page of this Visitor.

Ny fellowshi P, an d to see what Brief Descriptions of Responsibilities of the Vestry,
yO ur ge ne rosity Warden, Clerk and Delegates:
accomp lished! We look The Vestry is a Christian learning and leadership

community of nine parishioners called to collaborate

forward to Welcoming you L2 \ith the Rector, parish officers and staff in building
. : . and carrying out a vision for the parish; exercise
Into thIS beaUtlfu“y : fiduciary responsibility for the building and finances;
renovated space. A  connect with members of the parish as visible leaders
‘ and shepherds; offer leadership for the various
ministries of the parish; and grow in faith.

VESTRY MEMBERS: are expected to serve a 3-year
term; to attend monthly Vestry meetings (3rd
Tuesdays except for July); to be active in at least one
ministry in the parish; to attend the Vestry Retreat in
March; to engage in other preparatory and leadership
activities as needed.

WARDEN: Includes the same responsibilities as the
Vestry as well as: Meets regularly with the Rector to
shape Vestry vision and agenda, and to offer advice

The solar system continues to generate savings for and counsel on parish affairs. Serves a 2-year term.
the Church and carbon-free energy for our power There are 2 wardens.

needs. The system generated about 6,107 kWh of s

electricity last month and has saved the Church CLERK: Includes Vestry responsibilities. Also

records, edits, and distributes Vestry meeting
minutes. Attends Vestry and Annual meetings and
keeps, edits and distributes minutes of these
meetings. Serves a 1- year term.

about $3,888 so far this year. Furthermore, in
September, the loan that the Church took out to
buy the second solar installation ended, so we
now own that system outright and all of the power

from the system is effectively free for us. The DELEGATES: Attend Diocesan Convention in
monthly payment was around $450, so this will be November (Friday evening and Saturday; sometimes
a significant saving for the Church going forward. one-day, all day Saturday) and report back to the
Parish. Attend meetings of Charles River Deanery and
Kevin Ruddy, Green Team report back to the Parish. Serves a 1-year term.
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Valentine's Day
Care Packages

Every Valentine's Day, we send care
packages to our college age students
and those in the military.

Beginning in January, we will collect
donations for the Valentine’s Day
College Care packages. We ask for
candy, snacks, baked goods and
monetary donations for postage.

More information will be available
shortly. The young adults who receive
these packages are elated when they
open them! It is a wonderful reminder
that their Christ Church family has
their backs.

If you have any questions or would like
to help reach out to:

Kim Rutherford

or Ginny Yerardi

Rectory Project Update,

submitted by Janet Haines

We are pleased to report that the Rectory project has been
completed ahead of schedule and under budget. This was an
investment to improve and protect one of the church’s major assets
and the outcome is exactly what we had hoped for:

§ asignificantly larger, sun-splashed kitchen,

§ aspacious and comfortable family room with a fireplace and

vaulted ceiling,
§ afirst-floor full bathroom, a dedicated mudroom and pantry, and
§ anew sunny backyard deck.

On the second floor, we now have a new full-size bathroom, and in the
basement, a new room beneath the family room has been added. To
complete the project, Jamie and Nick painted the living room, dining
room, and hallways. Their flexibility—bouncing between Airbnb
locations over the summer—also resulted in a meaningful savings to our
planned relocation budget.

When you walk through the house now, it truly feels like a fully updated,
newly completed home.

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank-you to Jess Delaney, whose
craftsmanship and project management were outstanding—so much so
that the project finished almost a full month early. The design has
proven exceptional, thanks to architect Tim Lund, whose work laid the
foundation for this success.

We now have a Rectory that our Parish can be proud of.

When we began this journey, we developed a strong and a
generous budget for the Rectory renovations to be prepared for any
number of unexpected expenses. The cash management plan
included anticipated draws from the endowments and repayment
with interest, draws from a loan from the diocese and monthly
mortgage payments. Thanks to the generous timely contributions
to the capital campaign, we were able to eliminate all draws on the
endowment, reduce mortgage payments, saving over $30,000 in
interest and mortgage payment. Between Jess Delaney, whose
project management eliminated almost all unexpected expenses,
and Nick and Jamie’s assistance we were able to keep the
construction within budget and even update the basement and add
an office. All of which adds value to our investment.

We are closing out the Rectory budget and are working on getting plans
and pricing to replace the walkways and stairs to the main church.
Thank you to everyone who pledged to the capital campaign and are
honoring those pledges. We could not do this without you.

Let us close by reminding everyone that Nick and Jamie have invited
the congregation to an open house on December 20" 1-5pm to see the
fruit of Christ Church Needham’s generous donations...RSVP to
ccnrectory@gmail.com.

Peace,
Janet Haines, Stefano Migliuolo, Michael Niden
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December - February 2025/2026 Calendar

Sunday, November 30

First Sunday of Advent

8:15am Spoken Rite | Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am Church School: PreK-3rd & 4th-
6th

10:00am Choral Rite Il Eucharist with
Hymns & Organ (MC & streaming)
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH)

3:00pm Advent Tree Lighting with
Wreath Making (UPH & Front Lawn)

Monday, December 1
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office)

Tuesday, December 2

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry
(Zoom)

5:00pm Property Committee (TBD)

Wednesday, December 3
10:00am Bible Study (MR & Zoom)
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom)

Thursday, December 4
10:30am Grief Support Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC)

Sunday, December 7

Second Sunday of Advent

8:15am Spoken Rite | Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am Church School: PreK-3rd only
10:00am Choral Rite Il Eucharist with
Hymns & Organ (MC & streaming)
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH)

11:30am MANNA Food Drop (Library
parking lot)

2:00pm Holiday Chorus Concert Ft.
Briarwood Ensemble (MC)

Monday, December 8

10:00am Knitting Ministry (MR)
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office)

Tuesday, December 9

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry
(Zoom)

7:00pm Finance Committee (UPH &
Zoom)

Wednesday, December 10
10:00am Bible Study (MR & Zoom)
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom)

Thursday, December 11
10:30am Grief Support Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC)

Sunday, December 14

Third Sunday of Advent

8:15am Spoken Rite | Eucharist
(Chapel)

9:45am Church School: PreK-3rd & 4th-
6th

10:00am Choral Rite Il Eucharist with
Hymns & Organ (MC & streaming)
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH)

Monday, December 15
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office)

Tuesday, December 16

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry
(Zoom)

7:00pm Vestry (UPH & Zoom)

Wednesday, December 17
10:00am Bible Study (MR & Zoom)
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom)

Thursday, December 18
10:30am Grief Support Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC)

Thursday, December 18
1-5pm Rectory Open House

Sunday, December 21

Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:15am Spoken Rite | Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am Church School: PreK-3rd only
10:00am Choral Rite Il Eucharist with
Hymns & Organ (MC & streaming)
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH)

Monday, December 22
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office)

Tuesday, December 23

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry
(Zoom)

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve

4:00pm The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever (UPH)

7:30pm Festive Candlelit Choral
Eucharist (MC & streaming online)

Thursday, December 25

Christmas Day

9:00am Christmas Eucharist with Carols
(Chapel, no live stream)

Friday, December 26
Office closed.

Sunday, December 28

No 8:15am or Church School.
10:00am Holy Eucharist
(Chapel, no live stream)

Monday, December 29
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office)

Tuesday, December 30

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry
(Zoom)

Wednesday, December 31st!
New Year’s Eve

Thursday, January 1, 2026

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Office closed in honor of New Year’s
Day.

Sunday, January 4, 2026

No 8:15am.

9:45am Church School: PreK-3rd only
10:00am Christmas Lessons and Carols
(MC & streaming online)

Monday, January 5
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office)

Tuesday, January 6

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry
(Zoom)

5:00pm Property Committee (TBD)

Wednesday, January 7
10:00am Bible Study (MR & Zoom)
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom)

Thursday, January 8
10:30am Grief Support Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC)

Sunday, January 11

8:15am Spoken Rite | Eucharist
(Chapel)

9:45am Church School: PreK-3rd & 4th-
6th

10:00am Choral Rite Il Eucharist with
Hymns & Organ (MC & streaming)
11:30 am Coffee Hour (UPH)

11:30am MANNA food drop (Library
parking lot)

Monday, January 12

10:00am Knitting Ministry (MR)
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office)

Tuesday, January 13

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry
(Zoom)

7:00pm Finance Committee (UPH &
Zoom)

Wednesday, January 14
10:00am Bible Study (MR & Zoom)
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom)

Thursday, January 15
10:30am Grief Support Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC)

Sunday, January 18

8:15am Spoken Rite | Eucharist
(Chapel)

9:45am Church School: PreK-3rd only
10:00am Choral Rite Il Eucharist with
Hymns & Organ (MC & streaming)
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH)

Monday, January 19
Office closed in honor of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
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Tuesday, January 20

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry
(Zoom)

11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office)
7:00pm Vestry (UPH & Zoom)

Wednesday, January 21
10:00am Bible Study (MR & Zoom)
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom)

Thursday, January 22
10:30am Grief Support Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC)

Sunday, January 25

8:15am Spoken Rite | Eucharist
(Chapel)

9:45am Church School:

PreK-3rd & 4th-6th

10:00am Choral Rite Il Eucharist with
Hymns & Organ (MC & streaming)
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH)

Monday, January 26
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office)

Tuesday, January 27

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry
(Zoom)

7:00pm Finance Committee (UPH &
Zoom)

Wednesday, January 28
10:00am Bible Study (MR & Zoom)
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom)

Thursday, January 29
10:30am Grief Support Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC)

Saturday, January 31
5pm Candlemass Intergenerational
Workshop

Monday, February 2
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)
12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office)

Tuesday, February 3

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry
(Zoom)

5:00pm Property Committee (TBD)

Wednesday, February 4
10:00am Bible Study (MR & Zoom)
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom)

Thursday, February 5
10:30am Grief Support Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC)

Sunday, February 8 - Annual Meeting
No 8:15am service

9:45am Church School: PreK-3rd only
10:00am Choral Rite Il Eucharist with
Hymns & Organ (MC & streaming)

11:30 am Annual Meeting with a
Luncheon (UPH)

11:30am MANNA Food drop-off (Library
parking lot)

Monday, February 9

11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)

12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office)

Tuesday, February 10

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry
(Zoom)

7:00pm Finance Committee (UPH &
Zoom)

Wednesday, February 11
10:00am Bible Study (MR & Zoom)
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom)

Thursday, February 12
10:30am Grief Support Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC)

Sunday, February 15

8:15am Spoken Rite | Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am Church School: PK-3

10:00am Choral Rite Il Eucharist with
Hymns & Organ (MC & streaming)

As of publication, not all activities, events, and services have been finalized.
The most current information will be posted on the calendar on our website.

Office Hours:

Monday-Thursday: 9:30am—2:30pm
Friday: 9:30am—2pm

The office is closed on all federal and state holidays.
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1132 Highland Avenue
Needham, MA 02494
781-444-1469

Website « Facebook « YouTube
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The Rev. Nick Morris-Kliment,

Rector, Ext: 113
nick@ccneedham.org

Mary-KatherineCf S i OK S NE
of Music
music@ccneedham.org

Bird Treacy, Children’s
Programming Coordinator,
children@ccneedham.org

Kaitlin McSweeney, Office Manger
office@ccneedham.org Ext: 110

Woody Hughes, Facilities
Manager, 413-530-7850
facilities@ccneedham.org

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper
control@ccneedham.org
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Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden

Vacant, Co-Warden

Philip Ladd, Treasurer

Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer
MaryAnn Ryan, Clerk
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Betsy Amsbary (Class of ’28)
Andrew Fink (Class of ’28)
Kimberly Rocco (Class of ’28)
Ellie Wainwright (Class of ’27)
Lindsay Guerriere (Class of ’27)
Pat O’Connell (Class of '27)
Amy Sweeney (Class of ’26)
Brian Mukherjee (Class of ’26)
Mike Niden (Class of ’26)
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Annie Russell, Anne MacFate
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