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Fall 2025/Ordinary Time 

The Visitor 
 

 

From the stained glass window 
in the balcony of “Christ Ruling 

the World in Glory.” 

Greetings Friends, 
 
Over the summer, we have been using a final blessing that is preceded by 
words that have become dear to some in the parish. 
 
Life is short; and we have too little time to gladden the hearts of those who 
travel the way with us.  Here is a pithy reminder of the brevity and fragility of 
life. Most of us live in ignorance of this fact until we are touched by tragedy. 
We too often fritter away opportunities to be agents of gladness. 
 
So, be swift to love and make haste to be kind.  In light of the shortness of 
life, here is an exhortation to action, a clear directive to prioritize a 
particular kind of behavior. 
 
The author of these words is Henri Frédéric Amiel (1821 – 1881) an obscure 
Swiss moral philosopher, poet, and social critic. You can find other snippets 
of his thinking here and there on the Internet. But this set of words seems to 
have struck a chord, particularly with pastor types and churchy people. 
 
The sentiments are not new. St. Paul writes similar things to his beloved 
people. “So whenever we have the opportunity, let us work for the good of 
all…,” he writes to the Galatians (6.10)  Or to the Corinthians, “I tell you, now 
is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.” ( 2 Cor. 6.)  
 
We live in a time that is for many a newly cruel and unusual time, though for 
sure, many have lived in a time that felt unique to them. Nonetheless, we 
are here, now, and it is often hard to know what to do.  
 
These words of Amiel, and of St. Paul, urge us to notice, in the here and now, 
in the next moment, where it is we can love, where it is we can be kind. Start 
small, start simple. We can do it—as Moses tells the Israelites in his speech 
before they cross the River Jordan into the Promised Land, “What I am 
commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach…
The Word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart so that you may 
obey it.” (Deuteronomy 30.11,14) 
 
We regather as our new program year begins on September 14th and the 
rhythm of our community life gathers momentum. As you’ll see in the pages 
of this Visitor, Church School, Choir, and Wednesday Bible Study, resume 
and join in the flow of worship, fellowship and other ministries that have 
continued through the summer.  I look forward to being together again in 
this way, and continuing to encourage one another to be swift to love and 
make haste to be kind in a time that needs love and kindness desperately. 
 

Faithfully, 
 

Nick+ 

Be Swift to Love; and Make Haste to be Kind 

photo credit: Tom Gaitley 

The Rev Nick Morris-
Kliment, Rector 
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 A Message from Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden 

 
Upcoming 

Designated  
Vestry Person: 

 
Ellie Wainwright 

(August, 
September, 

October) 

The MANNA ministry continues in full force this year 
thanks to the participation of a committed group of men 
and women who come together once a month to provide 
a hot and cold meal for our MANNA brothers and sisters 
at the Cathedral in Boston. We continue to be blessed 
with new faces to help with food preparation as well as 
new drivers who load up their cars and drive all the food 
to the Cathedral. We are very grateful for the support 
that keeps this ministry going forward month after 
month. 
 

Christie Towers (MANNA 
Chaplain) is now joined 
by several new MANNA 
staff members, Timothy 
and Tara, as well as an 
intern for the year, David. 

The additional staff members will help keep this 
program running strong for the MANNA community. 
 

Christ Church Needham has participated in the MANNA 
program for over 25 years. We are proud of our steadfast 
commitment and dedication to serving those in need 
through this very important ministry. 
 

We always welcome new participants to our ministry. 
Sign up to donate food online by clicking here. The 
various food items provided each month include hot 
casseroles, sandwiches, desserts, bananas, salad items 
and a driver to transport the food to the Cathedral in 
Boston. 

Thank you again for your continued support, 
Barbara and Lindsay, Co-Ministry Heads 

MANNA Monday Lunch Program, Submitted by Lindsay Guerriere 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Summer is winding down and Fall is fast 
approaching. I must admit I am still learning 
daily about the workings of our church. 
During the past seven months, the Vestry 
has met monthly on the third Tuesday of 
every month except for the month of July. 
Nick and I and Amy Sweeney, the 
Designated Vestry Person for May, June and 
July, have met weekly for review and 
preparation for the monthly Vestry 
meetings as well as reviewing various issues 
affecting our parish. A huge thank you to 
Amy for her assistance and support for the 
last three months. It was a real team effort. 
We look forward to working with Ellie 
Wainwright as the next Designated Vestry 
Person for August, September and October. 
 

The election of Philip Ladd this Spring as 
Treasurer continues to be a major benefit 
for our parish. We are very grateful for his 
expertise and experience. His Treasurer’s 
Report is included in this month’s Visitor. 
Philip has prepared monthly Treasurer’s 
Reports and outlines his itinerary with 
updates to the church budgetary process as 
well as management of the endowment 
funds. It is a work in progress. 
 

We have finally provided all required Vestry 
signatures for the Citizens Bank account 
and filed an Article of Amendment changing 
the name of the Church filed at the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth’s 
Department of Corporations on September 
9, 1895, from Christ Church, Needham, MA, 

to Christ Episcopal Church. The amendment 
was approved on May 29, 2025 (ID Number 
001827601). What a learning curve! 
 

The decision to change the summer service 
in the Chapel from 9am to 9:30am proved to 
be a success. Attendance has been good, 
and many have enjoyed both the time 
change, the sermons, and the camaraderie 
after the service. 
 

We are always looking for volunteers to 
usher or serve on Altar Guild, to help with 
MANNA supplies each month, or to serve 
lemonade and goodies in the Summer and 
coffee and goodies beginning in September 
immediately following the service in Upper 
Parish Hall. We are on the lookout for 
people to help Joe and Woody on the 
Property Team, to assist Philip on the 
Investment Committee, to serve on future 
Vestries as members and as Clerk, to sing in 
the Choir. We are also looking for a second 
warden, as called for in our by-laws. There 
are many opportunities to serve. We have 
some wonderful volunteers, but we always 
need a few more. Please consider 
volunteering if you have some time 
available. 
 

Please send any thoughts and questions to 
me here. Thank you and Best wishes for a 
happy, healthy summer as we head into the 
fall season. And, please join us for Sunday 
worship when you can! 
 

Thank You 
Tedi Eaton, Warden 

Tedi Eaton, co-Warden 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4BACAD2EAAFE3-53413218-manna#/
mailto:Tedib@verzon.net
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Sunday September 14: Church School Registration & Blessing of the Backpacks at the 10am service. 
Sunday September 21: Church School Begins 
Saturday October 4: Feast of St. Francis - See Special Programming Notes for more details! 
Sunday October 5: Blessing of the Pets 
Monday October 13: Diocese of Massachusetts Indigenous Peoples’ Day Pilgrimage to Deer Island 
Sunday November 2: All Saints (one service, no Church School this Sunday), Baptisms, Altar of Remembrance  
Saturday November 22: Province 1 Acolyte Festival  
Sunday November 30: Advent Event (now at a new, earlier time!) 

Fall Event Calendar 

Dear friends, 
 

Fall is truly my favorite season. For my entire life, I have 
anticipated Back to School season, the new folders and 
notebooks, clothes for cooler weather. Of course, in the 
Circle of the Church Year, we have been steadily in 
Ordinary Time—The Green & Growing Season—for 
weeks now, but oh, Fall is trying to eke its way through 
the cracks in this latter stretch of Summer. 
 

Now, of course, I get to anticipate the return of the 
children to Church School and our resumed activity as 
a community. I am excited to add yet a few more new 
stories to our classrooms this year, as well as to 
introduce some new prayer practices in both groups, 
following my own professional development this 
Summer. Overall, I have ambitious plans and I hope to 
work with you all to discern how to offer the most 
robust formation to our young people, from our 

foundations in Godly Play and 
up through the Sacred Order of 
Acolytes program and 
participation in Children’s Choir 
and other ministries. 
 

I encourage all of our families to 
keep a close eye on our posted 
calendars and to share your 
activities with us, both so we 
can facilitate community connection and so that we 
can cheer your young people on in their pursuits. 
 

I’m looking forward to being with your children in 
Church School and worship this Fall and I am hopeful 
that this will be a busy and exciting season. 
 

Peace,  
 

Bird Treacy, Children’s Programming Coordinator  

 

Bird Treacy, 
 

Children’s Programming  
Coordinator  

Fall Note from Bird Treacy 

 
Saturday October 4 at 2pm 
 

Each year for the Feast of St. Francis we remember Francis of Assissi and his deep love 
for God’s creation, particularly animals. This year, we invite children of all ages and 
from throughout the local community to bring a beloved stuffed animal for a special 
sleepover party and animal shelter fundraiser. 
 

Stuffed animals can be “registered” for their exciting sleepover adventure during a 
Saturday program that includes making enrichment materials for shelter animals and 
learning about the many ways that people care for creatures of all kinds. They can also 
be admitted to the Stuffed Animal Hospital for minor repairs, like stitching up holes. 
This event will support a supply drive and collection for local animal shelters and 
organizations. 
 

Stuffed animals will spend the night at Christ Church enjoying the usual sleepover 
festivities: crafts, snacks, movies, pillow fights with plenty of photos capturing the 
hijinks for their people to enjoy! They can be picked up during church the next day or at 
the Blessing of the Pets on Sunday afternoon.  
 

Remember the Day of Your Baptism 
In Godly Play, when we present the lesson on Holy Baptism (the children’s absolute 
favorite story!), we light candles in remembrance of our baptisms. This year, we hope to 
begin remembering our baptisms more intentionally. Please include your child’s 
baptism date in your Church School registration. All other members of the Christ 
Church community can email their baptismal date to Bird (children@ccneedham.org).  
 

We are sealed by the Holy Spirit in baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever—and 
that is a truth worth remembering. 

Celebrate the Feast of Saint Francis with a Stuffed Animal Sleepover! 

mailto:children@ccneedham.org
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  Greetings from The 
Community Art Gallery 

 

Knitting Ministry will start up again on 
Monday, September 8 at 10am in the Memorial 
Room. We will meet on the second Monday of 
every month. All skill levels are welcome. Hope to 
see some familiar and new faces! 
 

Bea Dagdigian - didge@verizon.net 

Knitting Ministry 

EXHIBIT:  ECHOS OF HER 
BRUSH 
 
Artist Madeline Flynn will be showing her 
work for the next several weeks. 
 
To display your art, whether photos, 
paintings, prints, drawings, or fiber art, 
please contact Lucy Nim-LaFleche 
at lucylafleche@aol.com. 

There is always a need for food and housing assistance, 
medical support, counseling and other services in our 
community, our country and around the world. Currently, 
with tremendous suffering in the Middle East and drastic 
cuts to domestic programs and international aid, we are 
more compelled than ever to share our resources. At Christ 
Church, we continue to do our small part to alleviate 
suffering and provide for the health and dignity of all. 
 

The Community Concerns Committee carefully allocated 
our 2025 charitable funds to organizations where we 
believe they will have the most impact. We are grateful to 
parishioners and church leadership for your generosity in 
supporting our efforts. Please remember, we will have our 
annual Christmas Amaryllis Sale in early December to raise 
additional funds for 2026. 
 

Haiti, the poorest country in our hemisphere, has a special 
place in the hearts of Christ Church parishioners. This year 
we again supported women’s and children’s health in Haiti 
with a contribution to Midwives for Haiti. 
 

Locally, we supported the Gift of Warmth program at the 
Needham Department of Public Health, as well as the 
food pantry of the Needham Community Council. We also 
continued our support of Ecclesia, Epiphany School, Fair 
Foods and our own Shelter Cooking Ministry, as well as 
the MANNA program feeding the homeless at the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul.  We supported women in 
shelters seeking a new life free of domestic violence, the 
clinicians at Boston Health Care for the Homeless, and 
veterans and refugees served by The New England Center 
for Homeless Veterans and Refugee Immigration 
Ministry. We continue to support two new grantees we 
added in 2021 - World Central Kitchen and The Johns 
Hopkins Center for Indigenous Health. In 2024 and 2025 
we added two new recipients: Vision to Learn, which 
provides free vision testing and care to schoolchildren in 
the United States, and Helen Keller International, which 
focuses on saving sight and eliminating causes of poverty 
around the world. 
 

For a full description of our 2025 supported organizations, 
please see the 2024 Christ Church Annual Report.  
 

The Community Concerns Committee invites you to join us 
at one of our meetings to learn more about this interesting 
and rewarding ministry. We are always looking for fresh 
perspectives, and ask for only a small commitment of your 
time. Please contact any committee member below to find 
out how to get involved. 
 

Current Members: 
Sue Barber sabarber1@verizon.net 
Joanne Neale (Chair) jmneale@gmail.com 
Harding Ounanian, Jr. hardingo@verizon.net 
Christine Ruddy cgibsonruddy@gmail.com 
Donna Vello donna.vello@gmail.com 

Community Concerns 
Committee – 2025 Update 

mailto:didge@verizon.net
mailto:lucylafleche@aol.com
mailto:sabarber1@verizon.net
mailto:jmneale@gmail.com
mailto:hardingo@verizon.net
mailto:cgibsonruddy@gmail.com
mailto:donna.vello@gmail.com


 

Page 5 / The Visitor  -  Fall 2025/Ordinary Time 

 

 

 

♪♪♪ 

A message from Mary-Katherine  
Fletcher, Minister of Music 

Mary- Katherine Fletcher, 
Minister of Music 

Top: Mary-Katherine Fletcher, Phil 
Crider, Mark Anderson, Tristen Fuller 
(trumpet). Middle: Katie Cloutier, 
MaryAnn Ryan, Duff Lingard. Bottom: 
Dani Shevchenko, Vee Crider, Becca Bly 

Our Altar Guild needs glass 
jars for delivering altar 
flowers. Thank you for sharing 
your extras. 

I want to begin the start of my Fall Visitor Report with a look back. As 
excited as I am to move back to the main church on Sunday 
mornings, I have so enjoyed our summer worship time in the chapel. 
Hearing everyone join their voices in the hymns week in and week 
out, your enthusiasm for hearing the poor, old organ sing as best as it 
can as I push it to its limits, and most of all, the great fun I have had 
with our summer pickup choirs, have all combined to make the 
summer months fly by! I want to give a very big “Thank You!” to all 
those who have taken part in helping me make music these last 
couple of months. 
 
For me, fall has always felt like a time for fresh starts. Fall means the 
promise of crisp, cool air and trees that become works of art. It 
means fall baking season, complete with pumpkin spice and chai. 
Most importantly, it means the start of a new choral year! And 
speaking of a new choral year, I am so excited about the music I have 
planned for the next few months, and I hope that, after reading this, 
you will be too! Let me start with a list of dates for events you will not 
want to miss: 
 

Sunday, September 21, 3pm – a concert for the International 
Day of Peace, featuring the Christ Church choir performing 
works by Ukrainian composers and selections from Karl 
Jenkin’s The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace.  

 
Sunday, October 26, 3pm—a concert in honor of Christ Church’s 

Founder’s Day played on our Meta Organ performed by me 
and featuring a program by some of my favorite composers. 

 
November Veterans Day Concert (Day and Time TBD): an 

Americana-themed concert featuring solo vocal songs, choral 
works, and organ pieces to celebrate and honor all of those 
who have served our country.  

 
Sunday, December 7, 3pm—the recently-formed a cappella 

group, The Briarwood Ensemble will be coming to Christ 
Church to present a diverse program of choral works that will, 
of course, include some Christmas songs. 

 
All of this music will be in addition to the return of the Christ Church 
choir after a well-deserved summer break. Our first Sunday service 
with the choir will take place on Sunday, September 14, and 
rehearsals will resume on Thursday, September 4th. As always, 
choir rehearsal will begin every Thursday at 7pm and as always, the 
invitation for you to join us is open. There are no auditions, no long-
term commitments, and no need to sing every single Sunday service. 
Whether you’ve always sung in a group or have only ever sung in the 
shower, we welcome all!  
 

Sincerely,  
Mary-Katherine, Minister of Music 
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At the end of August, Bishop Whitworth announced 
the fruit of nearly two years of discernment 
participated in by nearly 1000 individuals: a new 
mission statement, five core values, strategic 
priorities, and organizational capacities for the next 
three to five years. Click here to learn more.  
 
As the weeks, months, and years unfold, we will 
undoubtedly learn about our opportunities to live 
into these ways of following Jesus as a Diocese. To 
receive regular communications from the Diocese, 
click here. 

Do you have gifts or interests in managing 
investments or property? Might you be called to 
help us be good stewards of our considerable 
financial and property assets, so that we can 
better love God and our neighbor? Members are 
needed to join our Investment and Property 
teams to help with these important ministries.  
 
If you think God may be speaking to you, reach 
out to our Treasurer, Philip Ladd 
(pladd51@gmail.com) or our Property Chair, Joe 
Sweeney (josephs@intercontinental.net) 
 

Thank you. 

Jazz artist George Russell Jr and his 
ensemble bring their unique blend of 
jazz, blues and gospel harmony to 
Christ Church on Saturday, October 
18 at 7:30 pm. As the third concert in 
our Jazz in the Sanctuary series, George 
Russell Jr.’s “The Reimagined Project” 
ranges from piano quartet to uniquely 
oriented jazz vocals to a soulful, fresh-
sounding music that touches the soul. 
His playing is filled with passion, fire, 
and spirit. 
 
He is also the chair of the Harmony and 
Jazz Composition Department at 
Berklee College of Music in Boston. He 
has been awarded the Ted Pease Award 
for Excellence in Teaching, along with 
the Curriculum Development Award for 
the Writing Division. 
 
Proceeds from the October 18th concert 
will benefit the Haiti Music Fund and 
other educational programs.  
 
Tickets may be purchased using the QR 
code or by using the link below, and 
may also be purchased at the door if the 
show has not sold out.  
 
https://ccneedham.org/jazz-in-the-
sanctuary/ 

Investment and Property 
Teams Want You! 

From the Diocese: 
Welcome. Courage. Justice. 
Love. Joy. 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Introducing-New-Core-Values--Mission-Statement--and-Priorities-for-our-Diocese.html?soid=1101103683227&aid=Oiiq4wN96Q8
https://diomass.org/subscribe-e-news
https://diomass.org/subscribe-e-news
mailto:pladd51@gmail.com
mailto:josephs@intercontinental.net
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 Stephanie Knoch, a social worker at the Center at the 
Heights, will lead us in a one-hour informational 
session to learn how dementia affects people—and 
how we can make a difference. In this interactive 
session, we will: 
 
• Learn the five key messages about dementia 
• Understand how dementia affects communication 
• Discover how to turn our understanding into 
meaningful action 
 
These sessions are practical, engaging, and designed 
to raise awareness and understanding among all 
members of the community. Stephanie has been 
trained by Dementia Friends International, a global 
network of national programs coordinated by the 
Alzheimer’s Society of Great Britain. Learn more at 
dementiafriendsma.org. 

On Saturday June 28, 10 new Episcopal Christians were 
confirmed or received by Bishop Whitworth at a lovely service 
at St. Mark’s, Foxborough. One of those “receive[d] into the 
fellowship of this Communion,” by the laying on of Bishop 
Whitworth’s hands, was our own Greg Daoust. After a period 
of discernment consisting of reading, conversation, and 
prayer with Nick (and being a faithful member of CEC for 
decades), Greg decided to officially join the Episcopal Church. 
If you would like to be officially received, please let Nick 
know. It’s never too late to declare your allegiance!  
 
Teaching Note: Since New Testament times, the “laying on of 
hands” has been the ritual gesture symbolizing the authority 
of bishops to publicly recognize an individual's entrance into 
the Christian community and to set apart individuals for 
particular service within the Church. It is also used as a 
gesture for blessing and healing. The ECUSA understands our 
bishops to be in the “Apostolic Succession,” meaning that at 
their consecration, each bishop receives the laying on of 
hands by other bishops who have had hands laid upon them 
by other bishops, going back in uninterrupted succession to 
Jesus and the first apostles. Bp Whitworth is the 1169th in the 
succession of bishops in the American Episcopal Church 
(beginning with Samuel Seabury in 1784, after the conclusion 
of the American Revolution), and the 17th Bishop of 
Massachusetts  Diocesan (beginning with Edward Bass, 1797). 

A Warm Reception in Foxborough  

Workshop for Loved Ones with Memory Challenges  
Sunday, September 7 at 10:30am after Worship 

dementiafriendsma.org
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Chances are that you have never heard of the Nag Hammadi Library.  
This collection of documents, discovered in the 20th century in 
Egypt, contains gospels that were popular and well circulated in the 
1st and 2nd century at the same time as the four Gospels we know 
from the New Testament. For example, have you heard of: 
 

Gospel of Mary 
Gospel of Judas 
Gospel of Thomas 
Just to name a few. 
 

Why were they not ultimately included in the Christian canon?  What 
interpretations of Jesus’ life and teaching did they promote? Were 
they heretical?  
 

Come explore these writings and the early formation of the Church 
starting on September 17th, 2025.   
Wednesdays 10-11:30am & 7-8:30pm. 
 

Class is interactive and can be accessed either in-person or via 
Zoom. Classes are led by Tracy Rubin.  
 

Texts will be made available to everyone free of charge thanks to 
the Scripture Study Fund. 
 

To sign up, Contact Kaitlin in the church office: 
office@ccneedham.org 

Wednesday Bible Study: Nag Hammadi Library 

Photo Credit: The Nag Hammadi Library 

Tracy  Rubin 

 The Intercessory Prayer Group, Submitted by Claudia Yapp 

The Intercessory Prayer Group has been busy this summer. Prayer 
seems to be like breathing in that it isn't something that stops over a 
weekend or a vacation, but rather quietly continues and sustains. It is 
also like Jesus sending the disciples out without any money, no 
backup sandals, no food, transport nor extra clothing. Jesus sends 
them out, as is, to minister by relying on God for direction and 
everything that they need, including people to help, people to be 
helped by, patience, inspiration, strength, etc. And since God doesn't 
take a vacation, over the summer, as usual, we join our hearts to God's 
Heart as he loves...those with chronic incurable conditions and those 
who need help with only a couple of hours of difficult conversation, 
those at the end of life and those waiting to be born, those whose lives 
are turned upside down and those who just need a bit of 
encouragement.   
 
The more the merrier. If you are curious about the ministry of the 
Intercessory Prayer Group any and all questions are welcome. Please 
reach out to Claudia (claudiayapp@gmail.com) or any member or Nick 
about it or join us for prayer one of the Sundays when we are praying 
together briefly after coffee hour.  It is awesome to see God at work.  
Thank you for this opportunity to share.  ~ Claudia 

mailto:claudiayapp@gmail.com


 

Page 9 / The Visitor  -  Fall 2025/Ordinary Time 

 

Treasurer's Report, submitted by Philip Ladd 

  

Solar System Update 

As I write this in mid-August I’m entering my fifth 
month as Treasurer.  It has been busy, but I am 
increasingly comfortable with using our accounting 
software and can now access the data needed to 
evaluate our financial position. While still dealing with 
a few anomalies, I can say with confidence that the 
church is in good shape financially. Through July we 
had positive net income of $30,748, compared to a loss 
of $40,592 at this time last year. The difference is 
largely explained by people paying their pledges 
earlier this year, but still encouraging. We are up to 
date paying all our bills, and have $60,000 of excess 
cash parked in a money market fund earning interest. 
 
We recently caught up with our quarterly payments of 
the Diocesan assessment, just over $60,000 a year and 
our second largest expense after payroll. Our auditor, 
Gail Murphy, has all the information she requested and 
should shortly complete our 2023 and 2024 audit, as 
required by the Diocese. Work continues on the clean-
up of our balance sheet, another project requested by 
the Diocese, and going forward we should be able to 
easily measure our financial position by running a 
report off our computer.   As part of the balance sheet 
review, we are working on updates to the value of the 
restricted endowment accounts to reflect investment 
gains, and to make sure the income from restricted 
funds is being spent as specified by the donors. I 
expect to have recommendations to pass by the 
Finance Committee and then Vestry this fall. 
 
At our latest Finance Committee meeting on August 
12th we discussed our current banking relationship, 
which has been very challenging at many levels. We 
are exploring the possibility of changing banks, and 
will come to Vestry with a recommendation in the next 
month or two. 

The Rectory Improvement Project is coming in ahead 
of schedule, and under budget. We had originally 
anticipated the need to borrow from the endowment 
to finish this work, but don’t believe an endowment 
loan will be needed. Mike Niden’s oversight of the 
project, with Janet Haines’ assistance, has been 
extremely helpful and saved the church a lot of money. 
 
My focus for the fall will be on the Balance Sheet, 
Restricted Endowment and banking reviews. In 
November the Finance Committee will start working 
on the 2026 budget, with a goal of having that work 
completed for Vestry review by the end of December or 
early January. 
 
The budget process, and our long-range capital 
expenditure planning, is going to be helped by an 
engineering assessment of the church that is being led 
by Joe Sweeney. I expect the report to provide 
important information on the physical condition of the 
church, and identify areas that need attention. I’m 
delighted this project is underway. 
 
Please feel free to email me directly at 
pladd51@gmail.com  if you have any questions or 
concerns. 
 

Philip Ladd 

Philip Ladd 

Founder's Day - A New 
Tradition! Save the 
Date! 
 

Our Vestry has given its blessing to a trial 
celebration of Founder's Day on Sunday, 
October 26. 
 

Keyed to the birthday of our parish (October 
24, 1895) Founder's Day will be a chance to 
celebrate our mission and ministries with a 
festive brunch and the kick off of our 2025 
Annual Appeal. Stay tuned for more info... 

The solar system continues to generate savings for 
the Church and carbon-free energy for our power 
needs. The system generated about 6,107 kWh of 
electricity last month and has saved the Church 
about $3,888 so far this year. Furthermore, this 
month (September), the loan that the Church took 
out to buy the second solar installation is ending, 
so we now own that system outright and all of the 
power from the system is effectively free for us. The 
monthly payment was around $450, so this will be a 
significant saving for the Church going forward.  

mailto:pladd51@gmail.com
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Joe Sweeney,  
Property Committee 

The Building for Today and Tomorrow (BTT) Building Committee—
Janet Haines, Stefano Migliuolo, and myself—are pleased to share that 
the Rectory project is not only a month ahead of schedule, but also 
under budget. 
 
Much of the savings can be credited to Nick and Jamie, who graciously 
embraced a nomadic lifestyle—moving from one Airbnb to another, 
and living in the construction zone for May and June—which 
significantly reduced relocation expenses. Janet Haines has also kept 
a steady hand on the checkbook, ensuring careful stewardship of 
every dollar. 
 
The “new Rectory” is truly beautiful. The addition features a large 
modern kitchen, family room, mudroom, pantry, two new baths, a 
new deck, and updated siding. Nick and Jamie will begin moving their 
belongings back into 19 Homestead Park on September 12th. 
 
We have been extremely pleased with our contractor, Jess Delaney, 
whose diligence and partnership have been instrumental in 
completing the project ahead of schedule. 
 
Last Friday, we received our Certificate of Occupancy. The hardwood 
floors have now received their third coat and will be curing through 
Labor Day. Landscaping and a short punch list remain, but the project 
is nearly complete. 
  
This Rectory will not only be a wonderful home for our current Rector 
and his family, but will also serve as an enduring asset in attracting 
future rectors to our parish. Thanks to all who have made it a reality.  
 

Janet Haines, Stefano Migliuolo, Michael Niden  

Rectory Project Update, submitted by Michael Niden 

Property Committee Updates, submitted by Joe Sweeney 
This week, Criterium Engineering is coming to the Church to meet with 
Woody and do an assessment and review of the Church mechanical, 
electrical and plumbing systems, roof and overall structural elements. 
From this they will provide the Church with a recommended 5-10 year 
capital plan to assist with cash planning needs based on the age and 
condition of these elements. 
 
Over the summer we have been negotiating with the Town of Needham to 
extend its license agreement for the parking lot adjacent to the Town 
Library. We are hopeful to get a response to our most recent proposal to 
extend them for ten years. 
 
Woody installed handicap signage for 2-3 dedicated spots off of Highland 
Ave for those who need it. Deep clean of all carpet and flooring was done 
over the summer. 
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September-November 2025 Calendar 
Monday, September 1 
Church Office closed for Labor Day 
 

Tuesday, September 2 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
11:00am   Staff Meeting (UPH) 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
5:00pm Property Committee (MR) 
 

Thursday, September 4 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
 

Friday, September 5 
Church Office back to regular Friday hours 
 

Sunday, September 7 
9:30am   Rite II Eucharist with Hymns 
(Chapel) 
10:45am    Lemonade Hour (UPH) 
11:30am    MANNA Food-Drop (Library Lot) 
 

Monday, September 8 
10:00am  Knitting Group (MR) 
11:00am    Staff Meeting (UPH) 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, September 9 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
7:00pm Finance Committee  (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, September 11 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm    Choir Practice (MC) 
 

Sunday, September 14—Blessing of 
the Backpacks 
8:15am    Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & 
Organ (MC & online) 
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, September 15 
11:00am    Staff Meeting (UPH) 
12:30pm   Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, September 16 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
7:00pm  Vestry (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, September 17 
10:00am   Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm    Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, September 18 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm    Choir Practice (MC) 
 

Sunday, September 21—Church 
School Begins 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel) 
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play (Chapel) 
9:45am Gr. 4-6 Godly Play (LPH) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am   Coffee Hour  
 

Monday, September 22 
11:00am    Staff Meeting (UPH) 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, September 23 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 

9:00am Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, September 24 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, September 25 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Sunday, September 28 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play  (Chapel) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, September 29 
11:00am    Staff Meeting (UPH) 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, September 30 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, October 1 
10:00am   Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm    Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, October 2 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm    Choir Practice (MC) 
 

Sunday, October 5—St. Francis Day  
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play  (Chapel)  
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
TBD Blessing of the Animals (TBD) 
 

Monday, October 6 
11:00am    Staff Meeting (UPH) 
12:30pm   Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, October 7 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
7:00pm Property Committee (MR) 
 

Wednesday, October 8 
10:00am   Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, October 9 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm    Choir Practice (MC) 
 

Sunday, October 12 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play  (Chapel) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
11:20am  MANNA Food Drop (Library lot) 
 

Monday, October 13 
Office closed in honor of Indigenous People’s 
Day. 
 

Tuesday, October 14 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
10:00am Knitting Group (MR) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 

12:30pm Admin Meeting (Office) 
7:00pm Vestry (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, October 15 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, October 16 
10:30am   Grief Support Group (MR) 
7:00pm    Choir Practice (MC) 
 

Sunday, October 19 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)
9:45am PK-3 Godly Play (Chapel) 
9:45am Gr. 4-6 Godly Play (LPH) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am   Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, October 20 
11:00am    Staff Meeting (UPH) 
12:30pm  Admin Meeting (Office) 
 

Tuesday, October 21 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, October 23 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 
Thursday, October 24 

3:30pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Sunday, October 26—Founder’s Day 
Annual Appeal Kick-off 
One Service, Festive Brunch 
No 8:15am service.  
9:45am PK-3 GP (Chapel) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, October 27 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Tuesday, October 28 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, October 29 
10:00am   Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, October 30 
3:30pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 
Sunday, November 2—One Service 
10am Baptism & Altar of Remembrance 
 
Wednesday, November 5 
10:00am   Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, November 6 
3:30pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Saturday, November 8 
9:00am Diocesan Convention (Marriot, 
Quincy) 
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Christ Episcopal Church 
1132 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 
781-444-1469 
Website •  Facebook •  Youtube 

Clergy and Staff: 
The Rev. Nick Morris-Kliment, 
Rector, Ext: 113 
nick@ccneedham.org   

 

Mary-Katherine Fletcher, Minister 
of Music, Ext: 116 
music@ccneedham.org 
 

Bird Treacy, Children’s 
Programming Coordinator,  
children@ccneedham.org   

 

Kaitlin McSweeney, Office Manger 
office@ccneedham.org  Ext: 110 

 

Woody Hughes, Facilities 
Manager, 413-530-7850 
facilities@ccneedham.org  

 

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper   
control@ccneedham.org   
 

Officers 
Tedi Eaton, Co-Warden 
Vacant, Co-Warden 
Philip Ladd, Treasurer 
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer 
MaryAnn Ryan, Clerk 

 

Vestry 
Betsy Amsbary (Class of ’28) 
Andrew Fink (Class of ’28) 
Kimberly Rocco (Class of ’28) 
Ellie Wainwright (Class of ’27)  
Lindsay Guerriere (Class of ’27)   
Pat O’Connell (Class of ’27)  

Amy Sweeney (Class of ’26)  
Brian Mukherjee (Class of ’26)  
Mike Niden (Class of ’26)  
 

Convention Delegates 
Annie Russell, Anne MacFate 

 

Office Hours: 
 
Monday-Thursday:  9:30am—2:30pm 
Friday: 9:30am—2pm 
 
Nick’s sabbath is Friday, with an email sabbath too! 
 

Staff Meeting: Mondays at 11am 
 

Admin Meeting: Mondays at 12:30pm 
 

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper: Works remotely, 
control@ccneedham.org 
 

The office is closed on all federal and state holidays. 

Sunday, November 9  
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel) 
9:45am PK-3 GP (Chapel) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
11:20am  MANNA Food Drop (Library parking 
lot) 
 

Monday, November 10 
Office closed in honor of Veterans Day. 
 

Tuesday, November 11 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
10:00am  Knitting Group (MR) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm Finance Committee (MR & Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, November 12 
10:00am  Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, November 13 
3:30pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Sunday, November 16 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)  
9:45am PK-3 GP (Chapel) 
9:45am Gr. 4-6 GP (LPH) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, November 17 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Tuesday, November 18 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  PRM (Zoom) 
7:00pm Vestry (MR & Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, November 19 
10:00am   Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 

 

Thursday, November 20 
3:30pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (MC) 
 

Sunday, November 23— 
Annual Appeal Ingathering 
No 8:15am service.  
9:45am PK-3 GP (Chapel) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:30am  Annual Appeal Ingathering  
 

Monday, November 24 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Tuesday, November 25 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:00am  Pastoral Response Ministry (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, November 26 
10:00am   Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
7:00pm Bible Study (MR & Zoom) 
 

Thursday, November 27 —Happy 
Thanksgiving 
Office closed in honor of Thanksgiving. 
 

Friday, November 28 
Office closed  
 

Sunday, November 30th—First Sunday 
of Advent 
8:15am Spoken Rite I Eucharist (Chapel)  
9:45am PK-3 GP (Chapel) 
9:45am Gr. 4-6 GP (LPH) 
10:00am  Rite II Eucharist with Choir & Organ 
(MC & streaming)   
11:15am  Coffee Hour (UPH) 
3:00pm Advent Tree Lighting (UPH & Front 
Lawn) 

September-November 2025 Calendar 

https://ccneedham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchneedham/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt0k93brP-KEZC3D7XNP2gw
mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
mailto:music@ccneedham.org
mailto:children@ccneedham.org
mailto:office@ccneedham.org
mailto:facilites@ccneedham.org
mailto:control@ccneedham.org

