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Greetings, Siblings in Christ,

As | write, we transition to the season after
Pentecost, also known as Ordinary Time. In
Godly Play language, this is the Great Green
Growing Season, and it takes us up to
Advent, just after Thanksgiving. It aligns
with the natural processes in the Northern
Hemisphere, as God’s earth gives birth to
all kinds of good and beautiful things. The
color of the vestments and altar hangings is
green. Itis a time in the lectionary when we
attend to the steady work of being Jesus’
disciples.

As usual, we will gather in our
aiccorditbangdiGhapel for summer
worship. Beginning on June 9, and
continuing through Labor Day, we will
worship Sundays at 9am. Unfortunately,
we repfy nqt able to livestream
k roﬁhﬁh L. pe that will be an
option for next summer.

A change from past practice, however, will
be that our Music Minster will be in
residence during the summer. When we
hired Mary, we wanted to build our music
program through additional opportunities
for members of all ages and abilities to sing
and to play instruments. Summer worship
is one of the opportunities for this to
happen.

Having been blessed for so many summers
by Steve Sussman’s presence, however, |

Summer Worship Begins June 9

Rite Il Eucharist with Music & Hymns
Beginning June 9
Sundays at 9 a.m.

in the Chapel

Our last live stream was Sunday, June
2 as we move to the Chapel for
summer worship starting June 9.

Currently, the Chapel lacks the
necessary equipment to continue this
important ministry. Livestreaming
returns September 8, when we go
back to the Main Church for worship.
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wanted to make sure that we could
continue to welcome him in some capacity.
Steve is sympathetic to our goals for the
program and is happy to fill in for Mary
when she takes some summer Sundays off.
Mary tells us about what’s in store for
music on page four.

We are also programming some
intergenerational Godly Play opportunities,
in a couple of different configurations. This
is a wonderful opportunity to try on this
way of being loving God and neighbor in
the summer, and to engage a few new
stories in the Godly Play repertoire. Bird
has written more on page three.

On June 23 and 30, parishioners Annie
Russell and Tracy Rubin will set forth God’s
true and lively Word as preachers and lead
us in Morning Prayer as presiders. | will be
in Spain with Jamie, walking the last 100K
of one of the branches of the Camino de
Santiago, The Way of St. James. The
Camino is an ancient pilgrimage route
leading to the Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela. Beginning in the 9t century,
pilgrims walked a 500-mile path to
venerate the purported remains of the
Apostle James the Greater. | look forward
to returning with stories of spiritual
refreshment and earthly delight, as well as,
most likely, some blisters.

Continued on page six

Vestry Approves
Capital Campaign

The Capital Campaign is
underway! Please read our

update on page six.

Thank you for your generous
participation, Mike Niden and
Christina O’Connell, co-chairs of
the Rectory Capital Campaign.

Page 1/ The Visitor - Ordinary Time 2024



Two Wardens Needed & Designated Vestry

By our baptisms, all of us are called to be God’s
people in the world, loving God and neighbor as
Jesus teaches. Serving as part of our parish
governance is an important way to do that.

Wardens are necessary components of Parish
governance as set out by our by-laws and the
national Canons of the Church. Our by-laws call for
two Wardens, each with a two-year term, staggered
so that there is continuity of leadership.

Wardens are necessary for the practical functioning
of the church. They typically have the authority to
sign documents, including checks, on behalf of the
parish. They chair monthly Vestry meetings. They
meet regularly with the Rector to shape meeting
agendas, and as needed for advice and counsel.
Above all, Wardens work with the Rector as sounding
boards and conversation partners to shape the vision
and direction of the parish, to trouble shoot
problems as they arise (or before), and to generally
assist with leadership of the parish.

If you feel that the Spirit may be
calling you learn more about this
opportunity, please email Nick.

Designated Vestry Persons (DVP) to
Serve Until Wardens in Place

The Vestry has changed the temporary Designated
Vestry Person leadership plan, until new wardens
are selected. Going forward, there will be co-DVPs in
order to align with the bylaws, which call for two
Wardens, serving staggered two-year terms. Like
regular Wardens, the DVPs will be the primary
contact person for concerns and feedback regarding
parish life, and the go-to-person if the Rector is
away. They will help the Rector shape the monthly
Vestry agenda, be the connecting point between the
Vestry, and the Property and Finance Committees,
and be a source for advice and counsel to the Rector.

The schedule for the DVPs this summer:

June: Amy Sweeney and Ingrid Melvin
July: Ingrid Melvin and Pete Lyons
August: Pete Lyons and Pat O’Connell
September: Pat O’Connell and TBD

We are grateful to these Vestry members for
taking on this extra, and needed, responsibility.

Summer Children’s & Family Highlights, Bird Treacy

There are so many reasons to love the summer—and

that’s not even counting summer camp, swimming, or ¢

vacation. In the life of the Church, summertime is
often a season for flexibility and experimentation. In
that spirit, this summer’s schedule includes:

!

In our Baptismal Covenant, we promise to love our
neighbors as ourselves and work for justice and
peace among all people - and part of that work
includes engaging in the fight for racial equality.
Research also shows that awareness of and bias
regarding racial difference begins in the toddler
years, so it’s never too soon to begin exploring
these topics in age-appropriate ways. To this end,
this summer our Children’s Ministry program and
Christ Church’s Racial Justice Initiative will be
partnering to share four special stories from the
Godly Play program. See the special programming
highlight for dates and details!

Keep an eye on our Music Minister Mary Jodice’s
calendar - children and families are always
welcome to sing with the summer pick-up choir!
Keep those voices warmed up and ready as we
prepare for the start of a new Royal School of
Church Music program this fall.

T

Summer is an excellent time to try new roles, such
as being a lector, carrying the cross or torches, or
acting as an usher. Feel free to reach out any time
if there’s a ministry you’d like to explore but you
aren’t sure where to begin.

Keep your eyes peeled for additional information in
the weekly Church School Newsletter! New
opportunities are always emerging!

Peace, Bird

Children’s Programming Coordinator
Text or call Bird at 347-200-9207
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What’s on the agenda for Church School this Fall? I’'m
glad you asked!

This Fall we’ll continue with the weekly Godly Play
schedule established last year. As we have seen, this
regular routine has supported attendance and a deep
understanding of our core Bible stories and liturgical
rhythms, and has so much to offer to our youngest
community members.

For grades 4-6, we’ll be shifting our programming
from the Episcopal Children’s Curriculum, to a
modified combination of more advanced Godly Play
programming and Bible mechanics and literacy, and
of course, a continuation of our Bible Buffet program
for new participants. By continuing to use Godly Play
stories as a foundation for this program, this group
will have the opportunity to wonder more deeply,
engage with extension and synthesis stories not used
in our primary room, and work with the Godly Play
versions of stories alongside the Bible texts. This
program will continue to meet about twice a month.

In addition to our usual Church School schedule,
watch your calendar for celebrations marking the
Feast of St. Francis and other special events. Program
registration and welcome back events are scheduled
for Sunday, September 15, with Church School
scheduled to resume on Sunday, September 22nd.

Church School & Racial Justice
Initiative Collaboration:

People of Color Who Inspire

Save the Dates:

Following 9am Summer Worship
Sunday July 7: Harriet Tubman
Sunday August 11: Rep. John Lewis

Worship on the Patio: 5pm - 6:30pm
Sunday July 28: Bishop Barbara Harris
Sunday August 25: Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Godly Play includes a number of different genres of
story, including Sacred Stories, Parables, and
Liturgical lessons, and new stories are developed
over the years to address the needs of the wider
community. One way this has happened is through
the addition of four People of Color Who Inspire
stories to the stories of Saints and Holy People (a
type of Sacred Story). These stories have been in
development for several years and model a way of
discussing how our faith connects with working for
racial justice.

Drawing on the ongoing educational work of Christ
Church’s Racial Justice Initiative and the existence
of these beautiful stories in the Godly Play oeuvre,
these summer programs will offer an opportunity
for intergenerational exploration and learning.
Facilitated mixed-age groups will be supported in
approaching the stories through the lens of wonder.
Curated supplementary resources will also be
available to address factual questions about the
lives of these important figures.
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Music Ministry,
Mary Jodice, Minister of Music

Happy Summer, Christ Church,

Looking back on the spring, the Choir did a wonderful job
for Holy Week and Easter, and | was very happy to have the
Joyful Noise Choristers join us for the 9am service.

Even as the program year ends, the choir has begun
rehearsing Josef Rheinberger’s Requiem in anticipation of a
concert to be offered in November in honor of Veterans’
Day. We have also begun learning the next round of music
for our October Evensong.

When we begin the program year in the fall, Choir
rehearsals will remain on Thursday evenings, from 7:00pm
to 8:30pm, with 7:00pm to 8:00pm reserved for Evensong
music. After 8:00pm, we rehearse the music for the
following Sunday and beyond, so it is possible with a small
commitment to learn new music for Evensong and
participate in this special Anglican form of worship.

I know Nick has written elsewhere in the Visitor that | am
now a year-round musician at Christ Church. This is a good
thing as | can now plan for the future and see what we can
do together. During the summer | will be in residence for
most Sunday services. Steve Sussman will be the substitute
musician for the Sundays | will be away. | know he has been
a wonderful addition to the summer services, so you will
still get to hear his music.

Each Summer month, we will also have a “Pick Up Choir”
Sunday, with a short rehearsal before the 9am service. This
is open to all ages and all experiences. | would also like to
invite children who play an instrument to play on a Sunday
for a short Offertory. They can play alone, or | am very
happy to accompany instrumentalists of all kinds. Just
send me an email about what you would like to do.

| also invite members of the parish to email me their
favorite hymns. We will do our best to include those this
summer. It will also be good to have a sense of those hymns
that most warm our hearts and faith.

For the fall, | am very happy to announce for that there will
be a dedicated day and time for a Joyful Noise Choir
rehearsal. This is an exciting opportunity for our children as
well as children in the wider community.

As always, if you or a friend or
child are interested in joining
either choir, please email me or
see me at Coffee Hour.

Yours in music,
Mary Jodice, Minister of Music
music@ccneedham.org

Ainister of Music

CCN Children’s Chorister
Program!

We are excited to announce the
continuation of the Joyful Noise
Choristers this fall. Rehearsals will be on
Thursdays from 4pm-4:45pm beginning
September 19.

Guided by the Royal School of Church
Music program, we'll explore singing,
music reading, hymns, and anthems.
We'll also learn hand chimes, enhancing
rhythm skills. With RSCM, young
musicians receive workbooks, medals,
and ribbons. The choir will sing with the
adult choir once a month at the 10am
service as well as the Christmas
pageants, and other festivities.

Choir fosters community, and creating
music together is undeniably joyful! All
are welcome to join our choir; you need
not be an Episcopalian or currently
affiliated with any church.

Please email Mary Jodice, Minister of
Music at music@ccneedham.org for
more information and to sign up!
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