Advent 2023
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In the Gospel lesson for this Sunday, the first Sunday of the Advent, Jesus
describes what seems like the end of the world:

the sun will be darkened,

and the moon will not give its light,

and the stars will be falling from heaven,

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. (Mark 13.24-25)

It’s not a stretch to say that for millions of people around the globe,
there is good reason to feel like it is the end of the world right now. The
horrors unfolding in Gaza, Israel and Ukraine are likely at the front of our
awareness here in the parish.

We don’t hear as much about the continuing nightmares in places like Syria,
Haiti, Yemen, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, South Sudan,
Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Somalia, and Myanmar. Corruption, climate change
and violence, both state-sponsored and rogue, exacerbate a humanitarian
crisis. According to the United Nations, more than 110 million people around
the world are currently displaced (sourced online here).

Mary, the mother of Jesus, must have known that sense of desperation, living
as she did under the boot of Rome. As a young Jewish woman, she must have
known what it was like to be a powerless person. And imagine what it must
have been like for her when she said “yes” to the Angel Gabriel to be part of
God’s plan for bringing life out of death. The world as she knew it was coming
to an end.

During the season of Advent, from the Latin word adventus meaning
“coming” or “arrival,” we prepare to celebrate the birth of the historical
Jesus, as well as lean into Jesus’ promise to come again into a world in need
of hope and healing.

Mary can help us in our preparation. Our Advent devotional House of God:
Mary, Jesus, and the Meaning of Christmas highlights different facets of her
faithfulness to God’s call on her life. The guide offers multiple ways for us to
learn how to be followers of Jesus from the one who has been called
Theotokos (“Bearer of God,” or “House of God.”). More on p. 9. Mary has been
revered not only in our Christian tradition, but in the Muslim tradition as well.

And so, the death of one world can provide the opportunity for the birth of
another one. Jesus comes to us, and through us to others, when our worlds
are broken. Like Mary, we can be become bearers of God in our own times.
Beams of sunlight, moonlight, and starlight will shine again, and the powers
of heaven will reign in love and justice on earth.

Come, Lord Jesus, come: to us, through us, for the world.
Faithfully, Nick+ (email)
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A message from Brian Mukherjee, Warden

Brian Mukherjee,
Warden

| hope that everyone had a great Thanksgiving. It has been a busy fall season for your
Vestry! Among other important work, the Vestry has been involved in reviewing the
Church’s financial activities, preparing the 2024 budget, overseeing maintenance
issues and engaging with various committees in the Church community. In our
October meeting we were also fortunate to have fellow parishioner Philip Ladd, with
the assistance of Duncan Allen, present a “refresher” course on the Church’s
endowment structure and uses. That information will be helpful as the Vestry builds
next year’s budget and considers the appropriate use of funds for both big and small
projects in the future. The Vestry also hosted a brunch on Annual Appeal Sunday. It
was a wonderful event—thanks to all who participated and helped out.

As we approach 2024, we also wanted to extend a big thank you to our soon-to-be
departing Vestry members—Cecile LeRoy, Alyssa Kence, John Carr and Christina
O’Connell. Thank you for your dedication and your tremendous efforts over the last
three years! You will be missed. And as these folks rotate off Vestry, we extend an
invitation to the parish to consider joining the next class of Vestry members starting
in February 2024 - as the current Vestry will no doubt attest, this is an enriching
experience and a wonderful way to serve the Church community. Please let me or
Nick know if you’re interested!
Peace,
Brian Mukherjee (email)

FIRST, thank you to our Vestry for hosting a
delightful Grateful Hearts Brunch on
November 19 after the 10am service.
Parishioners of all ages enjoyed the plentiful
food and warm fellowship. Here are some
photos of the event.

SECOND, we are grateful to report that nearly
50 pledges were blessed at the altar at the
10am service. The financial results of the
Appeal, from the kick-off on November 5 until
November 28 are: 66 households for
$277,263.32. Compared to the first three
weeks of previous year’s Appeals, this is a
very rapid accumulation of households and
dollars. If you have not yet pledged, it is not
too late.

Thank you for your generosity.
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Music News by Mary Jodice,
Minister of Music

Our choir has been very busy this fall! In October, we presented an Evensong and
an “American Song Book” concert; on Veteran’s Day Weekend, we offered the
Fauré Requiem. Thank you to those in the parish who were able to come and enjoy
these occasions for sharing music and fellowship in the community.

On December 17" at 5:00pm, the Phoenix Consort (an Early Music vocal group) Mary Jodice,
will present a concert in the Chapel entitled “In Mary’s Footsteps”. Mary, Mother Minister of Music
of Jesus, is in the background in the four Gospels. The Gospel that best gives us
insight to her life is the Gospel of Luke. According to one tradition, Luke reportedly
interviewed Mary about the life of Jesus, after his death and resurrection. In this
concert, we have chosen music to represent some of the emotions and events of
Mary’s life.

We have started rehearsals for the music of Advent and Christmas, but there is
always space and time for more choir members. Rehearsals are at 7:00pm on
Thursday nights in the Main Church.

We are starting a Youth Choir whose first appearance will be to sing along with the
Adult Choir during the 4pm Pageant service on Christmas Eve. Rehearsals will be
during Coffee Hour starting Sunday, November 26. The music will fun, easy and a
great way to enter the Advent and Christmas seasons.

At the 7:30pm Festive Choral Eucharist on Christmas Eve, the choir will offer “A
Christmas Garland” by Richard Shepherd as a choral prelude.

As always, you are invited to join the choir even if it’s a short commitment through
a liturgical season! Feel free to reach out to me at music@ccneedham.org.

Yours in music,
Mary Jodice (email)

CHRISTMAS EVE
Sunday, December 24
10am Rite | Eucharist with hymns (Chapel)
4pm The Best Christmas Pageant Ever (Main Sanctuary)
7:30pm Christmas Concert and Festive Candlelit Choral Eucharist
Rite Il (Main Sanctuary)

CHRISTMAS DAY

Monday, December 25
9am Rite | Eucharist with hymns (Chapel)

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS, December 31
10am Lessons & Carols with Rite | Eucharist (Main Sanctuary)

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
Sunday, January 7
8:15am Rite | Eucharist (Chapel)
10am Rite Il Eucharist with Choir and Baptisms (Main Sanctuary)
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N ews fro m MAN NA The MANNA community is a diverse community of
unhoused or unstably housed individuals in downtown
- 3y Boston. MANNA stands for ‘Many Angels Needed Now and

2 Always.’

Christ Church (CCN) along with three other partner parishes
provide a hot meal once a month to the MANNA community
at the Cathedral of St Paul in downtown Boston.

We at CCN are one of the groups of 'Angels' providing
nourishment for those in need. The Rev. Jennifer McCracken
B v \ runs the MANNA ministry. An excerpt from Jennifer's words
= 2. . from the MANNA website states:

First and foremost, MANNA is a community of love. The
language we use to describe love in the community is that
we embrace both the good bits and the hard bits of love,
which is to say that we hold in tension the joys of life and
the day-to-day struggles. Loving one another into
becoming who we are in God is God's dream of a beloved
community. This dream requires us to act justly, love and
mercy, and to walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). At
MANNA, we do this by living into our mission to be a
community of love and belonging; a community of prayer
and worship; and a community of reconciliation,
redemption, and resurrection. We all need to eat well to
thrive physically and emotionally.

Due to the increasing number of people attending the
Monday lunch, Jennifer has asked CCN to provide monthly
the additional salad and meal items listed below:

*4 XL bags of lettuce

eshredded carrots (20-240z)

etomatoes (20 oz)

ecucumbers (8-10 medium)

evegetarian meal, such as noodles with vegetables

CCN currently provides monthly:
5 hot casseroles
75 bagged lunches
100 individual baked goods
75 bananas

We are extremely grateful to the dedicated volunteers who
have participated in the past in purchasing food and
preparing the MANNA meal. We also encourage new
participants in this Ministry. This can be done either by
volunteering to provide food or by driving the food into
Boston each month. There is a lot of flexibility month-to-
month for those able to contribute. You can sign up to
volunteer here.

Thank you!

Barbara Hurley (email) & Lindsay Guerriere (email)
MANNA/Monday Lunch Coordinators

For anyone who is interested in additional ways to support the
MANNA community please visit their website. These include
cash donations and items from the Amazon Wish List.
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Purchase an Amaryllis to Support
Community Concerns

Annually, Community Concerns sponsors a sale of
Christmas blooming amaryllis, beautifully potted
and ready for holiday decoration or gifting. This
year’s sale will take place in Upper Parish Hall
before and after the 10am service on Sunday,
December 10 and Sunday, December 17. We hope
to see you there, to sell you a potted plant and
answer your questions about our Ministry.

What is Community Concerns? Each fiscal year,
Christ Church allocates a portion of its annual
budget for charitable giving. The mission of the
Community Concerns Committee is to determine
how to distribute these funds. In addition, all
proceeds from the Amaryllis Sale are directed to the
many local, state, national and international
organizations we support.

As the lives of so many continue to be affected by
pandemic, war and political instability, we continue
to re-evaluate our grants to emphasize
organizations focused on health care, food security,
homelessness and immigration/refugees. While we
cannot control world events, we can do our best
with what we have to help those most affected by
them.

The differing backgrounds, input and enthusiasm of
each of our members are all essential to the work of
our Ministry. We are actively seeking new
members, so if you would like to know more
about Community Concerns, please contact any
member below. We meet once or twice yearly to
share our research and allocate funds, and between
meetings we stay in touch with the recipients of our
grants to ensure we are doing the most good. The
impact and satisfaction that result from our work is
SO much greater than the modest time commitment
required of each member.

Joanne Neale, Chairperson, jmmneale@gmail.com
Christine Ruddy, cgibsonruddy@gmail.com
Susan Barber, sabarberl@verizon.net
Donna Vello, donna.vello@gmail.com

Community Concerns

ANNUAL

AMZRYLLIS

Sale

DECEMBER 10 & 17

before and after
the 10 am service

Haiti Council Selling Haitian
Chocolate and Ornaments for
Haiti Music Program on
December 3rd and 10th

On December 3rd and 10th, the Haiti
Council is hosting coffee hour and
selling the items below between
8:15am and 10am services and at
coffee hour to benefit the Haiti
music program. These items make
wonderful gifts for your friends and
families for the holidays.

You can buy:

* Yummy Haiti chocolate:
Peppermint! Sea salt! Cranberry!

* Haitian Coffee

+ Charming Haitian Christmas
Ornaments

Sign up by December 10th

We are refreshing the Christmas
Memorial Flower list this year to
keep it vital and intentional. If you
would like to remember someone,
please complete this form by
December 10.

Christmas Memorial Flowers
offerings can be mailed to the
Church with the memo "Christmas
Memorial Flowers" or you can
submit your offering online.

IRS tax regulations require that all pledge
contributions and other donations to Christ
Church must be received physically at the church
or be postmarked by December 31,2023 to be
included on end of the year statements for

2023. Also, stock contributions must be received in
Christ Church’s brokerage account with Pension
Wealth Management by December 31; please
contact Ali Heard at the church office to receive
directions on how to arrange this.
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The Giving Tree 2023

All Gifts are due back on
Sunday, December 17th.

The Giving Tree is up in the Memorial
Room! Please take a tag from the tree,
sign up on the table next to the tree,
make your purchase, and return your gifts
to church and place under the Giving Tree
by Sunday, December 17. (Tags/Greeting
Cards, are not necessary, but are there for
you if you would like one.)

Shepherd House

Women's Winter Care Packages:
These are bags of necessary items for the
guests living at Shepherd House, a
program for women in recovery run by
Victory Programs. The items we include
in each bag are: hat, scarf, gloves/
mittens, toothpaste and toothbrush, lip
gloss, body/hand lotion and shampoo.
You may add anything else to the bag
(lipstick, night gown, jewelry, etc.) that
you wish. Each year we receive hand-
written thank you notes showing how
grateful the women are to receive these
wonderful packages of goodies!

Gifts for Children:

Please include: $25 Target Gift Card; a
Cozy Blanket; a Book. Please place your
items in a gift bag, securely taping the gift
card to the upper, inside of the bag so it is
visible.

Transition House

Gift Cards for Women at
Transition House:

Transition House is a domestic violence
shelterin Cambridge. We will be
collecting $25 gift cards to: Target, Old
Navy and Amazon.

You may also drop your gifts to Donna
Vello (141 Hawthorn Ave) or Alyssa Kence
(59 Coolidge Road), both in Needham.

Your gifts are greatly appreciated!

Questions? Please feel free to
email or call one of us. Thank you

Alyssa Kence: email or 617-851-9175
Donna Vello: email or 617-584-2939
Harding Ounanian, Jr.: email

Diocesan Convention Report

The 2023 Convention is the last one that our current bishop, Alan
Gates, presided over, as he will be retiring! The following actions
were taken:

1. Aresolution agreeing to and supporting the election of his
successor. This is the timeline of the process:

¢ December 2023: Nomination period opens.
¢ January 2024: Nomination period closes and review begins.

¢ April 2024: Slate is announced. Between this time and the
special election date of May 18, the candidates will participate
in walkabout (meet/Q&A) sessions scheduled around the
diocese. Everyone is welcome to attend at least one.

¢ May 18, 2024: Election date.

¢ October 19, 2024: Consecration of the new diocesan bishop,
location TBD. This is also Bishop Gates’ last day as our bishop.
The transition period of leadership will occur in the time
between election and consecration.

2. The establishment of a Reparations Fund was approved at the
2022 Convention. The 2023 Convention considered and
approved the start of a framework for structure and
accountability, which specifies that the Fund is a long term
commitment, that it will focus on communities within the
diocese, that activities may include loans, disbursements and
investments, and that it will be legally accountable to the
Diocese through its leadership, governance, and policies. In
addition, a Reparations Fund Committee will be constituted by
the bishop and Diocesan Council. The Committee will be part of
the diocesan organization and will fall under their canonical
authority.

Other actions taken were: continued commitment to the anti-
racism work of the diocesan staff, including a commitment of
$20,000 to support their work beginning in 2025; establishment of a
Healthy Congregations Task Force focusing on mental health
support and resources to help congregations evaluate
sustainability of their ministries; and an amendment to Diocesan
Canon 14 to allow for recognition and diocesan oversight of
intentional Episcopal communities that are not parishes or
missions.

Areal highlight of each Convention is to hear the reports of various
ministries. It is heartening to hear of the work being done with the
next generation of Episcopalians through the activities of the
Diocesan Youth Council, Life Together, and the Barbara C. Harris
Camp and Conference Center. Yes, there are
indeed many challenges facing us as a
whole, but there is much hope and
optimism for our future growth in the Spirit
in these ministries!

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to
reach out to me.

Annie Russell
Convention Delegate (email)

Annie Russell,
Convention Delegate
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Church School News

Blessed (Nearly) Adventide!

Many of you won’t know this, but last year |
had the privilege of attending the Christ
Church Advent Tree Lighting immediately
following my interview to join you all as the
Children’s Programming Coordinator. It was
a chance to take a peek at the goings on
around this community and a lovely introduction to this
place that has quickly become so dear to me.

Bird Treacy,
Children’s Programming
Coordinator

This fall has certainly been bustling at the Church School
and we’ve been grateful to have some new faces on board
to support our programming, and the ability to increase
how often we can offer Godly Play. That curriculum—which
those of us deeply engaged in it really consider to be a
spiritual practice—is so rich and it’s always incredible to
watch the children’s focus and engagement. We invite
anyone who might want to learn more to come tour our
space or come sitin on a session. You may be surprised
what you learn!

I’m also excited to say that we’ll soon be presenting our
upper elementary and middle school students with Bibles
based on their hard work discerning what Bible is the “just
right” one for them. We’ve spent our classes exploring
different translations and supplementary resources and
creating real excitement around choosing Bibles that they’ll
want to use.

The work of the Church School isn’t simply to transmit
information, but to support the innate spirituality of
children, and we are blessed by their curiosity and desire to
participate in the life of the community. Recently they’ve
toured the special hidden corners of our church with the
Altar Guild, have considered roles they might take up in
worship, and we are planning a visit with the choir and an
introduction to the organ in the coming weeks. There is
always something new to explore.

May you keep this ministry in your prayers as we grow
together and continue to invite new adults into relationship
and faithful ministry with our young people.

Peace, Bird

Invite, Welcome, Connect
News

IWC is gathering momentum! Tedi Eaton has run
two successful usher trainings and has recruited
fifteen people to usher on a regular basis. Following
a structure similar to Altar Guild, Tedi and fellow
ushers will have a consistent week to serve each
month with openings left to welcome others (like
confirmands) to usher from time to time. Ushers are
generally the first people to greet new faces to our
church, thus playing a vital part in the ministry of
Invite, Welcome, Connect.

IWC continues to keep sanctuary pews and baskets
near chapel doors stocked with paper name tags
and pens. Need a permanent name tag? Thereisa
new protocol for obtaining one: speak to or email
Amy Sweeney at acksweeney@aol.com. IWC is
exploring options for a new name tag board as the
current desk on wheels is unwieldy.

On November 19t IWC and the Vestry teamed up to
host a Grateful Hearts brunch to commune together
after a hopefully robust pledge campaign. The
brunch included all ages and included “coloring
tables” with large Thanksgiving themed designs for
young and old to color while eating, and homemade
pancakes!

Lastly, IWC is beginning to plan out a protocol to
address the “visitor to new member” continuum.
We hope to establish a consistent order of steps to
follow—known to all and especially ushers—when
encountering new faces in church, including the
offering of a Welcome bag. Part of this protocol
means the revision of the Connect card that hangs
in the pews. IWC would love more volunteers to
help specifically with this welcoming aspect at
Christ Church, as well as anyone who would like to
be involved with the ministry of IWC.

Thank you, Christina O’Connell and Amy Sweeney,
co-chairs, IWC

Save the Date for our Advent Tree Lighting|

Sunday, December 3rd at 5pm

Advent begins on December 3 and we’re excited to celebrate this season of
preparation together. Join us at 5PM for a short Advent Tree Lighting
service at the front of the church, followed by Advent wreath making, a
story about St. Nicholas, singing with our organist and choir director, Mary
Jodice in the Chapel, refreshments, and an ornament craft project.

We’ll also launch a special community StoryWalk featuring ‘Twas the
Evening of Christmas by Glenys Nellist, located around the building. All are
welcome - invite your friends! - Interested in helping with this event or have
an idea for an activity you’d like to share? Please email Bird at

children@ccneedham.org or text/call her at 347-200-9207.

*Sing carols
*Pizza & hot Cld

*Make Advent cra
*Explore Olmr‘y
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Advent Quiet
Morning

Saturday, December 9
9am-12pm

In Godly Play, we begin our Advent
story by remembering just how easy it
is to miss out on the important
“getting ready” work of Advent
because of the hustle and bustle of
Christmas—and we all feel that
pressure sometimes. To counter our
habit of walking right through the
mystery, adults are invited to join Bird
Treacy for a retreat-style Advent Quiet
Morning on Saturday, December 9
from 9am-12pm, sharing in a story
based on Madeleine L’Engle’s

“The Glorious Impossible,” as well as
time for art and reflection.

Coffee and light breakfast

refreshments will be provided.

Please Bird Treacy to RSVP.
Registration is $10 and covers supplies
and refreshments, payable by check to
Allison Treacy.

Join us for the Best

Christmas Pageant Ever!
Sunday, December 24, 4pm

This Christmas Eve will feature our annual pop-up Christmas
Pageant and it’s time to get ready! Make sure to sign-up on
the board in the Parish Hall and save a few key dates, noted
below. Sign up online here.

This year, we invite all children to participate in special
Pageant music. In addition to learning the beloved, familiar
hymns that we sing each year, choir director Mary Jodice
will be teaching a special Communion Anthem.

Music rehearsals will take place each week following coffee
hour beginning Sunday, November 26th - attend as many or
as few as you can. The children will be supported by the
adult choir during the Pageant. Costume pick-up will be
Sunday, December 17th. All children and youth are invited
to participate.

Have questions? Email Nancy Sterling (email) or Bird Treacy
(email).

Children & Youth participants should arrive at
3PM for choral warmup and costumes.

Tuesdays, 8:00am - 8:45am on Zoom.

Join us as we pray, reflect on Scripture, and enjoy one
another’s company. For questions or link, please email
John Carr. All are welcome!

Page 8 [ The Visitor - Fall 2023


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084FADAE2EAAFCC70-46309423-christmas#/
mailto:NJSterling@MLStrategies.com
mailto:children@ccneedham.org
mailto:johncarr268@gmail.com
mailto:johncarr268@gmail.com
mailto:children@ccneedham.org

We have continued our four-part film series that focuses on
oppressed populations within the United States. We have had
fruitful conversations about things we didn’t know, things we
did know and may have forgotten, and explored ways to
make changes within and outside of ourselves. More than
twenty people attended each event.

We have collaborated and communicated with parishioners
from St. Paul’s in Natick, and between five and ten folks (from
Natick) have attended our film events.

Our most recent offering featured films focused on the history
of the relationship between Native Peoples and the early
settlers of what came to be called New England. We

discussed ways to become more active and outspoken
against discrimination and oppression.

We plan to offer more films in 2024.

We also intend to hold meetings for discussion in addition to
those connected to films. And we are hoping to organize field
trips to local destinations such as Royall House in Medford

( ), home in the 18" century to the
largest community of enslaved people in Massachusetts. The
forced labor of at least sixty men, women, and children made
the Royall family wealthy and an early benefactor of Harvard.

We are always looking to connect with more people in the
parish. Please email Bob Keener ( ). Hope
to see you at one of our next events.

House of God Advent Devotional

Inspired by Mary, our goal over these Advent weeks is to make our
homes and hearts “Houses of God” with this digital Advent
devotional.

Here’s how this devotional can deepen our faith this Advent:

1. Keep the poster in a prominent place (on the fridge?). Check off
activities, in no particular order.

2. Keep the booklet in a handy place (on the dining room table?). It
features weekly prayer services, guidance with activities on the
poster, and information on Mary’s impact on our faith.
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Valentine’s Day
College/Military
Care Packages

Every Valentine's Day, we send care
packages to our college age students
and those in the military.

Starting in late December, we will
collect donations for the Valentine’s
Day College Care packages. We ask for
candy, snacks, baked goods and
monetary donations for postage.

If you have any questions or would like
to help reach out to:
Kim Rutherford (
Ginny Yerardi (

) or
). Thank you!
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Upcoming CCN Elections

By our baptisms, we are all called to serve the world and the Body of Christ, the Church. A needed way to serve is
on the Vestry. The Vestry is the lay governing body of the church. It assists the Rector in the leadership of the
parish, in matters both temporal and spiritual.

We are looking for four members of the congregation to serve on our Vestry beginning at the Annual
Meeting on February 4, 2024. We need three people to serve for three years (the Class of 2027); and one person
to finish out two years of a three year term (the Class of 2026).

Here’s what outgoing Vestry members have to say about their experience:

- My family joined Christ Church over 10 years ago when we moved to Needham.
We had been going to the Episcopal Church in Brookline, so we made the
transition to the Christ Church upon moving. We found a welcoming
community and a place for our two boys, then five and three, to attend church
. school.

Donna Vello, who is now a good friend, got me involved with the Giving Tree
(which I still enjoy being a part of), but that was the extent of my leadership
with the church. When Nick asked me to join the Vestry, | was not sure how

. much I would be able to contribute (I did not grow up in the Episcopal Church),
but | was happy to give back and to get more involved.

Being on the Vestry has been a great experience. | have learned about the
church's revenues and expenses, how much work goes into running the church
and making everyday decisions, and what a talented staff we have working at
the church to keep things running. But what I've enjoyed most about being on
the Vestry is the people! It's been a pleasure to get to know my fellow Vestry
members, to hear their views on the church operations and happenings, and to
see what a dedicated and smart group of parishioners we have at Christ
Church. It's been nice to get to know Nick, Brian, Dusty, Duncan and the other
leaders better. It's been awesome to see Cecil's enthusiasm over the Haiti
mission, Amy and Christina's energy in growing the "connection" in our
church, and John's passion for the work of the Racial Justice Initiative (just to
name a few). We have amazing people at Christ Church and I'm grateful that
I've had the opportunity to get to know them (and their work) better.

I would highly recommend serving on the Vestry at Christ Church. The three
years goes by in a blink, so don't worry if you think it's a big commitment - it's
really not! Let me know if you have any questions and if you are interested in
serving | would love to speak with you more about my experience.

~ Alyssa Kence

As | reflect upon my time as a Vestry member, | feel gratitude. Grateful for the
opportunity to be a part of the leadership team where we have thoughtful
conversations about a multitude of things including operations, finances and
outreach at Christ Church. | also feel grateful that | said yes to join Vestry. As a
mom of two (young at the time of joining!) girls, | was hesitant to join Vestry as
| was worried | would not be able to attend meetings and commit to what was
needed from me. However, | quickly realized | was wrong, as the commitment
is simply one evening a month, with a Friday evening/Saturday mid afternoon
retreat in February, and occasional preparation between meetings. Lastly,
since being on Vestry | have learned so much about Christ Church, specifically
regarding the ministries and outreach we do. There is so much we offer at
Christ Church that | had no idea about prior to being on Vestry and it has made
me so proud to be part of this amazing community. ~ Christina O’Connell

Page 10 / The Visitor - Fall 2023



Vestry Reflections Continued:

When | joined the Vestry | wasn’t sure | would have much to contribute. But the
beauty of Vestry is that you only need to contribute the little bit you have.
Sometimes | had something to say, many times | didn’t. But during those times |
gained a lot of understanding of how our community works and appreciation for
the talents of my fellow parishioners. As time went by, there were a few projects |
felt excited about helping with, and working on them with others was fun. | would
encourage everyone with one spare evening per month and an interest in the
Christ Church community to give Vestry a try. Like the Stone Soup story, when we
add together the bits that everyone brings to the table, we suddenly end up with
something beautiful. ~ Cecile Leroy

“There really is only today, although luckily that is also the eternal now.”
Anne Lamott

| have been a member of the Episcopal Church since 1993. Over the course of
these 30 years | have never served on a vestry until Nick tapped my shoulder in
2021. Now, as | come to the end of my three year term | leave with a few
observations of how God shows up in the hands, feet, heart and mind of those who
serve.

Observation numero uno is...this is hard and sometimes messy work. The work of
being a functional church is difficult. It takes a devoted, optimistic and smart
leader. Thank God, we have that in Nick. As my kids say, literally, THANK GOD for
Nick. These past few years have been exhausting for everyone and have raised all
sorts of challenges and questions. Nick’s perseverance has inspired me. You see,
one of the reasons | didn't or couldn't serve was because | always thought that the
Vestry was for “business people” or “lawyers” or “smarter than me people.” You
see, | work as a psychotherapist, and so | guess you can say I’'m a feelings guy. |
find myself more curious about emotions, motivations and unspoken relationship
dynamics than about numbers, budgets and endowments. So doing this kind of
work felt like a stretch for me, or as they say, “outside my wheelhouse.” But what
was so great is that to me, God showed up as much in the logistics, the numbers
and line items as he does in more ministry or pastoral work.

| have experienced God’s presence in the midst of making Christ Church a place

Whgre God (he/she) and neighbor are loved without question. For me God showed

upin:

eThe fellow co-treasurer who has committed countless hours reviewing, tweaking
and explaining all the lines of the budget.

eThe Vestry person who showed up on zoom despite the fact that he was on a
business trip and stuck in an airport.

eThe mom who had her elementary school-aged child sitting on her lap during a
Vestry meeting.

eThe guy who answered the tap from Nick to serve one more time as a warden,
despite the fact that he has an incredibly challenging job.

eThe soft, slow and gentle telling of a Godly play demonstration in the Chapel

when the grown up leaders (us Vestry people) all had a chance to be kids again | encourage you to take a
and listen to a story about being a shepherd who knew his sheep by name. turn and serve with those
eThe commitment made when one Vestry person organizes and collects grocery who are smart, committed,
filled bags for food insecure people in Boston (the goal is 60, she collects over 70 funny and wanting this
and then has the bandwidth to buy sturdy bags at Marshalls so that when the place to be a beautiful,
families grab their groceries they know the bag will not break). amazing spiritual home.

eln me, when | needed help to speak up in a Vestry meeting on behalf of the non- ~John Carr

binary or gender fluid people who may not feel welcome because the bathroom
sign says Men and Women, | worried that my fellow Vestry members might roll
their eyes. They didn't. One small step toward the words on the Episcopal banner

“ALL Are Welcome.” (continued on page 12)
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Election Special Continued from page 11:

Brief Descriptions of Responsibilities of the
Vestry, Warden, Clerk, and Delegates: The Confirmation Class has begun

The Vestry is achristian learning and leadership community ‘é";f/giibang% Jwte;\’lzgfnu;r%dpeome
of nine parishioners called to collaborate with the Rector, clergy and experie%ﬁce mcE)re about the Christian
staff in building and carrying out a prayerful vision for the parish; faith as we Episcopalians practice it
exercise fiduciary responsibility for the building and finances; At a Confirmation service next June.
connect with members of the parish as visible leaders and ’

shepherds; offer leadership for the various ministries of the parish; \?vriﬁs;gig ?r:lggg)ég;igr?iﬁyi??;g}f%
and grow in faith.

the promises made at their Baptisms

Vestry members are expected to serve a three-year term; to Eé Es]?si.rtggrrﬁr]cgsu?g?m(z S;gg?irseh?ésr{;he
attend monthly Vestry meetings (3™ Tuesdays except for July); to be ; ; . ; .
active in at least one ministry in the parish; to attend the Vestry Kevin Ruddy and Nick, with sessions

. . . for parents as well as kids.
Retreat in February; to engage in other preparatory and leadersh i : .
activitiels a5 nergdgj’. gage! preparatory rship Periodically, we will be praying for the

kids by name in the Prayers of the
Warden: Same responsibilities as the Vestry as well as working People. Expect to see them helping
closely with the Rector between meetings. A two-year term, rather out with worship. Don’t hesitate to

than a three. There are two wardens. reach out to Kevin ) or Nick
( ) with questions or suggestions.

Clerk: includes Vestry responsibilities. Also records, edits, and
distributes Vestry meeting minutes. Attends Vestry and Annual
meetings and keeps, edits and distributes minutes of these meetings.
Serves a one-year term. Please drop off the finished hats by

Delegates: Attend Diocesan Convention in November (Friday Juesday, December 5. These will go

to the MANNA ts al ith th
evening and Saturday; sometimes one-day, all day, Saturday) and p?epgred meal%uoer? S:Cgr?ng\évrl 11. €

reports back to the Parish. Attend meetings of Charles River Deanery Thank for all who have contributed to
and report back to the Parish. Serves a one-year term. this ministry.

Ifyou feel called in this direction, please reach out to Nick, Rector : :
. : . J : ¢ PS. There will be more hats needed in
(email) or to Brian Mukherjee, Warden (email). February - keep them coming! Thank

Positions to Fill for 2024: you, Bea ( )

e Four Vestry Members: 3 for 3 years and 1 for 2 years n

£ &

e Two Wardens: One serving out the second year of a two-year
term and one serving a full two-year term

e OneClerk
e One Treasurer: Leads the Vestry’s financial planning

e Two delegates to Diocesan Convention as well as to Deanery
Gatherings

Epiphany begins every year on January 6th and is the liturgical season between Christmas and Lent. Epiphany,
also known as Three Kings Day, commemorates the arrival of the Magi in Bethlehem - they traveled from so far
away that they were a bit late to the Nativity party.

While Three Kings Day is a major celebration in some cultures, particularly in Latin American communities, one
of the most common ways we mark this day in the Episcopal Church is by blessing our homes and chalking a
special message above the doors:20+C+M + B + 24

You’ll be able to pick up chalk and a postcard with directions on how and why we do this type of blessing
beginning on Advent Il (December 17) to ensure you’re ready for Epiphany, even if you’re traveling during
Christmas.
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December 2024 Calendar

Sunday, December 3

The First Sunday of Advent

8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite | (Chapel)
9:45am Godly Play, K-3 grade (Chapel)
9:45am ECC, 4-6 grades (LPH, Jerusalem
Room)

10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Il with Choir
(Main Sanctuary & streaming)

11:15am Coffee Hour & Haiti Council
Fundraiser (UPH)

11:30am Pageant rehearsal (MS)
5:00pm Advent Event: Tree Lighting,
Activities and Food (Front lawn & UPH)
5:00pm Confirmation Class (UPH)
7:00pm AA Needham On Time (UPH)

Monday, December 4
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)

Tuesday, December 5

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:30am PRM (Zoom)

5:00pm Property Committee (Memorial
Room)

Wednesday, December 6
10:00am Morning Bible Study
(Memorial Room and Zoom)
7:00pm Evening Bible Study
(Memorial Room and Zoom)

Thursday, December 7
10:00am Life after Loss Grief Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (Main Sanctuary)

Saturday, December 9
9:00am Advent Quiet Morning (MR)
5:00pm AA Big Book Step (UPH)

Sunday, December 10

The Second Sunday of Advent

8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite | (Chapel)
9:45am Godly Play, K-3 grade (Chapel)
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Il with Choir
(Main Sanctuary & streaming)

11:15am Coffee Hour with Community

Concerns Amaryllis Sale and Haiti Council

Fundraiser (UPH)

11:20-11:30am MANNA food drop off
(Library parking lot)

11:30am Pageant rehearsal (MS)
7:00pm AA Needham On Time (UPH)

Monday, December 11
10:00am Knitting Ministry (Memorial Room)
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)

Tuesday, December 12

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:30am PRM (Zoom)

7:00pm Finance Committee (Zoom)

Wednesday, December 13

10:00am Morning Bible Study (Memorial
Room and Zoom)

7:00pm Evening Bible Study (Memorial
Room and Zoom)

Thursday, December 14
10:00am Life after Loss Grief Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (Main Sanctuary)

Saturday, December 16
5:00pm AA Big Book Step (UPH)

Sunday, December 17

The Third Sunday of Advent

8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite | (Chapel)
9:45am Godly Play, K-3 grade (Chapel)
9:45am ECC, 4-6 grades (LPH, Jerusalem
Room)

10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Il with Choir
(Main Sanctuary & streaming)

11:15am Coffee Hour with Community
Concerns Amaryllis Sale and (UPH)
11:30am Intercessory Prayer Group
(Memorial Room)

11:30am Pageant Rehearsal (MS)
11:30am Pageant Costume pick up (LPH)
5:00pm “In Mary’s Footsteps” Concert
(Chapel)

5:30pm Confirmation Class (LPH)
7:00pm AA Needham On Time (UPH)

Monday, December 18
11:00am Staff Meeting (UPH)

Tuesday, December 19

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:30am PRM (Zoom)

7:00pm Vestry (UPH & Zoom)

Wednesday, December 20
10:00am Morning Bible Study
(Memorial Room and Zoom)
7:00pm Evening Bible Study
(Memorial Room and Zoom)

Thursday, December 21
10:00am Life after Loss Grief Group (MR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (Main Sanctuary)

Saturday, December 23
5:00pm AA Big Book Step (UPH)

Sunday, December 24

The Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas
Eve (No 8:15am service)

10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite | with hymns
(Chapel)

3:00pm Pageant Rehearsal (Main
Sanctuary)

4:00pm The Best Pageant Ever

(Main Sanctuary)

7:00pm AA Needham On Time (UPH)
7:30pm Christmas Concert & Festive
Candlelit Choral Rite Il Eucharist

(Main Sanctuary)

Monday, December 25

Christmas Day

Office closed.

9:00am Holy Eucharist Rite | with hymns
(Chapel)

Tuesday, December 26

Church closed.

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:30am PRM (Zoom)

5:00pm Vestry (UPH & Zoom)

Wednesday, December 27
TBD Bible Study.
Office closed.

Thursday, December 28
No Life after Loss Grief Group or Choir.
Office closed.

Friday, December 29
Office closed.

Saturday, December 30
5:00pm AA Big Book Step (UPH)

Sunday, December 31

The First Sunday of Christmas

No 8:15am service,

10:00am Lessons and Carols with Rite |
Eucharist (Main Sanctuary)

11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH)

7:00pm AA Needham On Time (UPH)

Tuesday, January 1
Office closed.

Tuesday, January 2

8:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom)
9:30am PRM (Zoom)

5:00pm Property Committee
(Memorial Room)

Wednesday, January 3
10:00am Morning Bible Study
(Memorial Room and Zoom)
7:00pm Evening Bible Study
(Memorial Room and Zoom)

Thursday, January 4
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (Main Sanctuary)

Saturday, January 5
5:00pm AA Big Book Step (UPH)

Sunday, January 7

The Baptism of Our Lord

8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite | (Chapel)
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Il with Choir
and Baptism (Main Sanctuary)

11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH)

7:00pm AA Needham On Time (UPH)

SAVE THE

A
-
_——
AR

Sunday, February 4
Annual Meeting
One service only at 10am

Wednesday, February 14
Ash Wednesday
7:30am, 12pm, 7:30pm in the Chapel

Wednesdays,

February 14 - March 20
Wednesday Prayers in Lent
8:30am and 8:30pm on Zoom
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New (to us) Kneelers in the Chapel

In September, Christ Church received a precious gift from Grace
Lutheran Church, which had closed after six decades of ministry in
Neeedham. Our new member Ann MacFate tells the story of the
needlepoint kneelers now in our Chapel:

In the late 1970s and early 1980s a group of twenty-seven members and
friends (male and female) of Grace Lutheran Church needlepointed
cushions for the church’s communion rails. At the start, only two
people had experience in doing needlepoint. At the finish, all twenty-
seven volunteers had experienced the joys, pleasures, and feelings of
accomplishment that a job well-done provides. It was noted that the
cushions would “last for generations” and always be treasured. t was
never considered that Grace Lutheran would be closing and that the
treasured cushions would be honored by finding a new home in the
chapel of Needham’s Christ Episcopal Church.

The two long panels “represent [twelve Old Testament] stories of
people filled with expectation and promise, of people who experienced
joy and sorrow, of people who knew the presence and constancy of
God.” The center panel is a nativity scene. The cushions “remind us of
our stories, as we come humbly to our Lord’s Table eager to receive a
taste of his life and love, a touch of his grace.”

It is estimated that each of the two long cushions represents 1,500
hours of work. Starting at the beginning on the far left, the first panel is
Adam and Eve. The second one is Noah’s Ark, third is the Tower of
Babel, fourth is Abraham and Isaac, fifth is Jacob’s Ladder, and sixth is
Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors. Moving to the second long
cushion, the first panel is the Israelites Crossing the Red Sea, the
second one is Moses and the Ten Commandments, third is Young David
Playing His Harp for King Saul, fourth is Ruth and Naomi, fifth is Daniel
in the Lions’ Den, and sixth is Jonah in the Belly of the Whale.

Thank you, Ann, for bringing this precious and
beautiful gift for us to use in our worship!
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Christ Episcopal Church
1132 Highland Avenue
Needham, MA 02494
781-444-1469

Website » Facebook « Youtube

Clergy and Staff

The Rev. Nick Morris-Kliment,
Rector

nick@ccneedham.org Ext: 113

Mary Jodice, Minister of Music

music@ccneedham.org Ext: 110

Bird Treacy, Children’s
Programming Coordinator

children@ccneedham.org Ext: 110

Ali Heard, Manager of Parish
Operations

office@ccneedham.org Ext: 110
Woody Hughes, Facilities Manager

facilities@ccneedham.org
413-530-7850

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper

control@ccneedham.org
Officers

Brian Mukherjee, Warden
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer
MaryAnn Ryan, Clerk

Vestry

John Carr (24)

Tedi Eaton (25)

Alyssa Kence (24)
Cecile Leroy (24)

Pete Lyons (‘25)

Kathryn Mortimer (‘25)
Mike Niden (‘26)
Christina O’Connell (‘24)
Amy Sweeney (‘26)

Convention Delegate
Annie Russell

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday

9am - 2pm

Friday

9am - 1:30pm

Nick’s sabbath is Friday, with an
email sabbath too!

Staff Meeting: Mondays at 11am

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper:
Works virtually

The office is closed on all federal
and state holidays.
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