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NEEDHAM

Greetings, Siblings in Christ,

The evening of May 8, | stood on the stage in Powers Hall to offer a moment of
“spiritual guidance” at the beginning of the final session of Town Meeting. Following
a practice which is, I’'m guessing, a quaint holdover from Needham’s Puritan roots, a
clergyperson from a Needham faith community speaks for a minute or two (or
three...) from their own tradition before each meeting. The purpose, | suppose, is to
inspire those present to a civil and productive gathering.

Among other reflections, | offered a thought about the word religion. It shares a root
with the Latin word ligare, which means “to bind” or “to tie.” We may note the
resonance with the anatomical word ligament, the tissue which holds our bones
together. At its best, religion holds us together, which is especially important in times
that threaten to drive us apart.

The Rev Nick Morris- . o o ) ) )
Kliment Writing now to readers of this Visitor: our rellglous practices of worship, fellowship,

service, hospitality, and formation, help to “make us one body, one spiritin Christ,
LIK2 G2 ONBRAG Yehdtavé miay debve the world in his name.” (Prayer C, BCP p. 372)

On the one hand, the coming of summer offers many of us the chance to go away. And this is good! In a sense,
our “ligaments” are loosened. On the other hand, there are ways we remain connected. Many of us continue
to come to worship in our air-conditioned Chapel. Bird is offering formation activities. The Altar Guild remains
faithful. The Men’s Morning Prayer Group will keep praying. The Grief Group keeps accompanying people in
their losses. MANNA will keep feeding our friends in Boston. We have our inaugural Independence Day Musical
Event! (See page 6) And there’s more inside this Visitor.

We can also remain connected when we travel. On Sunday June 4t our final services before going to our
summer schedule, we will bless People of God (POG) popsicle sticks for parishioners to take on their travels.
Snap a selfie with your POG and send it to Ali in the office! I'll be sending a selfie with POG from Yosemite, at
least. We’ll post them in the eBlast and maybe even on the website. We can also share service leaflets when
we return, from worship in different places.

When we gather this summer, we’ll have the opportunity to hear other voices in the pulpit (see page 4), and in
June we will also welcome a seminarian in the ordination process in our Diocese to our staff, at least through
December. Learn more about her on page three. (continued on page 9)

Summer Worship Begins June 11

Our last live stream will be Sunday, June 4, as we move to the
Chapel for summer worship starting June 11. The Chapel lacks the
necessary equipment to continue this important ministry.

Livestreaming returns September 10, when we go back to the Main
Church for worship. We will make every effort to create and post
audio recordings of summer sermons, which will be shared in the
weekly eBlast. Thank you for your understanding.
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A message from Brian Mukherjee; Warden

Brian Mukherjee,
Warden

Ministry Head Changes

Thank you, Joanna; welcome Lindsay!

|
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We are deeply grateful for the service of
Joanna Starr as co-coordinator of
MANNA Monday lunch at our Cathedral.
For the past four years alongside Barbara
Hurley, Joanna has served with grace,
humor, and precision in this ministry that
comes alongside those experiencing
homelessness with food and fellowship.
Along with Barbara, Joanna was
instrumental in regularizing the
transition into Covid-time feeding
protocols. Though she will continue to
cook, she is stepping back from the
organizational partnership with Barbara.

We are delighted to welcome Lindsay
Guerriere as successor to Joanna. Lindsay
e has been a member of Christ Church since
: \ moving to Needham in 2015 with her
'{ husband, Mike, and three children, Nico
(10) Anthony( 8) and Grace (5). L|ndsay
. has enjoyed getting to know the members
- of Christ Church more this year. She is
- looking forward to serving as co-
' coordinator of the MANNA Mission.

~ Lindsay has a background in accounting,
working as a CPA and most recently,
instructing continuing education courses.

| hope everyone is enjoying the warmer weather and the approach of summer! My last
Warden’s message closed by noting that we were looking to a successful and
productive start to the new year. I’'m happy to report that has certainly been the case
as Vestry gets close to finishing the first half of 2023. Among other initiatives, Vestry
has been closely involved with reviewing and discussing expenditures associated with
the recent repairs to the sewer pipe leading out to Highland Avenue, landscaping
around the front of the Church and the consideration of other important improvement
projects around the Church and the Rectory. On a more “fun” note (but no less
important), Vestry has been actively working with the Invite Welcome Connect team to
continue to expand the Church’s ministry of hospitality. I’d also personally like to
thank Dusty Hecker for continuing to serve the Church as an Assistant Treasurer for
Church Bill Review and Payment. This newly-created position helps with the
important job of review and payment of Church invoices.

Peace, Brian
brmu@comcast.net

Life after Loss
Grief Group

Join us at Christ Church for a
bereavement group that will
follow an open spiritual path to
process the loss of loved ones
and other personal grief.

Led by Nikki Stournaras, a
Chaplain with West River
Hospice, we will gather in the
Memorial Room on Thursday
mornings June 8 through July
6 from 10am to 11:30am.

Materials are provided at no
charge. Registration capped at
ten attendees.

Please email Sue Barber or
Nikki with questions or to
register.

LIFE AFTER LOSS
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
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Thank you, Dave; welcome Philip!

We express our gratitude to Dave Borah, who has been chair of our Investment
Committee for the last four years. In challenging times, he has skillfully guided the
investment strategy for our endowment, carefully stewarding this important financial
resource. Thanks to a number of significant additions and his careful management,
the value of our endowment as of April 30, 2023, including both restricted and
unrestricted funds, is $2,145,539. Thank you, Dave.

We now welcome Philip Ladd to the helm of the Investment Committee. Philip was
baptized and confirmed here and served as an acolyte in his youth. Since that time, he
has raised a family, retired as chair and owner of Dwight-Rudd Insurance Company, and
volunteered his time helping church and nonprofit organizations prudently manage
their finances and other goals to support their missions. Those organizations include
the Perkins School for the Blind (on whose board he served for 14 years); Christ Church
Dark Harbor, a small Episcopal summer parish in Isleboro, Maine, where he currently is
Vice-President of the Board and Chair of the Buildings and Ground Committee; and the
Treasurer of the Isleboro Community Center.

Dave Borah

Philip is married to Elaine Fiske and enjoys two children and five grandchildren.
Hobbies include gardening, sailing, cooking. He loves to read as well as to travel with
Elaine. Regarding this role at Christ Church, Philip writes that “I believe in diversification
and safety of principal for endowment funds like ours, and believe a long-term
investment perspective is far more prudent than jumping in and out of the market
trying to capture the latest trend. Crypto and other investments like that have no place
in our endowment portfolio.” Thank you, Philip for helping us in this way to live into our
mission to love God and neighbor as Jesus teaches.

Seminarian Intern: Faith Mbuthia, Candidate for Holy
Orders, Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts

I’m a married Kenyan immigrant to the US, a mother of two, and a third-
year seminarian at Bexley-Seabury Seminary, currently in Field Formation
at Trinity Church, Canton. My sponsoring parish is Grace Chapel,
Brockton. I grew up in a Christian religious family of nine siblings. My
mother is a Mothers’ Union leader and a staunch Anglican, from whom my
faith was formed and established. My school breaks were spent assisting
the elderly with basic domestic errands. As | matured, | gathered and fed
homeless street youth, read Scriptures and taught them good morals and
hygiene. My family relocated to the U.S and | continued sharing the
Gospel.

| was steered towards a servanthood calling by the spiritual and social
needs of my community. My college background prepared me to work as
retail beauty entrepreneur in Brockton, but | closed the family business to
pursue my calling to build up the Body of Christ. My faith is made strong in
gathering women for night vigils and spiritual nourishment fellowship. My
love for God is seen and felt through inspiring sermons—I love preaching. |
delight in the company of a caring church, a loving family, and a
compassionate God. Philippians 1:6 is a favorite Scripture: “Being
confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you,
will go on completing it until the day of Jesus Christ.” | look forward being
with you, the people of Christ Church.

Faith+
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The Rev. Anhe
Gardner

The Rev. Dr. Matthew
Kruger

Supply Priests Summer 2023

The Rev. Isabel Geller is Preaching and Presiding on
Sundays, June 11 and June 18

The Rev. Isabel Roberts Geller is a native of Connecticut, although she has
lived in Massachusetts for many years. After raising four children, she heard a
call to ordained ministry. She attended The General Theological Seminary in
New York for two years. When her son was offered a visiting professorship at
the University of the South in Sewanee, TN, she transferred to the School of
Theology for her senior year. She graduated from Sewanee in May 2022 with a
Masters of Divinity, and was ordained to the priesthood in December.
Following a brief parish call, she is enjoying a time of discernment while also
filling in as a supply priest in the diocese. She and Nick first met in 1995 at St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Ayer, where Nick marred Jamie, where Jamie
was confirmed, and which sponsored him for ordination. Welcome, Isabel!

The Rev. Anne Gardner as Guest Preacher on
Sunday, July 30

On Sunday, July 30th, The Rev. Anne Gardner will serve as our guest preacher
(with Nick presiding) offering a reflection on her experience of walking the
famed Camino de Santiago, a 500-mile path that extends across the width of
northern Spain. She has written a book about this extraordinary journey,
recently published by Adelaide Books (NY/Lisbon), titled And So | Walked. The
book recounts both the challenges of completing a long-distance hike as well
as the emotional and spiritual undercurrents her time on the trail revealed.
Gardner currently runs the chaplaincy program at Harvard-Westlake, a private
independent high school in Los Angeles. Prior to accepting this position, she
spent twelve years as the Director of Spiritual and Religious Life at nearby
Phillips Academy, Andover. For many years Gardner has worked as a freelance
writer, crafting pieces for various outlets including NPR, The Boston Globe,
The Providence Journal, and the National Catholic Reporter, among others.
(see her website for more details, https://www.anne-gardner.com). Copies of
her book will be available for sale and signature ($20). Welcome, Anne!

The Rev. Dr. Matthew Kruger Presiding & Preaching on
Sunday, August 27

On August 27, we welcome back the Rev. Dr. Matthew Kruger. Matt is an
Assistant Professor of the Practice of Theology at Boston College, and an
Episcopal priest in the diocese of Massachusetts. He will preside and preach
at the 9am service.

Invite Welcome Connect Survey Results  Thankyouto those who responded to

the Invite Welcome Connect Survey!

What events have you missed or would like to see at Christ Church Needham beginning this fall2 1€ events that have been missed the

22 responses

Progressive Dinners

Mens'/Womens’ Dinners

Trivia Night

Untalent Show

Outings (i.e. kayaking, hiking)

most are the Mens'/Womens' Dinners.

We will work to help those come back

13 (59.1%) Soon!

5@z If youdid not get a chance to fill out
the survey or are interested in helping
the efforts to get us connected please
reach out to Christina O'Connell or

Amy Sweeney.

2

| nite - Ww’(ww\p/ Coy\v\wf
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Wednesday Bible
Study, 2023-2024

Have you ever wondered why King David
is so highly regarded?

Would you like to know more about him?

Are you interested in his relevance to
Jesus and the messianic expectation?

Come join Wednesday Bible study this fall
when we spend the year reading 1 & 2
Samuel to learn about this great king of
Israel through interactive discussion led by
Tracy Rubin. Classes meet mornings from
10:00am-11:30am, and evenings 7:00pm-
8:30pm from mid-September through May
22,2024. We will meet both in person and
online.

Please sign up with Ali
office@ccneedham.org or 781-444-1469 so
we can order the companion texts which
are provided at no cost.

'David with the Head of
Goliath by Carlo Dolci

Tuesdays, 8:00am - 8:45am on
Zoom. We pray, reflect on Scripture,

and enjoy one another’s company.
Join us. For questions or link, please
email John Carr at

johncarr268@gmail.com

Church School News

Process Art &
Prayer:

A Summer
Intergenerational
Formation Series

What is Process Art? Process Art
refers to a variety of creative
practices that emphasize the
act of making art rather than
the outcome—and it’s also a
great way to be present to our
creativity and let go of our need
for control, particularly as
adults. This summer during
lemonade hour, Bird will help
us explore some of these
practices as tools for prayer. We
hope you’ll join us and discover
new tools that can deepen your
prayer life.

Adventures with
the People of God

Are you going somewhere
exciting this summer? Or are
you sticking around Needham,
exploring everything it has to
offer? Whatever plans you have
for the coming months, we
want to share in those
experiences with you. On
Sunday June 4th, we’ll be
blessing some special “People
of God” who can travel with
you. Much like the people we
use in our Godly Play stories,
these figures are ready to
explore the world, or the
backyard. Pick one up for your
family, feel free to decorate
them if you’d like, and drop us
some pictures of your journeys
together.

Bird will be off the
month of July.

Email Bird—Text/call:
347-200-9207

June 11:
Neurographic Art

June 24:
Praying in Color

August 6:
Soul Collage/Visio
Divina Part 1

August 13:
Soul Collage/Visio
Divina Part 2

yrEe
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Children’s Programming
Coordinator
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Music Ministry; Mary Jodice, Minister of Music
Sponsor-a-Hymn is Back!

Parishioners have the opportunity to sponsor the hymn before the Gospel lesson on Sundays from
June 11 through September 3. The hymn can honor a loved one, living or dead; can be in thanksgiving
for any person, people, or occasion; however, the Spirit moves you! These funds help support our
summer musician, Steve Sussman.

How to Sign Up: A good old-fashioned sign-up sheet can be found in the UPH. Select a Sunday, then
print your name, hymn #, telephone #, and if this is in honor of someone/something on that date.
Please mail a check to the Church for $150 (payable to Christ Church, memo “Summer Music”).

Pick Up Choir on August 6

CCN is having pick-up choir and are all invited to join. Meet in the Chapel at 8:15am on Sunday ,August
6 and practice one simple anthem and hymns in harmony. Those are the two Sundays during the
summer that Mary Jodice, Minister of Music, will play at the Church. No vestments, no fuss! Join us!

music@ccneedham.org
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