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Lent/Easter 2023 

 Greetings, Siblings in Christ, 
 
Paul writes to the Church in Rome, “We who are many are one body in 
Christ.” (Romans 12.5) 
 
There is no more important work for a Church than learning to connect with 
others, both inside and outside the parish, with the Good News of Jesus Christ, as 
we have experienced it. As individuals and as a Church, our stories with God and 
one another are what keep us together and send us out to love our neighbor. 
When we feel we belong, we want to invite others in. 
 
During Lent, we intentionally engage and nurture practices connecting us more 
closely to our need for God and for one another. It has also been a time when we 
give things up for the same purpose: to clear the decks to surface attitudes and 
habits which root in our primary identity: beloved children of God. We are then re-
equipped to love God and neighbor as Jesus teaches in all aspects of our lives. We 
begin this process with the story of Jesus in the wilderness on the first Sunday of 
Lent. Stripped of everything, Jesus leans into his reliance on God to resist the 
distractions of the evil one. He emerges ready to proclaim the liberating, loving, 
life-giving Reign of God, to which all are invited. 
 
In this Visitor are stories, as well as varied and creative ways of connecting with 
one another and God, good for this Lent and beyond. I am grateful to be making 
this Lenten journey through the wilderness toward the Cross and the 
Resurrection with you. 
 

Faithfully yours, 
 

Nick+ 

Invite, Welcome, Connect 

 

 
Join us Wednesday on Zoom at 8am and 8pm 
beginning March 1 through April 5 for 
Wednesday Prayers in Lent. 
 

8am Morning Prayer Rite I from The Book of 
Common Prayer on Zoom (click here for the link) 
 

8pm Night Prayer from The New Zealand 
Prayer Book on Zoom (click here for the link) 

Lent-To-Go Box 
Teach us to Pray 

(see page 3) 

The Reverend Nicholas 

Morris-Kliment, Rector 

photo credit: Tom Gaitley   

https://ccneedham.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Wednesday-Prayers-in-Lent-2023-Zoom-Link.pdf
https://ccneedham.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Wednesday-Prayers-in-Lent-2023-Zoom-Link.pdf
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It is an honor to step back in as your Warden! Thanks to Dusty for his 
leadership during his term. We also thank Vestry class of ’23 for all their hard 
work as they step off—Ginny Yeradi, Joe Sweeney, Jim Black and Duncan Allen. 
We also welcome our newest Vestry members Mike Niden and Amy Sweeney. 
Vestry has gotten off to a great start in 2023. In addition to a terrific in-person 
Annual Meeting, we also held a Vestry retreat at the Church, February 10-11. 
The retreat allowed both old and new Vestry members a chance to get to know 
each other better, to reflect on what it means to be part of Vestry and to think 
about what opportunities Vestry wants to tackle in the upcoming year. We’re 
starting strong and looking forward to a successful and productive 2023!  
 

Peace, 
 

     Brian 
 

brmu@comcast.net  

Brian Mukherjee,  
Warden 

 

After a light lunch, we elected Brian Mukherjee as 
Warden, Amy Sweeney and Mike Niden as Vestry 
Members, MaryAnn Ryan as Clerk, and Annie Russell as 
Delegate to Convention. We thanked Joe Sweeney, 
Duncan Allen, Jim Black, Dusty Hecker, and Ginny 
Yerardi, who are rotating off the Vestry, for their service. 
We also voted to revise our bylaws. Importantly, we spent 
time hearing one another’s stories about how we were 
invited, welcomed, and connected at Christ Church. It was 
a delight to hear these! These stories, and stories like 
them, set the course of our life together. 
 

Amy Sweeney and Christina O’Connell have agreed to 
be co-chairs of this new ministry of evangelism, 
hospitality and belonging. Thank you, Amy and Christina! 
Stay tuned. 
 

Staff members Bird Treacy, our Children’s Programing 
Coordinator, and Mary Jodice, our Music Minister, joined 
us in January. Already their energy and expertise are 
enlivening our life together. Welcome, Bird and Mary! 
 

Our Vestry met in the Upper Parish Hall for food, 
fellowship, and learning on Friday evening and Saturday, 
February 10th  and 11th .  We got to know one another 
better, learned about what a Vestry does, and 
brainstormed possibilities for nurturing our parish’s gifts 
for building community. The names of those serving in the 
newly configured Vestry with officers are on the last page 
of this Visitor. We are grateful for their gifts of time, 
experience, and faithfulness.  

mailto:brmu@comcast.net


 

Page 3 / The Visitor  -  Lent/Easter 2023 

 

 Liturgical Changes for Lent: 
 

The Color Purple: is associated with humility, penitence, and 
wisdom that comes from the willingness to look within. Purple is 
also associated with royalty, as the dye was quite costly to 
manufacture in ancient times. Royalty and humility—this is nature 
of Jesus, the servant/king.  

The Great Litany: Worship on the first Sunday in Lent begins with 
the Great Litany. The Great Litany is an ancient, comprehensive 
prayer petitioning God for protection from the sin and brokenness 
plaguing us personally and corporately. It gathers up prayer for the 
categories of humanity called for in our Prayer Book: the whole 
Church, its members and mission; our nation and those in 
authority; the welfare of the world; the concerns of our local 
community; those who suffer or are in trouble; and those who have 
died. It sets the stage for a season of introspection, tending to the 
brokenness within us and around us, and seeking ways to restore 
ourselves and those around us to health. A long set of prayers said 
in unison and in response to a leader binds worshippers together 
in a common spirit, much the same way a hymn does.  

The Penitential Order: During the rest of the Sundays in Lent, the 
service begins with the Penitential Order, which brings us back to 
basics. The Ten Commandments set out the basic framework for a 
life that is right with God and our neighbor. The Confession 
reminds us where we fall short and provides language to help us 
seek healing.  

A Change in the Eucharistic Prayer: Prayer A from the Prayer 
Book, a simple statement of God’s plan of salvation.   

The Prayers of the People are Form IV from the Prayer Book: We 
will be refreshing the prayer list. Call or email the office to make 
sure your prayer requests are remembered in the Sunday prayers.  

 Lent-To-Go:  
Teach Us to Pray 
 
If you have ever found yourself looking 
for the right words to pray, you 
needn’t look any further than the 
Psalms. These songs explore the full 
range of human emotion, and this Lent 
we’ve selected four to pair with a 
range of activities with hopes that they 
will deepen your Lenten devotion. 
 
This year you’ll find your Lent-To-Go 
materials in a pizza box, equipped with 
what, in Godly Play, we call an 
underlay (a piece of material that goes 
beneath things), a candle, a finger 
labyrinth, and a booklet of devotional 
ideas for people of all ages to go along 
with the themes of these Psalm 
“anchors.” 
 
Here’s the key to using these 
materials, care of Traci Smith, author 
of the Faithful Families series: the goal 
shouldn’t be and can’t be to do 
everything. Instead, look through the 
devotional guide with your family and 
pick a few practices that resonate 
deeply with you, that anchor you in 
this season, or take turns choosing 
practices to try. You’ll find resources 
drawn from a range of sources, 
including Illustrated Ministry, Smith’s 
Faithful Families for Lent, Easter, and 
Resurrection, and Godly Play trainer 
Sally Thomas’s Wondering Together 
Project.  

 

Ever felt like you are in a spiritual or 
emotional desert? Jesus knew about that. In 
this slim volume, Richard Sewall  (whom I 
got to know at St. George’s College,  
Jerusalem on sabbatical) uses the Holy Land 
landscape that Jesus knew to help us find 
connection with God and nourishment on 
our spiritual journey, which sometimes  
takes us through dry and arid places. The 
book includes reflections, questions, 
Scripture  passages, and links to very short  
videos of the Holy Land. Here’s a sample. 
 

Join us for six sessions beginning Sunday, 
February 26. Learn to experience 
nourishment even in the desert. Email Nick 
if you are interested and we will establish a 
common time and place.  
 

Books are $18, payable to Christ Church with 
“Lenten Book”  in the memo line. 
 

~Nick+ 

https://youtu.be/bI99-Sj7_jY
mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
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Do you remember the first time you walked 
up the main steps into the narthex of Christ 
Church? How you were feeling? Who you were 
with?  

I do.  It was a bright, crisp day in March, 2018 
and I was alone.  At the top of the steps, I 
prepared to open the door, but to my 
surprise, someone opened it and said, “Good 
morning.”  I was handed a bulletin and made 
my way to the left side of the pews. The back 
was empty for a good number of rows so I 
went as close as I could to the first group of 
people sitting together without crowding them…two rows behind 
seemed safe.  When I sat down, one of the three ladies sitting 
together turned around and asked, “Are you new? Is this your first 
time here?”  Well, I’m sure my eyes rounded in shock—this certainly 
wasn’t like any Catholic mass I’d been to.  A second friend turned 
and added, “This is the prayer book and the bulletin pretty much 
has all you need.”  I smiled warmly at her with heartfelt thanks. 
Over the course of the service, these three friends turned back to 
me a few more times with quips like, “You’ll get your exercise this 
morning. We Episcopalians got people standing and sitting, up and 
down constantly!”  

I know I tried to concentrate on the flow of the service, yet I couldn’t 
stop thinking about how welcomed I’d felt…like I belonged to this 
church instantly. What kind of magical place was this where people 
knew each other so well they could spot a newcomer in a flash?  I 
can still remember this feeling of being seen, of being invited, of 
some imaginary circle opening for me to join in.  A feeling so 
powerful, I ran home excitedly after the service and asked my 
husband, Joe, to promise to come with me the next week.   

It may have seemed like small gestures, nothing unusual for these 
wonderfully friendly women, whom I now know as Tedi, Nancy, and 
Marcia, and perhaps they don’t even remember this exchange.  But 
the powerful and lasting impact their welcome had on me was 
literally life changing as my husband and I found our new religious 
and spiritual home. 

That day, back in 2018, Tedi, Nancy, and Marcia were the 
embodiment of one of the three pillars of a new approach to 
deepening the faith of congregations published by Mary Palmer 
called Invite, Welcome, and Connect.  It’s a ministry and a toolkit of 
resources to have more than simply a “welcoming committee” in a 
parish; Mary Parmer’s approach aims to help whole congregations 
“cultivate intentional practices of evangelism, hospitality, and 
belonging” in order to deepen our connections with others and with 
God. The incoming vestry will be delving into the principles and 
practices described in Invite, Welome, and Connect to broaden and 
strengthen our already thriving culture of welcoming as 
experienced first hand by me and countless others.  Please share 
your stories with others; we can learn from every single one! 

Amy Sweeney 

 

On March 10 and 11, a group of Christ 
Church Needham teens will, as in prior 
years, join with CityReach service project 
to learn about and serve the homeless 
community in Boston. It is a great way to 
practice neighbor love, as Jesus teaches.   
 

The first step in this project is collecting 
donations of the homeless' most-
needed clothing and personal hygiene 
items from our Church community. The 
teens will then help distribute these items 
to the homeless directly at Common 
Cathedral in downtown Boston on March 
10.   
 

Warm jackets & raincoats, sweatshirts & 
sweaters, casual shirts and pants, 
comfortable boots & shoes, new socks and 
underwear, and travel-size toiletries are 
among the most-needed items (think of 
the clothing one would bring camping), as 
many homeless must survive the elements 
night after night.  Beginning today, you 
can drop these items off in Upper Parish 
Hall.   
 

Please contact Kevin Ruddy at 
kruddy@ptc.com if you have any 
questions.   
 
Finally, if you wish to simply make a 
monetary donation to be spent on these 
items, you can Venmo Kevin Ruddy 
directly at @Kevin-Ruddy-7. 
 

“CityReach is an overnight urban outreach 
program begun in March 1996 for youth 
(with accompanying adults), young adults, 
and college students from churches of any 
denomination. The program gives these 
young people the opportunity to learn first 
hand about homelessness from people who 
have experienced it. During the 20-hour 
session, participants join CityReach staff in 
street ministry and offer hospitality, food 
and clothing. This is followed by times of 
sharing and reflection.” 
 

http://commoncathedral.org/cityreach 

mailto:kruddy@ptc.com
http://commoncathedral.org/cityreach
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The solar system continues to generate savings for the Church and carbon-free energy for our power needs.  
The system generated about 2,281 KwH of electricity last month and has saved the Church about $143 so 
far this year. Read past updates here. The Green Group has been monitoring our two solar systems to make 
sure they continue to be operational. Together, the systems generated 60,000 kwh of electricity and saved 
the church more than $5,700 on our electric bills in 2022. We also realized during 2022 that there was a very 
large credit building up on the church’s Eversource account, as the solar system has been generating more 
electricity than the church has been using. There was a huge effort to get this 
corrected as two parishioners purchased the existing credit, and several others agreed 
to prepurchase credits on a go-forward basis. Special thanks to Dustin Hecker, Duncan 
Allen, David Escalante, Janet Haines and Bob Keener (and their respective significant 
others and families) for their assistance with this. ~ Kevin Ruddy  

 

The Vestry’s choice for the 2023 Giraffe Award was Patty Smith. Since 2000, the 
Giraffe Awarded has been given at the Annual Meeting to someone who has “stuck 
their neck out” for the parish. For more than two decades Patty has been active in a 
wide variety of ministries. She has served on the Property Team; the Vestry; as a 
Lay Eucharistic Visitor; on the Healing Team. She has been most active currently on 
the Church School Planning Team, as a Godly Play Teacher, and on the Pastoral 
Response Ministry. But you might find her cleaning out the Church School closet, 
setting up the crèche in the Main Church, collecting greens for the Advent Wreath 
Event, giving a parishioner a ride to the doctor, running to the post office for Ali, 
covering the desk in the office, or helping the Holy Folders prepare Sunday 
bulletins. You might even have seen Patty running at break-neck speed into 
Newton Centre after walking seven miles of the Walk for Hunger to get a CCN 
student back to Needham in time for their lacrosse game! Chances are many of us 
have not seen it, because it is done under the radar and with love, prayer, and a 
smile. 
 

In the depths of the New England winter, the Christ Church Sunday School is bustling! 
I’m so glad to be here with you all and to get to know the children in this community. I 
hope you’ll let me show you around our freshly reorganized space at the back of the 
Chapel and some of the new resources we have to offer and support our programs. 
 

Godly Play 
In the weeks leading up to Lent, our Godly Play program has been focused on the 
Parables—and did you know Parables are valuable gifts you were given even before 
you were born? Sometimes they can be hard to open, to understand, but they’re 
yours and you can always come back to them.  
 

During Lent, younger children often hear a story called The Faces of Easter, that 
highlights moments across Jesus’s entire life. This year, I’m excited to share that the 
story will include beautiful new graphics from the Godly Play Foundation. Created as 
part of the Foundation’s efforts to act as witnesses to the Black Lives Matter 
movement, these illustrations reflect and honor the image of God in all people, but 
specifically in the Black community. I encourage your questions about this work and 
other equity program from the Foundation that is shaping the work of Godly Play here 
at Christ Church. 
 

Episcopal Children’s Curriculum 
This March we will begin a series of lessons for upper elementary and middle school 
students based on the Episcopal Children’s Curriculum. This is a rich program that 
provides historical context both for Bible stories and surrounding our hymns, prayer 
book, and other traditions. It’s also an extremely accessible program to lead, rooted 
in conversation and relationship building. I hope some of you will consider sharing 
your talents with our young people as partners in the wondering and discussion 
during these classes.  

Bird Treacy 

Email Bird 
Text/call   

347-200-9207 

https://ccneedham.org/solar-panel-updates/
mailto:children@ccneedham.org
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Our MANNA/Monday Lunch Program now goes forward into Lent and on toward Easter 
thanks to all of our wonderful volunteers and their continuing dedication to this 
ministry. We would love to have NEW volunteers participate in MANNA. 
 
We have one assigned Sunday during Lent (March 12) and another on Easter Sunday 
itself (April 9), so we will be fully engaged in helping others during this time. The fact 
that we will be delivering food on Easter Sunday to be served to our MANNA siblings at 
the Cathedral of St. Paul in downtown Boston on Easter Monday seems highly 
appropriate. Some jelly beans and other Easter candy will be included with our usual 
baked goods. 
 
With regard to bringing food for MANNA or driving the food down to the cathedral, we 
try to make it as easy as possible for people to sign up for our appointed second 
Monday of each month. Click here to sign up online or use the link in the weekly  
eBlast and on the Christ Church website. If you do not enjoy using the SignupGenius, 
please do not hesitate to contact either Joanna Starr or Barbara Hurley in person, by 
email, or by phone and let us know what you would like to contribute. We would love to 
hear from you and help you get involved. The regular menu consists of an American 
Chop Suey casserole, baked goods, bananas, and peanut butter/jelly sandwiches. A 
driver is needed to deliver the food to the cathedral in Boston. Financial donations to 
MANNA can also be made through the website of the Cathedral of St. Paul in Boston. 
Follow the links to MANNA. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has already volunteered to help us during Lent and on 
Easter and to those who will do so soon. We wish you all a peaceful and prayerful Lent, 
a Happy Easter, and a lovely spring that we know is coming. 

Joanna Starr &  
Barbara Hurley, co-chairs,  

MANNA Lunch Program 

Joanna Starr 
617-633-4466 || jojostarr4@aol.com 

Barbara Hurley 
617-610-4585 || ba_hurley@comcast.net     

Some of our MANNA Chefs 
Hard at Work 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4bacad2eaafe3-manna3#/
mailto:jojostarr4@aol.com
mailto:ba_hurley@comcast.net
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The Pastoral Response Ministry seeks to 
find ways that we as a parish can come 
together and care for each other in times 
of difficulty and transition, supporting the 
efforts of clergy and bringing our Christian 
community together. This caring and 
sharing strengthens our community, as the 
person in need and the helper grow in faith 
as they move together through difficult 
times. 
 
The PRM group meets weekly on Tuesday 
mornings. The members of PRM serve at 
the invitation of the Rector. This group 
provides confidential support to the clergy 
in their pastoral work, as well as providing 
direct support to parish members during 
difficult times. Led by Rev. Nick Morris-
Kliment, the members of PRM for 2023 
include Barbara Brailey 
(bebrailey@verizon.net), Jean McCarthy 
(jeanmccar@aol.com), Patty Smith 
(episcopalia@gmail.com), and Christine 
Ruddy (cgibsonruddy@gmail.com).  
 
PRM committee members make phone 
calls to parishioners, offer rides and 
company, and send notes offering prayers, 
support, and condolences, as appropriate, 
throughout the year. The committee also 
sends cards to celebrate with parishioners 
in times of joy. At Thanksgiving, cards are 
sent to parishioners who are house-bound 
or otherwise in need of a check-in. At 
Easter and Christmas time, PRM delivers 
flowers to shut-ins and those bereaved in 
the previous year. 
 
If you or someone you know might need 
support, please contact Rev. Nick or any 
member of PRM. We do our very best to 
serve our church community with comfort 
and compassion.  

 
Greetings from the Community Art 
Gallery. We hope everyone has been 
enjoying our latest exhibit “A Family 
Affair!” featuring work by Belle Brett, 
her husband and professional 
photographer, John Heymann, and 
Belle’s late mother and sister, Josephine Brett and Beth Brett, 
respectively. You can read brief bios here and check out the 
expanded version in the Community Art Gallery. The artists are 
donating 30% of their proceeds to Feeding America. Belle and 
John are downsizing and moving to Maine and so their work is 
priced to sell! Please enjoy the exhibit and tell your friends to 
stop by for a look. 
 
The physical gallery is in the church’s Upper Parish Hall at 
1132 Highland Avenue and is open to the public Mondays 
through Fridays from 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM and Sundays from 9 

AM – noon.   Please drop by and see beautiful, 
thought provoking art; it will brighten your 
day.  Then, spread the word! 
 
As always, we are looking for artists of 
all abilities to showcase their art and their 
causes with us. Pass the word or take the 
plunge and hang your own personal artistic 
efforts. 
 

Blessing to all, 
 

Lucy Lafleche  
lucylafleche@aol.com 

 

 

Tuesdays at 8:00am - 8:45am on 
Zoom. We pray, reflect on Scripture, and 
enjoy one another’s company. Join us.  
For questions or link, email John Carr. 

Great news! This past 
December, and again this 
February, the Knitting 
Ministry, along with other 
parish members, knitted 
close to 60 warm hats to send to the Cathedral with the Christ 
Church lunch servers to be given to be given out to the 
MANNA guests. 
 
THANKS to all who created these wonderful gifts for such a 
needy group. The Knitting Ministry team meets on the first 
Monday of each month at 10am in Memorial Room. Please 
join us! We welcome knitters of all levels. 
 

Here is a quick cap pattern to try. 
 

Bea Dagdigian 
781-444-1013 

l-r: Marsha White, Bea Dagdigian, Vee 
Crider, Nick, Phil Crider, Vee’s dad.  

mailto:bebrailey@verizon.net
mailto:jeanmccar@aol.com
mailto:episcopalia@gmail.com
mailto:cgibsonruddy@gmail.com
https://ccneedham.org/the-community-art-gallery/
https://www.feedingamerica.org/?_ga=2.74697810.1763250002.1675272111-169960944.1675272111&_gac=1.86216170.1675272111.CjwKCAiAuOieBhAIEiwAgjCvcj516ETc2BKSSGoWOU10c5p9eKrei1y9_CnSLaPRPQxGwhV5FKLcNxoCbgoQAvD_BwE
mailto:lucylafleche@aol.com
mailto:johncarr268@gmail.com
https://ccneedham.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/CCN-Knitting-Ministry-Quick-Knit-Cap-Pattern.pdf
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I am happy to be joining Christ Church as your new Music Minister. You have a long 
history of excellent music making, and I hope to be able to live up to that history.  
 

Several good things have happened and are upcoming! 
 

The choir has grown by leaps and bounds and my hope is that we continue to add 
interested singers. We had a successful Choral Workshop on February 3rd that, 
despite the cold, was attended by 14 people.   
 

February 26 at 4pm the Early Music Group "Seven times Salt" will play a concert 
for us entitled "A Brave Barrel of Oysters." This should be a rollicking good time, as 
they play drinking songs, have audience participation and an appearance by 
Samuel Pepys! This concert will be in the Chapel and the cost is $20.  
 

March 26 at 5pm we will sing an Evensong  in the main Sanctuary. My Evensong 
singers from the North Shore will join the choir of Christ Church, as well as some 
singers from Boston, to form a combined choir.    
 

Lent and Easter are right around the corner and the choir is already working hard 
on the music. There is always room for more—and seventh graders and above are 
welcome to join the Adult choir! 
 
Our choir is growing! Join us! 
 

Yours in music, 
Mary Jodice 

music@ccneedham.org  
 

Current members: Vee Crider, Mark Anderson, 
Soyemi ( Victor) Segun, Rachael Murray, Vivienne 
Mockenhaupt,  Becca Bly. Not pictured: Duff 
Lingard, Maryann Ryan. 

 

Tracy Rubin 

Wednesday Bible Study’s reading of the book  Acts of the 
Apostles has generated many questions about the evolution 
of the church from the first century until our day. We are 
following the development of concepts, such as the Holy 
Spirit and the Trinity. Additionally, we can see the 
formalization of rituals such as the laying-on-of-hands.  From 
its earliest practice anyone going off on a mission was 
blessed with the laying-on-of-hands, just as we do today. 
Baptism has a very different history, so we have learned.  
 

If you would like to join us in this exploration of Christianity’s 
early roots and the work of the Apostles, we meet 
Wednesday mornings 10-11:30am and evenings 7-8:30pm 
through May.   
 

Attendance can be in-person or via zoom.  Discussion is led 
by Tracy Rubin.  

Contact Ali in the office to register  
office @ccneedham.org or 781-444-1469. 

Mary Jodice 

https://ccneedham.org/event/brave-barrel-of-oysters/
mailto:music@ccneedham.org
mailto:office%20@ccneedham.org
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On Sunday, Feb 12, we held the first event in a series of 
films and discussions about race. About 20 parishioners, 
friends and family were joined by about six folks from 
St. Paul’s Natick to watch a film and discuss their 
reactions to it. 
 

The first film, American Creed, was produced 
for PBS. At times poignant and at times 
direct, it conveys some of the complicated 
ways in which our preconceptions and biases 
can prevent us from seeing the truth in 
history – and the humanity of our fellow human beings. 
 

Early in the film, the hosts introduce themselves, and 
we learn that their backgrounds disprove the standard 
stereotypes about higher education. Renowned 
historian and Stanford professor David M. Kennedy, a 
white man, is the first in his family to go to college. 
Meanwhile, former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, 
a black woman, is a third-generation college graduate. 
 

Throughout the film we are subtly reminded that to 
understand race clearly, we need to first recognize and 
understand our biases and preconceptions. 
 

For example, we meet people from Chicago Cubs 
manager Joe Maddon’s hometown of Hazelton, PA. 
Many residents saw the large influx of Latino and Latina 
immigrants in the 1990s as threatening. This culminated 
in 2006 with the city passing the Illegal Immigration 
Relief Act, which penalized landlords renting to 
undocumented immigrants and businesses that hired 

them. (It was later ruled unconstitutional.) But what 
Maddon saw was that these immigrants were just like 
the immigrants in his grandparents generation, who 
came looking to work and to help build the city. 

 

In the film Maddon says, “The thing that 
really baffles me is the same group of people 
that were against our Hispanic brothers and 
sisters coming in, had grandparents that 
came to Hazleton from the old country. And 
when they came over, they were made fun 

of: ‘They didn’t speak the language. They dressed funny. 
What about the food? Their kids were dirty.’ All of that 
same stuff, their grandparents had to endure.”  
 

In American Creed, we also meet Native Americans, 
armed service members, immigrants who become 
citizens, first-generation college students and even 
political organizers on opposite sides of the spectrum 
who are working together to find common ground. Over 
and over the message seems to be that despite – or 
maybe because of – our differences, we Americans 
share something deep. 
 

As Condoleezza Rice says in the film, what we have in 
common is the promise of America—the promise of 
what America could be. Or, as the film’s title says it: 
American Creed. 
 

For people who are interested in seeing the film (or 
sharing with friends and family), it is available for free at 
americancreed.org.  We still have so much to learn. 

 

 

Members of the Christ Church Needham and St. 
Paul’s Natick joined together to watch American 
Creed in our Upper Parish Hall.  

Presented and facilitated by our own Racial Justice Initiative, the series Facing Race is designed to help the 
wider parish community learn about how race continues to have a deeply complicated impact on our culture 

and us as individuals. For more information or to join us, please contact us through the church office at 
office@ccneedham.org. All are welcome! 

Save the date for the next  
Racial Justice Initiative  
movie presentation! 
 

Sunday, May 7th, 5pm-8pm 
Upper Parish Hall 
 

America: Inside Out with Katie Couric:  
The Roots of White Anxiety  
Katie Couric travels to U.S. cities to speak with people 
who are bearing witness to the complicated and conse-
quential questions in American culture today, such as 
gender inequality, Confederate monuments, working-
class anxiety, and other issues.  

http://americancreed.org/
mailto:office@ccneedham.org
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Thank you to the congregation for your generous gifts for the Giving Tree 
donations. We delivered about 60 bags of goodies and gifts for the Women and 
Children of Shepherd House, and over 60 Target Gift Cards to support the women 
at Transition House. As always, we could not accomplish this without the 
support of so many people. Thank you! 
 

The Giving Tree Team. 
 

Alyssa Kence, Harding Ounanian, Jr., 
Donna Vello 

The weekly Coffee Hour ministry continues each Sunday morning, as Nick says, 
as an extension of the Eucharistic table. Thank you to everyone who has 
volunteered to host coffee hour in the fall/early winter months and has extended 
hospitality, a warm drink, and delicious refreshments to our congregants. We 
would love to see church members who have not yet hosted coffee hour 
volunteer to do so. There are plenty of openings available through mid-June. 
 

The hosting duties are straightforward and are always shared by two people. The 
goal is to make the process as easy and timely as possible. There is a standard 
list of food items that are served. Coffee is always available to be brewed . 
Cleanup is simple.    
 

If you are looking for an opportunity to enrich friendships with fellow 
congregants, both new and old, and serve others through the sharing of food 
and coffee please contact either Linnea Wren or Barbara Hurley directly. You 
may also sign up online here.  We would love your participation and  helping 
hands. 
 

 

Barbara Hurley (l) Linnea Wren, heads 
of Coffee Hour Ministry 

 

Men’s retreat weekend planned for September 22-24, 2023. Join us 
for fellowship and food and beauty that makes Cuttyhunk so special.  

 

Please contact Michael Niden with any questions and to signup. 
michaelniden@comcast.net. 

May we remember 
God’s blessings of 
Cuttyhunk all year 

‘round— 
until September… 

Linnea Wren 
507-380-7940 

linneawren1@gmail.com 

Barbara Hurley 
617-610-4585 

ba_hurley@comcast.net     

https://ccneedham.org/coffee-hour/
https://ccneedham.org/coffee-hour/
mailto:michaelniden@comcast.net
mailto:linneawren1@gmail.com
mailto:ba_hurley@comcast.net
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What a wonderful tradition we have 
here at Christ Church.  Each year we 
send boxes Valentine goodies and 
messages of love to our students who 
are now off at college or in the 
military. These boxes bring joy and a 
connection back to Christ Church 
letting each young person know that 
we are here for them and thinking of 
them—always!  
 
We are blessed to again have this 
project  organized and executed by 
Kim Rutherford, Ginny Yeradi and 
who have been heading up this 
ministry for many years.  Thank you 
to you both!  

The Haiti Council is pleased to report that its pre-Valentine’s Day 
fundraising at coffee hours was very successful, with lots of Haitian 
chocolates, ornaments, and Valentine’s Day cards sold. On the Saturday 
before Valentine’s Day (the day before the Super Bowl) we set up shop at 
Sudbury Farms (with their kind permission) and had good sales as well as 
contributions over and above. The level of awareness in Needham of 
conditions in Haiti seems pretty high. As of this writing (February 13) we 
have collected a total of $1452, including a $100 donation check. Our cost 
was $540.25, yielding us $911.75  for the Haiti Music Program. These funds 
will allow us to pay the music teacher for all of 2023. This program 
supplements the general teacher payroll at the school in Lasil, which is part 
of our parish partnership though the operating budget. Thank you to all our 
supporters at Christ Church. 

 

 

R-L: Dottie and Bill Hagar’s 
granddaughter and friend 
have just opened their 
Valentine box. 
 

Jay Kastantin’s Valentine’s 
box. 
 

Sam Morris-Kliment receives 
his box at college 

“Made Me Happy, 
Made Me Smile” 

The love from Christ Church is felt all across the US! 
We had a lot of fun packaging the Valentines College Care 
Packages. Thanks to everyone for their very generous 
donations, card making and packaging. 
We sent out 27 packages this year to CA, SC, NY, MA, PA, 
FL, DE, RI, NH, NC, DC, CT, and OH.~ Kim and Ginny 
 

Note from Barb Wilmot:  

My three grandkids were delighted with their❤ packages. 
Phoebe sent me a picture of the note sent. She thought it 
was very touching. Thanks for all your hard work.  ~ Barb 

Jackson and Cece (center) packed every box, topped them off with a 
Dunkin Donuts gift card, and a special letter from Nick. 
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Lent originated as a period of fasting to make 
the winter stores of food last until the first 
harvests of spring.  It was a time of life and 
death, of having just enough to survive or 
not.   Easter originated as a celebration of the 
return of sun, warmth, plant growth, 
newborn animals, food, life. 

 

Two thousand years ago something mind-blowingly 
momentous happened and things changed.  
 

Now, Lent is a time to reflect on changing certain behaviors,  
a vestige of the original need to do without.  Lent is also a 
time to reflect on the incredible love of Jesus and the horrific 
suffering he endured for us in order to reveal the truth of our 
existence as spiritual beings, children of an eternal and 
loving God.  
 

Now, Easter is a time to celebrate this truth.  If we really get 
the Resurrection, we must be changed, inside and out, 
forever, just as the original disciples were transformed from 
cowering, selfish people to fearless, generous lovers of all. 
 

God walks with us in our physical life of pain, joy, death and 
birth and in our spiritual life of awareness of God’s presence.  
In the Intercessory Prayer Group, we experience pain, death, 
and health as we join God in accompanying those on the 
Prayer list.  This Lent and Easter, I invite you to join God in 
accompanying Jesus in his pain, death and Resurrection. 
 

I invite you to witness the miracle of the Resurrection.  With 
the Shroud of Turin and 20th and 21st century science, we 
can accompany Jesus in his agony and be with the disciples 
to have our hearts and minds transformed by Jesus standing 
before us.  There are many lectures and books on this “most 
studied of all historical artefacts.”  The video linked here 
presents much pertinent information in under an hour. 
 

What is the Shroud of Turin?  It is the fine linen burial cloth 
purchased by Joseph of Arimathea to wrap Jesus’ body in 
his limestone tomb.  Just as the James Webb Space 
Telescope lets us look back in space-time to the wonders of 
our universe almost at the point of the Big Bang, so the 
Shroud lets us look back in space-time to the torture, death, 
and Resurrection of Jesus.  The 
wondrous record of this event is in 
and on the fabric of the cloth, along 
with a 3-D negative image of Jesus 
himself, his blood, and an 
abundance of forensic evidence.  
Science continues to test and reveal 
more and more about this  
soul-transforming miracle.  

Advent Wreath Making at the Advent 
Tree Lighting, December 2022 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGO6_aS-RFs&list=TLPQMjcwMTIwMjNZ9utM6OTxUA&index=3
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February/March/April 2023 Calendar  
Sunday, February 19 
Mardi Gras Sunday 
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (MS & online) 
11:15am Pancakes and Bacon Coffee Hour 
(UPH) 
12pm Intercessory Prayer (Zoom) 
Lent-to-go boxes available for pick up 
 

Monday, February 20 
Office closed for Presidents’ Day. 
 

Tuesday, February 21 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:30am  PRM (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm  Vestry (UPH & Zoom) 
 

L E N T  B E G I N S  
Wednesday, February 22 
Ash Wednesday  
7:30am  Ash Wednesday Service (Chapel) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
12:00pm  Ash Wednesday Service (Chapel) 
7:00pm Evening Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
7:30pm  Ash Wednesday Service (Chapel) 
 

Thursday, February 23 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (Main Sanctuary) 
 

Friday, February 24 
Office closed, Facilities Manager onsite 
6:30am-11:30am. 
 

Sunday, February 26 
First Sunday in Lent 
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
9:45am  Church School  (Chapel) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (MS & online) 
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH) 
4:00pm A Brave Barrel of Oysters (MS)  
 

Monday, February 27 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Tuesday, February 28 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:30am  PRM (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, March 1 
8:00am  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
7:00pm Evening Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
8:00pm  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, March 2 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (Main Sanctuary) 
 

Sunday, March 5 
Second Sunday in Lent 
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (MS & online) 
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH) 
4:00pm  Racial Justice Initiative (UPH) 
 
 

Monday, March 6 
10:00am Knitting Ministry (Memorial Room) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Tuesday, March 7 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:30am  PRM (Zoom) 
5:00pm  Property Committee (Memorial 
Room) 
 

Wednesday, March 8 
8:00am  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
7:00pm Evening Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
8:00pm  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, March 9 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (Main Sanctuary) 
 

Friday, March 10 
CityReach Service Project 
 
Saturday, March 11 
CityReach Service Project 
 

Sunday, March 12  
Daylights Savings! Spring Forward! 
Third Sunday in Lent 
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
9:45am  Church School (Chapel) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (MS & online) 
11:15am  MANNA food drop off (Library 
parking lot) 
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, March 13 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Tuesday, March 14 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:30am  PRM (Zoom) 
7:00pm  Finance Committee (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, March 15 
8:00am  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
7:00pm Evening Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
8:00pm  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, March 16 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (Main  Sanctuary) 
 

Friday, March 17 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
 

Sunday, March 19 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (MS & online) 
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH) 
1:00pm  Intercessory Prayer Group (Zoom) 
 

Monday, March 20 
First day of spring 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 
 

Tuesday, March 21 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:30am  PRM (Zoom) 
7:00pm  Vestry (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, March 22 
8:00am  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
7:00pm Evening Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
8:00pm  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, March 23 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (Main  Sanctuary) 
 

Sunday, March 26 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
9:45am  Church School (Chapel) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (MS & online) 
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH) 
5:00pm  Evensong followed by reception 
(MS & UPH) 
 

Monday, March 27 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Tuesday, March 28 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:30am  PRM (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, March 29 
8:00am  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
7:00pm Evening Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
8:00pm  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
 

Thursday, March 30 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (Main  Sanctuary) 
 

H O LY  W E E K  
Sunday, April 2  
Palm Sunday 
There is only one service at 10:00; no service 
at 8:15am. 
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II & Procession 
of Palms (MS & online) 
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

Monday, April 3 
10:00am Knitting Ministry (Memorial Room) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Tuesday, April 4 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:30am  PRM (Zoom) 
5:00pm  Property Committee (Memorial 
Room) 
 

Wednesday, April 5 
8:00am  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
7:00pm Evening Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
8:00pm  Wednesday Prayers in Lent (Zoom) 

https://ccneedham.org/event/brave-barrel-of-oysters/
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February/March/April 2023 Calendar  

Office Hours: 
 

Monday-Thursday 9am - 2pm  
Friday 9am - 1:30pm  
 

Nick’s sabbath is Friday, with an 
email sabbath too! 
 

Staff Meeting: Mondays at 10am 
 
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper: 
Works virtually 
 

The office is closed on all federal 
and state holidays. 

The Rev. Nick Morris-Kliment, Rector 
nick@ccneedham.org  Ext: 113 
 

Mary Jodice, Minister of Music 
music@ccneedham.org  Ext: 110 
 

Bird Treacy, Children’s Programming 
Coordinator 
children@ccneedham.org  Ext: 110 
 

Ali Heard, Manager of Parish 
Operations 
office@ccneedham.org  Ext: 110 
 

Woody Hughes, Facilities Manager   
facilities@ccneedham.org  
413-530-7850 
 

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper   
control@ccneedham.org   
 
 

Brian  Mukherjee, Warden 
Duncan Allen, Assistant Treasurer 
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer 
MaryAnn Ryan, Clerk 
 

John Carr (‘24) 
Leslie Day (‘25) 
Tedi Eaton (‘25) 
Alyssa Kence (‘24) 
Cecile Leroy (‘24) 
Pete Lyons (‘25) 
Kathryn Mortimer (‘25) 
Mike Niden (‘26) 
Christina O’Connell (‘24) 
Amy Sweeney (‘26) 
 

Annie Russell

1132 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 
781-444-1469 
Website •  Facebook •  Youtube 

(continued from previous page) 

Thursday, April 6  
Maundy Thursday 
6:00pm  All-ages Maundy Thursday 
Service (Main Sanctuary) 
6:30pm  Maundy Thursday dinner (UPH) 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (Main  Sanctuary) 
 

Friday, April 7 
Good Friday 
12:00pm  Prayer Book Service (Chapel) 
3:30pm  All-Ages Sensory Stations of the 
Cross (Main Sanctuary) 
7:00pm  Seven Last Words of Jesus (Main 
Sanctuary)  
 

Sunday, April 9 
Easter Sunday 
9:00am  Holy Eucharist Rite II (MS) 
10:00 Easter Egg Hunt (Front Lawn) 
10:15am MANNA food drop (Library 
parking lot) 
11:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (MS & 
online) 
12:30pm Coffee Hour (UPH) 
 

E A ST E RT I D E  
Monday, April 10 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
 

Tuesday, April 11 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:30am  PRM (Zoom) 
7:00pm  Finance Committee (Zoom) 
 

Wedneday, April 12 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
7:00pm Evening Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 

Thursday, April 13 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (Main Sanctuary) 
 

Sunday, April 16 
The Second Sunday of Easter 
8:15am  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (MS & 
online) 
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH) 
1:00pm  Intercessory Prayer Group 
(Zoom) 
 

Monday, April 17 
Office closed for Patriots’ Day. 
 

Tuesday, April 18 
8:00am  Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
9:30am  PRM (Zoom) 
11:00am  Staff Meeting (UPH) 
7:00pm  Vestry (UPH & Zoom) 
 

Wedneday, April 19 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
7:00pm Evening Bible Study (Memorial 
Room and Zoom) 
 

Thursday, April 20 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (Main Sanctuary) 
 

Sunday, April 23 
The Second Sunday of Easter 
8:15am  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel) 
9:45am  Church School (Chapel) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (MS & 
online) 
11:15am Coffee Hour (UPH) 
1:00pm  Intercessory Prayer Group 
(Zoom) 

Lent and Easter Church School Schedule. See page five for details. 

Date Observance Godly Play ECC 

1/8/23  Epiphany  

1/22/23  Parable of the Mustard Seed  

2/12/23  Mystery of Easter  

2/26/23  Faces of Easter 1-2 God Preserves Creation (I-1) 

3/12/23  Faces of Easter 3-4 God Calls People into Covenant (I-2)) 

3/26/23  Faces of Easter 5-6 Prophets of Vision: A New Covenant (II-1) 

4/2/23 Palm Sunday (No Sunday School, Bird will have 
Palm Sunday in-church options) 

 

4/7/23 Good Friday All-Ages Sensory Stations of the Cross  

4/9/23  Easter Egg Hunt (No Sunday School)  

4/23/23  Good Shepherd & World Communion Baptism of Jesus (III-1) 

5/7/23  Parable of the Sower Paul the Writer (IV-6) 

5/21/23  Baptism Pentecost: Festival of the Spirit (IV-9) 

mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
mailto:music@ccneedham.org
mailto:children@ccneedham.org
mailto:office@ccneedham.org
mailto:facilites@ccneedham.org
mailto:control@ccneedham.org
https://ccneedham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchneedham/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt0k93brP-KEZC3D7XNP2gw

