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December 18, 2022 – The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

 
Opening Hymn 724 (WLP)     People Look East 
Found in Wonder, Love, and Praise. 
 
Collect of the Day at 10am  
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson                                                                    Isaiah 7:10-16  
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah 
said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how 
to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
4 O LORD God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

http://www.ccneedham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchneedham/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt0k93brP-KEZC3D7XNP2gw
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18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

  
The Second Reading                                                                                Romans 1:1-7 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, 
who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with 
power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among 
all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus 
Christ, to all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Gradual Hymn 81          Lo, How a Rose E're Blooming 
 
The Gospel                                                                              
Matthew 1:18-25 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations 
with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
Offertory Anthem         What Child Shall Come                            by Don Besig 
 
Communion Music     Flute Improvisations 
 
Closing Hymn     O Come, O Come Emmanuel  
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Postlude                           God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen    arr. by Victor Labenske    
 
 
THOSE WHO SERVE             

Sign up to volunteer online and sign up to host coffee hour here. 
Digital Verger: TBA 
Lector: Phil Bergen 
Intercessor: Debby Rempis 
Ushers: Amy and Joe Sweeney 
Chalice: Betsy Amsbary 
Altar Guild: Barbara Brailey, Marcia Mather, and Betsy Amsbary 
Coffee Hour: Ellie Wainwright and Bea Dagdigian  
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Maranatha means “Lord, come!”      

Your prayers are requested for Jean-Baptiste, Christine, Don, Charlene, Mike, Pat, Kathy, Richie, Joan, 
Melissa, Padre Javier and his mother, Charlotte and family, Andy, Ken, Renée, Martha L., Gail S., Gavin M. 
Carolyn M., Kelsey, Jeanette D., Linda F., Vernon K., Michael G., Janet, Billy C., Thomas, Gail, Sarah, and 
Kenna C. And prayers for all serving our country – especially, remembering Mike, Brian, Timmy, Tom Z., 
Emmy, Jack, Sean, Ian, Tim, and Andrew. 
 
This week in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Korea, our Presiding Bishop; 
Alan and Gayle, our Bishops; Amy, Dean of our Cathedral; Carol, our Regional Canon; Jennifer, Pastor at 
MANNA; Nick, our priest; our staff; and lay leaders. Also, our companion parish at St. Luc’s, Lazil, Haiti and 
our siblings at the MANNA Community in Boston. This week in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the 
Parishes of the Alewife Deanery: Episcopal Chaplaincy at Harvard, Cambridge; Lutheran Episcopal 
Chaplaincy at Mass. Institute of Technology, Cambridge; The Society of St. John the Evangelist, Cambridge; 
and Hospital Chaplaincies & Healthcare Chaplains. In the Needham Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Grace 
Lutheran 
 
ONLINE LOOSE PLATE            

Your gift supports the mission and ministry of Christ Church to love God and neighbor, as Jesus teaches. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4bacad2eaafe3-layservice2
https://ccneedham.org/coffee-hour/
https://onrealm.org/ccneedham/give/looseplate
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Hymns are from The Hymnal 1982 unless noted.   

Music reprinted and broadcasted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-7117410. All rights reserved.  
Music reprinted and broadcasted with permission from St. James Music Press. Lic#1106 
 
Worship materials come from the Book of Common Prayer unless otherwise noted. The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and 
Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Sourced from The Lectionary Page: http://lectionarypage.net. Other sources: Oremus.org, Book of 
Alternate Services, and Alternative Service  


