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November 27, 2022 – The First Sunday of Advent 
 

 
Organ Prelude        Love Came Down at Christmas                         arr. by Lani Smith 
 
Opening Hymn 66      Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  

 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson                                                                                       Isaiah 2:1-5 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the 
mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 
ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of 
the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the LORD! 
         
Psalm  122                                                                               Psalter for the Christian People, p. 175 
1 I was glad when they said to me, * 

"Let us go to the house of the LORD." 
2 Now our feet are standing * 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 

that is at unity with itself; 
4 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, * 

the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the LORD. 
5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 

the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 

"May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls * 

and quietness within your towers. 

http://www.ccneedham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchneedham/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt0k93brP-KEZC3D7XNP2gw
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8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 
I will seek to do you good." 

 
The Second Reading                                                                                                     Romans 13:11-14 
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then 
lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not 
in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
 
 
Gradual Hymn    With Longing We Pray 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel                                                                                           Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 
them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be 
taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will 
be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you 
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
 



3 

Offertory Anthem          Now the Heavens Start to Whisper                   arr. by Stephen Cleobury 
 

Now the heavens start to whisper, as the veil is growing thin. Earth from slumber wakes to listen to the stirring, faint 
within: Seed of promise, deeply planted, child to spring from Jesse's stem! Like the soil beneath the frostline, hearts grow 

soft to welcome him. 
 

Heavy clouds that block the moonlight now begin to drift away. Diamond brilliance through the darkness shines the hope 
of coming day. Christ the morning star of splendor gleams within a world grown dim. Heaven's ember fans to fullness: 

hearts grow warm to welcome him. 
 

Christ, eternal sun of justice, Christ, the rose of wisdom's seed, come to bless with fire and fragrance hours of yearning, 
hurt, and need.  In the lonely, in the stranger, in the outcast, hid from view: Child who comes to grace the manger, teach 

our hearts to welcome you. 
 
Communion Music        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Closing Hymn 56 (v 1-3)   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organ Postlude                 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright           arr. by Michael Burkhardt 
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The Prayers of the People 
The altar flowers are given in memory of: 
Russell Britt and Arthur Wyer given by Janet Haines 
Greg Gatto given by Claudia and Rich Gatto 
Frank E. Lingard given by Rebecca and Duff Lingard 
Rosamond Hall Wright and Rosamond Lindsey Huntoon given by Rusty Reiber 
Carolyn Lombard given by David Lombard 
Eleanor Ahern Horrigan given by Horrigan Family 
 
Your prayers are requested for Kathy, Richie, Joan, Carolyn, Melissa, Padre Javier and his mother, Linda, Charlotte 
and family, Andy, Ken, Renée, Martha L., Gail S., Gavin M., Carolyn M., Kelsey, Jeanette D., Linda F., Vernon 
K., Michael G., Janet, Billy C., Thomas, Gail, Sarah, and Kenna C. And prayers for all serving our country – 
especially, remembering Brian, Timmy, Tom Z., Emmy, Jack, Sean, Ian, Tim, and Andrew. 
 
This week in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Nippon Sei Ko Kai, our Presiding Bishop; Alan and 
Gayle, our Bishops; Amy, Dean of our Cathedral; Carol, our Regional Canon; Jennifer, Pastor at MANNA; Nick, 
our priest; our staff; and lay leaders. Also, our companion parish at St. Luc’s, Lazil, Haiti and our siblings at the 
MANNA Community in Boston.  
 
This week in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Parishes of the Alewife Deanery: Church of Our 
Saviour, Arlington; St. John’s Church, Arlington; Order of St. Anne & Bethany House of Prayer, Arlington; The 
Standing Committee; and Brotherhood of St. Gregory. 
 
In the Needham Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Temple Aliyah. 
 
Those Who Serve - sign up to volunteer online and sign up to host coffee hour here. 
Lector: Debby Rempis 
Intercessor: Duncan Allen  
Digital Verger: Parker Fiset 
Ushers: TBA 
Altar Guild: Nancy Stern, Debby Rempis, and Tedi Eaton 
Coffee Hour: Ginny Yeradi and Donna Vello on behalf of the Giving Tree 
 
ONLINE LOOSE PLATE 

Your gift supports the mission and ministry of Christ Church to love God and neighbor, as Jesus teaches. 
Hymns are from The Hymnal 1982 unless noted.   

 

Music reprinted and broadcasted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-7117410. All rights reserved.  
Music reprinted and broadcasted with permission from St. James Music Press. Lic#1106 
 
Worship materials come from the Book of Common Prayer unless otherwise noted. The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and 
Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Sourced from The Lectionary Page: http://lectionarypage.net. Other sources: Oremus.org, Book of 
Alternate Services, and Alternative Service  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4bacad2eaafe3-layservice2
https://ccneedham.org/coffee-hour/
https://onrealm.org/ccneedham/give/looseplate

