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“I pray that with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ has called you.” 

Oh Lord: May your word only be spoken, and may your word only be heard. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, the living word. Amen. 

 

I didn’t realize how nervous I was about the mid-term elections this Tuesday until this past week, when I 
was listening to a show on the radio about the pandemic and how new strains of the virus remain a 
threat, and how it’s not like the flu. You may wonder how this is connected to the elections. I don’t 
know. I just began to stress about the elections again as I listened to the radio program. In the Men’s 
Prayer group, one of our members slept through our prayer time last week, because he had been awake 
all night worrying about the Senate race in one of the highly contested states.  I know that I remain 
somewhat addicted to the toxic adrenaline rush that comes with righteous indignation when I 
overindulge in media consumption.  I know that it is not good for me; yet I strive and pray to remember 
that these kinds of difficult times are not the end of the story.  

Before I go further, I want to give a shout out to our parishioners who have been volunteering as poll 
workers, as well as our own Tedi Eaton, Town Clerk, for whom this election cycle has been a deeply 
heavy task.  

Living in difficult times, either public, culturally discouraging ones/ or personally, existential bad ones is 
nothing new. In a perhaps less sophisticated era, people made use of the powerful Biblical language of 
eschatology--the study of the end-times, times like ours which seem to us so pivotal in recent human 
history. That’s what’s happening in the book of Daniel this morning, which was a response to a period of 
intense persecution of the Jews in the 2nd century before Jesus.  

These types of Scriptures point toward the fervent and deep-seated hope that God will be present in an 
unmistakably new way and powerful with both justice and mercy, to make things right. As Christians we 
are equipped to express that hope, because our foundational claim is that just as things seemed like they 
couldn’t get any worse, God raised Jesus from the dead. And our hope, when things are scary, is this, to 
repeat the language from Ephesians: “God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.” 

Whatever happens in this election, or with the virus, or with climate change, or whatever it is that is 
afflicting us personally or corporately, God is not only above it all but beneath it all, and amidst it all. 
God will find a way to work it out, if we only pay attention to what God is doing.  

But we do need hope to hold onto. Christian hope is grounded in the activity of God in the past. In 
Scripture, we see it time and time again in the Hebrew Bible especially in the deliverance of Israel from 
Egypt. In the New Testament we see it especially in the Resurrection of Jesus and the growth of the 
church. And if our African American sisters and brothers have been able to cling to this hope after 400 
years in this land, surely, we can be encouraged as well. The Arab Christians I met in the Holy Land are 
some of the most hopeful people I have met. 
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We are always in need of hope. On All Saints’ Day in particular, we give thanks for the Communion of 
Saints, who point us toward hope. The Communion of Saints is made up of those Christians, ordinary 
and extraordinary, throughout time and space, living on earth, and living with God, with whom we are 
connected by our baptisms.  

In the 4th century the church began to honor in a particular way martyrs who had been killed for their 
faith and call them saints. The word became associated with those who piety and holiness set them apart. 
But we need to remember that the word saint in the New Testament also simply means a member of the 
Christian community. 

Not only are the ones we sang about in Hymn 287—For All the Saints—a moment ago the heroes and 
heroines of faith who dramatically confess Christ in a way that leads to death—not only are these the 
saints.  We are also the characters in Hymn 293—I sing a song of the saints of God – ordinary people, 
striving together to do Jesus’ will. It’s the people we join with in seeking to prayerfully live out the 
instruction manual that Jesus gives us today. So hard! But as saints we keep showing up, encouraging one 
another; when we fall, we get up again, together. Together, we incarnate the hope that God has for us, 
and for the world, as we seek to follow Jesus. This hope is our birthright; it is our destiny. But it is not 
easy. And we do not hold onto and nurture it alone. By the grace of God, we do it alongside the saints. 
Amen. 

 

 


