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Greetings, Siblings in Christ,

As | write this, the mid-term elections have yet to be decided. For many, myself included,
these elections feel existential, that somehow democracy hangs in the balance. While
people of good faith can have varying opinions on the meaning of these elections, | think
itis fair to say that there is real anxiety in the air. Continuing clashes over all kinds of
issues— the validity of elections, inflation, a rise in certain kinds of crime, border security,
reproductive rights, climate change, as well as the apparent preference of people all along
the political spectrum for polarization and the demonization of the “other”— coupled
with the shortening days in the northern hemisphere, make for a very dark time indeed.

The readings for the Sundays of Advent align with this cultural moment. They capture our
ancestors’ sense of urgency, of both worry and confidence, of fear and courage, of
uncertainty but ultimately, trust in our God. Our ancestors in faith have known their own
crises over the millennia.

The Reverend Nicholas
Morris-Kliment, Rector

The Church organized the year into seasons as a way to order time itself into the story of
the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Advent begins the new Church year.
(Note: After a two-year experiment with the ancient seven-week Advent, we return to the
traditional four-week Advent, which begins this year on November 27.) As the days get
shorter, and the nights get longer, we face into all that we fear, and we hold onto the light.
We sing into the darkness, making a way for the Christ who is reborn in us each year.
Advent comes from the Latin word for “coming.” Together, with the Body of Christ
throughout the world, we proclaim God’s truth: the coming of this Child signals God’s
ultimate triumph of joy over despair, peace over war, life over death. The morning light
comes.

This issue of The Visitor points toward the ways that Christ Church is light in the darkness.
Firstis our Advent offering: The Dawn Chorus, which uses birds as a way into the deep
hope to which Advent points us. Learn more about it on page three. Look inside to see
other ways the Church incarnates the light of the world.

While we continue to stream our worship on Sunday mornings, | hope you will consider
joining us for worship on site, in our freshly painted buildings (“the Bright Light on the
Heights”) as we begin another Church year. Together, we will wait with active expectation
for the arrival of the One who makes all things new.

Faithfully yours,

Nick+
- We are always mask friendly! At the
'|' ) Eucharist, both bread and wine will be
T Covid Protocols and the offered in a station at the bottom of the altar
% Fucharist at Christ Church  steps. One may take the chalice to drink or
L) touch the chalice as a sign of reverence.
[ Intinction is not permitted.
o
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A message from Dusty Hecker and Brian Mukherjee; Wardens

(\INGT

Dusty Hecker,

Brian Mukherjee,
Warden

As | write this, the leaves have mostly fallen
on my yard and the little munchkins are
(hopefully) descending on our house for
Halloween tonight. | hope the transition
back to normal life in the fall has gone well
for everyone.

| hope everyone has noticed the great
improvements on the outside of the church
building. Through the generosity of some
parishioners, we are repairing the stucco
and giving our wonderful building a fresh
coat of paint. We also are replacing old
signs that were rotting and not looking as
inviting as we liked. Soon enough, we will
have a much freshened look for our
physical plant.

The church’s Vestry, Finance Committee,
Assistant Treasurers, Nick, Brian Mukherjee
and | are beginning the process of putting
together the 2023 budget. That process
goes much more smoothly once we know
the level of expected pledging for the next
year. So | ask anyone who has not yet
made his or her 2023 pledge known to do
so, either online or through a
communication with the church’s office.

Also, the Election Committee is vetting
candidates for the Vestry and other
positions. If you have any interest in these
very important activities, please contact
Ginny Yerardi. And if someone nominates
you, please give serious thought to
participating in a formal manner. Itis very
important to our parish to have
involvement from as many people as
possible. And the workload is really quite
manageable. The people are fun also!

Finally, we are moving forward as quickly
as possible with a reconstituted youth
program. Nothing, at least in my mind, is
as important for our parish’s future as the
youth.

And, finally, finally, not that | want to skip
Thanksgiving, but soon enough it will be
Advent!

Time flies.

Peace,
Dusty and Brian

dustyhecker@gmail.com
brmu@comcast.net

Property Update: Painting the Church
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Advent Activities

The Dawn Chorus: An Advent Devotional on the
Wonders of Birds

A wonderful set of meditations, activities, avian information, and
prayers using birds as an entry into the four Sundays of Advent.

From the introduction:

“Advent is the Church’s dawn chorus. It starts in the silence, in
the shadows, and looks to the light. Each week, we gather
together to listen and sing (sometimes quietly at first)
straight into the deepening darkness, proclaiming that in the
end, the night will give way to the day; winter will give way to
spring; despair to hope, war to peace, grief to joy, violence to
love - and God will come again, like the morning starin the
east, or a mother hen gathering in her brood.”

The devotional is downloadable here. Hard copies are available
upon request by emailing or calling (781-444-1469) the office.

Lighting the Advent
Tree

Sunday, December 4 at 4pm
in front of the Church!

Come for a time brief worship, carols
and cocoa. Bring your gifts for the Giving
Tree. Make an Advent Wreath. Invite a neighbor!

Intercessory Prayer Ministry for Advent,
Submitted by Claudia Yapp

Advent is a wonderful time of year because it is a time of positive expectation,
confident awaiting good, comforting and transformative things. What sort of
things?

In Advent we await and expect the presence of God in the everyday world. We
enjoy the comfort of knowing that God is in our world, alive and working
miracles of transformation through love.

I would venture to say that in the Intercessory Prayer Ministry we are blessed to
experience this joy of Advent all throughout the year. As we visit God and watch
Him with the people on our list, we know that God is in our world, intimately
accompanying each person in their ordeal. We see God working miracles of
transformation and healing through love. Sometimes the healing is physical,
sometimes it is psychological and spiritual. There is always healing.

When we live with the positive expectation of Advent, we see that God is
intimately accompanying us as we join Him, whether in a stable or a
supermarket, post office, traffic jam, gym, library...walking, driving, waiting,
worrying, cooking, cleaning...God is here, now, incarnate in us and sharing our
suffering. God is here, now, alive and working miracles of transformation
through love.  ~ Claudia Yapp - claudiayapp@gmail.com

Christmas
Worship
Schedule

Christmas Eve:

4:00pm

The Best Pageant Ever

with Eucharist

7:30pm

Carol Singing followed by
Candlelight Eucharist with

Choir and Hymns

Christmas Day:

10:00am

Eucharist with Carols

(Chapel)

Steve Sussman, guest

musician

The First Sunday
after Christmas Day

10:00am

Holy Eucharist Ritell

(Main Sanctuary)

Ministry Heads

Christ Church has
many Ministries for
members of the
congregation to
participate in.

For a full list of our
ministries and those
heading each of them,
please click

You may reach out to
the ministry heads to
learn more about what
they are tasked with
and to express your
interest to participate.
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Lay Leadership Elections

It’s time for us to choose lay leadership to help the
Rector guide our parish into the future. Positions to
be filled at the Annual Meeting on February 5, 2023:

f One Warden for a 2-year term

f Four Vestry members with 3-year terms; a Clerk

. Two Delegates to the Diocesan Convention and
Charles River Deanery

See below for position descriptions. Please speak
first with a potential nominee before submitting
his or her name. Email Ginny Yerardi, chair of the
Elections Committee, with nominees and
questions: Thank you.

Brief Descriptions of Responsibilities of the
Vestry, Warden, Clerk and Delegates:

The Vestry is a Christian learning and leadership
community of 12 parishioners called to collaborate
with the Rector, clergy and staff in building and
carrying out a vision for the parish; exercise
fiduciary responsibility for the building and
finances; connect with members of the parish as
visible leaders and shepherds; offer leadership for
the various ministries of the parish; and grow in
faith.

VESTRY MEMBERS: are expected to serve a 3-
year term; to attend monthly Vestry meetings (3rd
Tuesdays except for July); to be active in at least
one ministry in the parish; to attend the Vestry
Retreat in March; to engage in other preparatory
and leadership activities as needed.

WARDEN: Includes the same responsibilities as
the Vestry as well as: Meets regularly with the
Rector to shape Vestry vision and agenda, and to
offer advice and counsel on parish affairs. Serves a
2-year term. There are 2 wardens.

CLERK: Includes Vestry responsibilities. Also
records, edits, and distributes Vestry meeting
minutes. Attends Vestry and Annual meetings and
keeps, edits and distributes minutes of these
meetings. Serves a 1- year term.

DELEGATES: Attend Diocesan Convention in
November (Friday evening and Saturday;
sometimes one-day, all day Saturday) and report
back to the Parish. Attend meetings of Charles
River Deanery and report back to the Parish. Serves
a l-year term.

Click here for a

Grateful Hearts Reaching Out:

Thanks to your grateful <EFUL Hg
hearts, as of printing we B aiNe 8
' cHING >
have O N
< " A

LetusknoWifyOu 2023 ANNUAL APPEAL

need a Financial Intention
(FIT) Card sent to you by
US Mail.

We have been gifted with
grateful hearts; thank you
for reaching out
generously to support our
mission to love God and
neighbor as Jesus
teaches. Questions?
Email our Stewardship
Chairs: Kim Rocco (email
(kimberlyrocco5@gmail.c
om) and Jean McCarthy
(jeanmccar@aol.com).

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

To the right are some of
the Grateful Hearts
offered by the parish on
Ingathering Sunday,
November 6.

Church School and Confirmation

Our Church School program for
our youngest Christians, Godly
Play, began again in September.
Twice a month, in our beautiful
Chapel, Diane Gaitley and Patty
Smith tell a story from our Christian tradition,
using beautifully crafted manipulatives. The
children are then invited to wonder about what it
all means. Recent stories have included the
Church Year, Noah and the Ark, the Holy Family,
and the Creation. Next classed are Sundays,
November 20, December 4, and December 18.

The confirmation class is beginning to get
organized for a confirmation date in May 2023.

To learn more, please be in touch with either
Nick (nick@ccneedham.org) or
Kevin Ruddy (kruddy@ptc.com).
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Report from Diocesan TRV RE BehE N e
Convention HI=K=FLO9LAGF®
Submitted by Annie Russell | DAE9L = - L AG
The Diocese of Massachusetts held its 237t annual , GN pf L@ ,9 L B

convention (and its first in-person since 2019), on

Saturday, October 29. Nick and | represented CCN, duly How can a town respond to the climate

masked. crisis? The featured speaker at

It was a full day of worship, voting, and celebration of First Parish's Nov. 15 Lane Lyceum will
ministry. Bishop Gates’ address focused on renewal and be Stephen Frail, Chair of the Town of
healing. The text can be read in its entirety here. Needham’s Climate Action Planning

Committee. The Committee has been
charged by the Select Board with
providing a roadmap for the town, its

The 2023 diocesan budget was approved, and passed
these resolutions:

§ The establishment of the Diocese of Massachusetts residents, and businesses to achieve net
Reparations Fund, as part of the effort to address the zero greenhouse emissions by 2050.
legacy of the wealth of the diocese accumulated Stephen will discuss the process of
through enslaved labor on its behalf; making the plan, its priorities for the

§ Therequirement for all persons in the ordination coming year, and he will also explain
process to complete at least one internship in a cross- Community Electricity Aggregation,
cultural ministry setting; which was approved at the Oct. 24

§ Establishment of a minimum stipend of $25/month Needham Town Meeting.

(with $4.50 to be paid to the Church Pension Fund) for .
permanent deacons. This minimum enables deacons Join us on Zoom.

to take advantage of the financial and retirement
planning benefits of the Church Pension Fund;

§ Two statements: one fostering right relationship with
indigenous peoples; the other, supporting the work of Community Concerns
the Poor Peoples’ Campaign. :

The Convention celebrated the 20-year ministry of Bishop AM é RYLLIS

Gayle Harris, who is retiring effective March 2023, but who
will be on a three-month sabbatical effective December
31. Instead of calling for an elective of a Suffragan Bishop
to succeed her, aresolution was passed allowing Bishop
Gates to appoint an Assistant Bishop with approval of the ‘ DECEMBER 11
Executive and Standing Committees. This individual
would be a current bishop, and would serve only as long
as he/she is in office.

before and after
the 10 am service

The solar system continues to generate savings
for the Church and carbon-free energy for our
power needs. The system generated

about 4,600 kWh of electricity last month and

has saved the Church about $5,000 so far this
year. With the increases in Eversource’s electric
rates now expected, the extent of our savings
from the solar arrays will increase.
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MANNA Community at Cathedral
Sends us Special Thanks!

This fall at Christ Church we have been talking about Grateful Hearts
Reaching Out in many directions. The MANNA Monday Lunch Program
is another way in which this continues to happen, thanks to all of our
volunteers from the congregation and beyond. Once a month we
prepare a hot meal for anyone who desires one, as well as a bagged
lunch to go, bananas and baked goods. Sign up to volunteer online.

To give you an idea of the gratitude for our help that is felt by the
members of the MANNA community, we share an excerpt from a letter
we recently received from Jennifer McCracken, the priest to MANNA at
the cathedral. It centers on a gentleman named Bob.

Dear Parish Partner:

Our friend and community volunteer, Bob Acedo, recently offered a
remarkable statement of gratitude for the people and community
who have accompanied him on his journey through homelessness.
Bob calls his meditation Keep Hanging On.

Keep Hanging On by Bob Acedo

| keep hanging on because of a very special volunteer. This
volunteer and MANNA have got me this far. I’'ve gotten my
birth certificate and ID, Social Security card, Mass Health

and finalli mi Social Securiti benefitsI and now I’'m '|ust

Joanna Starr &
Barbara Hurley, co-chairs,
MANNA Lunch Program

Bob’s meditation on gratitude is a
beautiful example of ‘people
helping people’. Through
helpfulness to others we at Christ
Church express our gratitude and
pass along to others some of the
blessings we have enjoyed in our
lives.

Through the generosity and open
hearts of the Christ Church
congregation, we have been able to
reach out and directly impact the
homeless community of Boston
who are often marginalized,
forgotten and hungry. We express
our gratitude to our sisters and
brothers of the MANNA community
for inviting us into their lives.

Barbara Hurley
Joanna Starr

MANNA/Monday Lunch
Coordinators
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