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February 20, 2022: The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
Organ Prelude              Hymn Prelude on “Land of Rest”               Gerald Near (b. 1942)  

 

Opening Hymn 657       Love divine, all loves excelling     Tune: Hyfrydol  
 
Collect of the Day at 8:15 a.m.  
O Lord, who hast taught us that all our doings without charity are nothing worth: Send thy Holy Ghost 
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of charity, the very bond of peace and of all virtues, 
without which whosoever liveth is counted dead before thee. Grant this for thine only Son Jesus 
Christ's sake, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Ghost, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day at 10 a.m.  
O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing: Send your Holy Spirit 
and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond of peace and of all virtue, 
without which whoever lives is accounted dead before you. Grant this for the sake of your only Son 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson                                                      Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could not answer him, 
so dismayed were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And they 
came closer. He said, "I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be 
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 
For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be 
neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep 
alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and 
say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not 
delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your 
children's children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there--
since there are five more years of famine to come--so that you and your household, and all that you have, 
will not come to poverty.'" And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers 
talked with him. 

 

Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42                  A Psalter for the Christian People, pp. 52-55 

The Psalm is read responsively breaking at the asterisk (*). 
1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 

do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 

and like the green grass fade away. 
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3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; * 

dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 
4 Take delight in the LORD, * 

who shall give you your heart's desire. 
5 Commit your way to the LORD and put your trust in the LORD, * 

who will bring it to pass. 
6 The LORD will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 

and your just dealing as the noonday. 
7 Be still before the LORD * 

wait patiently for the LORD. 
8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 

the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 

do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 
10 For evildoers shall be cut off, * 

but those who wait upon the LORD shall possess the land. 
11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; * 

you shall search out their place, but they will not be there. 
12 But the lowly shall possess the land; * 

they will delight in abundance of peace. 
41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the LORD; * 

who is their stronghold in time of trouble. 
42 The LORD will help them and rescue them; * 

the LORD will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in the LORD they seek 
refuge. 

 

The Second Lesson                                                   1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
Someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" Fool! What you sow 
does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a 
bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each 
kind of seed its own body. So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is 
raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a 
spiritual body. Thus it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living being"; the last Adam became a 
life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first 
man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are 
those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have 
borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. What I am saying, 
brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable. 
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The Gospel                                                                                Luke 6:27-38 
Jesus said, "I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and 
from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from 
you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have 
them do to you. "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. "Do not judge, and you will not be 
judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it 
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your 
lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back." 
 

Offertory Anthem                      Maya’s Prayer for Peace                              Tom Trenney (b. 1977)                 
Text: Maya Angelou (1928-2014)  

 
 Father, Mother God, Thank you for your presence during the hard and mean days. For then we have 

you to lean upon. Thank you for your presence during the bright and sunny days, for then we can 

share that which we have with those who have less. And thank you for your presence during the Holy 

Days, for then we are able to celebrate you and our families and our friends. For those who have no 

voice, we ask you to speak.  For those who feel unworthy, we ask you to pour your love out in 

waterfalls of tenderness.  For those who live in pain, we ask you to bathe them in the river of your 

healing.  For those who are lonely, we ask you to keep them company.  For those who are depressed, 

we ask you to shower upon them the light of hope.  Dear Creator, You, the borderless sea of substance, 

we ask you to give all the world that which we need most -- Peace.    

 
Maya Angelou born Marguerite Annie Johnson (1928 – 2014) was an African-American 

poet, memoirist, and civil rights activist. She published seven autobiographies, three books 

of essays, several books of poetry, and is credited with a list of plays, movies, and television 

shows spanning over 50 years. She received dozens of awards and more than 50 honorary 

degrees. Angelou is best known for her series of seven autobiographies, which focus on her 

childhood and early adult experiences.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ccneedham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchneedham/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt0k93brP-KEZC3D7XNP2gw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_rights_activist


 

Christ Episcopal Church • 1132 Highland Avenue, Needham, MA 02494 • (781) 444–1469  
Find us online: www.ccneedham.org • Facebook • YouTube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music During Communion     Music from Taizé: Eat this bread, drink this cup 

Jacques Berthier (1923-1994)  
 

Closing Hymn 304        I come with joy to meet my Lord         Tune: Land of Rest  
                 
Organ Postlude              Hymn Prelude on “Love divine, all loves excelling”      Healey Willan (1880-1964)  
 
 
.  
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The Prayers of the People 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of: 
Frances T. Begin by Mary and Bob Begin 
Ronald T. Tocci by Tedi Eaton 
Helen Moylan by The Moylans Family 

 
 Your prayers are requested for Jody, Marie, Jennifer P., Linda B., Ping W., The Pouliot Family, Bryan, Steve, 
Michael, Kelly, Mary S., Nancy, Maya, Alex, Penny, Sara Y., Linda F., Kate, Baby Raven N., Kalin N., Pat H., 
Pam J., Julia and Family, John, James, Judi, David E., Sonia P., Janet, Billy C., Thomas, Gail, and Sarah. And 
prayers for all serving our country – especially, remembering Brian, Timmy, Tom Z., Emmy, Jack, Sean, Ian, Tim, and 
Andrew. 
 
This week in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East, our 
Presiding Bishop; Alan and Gayle, our Bishops; Amy, Dean of our Cathedral; Carol, our Regional Canon; and Nick, 
our priest. Also, our companion parish at St. Luc’s, Lazil, Haiti and our siblings at the MANNA Community in 
Boston.  
 
This week in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the parishes of the Cape & Islands Deanery: St. Barnabas’ 
Church, Falmouth; Christ Church, Harwich Port; St. Andrew’s Chapel, Hyannis Port; St. Paul’s Church, Nantucket; 
and Congregations: Wardens, Treasurers & Clerks. 
 
In the Needham Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Carter Memorial United Methodist Church and Town Meeting 
Members. 
 
Those Who Serve 

We have opportunities for lay assistants to serve during worship throughout the year. If you haven’t been involved 
before, now is a great time to try it out! Sign up online here. 
 
Online Loose Plate 

Your gift supports the mission and ministry of Christ Church to love God and neighbor, as Jesus teaches. 
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Hymns are from The Hymnal 1982 unless noted. 
Music reprinted and broadcasted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-7117410. All rights reserved. 

Music reprinted and broadcast with permission from St. James Music Press. Lic # 1106 
Glory to God; Holy, holy, holy Lord: Robert Powell (b. 1932) Copyright © 1985, GIA Publications, Inc. 

Alleluia: Norah Duncan (20th c) Copyright © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Fraction anthem: The disciples knew the Lord Jesus: Mark Sedio (b.1954) Copyright © 1996, Church Publishing, Inc. 

Anthem text: “Prayer”, Maya Angelou, and copyright © 2005. Caged Bird Legace (admin. CMG Worldwide). 
Anthem music: Tom Trenney, copyright ©2018 Birnamwood Publications. 

 
 
 

Worship materials come from the Book of Common Prayer unless otherwise noted. The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle 
and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from 
the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Sourced from The Lectionary Page: http://lectionarypage.net. Other sources: Oremus.org, 

Book of Alternate Services, and Alternative Service Book. 
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