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^ At this symbol throughout the service, please rise, as you are able. 
 
THE WORD OF GOD 
 
^  Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
People Amen. 
 
Welcome 

 
^ Collect for Christmas Eve 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
All  O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light:  
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in 
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen.  

 
You may be seated. 

 
THE STORY OF JESUS’ BIRTH, ACCORDING TO LUKE AND MATTHEW 
Narrator In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled. 
And all went to be enrolled, each in his own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee from the city of 
Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David.  He came to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  
 

Please sing while Mary and Joseph come forward: 
People O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, 
the silent stars go by; yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all the 
years are met in thee tonight.  

 

In the name of Christ, welcome to Christ Church and our Christmas Pageant! Thank you for joining in the 
celebration of Jesus’s birth in this festive way, with a bit of happy chaos. The story of God’s love coming to 
us as told in Scripture, story, and song in the Pageant is a gift to all of us, and we are delighted for this gath-
ering where we can give thanks. 
 

In the back of the Church there is a children’s table and chairs, as well as Christian books, games, and writ-
ing implements for little ones if needed. 
 

If you are new, please sign our guest book in the Narthex, the churchy word for the room at the back of the 
church that opens onto the Highland Avenue steps. We’d love to follow up.  
 

Again, welcome. 
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Narrator While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby.  And she gave birth to her 
first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, for there was no room 
for them at the inn.  
 

Please sing while the animals come forward: 
People Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay.  
 

Narrator And in the region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by 
night.  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and 
they were filled with fear. And the angel of the Lord said to the shepherds, “ Be not afraid; for behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly hosts praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the Highest and on earth peace to all 
people!”  
 

Please sing as the angels come forward: 
People Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night, And the mountains in 
reply, echoing their brave delight: Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Narrator When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to 
us.”  And they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph and the babe lying in a manger.  And when 
they saw it they made known the saying which had been told to them concerning this child; and all who 
heard it wondered at what the shepherds had told them. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen as it had been told to them.  
 

Please sing as the shepherds come forward: 
People The first Nowell, the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
in fields as they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. Nowell, Nowell, 
Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel.  

 

Narrator After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem 
asking, “Where is the child who is born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star at its rising and have 
come to pay him homage.”  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened as was all Jerusalem with 
him.  Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time the star had appeared.  
Then he sent them to Bethlehem saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I also may go.”  When they had heard the King, they set out; and there 
ahead of them went the star that they had seen at its rising until it stopped over the place where the child 
was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the stable, 
they saw the child, with Mary his mother and they knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  And having been warned in 
a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  
 
Please sing as the Kings come forward: 
People We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar, field and fountain, moor 
and mountain, following yonder star.  O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
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westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
  

Narrator And so, love and hope were born into the world.  Jesus began as a baby, just as all of us 
begin our lives. The Son of God was born into the world and all creation rejoiced!  And as people of 
God,  we welcome our newborn King into the world.   
 
Reflection                             The Reverend Nick Morris-Kliment  
                                                                                                         
^ The Prayers of the People  
Lector  Father, on this holy night, your Son our Savior was born in human form.  Renew your 
Church as the body of Christ.  Lord in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer.  
 

Lector  On this holy night, Christians the world over are celebrating his birth. Open our hearts 
that he may be born in us today.  Lord in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Lector  On this holy night, there was no room for your Son in the inn.  Use us to protect those 
who have no home and all who live in poverty.  Lord in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer.  
 

Lector  On this holy night, you, Oh Christ, came as a light shining in the darkness.  Use us to 
bring comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of our world.  Lord in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer.  
 

Lector  On this holy night, shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy.  Give us grace to share 
the gospel of Christ’s redemption.  Lord in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer.  
 

Lector  On this holy night, the angels sang ‘Peace to God’s people on earth’.  Strengthen us to 
work for peace and justice in all the world.  Lord in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer.  
 

Lector  On this holy night, strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the manger.  
Bless our homes and all whom we love.  Lord in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Lector  On this holy night, heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven.  Keep 
close to you all those who have gone through death in the hope of heaven.  Lord in your mercy, 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Lector  On this holy night, angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne.  Receive the 
worship we offer in fellowship with the Blessed Mary and all the saints.  Lord in your mercy,  
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now 
live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate.  Amen. 
 
^ The Peace at Christmas 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
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The people exchange a brief sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Announcements 
 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
^ Offering of the Gifts of Bread and Wine 
            
The Great Thanksgiving Prayer B             
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; 
who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his 
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your 
children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever say these words to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power 
and might, heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of 
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according 
to his command, O Father, 
 

All  We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection,  We await his coming in glory. 
 

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.   
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of 
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
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subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever.  
All  Amen. 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 
 
Fraction Anthem     
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
All  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.   
 
The Invitation 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.   
 
The Communion 

We will receive bread only at the center station at the foot of the stairs to the altar. You are invited to come forth to 
receive bread. To receive the bread, put your hands out and we will place bread in them. You may also come forward 
simply to receive a blessing, indicated by crossing your hands in front of your chest.  If you need communion brought 
to you, please notify one of the ushers, and Communion will be brought to you. All are invited to the Lord’s table. 
 
Post-communion Prayer 
Celebrant Let us pray.  
All  God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 
united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and 
on earth.  Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love 
to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
Blessing  
Celebrant May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ Child be yours this Christmas.  And the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 
always. Amen.   
 
Dismissal  
Celebrant Our Savior has come.  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God.   Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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Christmas Day  
 
 
 And now once more comes Christmas Day. 
 Once more, borne on the words  
 of simple-minded shepherds, runs the story. 
 God and man have met, in visible, actual union,  
 in a life which is both human and divine… 
 Lift yourselves to the great meaning of the day,  
 and dare to think of your humanity as something  
 so sublimely precious that it is worthy of being  
 made an offering to  God.  Count it a privilege  
 to make that offering as complete as possible,  
 keeping nothing back, and then go out to the  
 pleasures and duties of your life,  
 having been truly born anew into his divinity,  
 as he was born into our humanity,  
 on Christmas Day. 
 
                    - Phillips Brooks Year Book, 1907 
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C H R I S T M A S  S E A S O N  S E R V I C E S  
 

December 24, Christmas Eve 7:30pm Festive Choral Eucharist with Candlelit (Main Sanctuary & online)    
December 25, Christmas Day 9am Spoken Holy Eucharist Rite II (Chapel)  
Sunday, December 26  10am Holy Eucharist Rite II with Hymns (Main Sanctuary & online)       
Sunday, January 2   10am Holy Eucharist Rite II with Hymns (Main Sanctuary & online)    
Please note there is only one service on December 26 and January 2.  
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