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September 26, 2021: The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
Organ Prelude Chorale Prelude on "If thou but trust in God to guide thee" 

             Johann Ludwig Krebs (1713-1780) 

 

Opening Hymn 546    Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve                            Tune: Siroë  
                                              Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751)  
                                     Music: George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)  

 
Collect of the Day at 8:15 a.m. 
O God, who declarest thy almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Mercifully grant 
unto us such a measure of thy grace, that we, running to obtain thy promises, may be made 
partakers of thy heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day at 10 a.m. 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness 
of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
      
The First Lesson                                Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were drinking 
wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. 
And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther 
answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is 
my petition-- and the lives of my people-- that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, 
to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and 
women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” 
Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do 
this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the 
king and the queen. 
 
Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that 
Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits 
high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. 
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Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King 
Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month 
Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the Jews 
gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into 
gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and 
gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor. 
 
Psalm 124                                              Psalter for the Christian People, p. 176 

1 If the LORD had not been on our side, * 
let Israel now say; 

2 If the LORD had not been on our side, * 
when enemies rose up against us; 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
in their fierce anger toward us; 

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
and the torrent gone over us; 

5 Then would the raging waters * 
have gone right over us. 

6 Blessed be the LORD! * 
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8 Our help is in the Name of the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

 
The Second Lesson                                                                       James 5:13-20 
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over 
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the 
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your 
sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous 
is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
 
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by 
another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner's 
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 
Gradual Hymn 635                If thou but trust in God to guide thee    

Words: Georg Neumark (1621-1681) 
                                        tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt.  
                                                        Music: Wer nur den lieben Gott 
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The Gospel                                                                      Mark 9:38-50 
John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 
stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does 
a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against 
us is for us. For truly I tellyou, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name 
of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
 
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be 
better for you if a greatmillstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If 
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two 
hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; 
it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your 
eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye 
than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 
quenched. 
 
“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you 
season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
 
Offertory Anthem          Your Hands, O Lord, In Days of Old           Cooman (b. 1982)  
 

Music During Communion        "Prière" for Organ    Denis Bédard (b. 1950) 
 

Closing Hymn 178 (Lift Every Voice and Sing)   Hour of Prayer       
Words: William Walford (1772-1850)       

                                          Music: William B. Bradbury (1816-1868)  
Organ Postlude   Chorale Prelude on Wer nur den lieben Gott, BWV 642 
                            Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Highland Bagpipe Postlude in Honor of The Trussell’s 65th Wedding Anniversary       

Amazing Grace 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of:  
Dr. Robert P. & Jean Masland and William D. Masland by The Masland Family. 
 
This week in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Episcopal Church. Michael, our Presiding Bishop; 
Alan and Gayle, our Bishops; Amy, Dean of our Cathedral; Carol, our Regional Canon; and Nick, our priest. 
Also, our companion parish at St. Luc’s, Lazil, Haiti and our siblings at the MANNA Community in Boston.  
 
This week in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the parishes of the North Shore Deanery: Grace Church, 
Salem; St. Peter’ Church/Iglesia de San Pedro, Salem; Christ Church, South Hamilton; Church of the Holy 
Name, Swampscott; and Trinity Church, Topsfield. 
 
In the Needham Cycle of Prayer, we pray for First Parish Unitarian-Universalist. 
 
Your prayers are requested for Grace, Rebecca E., Ronan E., Lori W., Stephen E., Marty, Dana, Mary K., 
Boris, Anita, Billy C., Martin W., Harry and Jeanette, Andy M., Alex, Penny, Maya, Ed B., Glenn, Madison, 
Anita, Kate, Jim and Debbie, Lois C., Sarah, Gail, Thomas, Maureen, and Linda F.  And prayer for all serving 
our country – especially, remembering Timmy, Tom Z., Emmy, Jack, Sean, Ian, Colin, Tim, and Andrew. 
 
 
THOSE WHO SERVE 

We have opportunities for lay assistants to serve during worship throughout the year. If you haven’t been 
involved before, now is a great time to try it out! Sign up online here. 

 Thank you to those serving today  
Lector/Intercessor: MaryAnn Ryan 

Usher: Tedi Eaton and Rosemarie Rappold 
Digital Verger: Tim Lysaght 

Altar Guild: Dorothy Rifai, Bea Dagdigian, and Dottie Hagar 
Coffee Hour: Joanna Starr and Ingrid Melvin of the MANNA Monday Lunch Program 

 
 
 

Hymns are from The Hymnal 1982 unless noted.  
 

Music reprinted and broadcasted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-7117410. All rights reserved. A Song of Praise 
(Canticle 13) S-236. Setting: John Rutter, Copyright 1985, Oxford University Press. Sanctus: Setting: Robert Powell. Tune: 

Copyright 1985, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Fraction Anthem: Be known to us. Setting: Gary James Copyright 1992 MorningStar 
Music Publishers.  

 

Your Hands, O Lord, In Days of Old: reprinted and broadcast with permission. St. James Music Press. Lic #1106. 
  

Worship materials come from the Book of Common Prayer unless otherwise noted. The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and 
Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the 

Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Sourced from The Lectionary Page: http://lectionarypage.net. Other sources: Oremus.org, Book of 
Alternate Services, and Alternative Service Book. 
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