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July 18, 2021: The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Collect of the Day                                    New Zealand Prayer Book 
Universal and unchanging God, we are one, unalterably one, with all the human race. Grant that 
we who share Christ’s body may, through your unifying Spirit, break down the walls that divide 
us. Amen.   
 
The First Lesson                                                                   2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
When the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the 
ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for 
the LORD is with you.” 
 
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says 
the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I 
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word 
with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, 
“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant 
David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of 
the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in 
their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. When your days 
are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall 
come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son 
to me. 
 
Psalm 89:20-37                                                            Psalter for the Christian People, pp. 121-122 

I have found David my servant; * 
with my holy oil have I anointed him. 

My hand will hold him fast * 
and my arm will make him strong. 

No enemy shall deceive him, * 
nor any wicked man bring him down. 

I will crush his foes before him * 
and strike down those who hate him. 
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My faithfulness and love shall be with him, * 
and he shall be victorious through my Name. 

I shall make his dominion extend * 
from the great sea to the river. 

He will say to me, 'You are my Father, * 
my God, and the rock of my salvation.' 

I will make him my firstborn * 
and higher than the kings of the earth. 

I will keep my love for him for ever, * 
and my covenant will stand firm for him. 

I will establish his line for ever * 
and his throne as the days of heaven." 

"If his children forsake my law * 
and do not walk according to my judgments; 

If they break my statutes * 
and do not keep my commandments; 

I will punish their transgressions with a rod * 
and their iniquities with the lash; 

But I will not take my love from him, * 
nor let my faithfulness prove false. 

I will not break my covenant, * 
nor change what has gone out of my lips. 

Once for all I have sworn by my holiness: * 
'I will not lie to David. 

His line shall endure for ever * 
and his throne as the sun before me; 

It shall stand fast for evermore like the moon, * 
the abiding witness in the sky.' " 

 
The Second Lesson                                                                         Ephesians 2:11-22 
Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are 
called “the circumcision” —a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— remember 
that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our 
peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, 
the hostility between us. He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might 
reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility 
through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 
In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you 
also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 
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Hymn       God, we love this congregation               Tune: Holy Manna  
 
The Gospel                                                                                     Mark 6:30-34:53-56 
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He said to 
them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and 
going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by 
themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all 
the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them 
many things. 
 
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. When they got 
out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that whole region and began to 
bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went, into villages or cities or 
farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe 
of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
 

Hymn 423     Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
 
 

Prayers of the People 

This week in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Eglise Anglicane du Rwanda. Michael, our Presiding 
Bishop; Alan and, our Bishops; Amy, Dean of our Cathedral; Carol, our Regional Canon; and Nick, our priest. 
Also, our companion parish at St. Luc’s, Lazil, Haiti and our siblings at the MANNA Community in Boston.  
 
This week in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the parishes of the Mystic Valley Deanery: St. Paul’s 
Church, Lynnfield; St. Paul’s Church, Malden; Grace Church, Medford; Trinity Parish, Melrose; and Deputies 
and Alternate Deputies to General Convention. 
 
In the Needham Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Good Shepherd Christian Fellowship and Congregation Ruach 
Israel. 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of: 
N. Grant Mackinnon from Neil Mackinnon 
Richard & Mary Salamone and Richard A. White from Marcia White 
 
Your prayers are requested for Harry and Jeanette, Mark, Andy M., Alex, Penny, Maya, Ed B., Glenn, 
Madison, Anita, Kate, Jim and Debbie, Lois C., Sarah, Gail, Thomas, Maureen, and Linda F.  And prayer for 
all serving our country – especially, remembering Timmy, Tom Z., Emmy, Jack, Sean, Ian, Colin, Tim and 
Andrew. 
 
This week’s music is gifted by Amy and Joe Sweeney. 
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Those Who Serve 

We have opportunities for lay assistants to serve during worship throughout the year. If you haven’t been 
involved before, now is a great time to try it out! Sign up online.  
Serving today: 
Tim Lysaght, Tech Verger 
Abby Carr, Lector  
John Carr and Gwen Scarborough, Ushers  
Steve Sussman, Pianist  

 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR THANKS 
We thank Tedi Eaton for organizing lemonade time for us today. Join our hybrid coffee hour on 
Zoom. If you are interested in hosting this summer, please get in touch with Debby. And thanks 

everyone, for wearing nametags. 
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