Lent 2021

Looking In, Reaching Out
Greetings, Siblings in Christ,
We approach the end of Epiphany, during which the message of Jesus
Christ goes out from Bethlehem into the world. We approach the
beginning of Lent, during which we look inward, to see how the message
of Jesus Christ is taking root within us. What seeds will grow into
Resurrection?
The one-year anniversary of the last time we gathered together for inperson worship takes place during this Lenten season. Lent can help us
reclaim the rootedness we need, and to reconnect with one another and
God within.
Ash Wednesday is February 17 and begins our Lenten journey to look
within, so we can reach out. We’ll have services on-line at noon and
7:00pm on that day. Ashes are available in the “Lent-to go” kits,” as are
other intergenerational aids to Lenten prayer and activity. (see below)
Come to an “In ‘n’ Out” Eucharist. Join Gathering Gurus. Come to
Wednesday Lenten Morning and Evening Prayers. Take a 21-Day Racial
Equity Challenge. Help with B-Love. Information on these activities and
more is within these pages.
Our Regathering Team is guiding us and advises that what we are currently
doing remains prudent and pastoral. See their report on page two.
At our Annual Meeting we elected Officers and Vestry and are poised with
this new team to face our continuing challenges with energy and
creativity. I look forward to working with this talented and faithful group
to discern where Jesus is calling us to go next. New life is ahead, though
we cannot know precisely what it is. “Behold, I am doing a new thing,” God
says through Isaiah (43.19). But we trust in our God, because “nothing can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8.39)
Faithfully yours in Christ,
Nick+

Christ Church Racial Justice
Initiative invites you to a
21-Day Racial Equity
Challenge—see page 11 for
more information and to sign
up to participate. Program
begins February 28th.
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The Rev. Nicholas
Morris-Kliment, Rector

It is a honor to be chosen as a Warden. I look
forward to taking on the tasks that lie ahead with a
truly great team – Nick and the Church staff, Dusty,
Vestry, and the various committees – just to name a
few! I also want to give my thanks in particular to
everyone that has accomplished so much for the
Church over the past year, including the sale of 61
Rosemary, the procuring of the PPP loan, and
moving to a virtual worship service. Like many of
you, I both eagerly await the return to “normal”, and
at the same time have been truly impressed with
what we’ve been able to accomplish, even when
things are far from normal! Brian

Dusty Hecker,
Warden

Brian Mukherjee,
Warden

I am honored to be chosen for Warden and am very
much looking forward to working with Nick, Brian
and the members of the Vestry. My most sincere
wish for our parish is that we can return within just a
few months to in-person services and the personal
contacts that are so important to creating and
maintaining a community. The group of members
who have labored mightily over the last year, led by
Jeff Murphy and Stan Hitron, have done a truly
remarkable job especially given the circumstances. I
can't thank them enough. Dusty

The Regathering Team zoomed on January 27 in
ongoing discernment responding to the challenges
presented by Covid-19. As one of us observed with
regard to planning in this environment: “it is possible to
be creatively concrete within our limitations in the
short term; it is impossible to be concrete in the long
term.” We thus concluded that for the time being, we
will continue our pattern of Sunday worship at 10:00am
on FaceBook, followed by Zoom coffee hour. In ‘n’ Out
Eucharist will be offered on Sundays in Lent. As the
weather warms and vaccine-driven herd immunity
grows, we can consider informal outdoor Eucharists as
circumstances permit.

Thank you to Jeff Murphy and
Stan Hitron for all your time,
talent, care and dedication to
the service of Christ Church and
to me. Your support has been
outstanding and I have benefited
from your skills and talents as
leaders during these past years.
The church has been guided by
you with great diligence and
intelligence and I and the
congregation are deeply grateful
for all you did and do! Thank
you!
With Grace & Peace,
Nick

Jeff Murphy

Stan Hitron

service and spirituality intended to nurture connections
which help us love God and neighbor as Jesus teaches.
Stay tuned.
In the office, we are following Commonwealth of
Massachusetts guidelines for office spaces—masks
when closer than six feet, controlled accessibility to the
office via doorbell, sign-in/out with extra masks, hand
sanitizer, limited visit times, sanitizing of high touch
surfaces, especially bathrooms.
We long to be together again. This is difficult. But we
will make it through. "Wait for the Lord; be strong and
take heart.” (Psalm 27:14)

In the meantime, the Regathering Team has sanctioned
Faithfully yours,
the creation of “Gathering Gurus,” an ad hoc klatch of
The Regathering Team is Joe Barr MD, Abby Carr,
families seeking to plan periodic safe and fun outdoor
Brian
Mukherjee, Esq., Annie Russell, and Nancy Stern,
activities These fun gatherings will feature elements of
with Nick Morris-Kliment
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•

•
•

Pick up Lent-to-Go Bundles which contains a variety of
items to help us observe Lent at home: Coloring pages,
ashes, prayers, nature items, battery operated tea-light,
mini rug. These are available Sunday, February 14th, from
9am—2pm, and during the week from 9:30am -1:30pm.
Sign a Baptism card for a family new to our Parish
Bring (or send in) a picture, of you in your goofiest mask
ensemble.

12 noon & 7pm Simple Ash Wednesday Service on Zoom
(link in Thursday eblast)
In ‘n’ Out Eucharist every Sunday in Lent
(On February 28, Communion will be distributed in the
Chapel, otherwise in the Main Church)
Wednesday Prayers in Lent on Zoom
(link in Wednesday eblast)
8:30am Morning Prayer Rite I from the American Prayer Book
8:30pm Night Prayers from the New Zealand Prayer Book
Lent and the Longing for God
Lenten Retreat: Margaret Bullit-Jonas
Register on line at:
www.diomass.org/event/lent-and-longing-online-retreat.

The color purple: is associated with humility,
penitence, and wisdom that comes from the
willingness to look within. Purple is also
associated with royalty, as the dye was quite
costly to manufacture in ancient times.
Royalty and humility—this is nature of Jesus,
the servant/king.
The Great Litany: Worship on the first
Sunday in Lent begins with the Great Litany.
The Great Litany is an ancient,
comprehensive prayer petitioning God for
protection from the sin and brokenness
plaguing us personally and corporately. It
gathers up prayer for the categories of
humanity called for in our Prayer Book: the
whole Church, its members and mission; our
nation and those in authority; the welfare of
the world; the concerns of our local
community; those who suffer or are in
trouble; and those who have died. It sets the
stage for a season of introspection, tending
to the brokenness within us and around us,
and seeking ways to restore ourselves and
those around us to health. A long set of
prayers said in unison and in response to a
leader binds worshippers together in a
common spirit, much the same way a hymn
does.
The Penitential Order: During the rest of the
Sundays in Lent, the service begins with the
Penitential Order, which brings us back to
basics. The 10 Commandments set out the
basic framework for a life that is right with
God and our neighbor. The Confession
reminds us where we fall short and provides
language to help us seek healing.
A new Confession: We will be using a new
form, taken from Enriching our Worship. We
admit that we “deny the goodness of God in
ourselves;” and we repent of “the evil
committed on our behalf.” These are both
areas of sin to which many of us need to have
our attention directed.
In ‘n’ Out Eucharist While many have
welcomed getting reacquainted with
Morning Prayer (a liturgy in its own right),
and an introduction to the Liturgy of the
Word (pretty much the Eucharistic liturgy
without Communion), every Sunday in Lent
we can receive the Eucharist by coming into
the Main Church during the specified time.
(On February 28, Communion will be
distributed in the Chapel.) You may come
inside, receive curbside service, or sign up to
have it brought to you sometime during the
following week. Sign up through the office.
Communion is Bread for our Journey.
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Dear Christ Church Family,
We have a special Lent and Easter season for you. Our section leaders, Lisa,
Lea, Grant and Mark will sing the Sunday services “live” from the
Sanctuary. We are grateful to have them with us as we continue the
important ministry of music for those at home. The choir has been meeting
weekly via Zoom to stay in touch with each other until we can be together
again.
Making music, remotely, takes an enormous amount of teamwork; we are
blessed to have everyone contributing their part in the presentations. Here
are some highlights of things to come:
February 21, Lent 1, Bruce Goody accompanies Christ Church Quartet in
My Song is Love Unknown written by Mark Schweizer.
February 22, Lent 2, in honor of Black History Month we feature African
American composers, past and present. The Quartet sings a choral
Prelude, Domine, convertere (Turn to me, O Lord, and deliver my soul)
written by classically trained Kevin Allen, as well as the beloved Precious
Lord, Take My Hand, arranged by Horace Clarence Boyer. Boyer was a
Gospel singer, best known as one of the first scholars to formally study
African American sacred music. You may remember Dr. Boyer was a guest
at Christ Church many years ago, when Choir sang his Gospel anthems
under his direction. What a thrill!
March 7, Lent 3, we welcome Bruce Goody, flutist; and Jonathan Moretz,
guitarist as they play Opus 74, Maestoso sostenuto by Mauro Giuliani and
Julia Florida by Augustin Barrios Mangore.
March 14, Lent 4, “Mid-Lent,” includes Now Quit Your Cares, a favorite
hymn of the day.
Skipping ahead to Good Friday, April 2, the choir will sing Were You There
by Crawford R. Thoburn. It is the familiar African American Spiritual with
some very interesting harmonies that we hope you will like.

On Easter Day, April 4, The choir will present Christ the Lord is Risen Today
by Mark Schweizer. Guest trumpeter Mike Peipman joins in, adding to the
festive day. Thank you to Tim Lysaght and Grant Furgiuele for recording the
many audio and visual pieces to create a whole service, lifting us up on this
joyful day of celebration!
We will continue to raise up the musical contributions of people of color
and women composers, beginning with our own Lea Peterson who is a
singer, actor, voice teacher, arranger and now, composer. During
Eastertide, Bruce and Jonathan will debut the world premiere of
Lea’s Abhainn (Celtic translation: “River”). Congratulations, Lea!
Peace, Pam
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We have been listening to our
new Meta Organ for a few
months now. It is a beautiful
instrument capable of playing
ten world-class organs. We have
heard a few of these “sample
sets” of the pre-recorded pipes
to digitalized organ. Each week,
Charles Raines plays glorious
music adapted from huge
cathedrals to fit within the Christ
Church space.
The organ console case and the
digital components were handcrafted by Dan Lemieux of New
York. See Dan (L) and Charles (R)
with the stunning finished organ
in our Sanctuary. The photo was
prominently featured in The
American Organist Magazine,
January 2021 edition.
Thanks to the generosity of our
parishioners, the new Christ
Church organ has been paid in
full! It now belongs to all of us.
We are blessed in so many ways.

Thank you to Kim Rutherford and Ginny Yerardi
who once again organized the annual Cookie
Boxes for College Students even in this time of
Covid-19! The packages were chockfull of
goodies and so appreciated by the students. We
also thank Patty Smith and MaryAnn Black who
worked with the kids to create beautiful
greeting cards that were included in each box.

A generous parishioner has offered to help those in
the parish who may need a hand navigating the
the complexity of the vaccine sign-up system. If
you or someone who know would like that
assistance, please be in touch with Nick.

Thank you to all who have generously
contributed to “How Firm a Foundation,” our
Annual Appeal for 2021which provides primary
funding for our ministries to love God and
neighbor. In an unprecedented time, the Parish
responded generously and faithfully to our
virtual video, email, and web-assisted appeal.
We are currently at 109 pledges valued at
339,558.30. Please do not hesitate to reach out
to us with questions or concerns. To make a
pledge, click here, or call the office for a pledge
card. Again, thank you.
Faithfully yours,
Duff Lingard and Kim Rocco, co-chairs
“How Firm a Foundation”

Tuesdays at 8:00am - 8:45am on Zoom. We pray, reflect
on Scripture, and enjoy one another’s company. Join
us. For questions or Zoom link, email Stan Hitron at
s.hitron@gmail.com
Zoom gathering the third Sunday of each month at Noon

Have you ever longed for a group where you could
participate on your own schedule, with your own
energy level (no matter how low), from your own
home, on a bad hair day, wearing your pjs?
Well the IPG offered all this even before the pandemic
and Zoom!
Prayer, as we all know, is the foundation of our
relationship with God, the bricks and mortar of our
faith, and the power source of our good thoughts,
words, and deeds. In the gospels Jesus prays
constantly and St. Paul tells us to do the same.
• Intercessory prayer is joining our heart to God’s
heart and praying “Thy will be done.” God’s will is
always for loving relationship and wholeness.
• Each person in the group prays in their own space,
at their own time, and in their own way.
• People are comforted and given peace when they
know they are being prayed for. People praying see
amazing outcomes. All grow in relationship with
God.
• We pray for people of all faiths and of no faith. All
are God’s children.
• In this Time of Covid and Chaos, the Prayer Group
has been more active than ever. With Zoom we are
able to meet more often, across thousands of miles,
with less hassle than ever before. Prayer is needed
more than ever before. God is good!
• If you have more questions, please email Claudia
Yapp at claudiayapp@gmail.com.

Announcing “Gathering Gurus,” an ad hoc klatch of
families planning periodic safe and fun activities
outdoors on or near Church grounds, or elsewhere.
These fun gatherings will feature elements of service
and spirituality intended to nurture connections which
help us love God and neighbor as Jesus teaches.
Would one of the adults in your household be willing
join with me to form the nucleus of such a planning
group?
We have natural opportunities around Valentine’s Day
(Sunday, February 14), St. Patrick’s Day (nearest
Sunday is March 21), Easter (Sunday, April 4) and any
day we might pick in May. The summer is a possibility
as well. Please contact me at nick@ccneedham.org to
join me!
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This past fall Christ Church provided 50 bags of
groceries for the network of families that are
served by St. Stephen’s Church in Boston. The
Rev. Liz Steinhauser, Priest Associate at St.
Stephen’s, runs the program and has asked us to
focus on four items for this upcoming month:
cans of coffee, cooking oil, laundry detergent and
shelf-stable milk (whole milk is preferable) such
as Parmalat, which can be bought on Amazon,
Walmart and is also available at grocery stores.

St. Stephen’s serves about 300 families in their
network. Families receive food donations one to
two times per month with a team of volunteers
and staff organizing the schedule.
Please sign up here on Sign-up Genius to let us
know what you would like to provide.
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c094fafaa2aa0fd0-blovesignup
Your donations can be dropped to Virginia’s
house at 671 Great Plain Ave, Needham or to
Donna Vello’s house at 141 Hawthorn Ave,
Needham. You may call or email us to let us know
you are dropping off, or feel free to just leave at
our side doors. If possible, please place your
donations in reusable bags.
Thank you again!
Virginia Carnahan
virginia.carnahan@gmail.com

Outside Gatherings:

We had three successful gatherings this Fall,
Blessing of the Animals, Christmas Tree
Lighting and the Christmas Pageant. We are
looking forward to planning more outside
gatherings starting in March. If you would like
to join in the planning please contact Nick.

At-Home Church School:

The Shine On curriculum is available for
families to have an at-home church school.
Please let Virginia know if you need
additional church school books for the winter
months.
Virginia.carnahan@gmail.com

Service Projects:

There are a number of opportunities to have
family-based service projects. In February
many participated in the Valentine’s Day
packages. Look out for additional
opportunities in the near future.

Church School Teachers:
Virginia Carnahan
(virginia.carnahan@gmail.com),
Joe Barr, Dottie Hagar, Bill Hagar and
Kevin Ruddy.

Kathleen Kelly
Donna Vello
donna.vello@gmail.com, 617-584-2939

Thursday, February 25th at
7:00pm
The women of the congregation are
invited to a Zoom gathering! Please email
Donna Vello at donna.vello@gmail.com if
you are able to join us and a link will be
provided to you.
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Our Zoom Annual Meeting was well attended and an enjoyable time of gathering the
congregation to celebrate another year together and to thank those who have served the
community this past year. Thank you to outgoing Vestry members; Denise DeGroff, Janet
Haines, Michael Niden and Patty Smith. Christ Church is all the better for your three years of
service, most especially during this past unsettling and difficult year. We are grateful for your
time and talent and know you will be there to continue to support the church in new ways. We
are also grateful for Stefano Migliuolo’s time and talent as Treasurer as he steps down from that
leadership position. In addition, we also thank Annie Russell for her time as Delegate to
Convention. Thank you to you all!

Welcome to new Vestry members, (l-r) John Carr, Alyssa Kence, Cecile Leroy and Christina
O’Connell. We are so grateful for your willingness to serve and your commitment to Christ Church!

Dave Carnahan

Amy Sweeney

MaryAnn
Ryan

We also are grateful to those who
will continue in their roles in this
new year. Dave Carnahan will
continue as Clerk and Amy
Sweeney as Delegate to
Convention. MaryAnn Ryan will
be joining Amy as our second
Delegate to the Convention.
Thank you, all!

Since 2000, the Giraffe award goes by Vestry vote to a parishioner not currently serving
on Vestry exemplifying a willingness to stick one’s neck out for the Parish. This year’s
winner is Tim Lysaght. Tim has been a Vestry member, Warden pro temp, Treasurer,
member of the old Technology Committee, Chalice Bearer, and Crucifer. He helped
lead the building of the Parish’s award-winning July 4th float in 2017. As Chair of the
Property Team, Tim actively stewards a complex physical plant. Just in the past year,
he oversaw the refinishing of the Upper Parish Hall floor; managed the refinishing of the
hardwood floors, purchase of new runners and carpet and deep cleaning in the Chapel;
coordinated the removal of the old organ, and installation of the new one; and
implemented the new A/V system. Tim transitioned our online worship broadcast from
the Rector’s iPhone to the new A/V system, along the way inaugurating the liturgical
role of Broadcast Verger. Next door, he managed the never-ending punch-list of items
necessary to removes Circle of Hope’s former home at 65 Rosemary St. Always willing
to lend a hand, whether flipping burgers at a Parish picnic or helping to string lights on
the Advent Tree, Tim has been a real Giraffe. Thank you, Tim!
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Tim Lysaght

If, like me, you are a resident of Needham or a
neighboring town, you’ve probably had the
experience of walking or driving through your
neighborhood one day when, suddenly, you notice a
gap in the usual row of houses where a home used to
be. If you never knew the people who lived there or
it’s not right near your house, like me, you probably
can’t remember what the house looked like even after
passing it hundreds of times. By the time you are
reading this, there will be such a gap on Rosemary
Street, right next to the church. However, if you are or
have been engaged in the life of this parish sometime
over the past 70 years, you probably won’t forget 65
Rosemary, The House Next Door, and some of the
people who lived and worked from here, loving God
and neighbor as Jesus teaches.

empty from 1987 till 1990. However, as The Spirit
abhors a vacuum, sometime in the late 1980s The
Community Concerns Committee formed a
subcommittee chaired by Mary Whitten including,
among others, current Parishioners Barbara Baker
and Michael Niden, to explore the feasibility of this
perfectly good Needham home becoming a
temporary shelter for people in need. The committee
first explored the possibility of working with agencies
for woman and children suffering domestic abuse to
offer the house as a secure shelter from their abusers.
However, the committee decided because of the need
to report to the town and Vestry, that it would be too
difficult to keep the location undisclosed. They
eventually were able to partner with Serenity House
in Natick to provide halfway housing for women
recovering from substance addiction. In June of 1990
Like most homes in Needham, this home has housed the House Next Door was blessed to initiate its new
families and individuals. However, it also has housed mission in a ceremony with the congregation led by
assistant rectors and their families, women recovering then Rector Bud Cederholm.
from substance addiction, mothers and children
seeking housing in Needham, or immigrants seeking An article published in the Episcopal Times in
November, 1990 (byline not included but possibly
a better life in America. It’s also been a center for
written by Mary Whitten and Michael Niden) reports
mission outreach for the parish and many others
involved in these good works. Most importantly, The on how the refurbishing of “the three bedroom
House Next Door has been a house where the Spirit of cottage” engaged the whole Parish. The Vestry voted
God has been welcomed and has moved those in it to to cover the cost of utilities for a year. Parishioners
do the good work that builds the Beloved Community. completely furnished the house with donations.
So how did this little house come to be part of Christ Confirmation candidates washed windows and
painted a play room. Girl Scouts sewed curtains.
Church and the source of so many good works?
Church School children, after a visit to the house,
Sixty-five Rosemary came into the possession of the
made useful suggestions for the playroom such as the
Parish in the mid 1950s when the post war population need for toys, a rug, and to paint the “yucky” room.
boom in Needham and subsequent growth in parish
One practical minded child recommended to “make
membership necessitated a larger worship space.
short curtains; little kids pull on long ones.” The
With this post war baby-boom, the number of single
article concludes: “What has proven most important,
family dwellings increased in Needham from a prewar however, is the way this project has brought us a little
total of around 3,000 to a post war total of around
closer as a congregation. Whatever help we may be to
5,000 units, as the Planning Committee for the current the Jane Does who live in the House Next Door, they
main church reported in 1953. After the architect
will give us a chance to grow stronger as a parish as
Arland Dirlam was hired and plans approved, 65
we seek to find God’s will in our ministry.” As
Rosemary was purchased sometime in 1955 from
predicted, whenever new families arrived or
John B. and Muriel Glode for the sum of $18,000
refurbishing was needed, parishioners pitched in to
($174,800 in today’s dollars) to meet zoning
keep the house in good shape for its tenants.
requirements for enough land to accommodate the
size of the new church. A Building Committee report
stated that the purchase agreement was to include
provisions for the Glodes to continue in the house as
renters. There is no record of why the Glodes were
selling their house or if they did stay on as renters. A
brief 1994 Centennial Anniversary history of Christ
Church, however, notes that shortly after it was
purchased, The House Next Door served as a
residence for 13 assistants to the Rector and their
families from 1956 to 1987. It’s worth noting that three
of these assistants, Edward Tulis, George Marshall,
and Raymond Webster, were ordained into the
priesthood at Christ Church.
After serving as a priest incubator under the
mentorship of Rev. Harold Chase, the house was
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(continued from page 8)

The partnership with Serenity House lasted a year,
helping one woman with a four-year-old son
successfully transition to sustained sobriety. Perhaps
most significantly, she and her son participated in
worship and other church activities. She had a real
connection with the parish and would come back for
visits after moving to Framingham. The second client
was not so successful and Serenity House, unable in
the short term to find suitable clients for this housing,
revised its contract with the church to allow the house
to be used for other agencies’ clients.

garage at 65 Rosemary. It wasn’t known at the time but
these seeds placed in the dark of that garage would
soon blossom into Circle of Hope.

Some Annual Report records for the first decade of
2000 are missing, but from what we have, it seems that
the Steeple Exchange closed sometime in 2006. From a
2007 report for the Garage Ministry, we learn that
Carolyn and Barbara seized the opportunity of the
newly vacated space in 65 Rosemary to move their
operations into the first floor of the house. With more
space and the “organization and efficiency skills” of
Paula Beckerle, as the report states, they were now
With the suggestion of Rich Gatto when he was a
Trustee for the Needham Housing authority, the house serving nine shelters in Boston and making multiple
became temporary quarters for families on the waiting deliveries to several of them.
list for Needham Public Housing. From December 1991 Expanding to meet the needs of the homeless and
to June 1992, a Haitian immigrant family of seven lived wanting to formalize the operation as a nonprofit
in the house until they secured housing at Cook’s
corporation to expand fundraising, in 2008 The Garage
Bridge here in Needham. They were followed in late
became The Greater Boston Community
1992 to 1993 by a woman in need of housing who was ministry
Exchange
with Barbara Waterhouse as Executive
joined by a single mother with two children. These
Director
and
Paula Beckerle as Director of Programs.
sojourners contributed to the utilities cost. In April of
This
organization,
with the parish’s International
1994 a second Haitian family of four and a friend were Medical Mission (mainly
to Haiti) directed by Emilie
referred by the Diocese. Reports to the Annual Meeting Hitron, formed a nonprofit
corporation called Circle of
give details on how parishioners made this family feel Hope with Barbara Waterhouse
as Executive Director.
welcomed with Thanksgiving dinner, by working with With the help and talents of Harding Ounanian, Jr.,
Needham Community Council to provide Christmas
soon the front lawn of 65 Rosemary was graced by the
toys for the children, helping the parents get their
beautifully designed violet and light green logo of
children to Hillside School, and paying the children’s
Circle of Hope. A few years later, Emilie had
fees for two weeks at a summer camp.
accomplished her goal of creating a self-sustaining,
There is no mention of the temporary housing mission Haitian-run medical clinic in the mountain village of
in annual meeting reports for 1995. No written record Lazile, thus ending the need for regular medical
missions to this area in Haiti. With the sole mission of
could be found, nor does anyone who is still active in
providing for the homeless in the Greater Boston area,
the parish and who was involved with this mission
Circle of Hope took over all the space in 65 Rosemary
recall how or when it ended. By 1996, however, 65
Rosemary became the home of the Steeple Exchange, and again people’s garages like Bruce and Pam
a consignment shop managed and staffed by women in Goody’s began to fill with donated new and gently
used clothing for the homeless.
the church who started this fund raising mission in
1976 in the basement below the chapel. Its profits went
mainly to the parish’s charitable programs. It was also
a place of supportive community for the many ladies
who staffed the shop. In the mid-2000s while business
was being conducted upstairs at 65 Rosemary, in the
garage at the basement level the seeds of one of the
most successful charitable enterprises to come out of
the House Next Door were being planted.
For nearly 30 years, Carolyn Panasevich had been
collecting clothing and personal care items, storing
them in her garage, and distributing them to various
homeless shelters and refuges for poor women and
children fleeing spousal abuse in the Greater Boston
area. In 1996 Carolyn took on an enthusiastic helper
and mentee, Barbara Waterhouse. Under this dynamic
duo, The Garage Ministry, as it was called, expanded,
and soon the Panasevich and Waterhouse garages
began to overflow with contributions. Seeking more
storage space, they were given permission to use the
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(continued from page 9)

In addition to paid full and part-time positions, dozens of
parishioners, people from the town of Needham and surrounding
communities, and Needham High School students seeking to
fulfill their Community Service requirements, have volunteered to
work at Circle of Hope as sorters, order fillers, and delivery
drivers. When I retired in 2013, I started volunteering as an order
filler under the direction of Eileen Mullen. I soon realized,
however, that my talents lay in delivering to shelters and picking
up cleaned coats from Anton Cleaners’ very successful coat
donation program. In my work at Circle of Hope I can personally
attest that the House Next Door under this tenancy was brimming
with the Spirit as manifested in the dedication and joy of the staff
and volunteers. In fact, Circle of Hope, in expanding its services
had overflowed what 65 Rosemary could facilitate and was led by
the Spirit to a larger, newer facility right down the road on
Highland Avenue which makes possible an even greater
benevolent impact on our community.
As stated in Ecclesiastes 3: 1, 3
To everything there is a season
And a time to every purpose under the heaven:
A time to break down and a time to build up;

As a home, a refuge, and a source of good works, The House Next
Door has had its time. While there is now a gap in the land behind
Christ Church, what endures is the Spirit which was welcomed to
this “three bedroom cottage” and, while there, nourished the
souls of its many occupants, filling them with the Spirit to take
wherever they went and to pass on to others with their presence
and actions. RIP The House Next Door. Let us rejoice in what came
forth from here and is now ever expanding. As it was in the
beginning is now and will be forever, Alleluia!

The Racial Justice Initiative Team invites you to join us at this Zoom presentation on the history of
enslavement here in Needham. This is the second of three events, and is sponsored by the Trustees
of the Needham Free Public Library in memory of former director Vivian D. McIver. Vivian was a longtime and very active member of Christ Church until her passing in 2015.
It happened here: many of Needham’s eighteenth-century founding families were enslavers, and the
historical record was “whitewashed” or buried after slavery was abolished in Massachusetts in 1783.
As Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. observed, “We are made by history.” Join us for a discussion of the
role of enslavement in Needham’s history, and how its effects are shaping our current ideas of
community and justice.
Presented by Gloria Polizzotti Greis, PhD - Executive Director, Needham History Center & Museum and
the Rev. Catie Scudera, Minister, First Parish in Needham, Unitarian Universalist.
Registration is required. Please sign up using the link below to receive the link to the Zoom meeting:
https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/2021-mciver-lecture-series-enslavement-andits-aftermath-in-needham-presented-by-dr-gloria-polizzotti-greis-and-the-rev-catie-scudera/
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A motion was made to adopt the Vestry
statement on Racial Inequality, as
shown below. Motion passed.

We invite you to join members of the Christ Church Racial
Justice Initiative in a 21-day Racial Equity Challenge during
Lent beginning on February 28. This is an exciting
opportunity to increase our understanding of the roots,
lived experience and structures of inequality in our society
with the goal of moving us toward action. The challenge
asks that you dedicate time each day (which can be as little
as five to ten minutes or as long as you wish) for 21 days to
an activity that furthers your understanding of power,
privilege, supremacy, oppression, and equity.
The activities include readings, videos, podcasts, music,
observations, actions and reflections. We will meet via zoom
for a brief introduction and then two times during the three
weeks to share our experiences and reflections.
If you are interested in doing the challenge, please attend
the introductory session. Participation in the discussions is
optional but we look forward to sharing this experience in
community.
To sign up and receive the Zoom invitation for the
introductory meeting, please contact Cynthia at:
(cynanderson868@gmail.com) by February 17.

Cynthia Anderson, John Carr and Heidi Fieldston

Whereas, it is the call of Episcopal
Christians by our Baptismal Covenant (BCP,
p. 305) to seek and serve Christ in all
persons loving our neighbor as ourselves;
and to strive for justice and peace among
all people, respecting the dignity of every
human being; and Whereas, we believe that
all humans are created in the Divine Image
(Genesis 1.27-28); and Whereas, it is the call
of all Christians to be “ministers of
reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5.18);
Therefore, the Vestry of Christ Church,
Needham, Massachusetts, as leaders of this
Christian community, acknowledges the
inequity of racism.
In response, we will exert ourselves beyond
our convenience to love our neighbors as
ourselves by prayerfully:
~committing to exploration, listening, and
reflection to understand the nature and
sources of these sins.
~committing to engage in just actions and
practices which promote the equality and
dignity of all people.
A motion was made to charge the Rector to
form a committee to implement the above
resolution. Motion Passed.
From the minutes of the September 25,
2020 Vestry Meeting

Deja vu All Over Again
Unsettling similarities between the incidents occurring
at our nation’s Capital building early in January and
what we have been reading in Wednesday Bible Study
has helped us better understand the text. We’re
currently reading Maccabees in The Apocrypha (Jewish
writings from the time between the writing of the Old
Testament and the New Testament, 300 BCE-100 CE,
which are canonical in the Catholic Church). The book
tells of the desecration of the Temple in Jerusalem
during the Seleucid occupation of Israel against which
the Maccabees revolted. Our own experience has given
us a door, not just a window, through which we have
entered into the lives of Jews a little more than 100
years before Jesus’ birth. It has enabled us to
understand more acutely how the ancient Israelites
must have experienced this attack on the building that
was an emblem of their nation and began to expect a
messiah.

The Apocrypha contains narrative works as well, and
most of the books are short, so there is great variety in
our study. Tobit has encouraged us to think about our
individual calling to do God’s will. Ben Sirach is about
values and the behavior that reflects them. All in all,
we’re seeing that life in the 21st century isn’t so very
different from 2,000 years ago. Déjà vu.
We’re always happy to welcome
new participants, even mid-year.
Ali in the church office has the
details. Contact Tracy Rubin, who
leads the group, with any questions
at tgr090@mail.harvard.edu or 781431-1672.
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Tracy Rubin

February, March,
April 2021 Calendar

The House Next Door
After many years of dedicated service, capped by a
November 22, 2020 liturgy of thanksgiving attended by
Bishop Bud (L in photo below), on January 21, 2021 we
said goodbye to the House Next Door. The ministry of
Circle of Hope, the final ministry incubated by 65
Rosemary, relocated in November 2019 to a larger more
suitable location at 1329 Highland Avenue. Well done, you
good and faithful House, and all who served within you.
Many thanks to Phil Trussell who guided the three-year
long process from beginning to end, to Rich Gatto and
Mike Niden for sharing their real estate expertise, and to
Tim Lysaght for his help in completing the removal.

This is the message that
comes with the pretty and
comforting Pocket Prayer
Shawls that the knitting
ministry is creating. If you
know someone who would
benefit from having one, or
if you would like one for
yourself, please reach out to
the office to request one be
made for you.
“As you hold your Pocket
Prayer Shawl, you hold the
hand of God. May you feel
His loving and comforting
touch and know that God is
always with you.”

During the summer months, our guest
pianist, Steve Sussman, plays for the
weekly service. It is always a pleasure
hearing him play on the ivories! This
is your opportunity to choose your
favorite hymn(s) by contributing any
amount toward the $100 weekly fee.
There will be two hymns per week,
plus Prelude and Postlude. You may
want to dedicate a hymn in honor or
in memory of someone. Your name
and the name of your loved one will
be listed as, “Today’s hymns are
sponsored by (your name).” Please
choose a hymn from 1982 Hymnal,
Wonder Love Praise, Lift Every Voice
and Sing or The United Methodist
Hymnal where you’ll find some of the
old standards, like “In the Garden.”
Please let Ali or me know your
selections by April as summer is
coming sooner than you think. Ali:
office@ccneedham.org Pam Goody:
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org
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Tuesday, February 2
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting
7:00pm Property Committee
Wednesday, February 3
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
Thursday, February 4
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, February 7 – The Fifth Sunday
after the Epiphany
10:00am Liturgy of the Word livestreamed
on Facebook
11:15am Annual Meeting on Zoom
1:30pm MANNA Monday Lunch Program
food drop off
Monday, February 8
12:00pm MANNA Monday Lunch Program
Tuesday, February 9
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting
7:00pm Finance Committee
Wednesday, February 10
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
Thursday, February 11
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, February 14 – The Last Sunday
after the Epiphany
10:00am Liturgy of the Word livestreamed
on Facebook
11:00am Zoom coffee hour
TBD Festive Gathering
7:00pm Racial Justice Initiative

Pick up Lent-to-Go Bundles
These are available Sunday, February
14th, from 9:00am—2:00pm, and during
the week from 9:30am -1:30pm
Monday, February 15
Office Closed in honor of President’s Day.
Tuesday, February 16
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting
7:00pm Vestry
Ash Wednesday, February 17
9:00am Lent-to-go pick up (until 1:30pm)
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
12:00pm Ash Wednesday Service on Zoom
7:00pm Ash Wednesday Service on Zoom
Thursday, February 18
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, February 21 – The First Sunday
in Lent
10:00am
11 am Zoom coffee hour
11:30-12:30 “In ‘n’ Out” Eucharist
12:00pm Intercessory Prayer
Tuesday, February 23
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting

February-March-April 2021 Calendar
All events are online. Please email the office for Zoom links.
Wednesday, February 24
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
Wednesday Prayers in Lent on Zoom
(link in Wednesday eblast)
8:30am Morning Prayer Rite I from the
American Prayer Book
8:30pm Night Prayers from the New
Zealand Prayer Book
Thursday, February 25
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, February 28 – The Second
Sunday in Lent

10:00am Eucharist Rite II on Facebook Live
11:00am Zoom coffee hour
11:30am-12:30pm “In ‘n’ Out”
Eucharist
Tuesday, March 2
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting
7:00pm Property Committee
Wednesday, March 3
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
Wednesday Prayers in Lent on Zoom
(link in Wednesday eblast)
8:30am Morning Prayer Rite I from the
American Prayer Book
8:30pm Night Prayers from the New
Zealand Prayer Book
Thursday, March 4
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Saturday, March 6, 9:30am—noon
Lent and the Longing for God (pg.3)
Lenten Retreat: Margaret Bullit-Jonas
Sunday, March 7 – The Third Sunday
in Lent
10:00am Eucharist Rite II on Facebook Live
11:00am Zoom coffee hour
11:30am-12:30pm “In ‘n’ Out”
Eucharist
12:00pm MANNA Monday Lunch
Program food drop off
Monday, March 8
12:00pm MANNA Monday Lunch
Program
Tuesday, March 9
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting
7:00pm Finance Committee
Wednesday, March 10
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
Wednesday Prayers in Lent on Zoom
(link in Wednesday eblast)
8:30am Morning Prayer Rite I from the
American Prayer Book
8:30pm Night Prayers from the New
Zealand Prayer Book
Thursday, March 11
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, March 14 – The Fourth
Sunday in Lent
Daylight savings time begins.
10:00am Eucharist Rite II on Facebook
Live, with guest preacher
11:00am Zoom coffee hour
11:30am-12:30pm “In ‘n’ Out”
Eucharist
7:00pm Racial Justice Initiative
Tuesday, March 16
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting
7:00pm Vestry
Wednesday, March 17
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
Wednesday Prayers in Lent on Zoom
(link in Wednesday eblast)
8:30am Morning Prayer Rite I from the
American Prayer Book
8:30pm Night Prayers from the New
Zealand Prayer Book
Thursday, March 18
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, March 21 – The Fifth Sunday
in Lent
10:00am Eucharist Rite II on Facebook Live
11:00am Zoom coffee hour
11:30am -12:30pm “In ‘n’ Out”
Eucharist
Tuesday, March 23
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting
Wednesday, March 25
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
Wednesday Prayers in Lent on Zoom
(link in Wednesday eblast)
8:30am Morning Prayer Rite I from the
American Prayer Book
8:30pm Night Prayers from the New
Zealand Prayer Book
Thursday, March 25
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, March 28 – Palm Sunday
10:00am Worship TBD
11:00am Zoom coffee hour
Tuesday, March 30
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting
Wednesday, March 31
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
8:30am Morning Prayer Rite I from the
American Prayer Book
8:30pm Night Prayers from the New
Zealand Prayer Book
Thursday, April 1 – Maundy Thursday
Worship TBD
Friday, April 2 – Good Friday
Worship TBD
Saturday, April 3 – Holy Saturday
Worship TBD
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April 4 – Easter Sunday

10:00am Worship TBD
11:00am Zoom coffee hour
TBD Safe and Festive Gathering
Tuesday, April 6
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response
Meeting
7:00pm Property Committee
Wednesday, April 7
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
Thursday, April 8
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, April 11 – The Second Sunday
of Easter
10:00am Worship TBD
11:00am Zoom coffee hour
12:00pm MANNA Monday Lunch
Program food drop off
7:00pm Racial Justice Initiative
Monday, April 12
12:00pm MANNA Monday Lunch Program
Tuesday, April 13
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting
7:00pm Finance Committee
Wednesday, April 14
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
Thursday, April 15
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, April 18 – The Third Sunday
of Easter
10:00am Worship TBD
11:00am Zoom coffee hour
12:00pm Intercessory Prayer Meeting
Tuesday, April 20
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting
7:00pm Vestry
Wednesday, April 21
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
Thursday, April 22
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, April 25 – The Fourth Sunday
of Easter
10:00am Worship TBD
11:00am Zoom coffee hour
Tuesday, April 27
8:00am Men’s Prayer group
3:00pm Pastoral Response Meeting
Wednesday, April 28
10:00am & 7:00pm Bible Study
Thursday, April 29
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

In the attempt both to acknowledge the reality of screen fatigue and
to honor our Episcopal tradition, you may notice the following
changes in our Sunday worship:
The prelude starts a few minutes before 10am
The sermon is a bit shorter
The lessons and/or hymns are judiciously edited
We’re holding in tension the preferences of our congregation which
were somewhat addressed by a three-service format.




Interested in reading lessons and leading the Prayers of the People?
Interested in being trained to be a Broadcast Verger? Be in touch with
Nick at nick@ccneedham.org.

1132 Highland Avenue
Needham, MA 02494
781- 444-1469
www.ccneedham.org
The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector
nick@ccneedham.org Ext: 113
Pamela Goody, Music Director
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org Ext: 116
Ali Heard, Parish Administrator
office@ccneedham.org Ext: 110
Charles W. Raines, Organist

Woody Hughes, Facilities Manager
facilities@ccneedham.org Ext: 111
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper
control@ccneedham.org Ext: 114

In the face of Zoom fatigue, here are some tips that may encourage us
to remain faithful to worship and to get the most out of the time.
1. Worship, rather than watch. We are all so used to watching TV or
our devices that we need to actively change our mindsets. Remind
ourselves, “This isn’t a show. This isn’t entertainment. This is an
opportunity for me to worship the living God.” One way to help it feel
like worship is to…
2. Sing out loud. This probably feels weird. Maybe we turn the volume
up a bit, so it doesn’t feel like we’re soloing. Be a fool for Christ! If
we’ve got kids, make it fun. We encourage them to sing with us. We
might also…
3. Move our body. Stand to sing, sit to listen, kneel to pray. Also, do
only…
4. One thing at a time. Super hard to do this. We think we have to
multitask all the time. Avoid multitasking. In fact, multitasking is a
misnomer. Our brain can only do one thing at a time. Treat online
worship like in-person worship. Avoid doing the dishes or folding
laundry or browsing social media. It will help to…
5. Participate in the readings and prayers. This can help us to stay
focused. It might help to…
6. Take out a pencil. During the sermon, maybe we pull out pencil
and paper, take notes on the sermon, or doodle. Many people find
that this helps keep them focused by keeping their hands active, say,
like knitting. Finally…
7. Take care of your spiritual health. God desires us to worship
because God knows it’s food for our souls. It wouldn’t be healthy to go
for a week without food. Don’t go for a week without the worship of
God. (Adapted from Grace Church, Roaring Fork Valley, CO,)

Dusty Hecker, Warden
Brian Mukherjee, Warden
Duncan Allen, Assistant Treasurer
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer
David Carnahan, Clerk
Duncan Allen (‘23)
Bob Begin (‘22)
Jim Black (‘23)
John Carr (‘24)
Bob Keener (‘22)
Alyssa Kence (‘24)
Cecile Leroy (‘24)
Ingrid Melvin (‘22)
Christina O’Connell (‘24)
Annie Russell (‘22)
Joe Sweeney (‘23)
Ginny Yerardi (‘23)

Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 9am – 2pm
We are following Phase III protocols for
office spaces as directed by the state. We’d
love to see you. Wearing a mask is required.
Entrance is under the tan awning off of
Rosemary Street. Ring the doorbell there
and we’ll let you in. Then sign in and limit
your visit to 15 minutes.
Nick is almost always present and available
beyond posted office hours on weekdays;
please call or email him to make an
appointment to be sure.

Nick’s day off: Friday; with Sabbath from
email as well.

Solar Update
The solar system continues to generate savings for the
Church and carbon-free energy for our power needs. The
system generated about 3,024 KwH of electricity last
month, and 50,585 KwH last year, and saved the Church
about $4,139 in 2020. January of 2021 solar production has
brought us savings of $270.
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Staff Meeting: 11-12 on Mondays. Please
note the office is closed during the meeting.
(Tuesdays, if Monday is a holiday)
Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM) :
Tuesdays at 3pm.
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper:
Wednesday mornings

