January 3, 2021 at 10 a.m.
Liturgy of the Word for the
Sunday of the Epiphany

Welcome to Christ Church!
Thank you for joining us. You can worship with us on Facebook.
We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this
morning. This service bulletin is the only document you’ll need to
participate in this morning’s liturgy.
We are blessed because of your presence here, and we want to do
everything possible to make you feel at home. You are welcome here!

Loving God and neighbor, as Jesus teaches

Welcome and Announcements
This week’s announcements can be found here.
If you would like more information about Christ Church, please click here.
Prelude for Organ

Hymn 616

Chorale Prelude on "The old year now has passed away," BWV 1091
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Hail to the Lord’s anointed
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Tune: Es flog ein kleins Waldvoegelein

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
Blessed be the One, Holy, and Living God.
People
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Celebrant
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Celebrant
A moment of silence is kept.
Most merciful God,
All
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Celebrant
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
The Collect of the Day
Officiant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Officiant
Let us pray.
All
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the
earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to
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face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
THE LESSONS
The First Lesson
Isaiah 60:1-6
Lector
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his
glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from
far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of
the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall com. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the
praise of the LORD.
At the conclusion of the reading:
Lector
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
People
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
The psalm is read responsively, breaking at the asterisk (*).
Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King's Son;
That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.
He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.
In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
All kings shall bow down before him, *
and all the nations do him service.
For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, *
and the oppressed who has no helper.
He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.
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Ephesians 3:1-12
The Epistle
Lector
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, and how
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will
enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was
not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by the
working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to
the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in
its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was
in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we
have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
At the conclusion of the reading:
Lector
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
People
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn 124

What star is this with beams so bright

Tune: Puer nobis

The Gospel
Matthew 2:1-12
Celebrant
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Celebrant
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed
his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet:
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`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard
the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.
At the conclusion of the reading:
Celebrant
The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment

The Sermon
A moment of silent reflection follows the sermon.

Book of Common Prayer, p. 358

The Nicene Creed
Please stand as comfortable, and able.
All
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
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he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
adapted from Times and Seasons, The Church of England
Please stand or kneel or sit, as able and comfortable.
Intercessor We pray for the coming of God’s kingdom. You sent your Son to bring good news to the
poor, sight to the blind, freedom to the captives and salvation to your people: anoint us with your
Spirit; rouse us to work in his name. Holy One, by your Spirit
People
bring in your kingdom.
Intercessor Send us to bring help to the poor and freedom to the oppressed. Holy One, by your
Spirit
People
bring in your kingdom.
Intercessor Send us to tell the world the good news of your healing love. Holy One, by your Spirit
People
bring in your kingdom.
Intercessor Send us to those who mourn, to bring joy and gladness instead of grief. Holy One, by
your Spirit
People
bring in your kingdom.
Intercessor Send us to proclaim that the time is here for you to save your people. Holy One, by your
Spirit
People
bring in your kingdom.
Celebrant
Holy One, use us, just as we are, to bring in your kingdom of mercy, justice, love and
peace. Empower us by your Spirit and unite us in your Son, that all our joy and delight may be to
serve you, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Celebrant
All
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Offertory Sentence
O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power; because you have
Officiant
created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being. Revelation 4:11
Thank you for considering an offering. Your faithful giving supports our mission and serves Christ in all persosn,
loving neighbors as ourselves. To give online click here or text “CCN123” to 73256.
Offertory Anthem

Arise, shine for your light has come
The Christ Church Quartet

Martin How (b. 1931)

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. For behold, darkness
covers the land; deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. But over you the Lord will rise, and his glory will
appear upon you. Nations will stream to your light, and kings to the brightness of you dawning. Your gates
will always be open; by day or night they will never be shut. They will call you, The City of the Lord, The
Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Violence will no more be heard in your land, ruin or destructions will
within your borders. You will call your walls, Salvation, and all your portals, Praise. The sun will no more be
your light by day; by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. The Lord will be your everlasting
light, and your God will be your glory. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: As it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Book of Common Prayer, p. 836
A General Thanksgiving
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you
All
for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the
mystery of love.
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which surrounds us on
every side.
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading us to
accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our
dependence on you alone.
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example of his
life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he
overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom.
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and through him, at
all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.
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Hymn 135

Songs of thankfulness and praise
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Tune: Salzburg

adapted from Times and Seasons, The Church of England
Concluding Blessing
May Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of the Divine glory and gladden
Officiant
your hearts with the good news of God’s kingdom; and the blessing God almighty—Creator, Christ,
and Holy Spirit—be with you now and always. Amen.
Organ Postlude

Chorale Fantasia on "How bright appears the morning star"
Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

Prayers of the People
This week in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Episcopal / Anglican Province of Alexandria.
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Alan and Gayle, our Bishops; Amy, Dean of our Cathedral; Carol, our
Regional Canon; and Nick, our priest. Also, our companion parish at St. Luc’s, Lazil, Haiti and our
siblings at the MANNA Community in Boston.
This week in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray the parishes of the Boston Harbor Deanery:
Christ Church (Old North), Boston; Church of the Advent, Boston; Ecclesia Ministries and common
cathedral, Boston; The Diocesan Staff; and The Massachusetts Council of Churches.
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of:
Robert T. Armstrong, Jr. from Ginny Armstrong
Eleanor & Clarence Chase from Robert E. Chase
William L. Mather and Miriam E. & Thomas P. Chambers from Marica Mather
In the Needham Cycle of Prayer, we pray First Baptist Church
Your prayers are requested for Sharon, Tom C., Bob P., Marian G., Jeff M., Martin W., Richard, Leo,
Sommer, Meghan, Jim, Linda, Sara Y., Carol M., Jenny, Geoff C., Kathryn M., Robert B., Jennifer P.,
Linda B., Kara J., Sarah, Michael, Gail, Thomas, Linda F., and Betsey. And prayer for all serving our
country – especially, remembering Tom Z., Emmy, Jack, Sean, Ian, Colin, Tim and Andrew.
Please email your prayers to the office (office@ccneedham.org).
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Thank you to those who assisted in the service today!
Pamela Goody, Director of Music
Charles Raines, Associate Director of Music and Organist
Christ Church Quartet: Lisa Correnti, Lea Peterson, Grant Furgiuele, and Mark Anderson
Annie Russell, Lector
Tim Lysaght, Broadcast Verger
And others to be named on air!
To assist during worship, please email the office (office@ccneedham.org) or sign up here.

My offering
Your faithful giving supports our mission and serves Christ in
all person, loving neighbors as ourselves.
Give online or text “CCN123” to 73256.

Music reprinted and broadcasted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-7117410. All rights reserved. All worship
materials come from the Book of Common Prayer unless otherwise noted. Hymns are from The Hymnal 1982 unless noted.
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WORSHIPPING † CARING † RESPONDING † GIVING

PARISH STAFF
The Rev. Nicholas M. Morris-Kliment, Rector
Pamela Goody, Director of Music Charles Raines, Associate Director of Music & Organist
Lea Peterson, Director of Youth Choir Woody Hughes, Facilities Manager
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper Ali Heard, Parish Administrator
ELECTED OFFICERS
Stan Hitron, Warden
Jeff Murphy, Warden
Stefano Migliuolo, Treasurer
David Carnahan, Clerk
Members of the Vestry: Duncan Allen, Robert Begin, Jim Black, Denise DeGroff,
Janet Haines, Bob Keener, Ingrid Melvin, Michael Niden,
Annie Russell, Patty Smith, Joe Sweeney, and Ginny Yerardi.
Assistant Treasurers: Duncan Allen and Janet Haines
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
The office is closed for meetings Mondays from 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
1132 Highland Avenue, Needham, MA 02494• 781-444-1469
Find us online: www.ccneedham.org • Facebook • YouTube
Join us online for worship and connection Sundays at 10 a.m. on FaceBook Live.
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