The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020 at 10 a.m.
A Service for the Turning of the Season
Virtual Holy Eucharist Rite II and
Blessing of the Backpacks and Electronics
Watch the recorded service
Read this week’s news & announcements

Loving God and neighbor, 125 years and counting...

Organ Prelude

Suite Gothique: II. Minuet Gothique

Léon Boëllmann (1862-1897)

The Holy Dove leads us into worship!
Hymn 51

We the Lord’s people

Tune: Decatur Place
Richard Wayne Dirksen (1921-2003)
Descant: R.W. Dirksen, adapted: Charles W. Raines (b. 1952)

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Sprit.
People
And blessed be God’s people, now and forever. Amen.
2

Collect for Purity
Celebrant
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Song of Praise

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers

3

John Rutter (b. 1945)

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
All
Oh, God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Welcome
The First Lesson
Exodus 14:19-31
Lector
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them;
and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the
army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the
night; one did not come near the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all
night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued,
and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning
watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the
Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The
Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed
the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the
entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their
left.
Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared
the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.
Lector
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
People
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 114
Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, *
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,
Judah became God's sanctuary *
and Israel his dominion.

4

The sea beheld it and fled; *
Jordan turned and went back.
The mountains skipped like rams, *
and the little hills like young sheep.
What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? *
O Jordan, that you turned back?
You mountains, that you skipped like rams? *
you little hills like young sheep?
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, *
at the presence of the God of Jacob,
Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water *
and flint-stone into a flowing spring.
The Second Lesson
Romans 14:1-12
Lector
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has
welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that
they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those
who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in
honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ
died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,
"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God."
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Lector
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn 674

“Forgive our sins as we forgive”

Tune: Detroit

The Gospel
Matthew 18:21-35
Celebrant
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Celebrant
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with
his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him;
and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and
forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave
fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he
went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in
anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father
will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
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Celebrant
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Rev. Nick M. Morris-Kliment

The Sermon

The Nicene Creed
All
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People, Form III
Book of Common Prayer, p. 387
If you choose, now is a time to use the chat function to share your petitions and thanksgivings with God and the
community.
Intercessors God our Father we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
All
That we all may be one.
Intercessors Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
All
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
Intercessors We pray for all bishops, priests, deacons and lay ministers;
All
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
Intercessors We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
All
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Intercessors Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
All
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Intercessors Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
All
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Intercessors Give to the departed eternal rest;
All
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
Intercessors We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
All
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
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The Blessing of the Backpacks and Electronic Devices
All
Lead me in your truth, and teach me. (Psalm 25.5)
Celebrant
God of Wisdom, we lift up before you a very strange school year. We don’t know exactly
what to expect, except that it’s not really what we want. Some of us are starting this week, some are
starting the week after, or the week after that. We miss being with our friends, and doing our regular
sports, activities and clubs.
All
Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant
We give you thanks for the rooms in our homes that, for some, will serve as our
classrooms; and for the classrooms in our schools, that will serve as our learning places, for others, and at
other times.
All
Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant
We give you thanks for our parents and grandparents and others who take care of us, who
are also trying to figure out how to work and make sure that we can still go to school.
All
Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant
We give you thanks for our teachers who have worked so hard to be ready for this, and
who would so much rather be with us in person.
All
Lord, hear our prayer.
All
For Wisdom will come into our hearts, and knowledge will be pleasant to our souls.
(Proverbs 2.10)
Celebrant
We ask you to bless our computers and our tablets, our fiber optic networks and internet
connections.
All
Bless us, Lord.
Celebrant
All

We ask you to bless our minds and bodies for learning.
Bless us, Lord.

Celebrant
All

We ask you to bless our teachers with endurance and creativity.
Bless us, Lord.

Celebrant
We ask you to bless us all with patience, flexibility and grace.
Bless us Lord.
Celebrant
And all this we ask in the name of Jesus, who as a child in the Temple showed his longing
to learn about you, and as an adult taught by story and example your great love for us. Amen.
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The Collect after the Prayers
Celebrant
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O
lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements
Offertory Anthem

Sing a New Song
Christ Church (Virtual) Choir and Quartet

Roland Martin (b. 1955)

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your
image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:
Sanctus
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Celebrant Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After
supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery
of faith:
All
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Celebrant
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by
your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
Fraction Anthem
Celebrant
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
All
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Invitation to Spiritual Communion.
Celebrant
The gifts of God for the People of God. Until such time as we can again receive these gifts
together in this place, I invite us to pray this prayer in unison.
All
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in this Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I
love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come now spirtually into my heart. Believing that you have already come, I embrace you and unite
myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
The consecrated elements were buried in our Memorial Garden, returned to the earth from which they came.
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Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant
Let us pray.
All
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food through our earnest prayer for his
presence in our hearts. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love
and serve You, with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Concluding Blessing
Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make the
Celebrant
journey with us. So be swift in love, and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, who made us,
who loves us, and who travels with us be with you now and forever. Amen.
Adapted from the words of Henri Frederic Amiel (1821-1881) for the Diocese of Maine in Convention, 2010
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Hymn 690

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah
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Tune: Cwm Rhondda

The Dismissal
Celebrant
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
People
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
The Holy Dove leads us into the world to help and to heal in Christ’s Name!
Organ Postlude

Prelude and Fugue in G major, BWV 557
attrib. J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
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Prayers of the People
This week in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church of South America
and The Most Revd Gregory James Venables - Presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church of South America & Bishop
of Argentina. Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Alan and Gayle, our Bishops; Amy, Dean of our Cathedral; Carol, our
Regional Canon; and Nick, our priest. Also, our companion parish at St. Luc’s, Lazil, Haiti and
our siblings at the MANNA Community in Boston.
This week in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the parishes of the North Shore Deanery:
Ascension Memorial Church, Ipswich; St. Stephen’s Memorial Church, Lynn;
Emmanuel Chapel, Manchester-by-the-Sea; and, Ministries to the Homeless.
Altar flowers today are given in memory of Natalie Graham.
In the Needham Cycle of Prayer, we pray for First Parish Unitarian-Universalist.
Your prayers are requested for Toph, Bob C. Sr., John, James, Nick M., Gayle, Walter, Bob P., Patsy, Sarah,
Michael, Gail, Thomas, Bob M., Susan, Steve, James, Cynthia, Chuck, Mark, Bill, Ruth, Linda, all singers and
instrumentalists whose ministry is vital at this time, Marianne and family, and Linda Evans. We ask that you give
all cancer fighters comfort in their suffering, shrinking and destroying all cancerous tumors according to your will.
And prayer for all serving our country – especially, remembering Emmy, Jack, Sean, Ian, Colin, Tim and Andrew.
Please email the office with your prayers (office@ccneedham.org)
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LITURGICAL PARTICIPANTS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Participants
The Reverend Nicholas M. Morris-Kliment, Rector/Presider
Phil Bergin: Liturgical Assistant
The Morell/Curran, Brown, Quinlan/Hug, Steinwagner/Carrier,
O’Brien, and Wainwright Households: Dove Kite Fliers
John Cross, Bob Begin, Margaret Pantridge, Gwen Scarborough: Lectors
The Carr Household: Prayers of the People
The Wainwright Household: Blessing of the Backpacks/Electronics
Pamela Goody: Director of Music
Charles W. Raines: Associate Director of Music and Organist
The Christ Church (Virtual) Choir
Christ Church Quartet: Lisa Correnti, Lea Peterson, Grant Furgiuele, and Mark Anderson

Special Thanks To
Ali Heard, Parish Administrator/Production Assistant
Grant Furgiuele, Video Producer/Compiler/Editor
Music reprinted and broadcasted with permission under ONE LICENSE #711740-A. All rights reserved.
We the lord’s people used with permission from Thomas M. Sheehan, Washington National Cathedral
Sing a new song used with permission from St. James Music Press, broadcast license #1106
Page 13 image credit: Life Magazine, December 1994, p. 60
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WORSHIPPING †

CARING † RESPONDING † GIVING
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PARISH STAFF
The Rev. Nicholas M. Morris-Kliment, Rector
Pamela Goody, Director of Music
Charles Raines, Associate Director of Music & Organist
Lea Peterson, Director of Youth Choir Woody Hughes, Facilities Manager
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper Ali Heard, Parish Administrator
ELECTED OFFICERS
Stan Hitron, Warden
Jeff Murphy, Warden
Stefano Migliuolo, Treasurer
David Carnahan, Clerk
Members of the Vestry:
Duncan Allen, Robert Begin, Phil, Bergen, Jim Black, Denise DeGroff, Janet Haines, Bob Keener, Ingrid
Melvin, Michael Niden, Annie Russell, Patty Smith, Joe Sweeney, and Ginny Yerardi.
Assistant Treasurers: Duncan Allen and Janet Haines
OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
1132 Highland Avenue, Needham, MA 02494• (781) 444-1469
Find us online: www.ccneedham.org • Facebook • Youtube
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