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The vestry was called to order at 7:00 pm virtually, once a quorum (2/3) was present.  

Attendance 

Nicholas Morris-
Kliment (Rector) 

X Jeff Murphy 
(Warden) 

X Stan Hitron 
(Warden) 

X Stefano Migliuolo 
(Treasurer) 

X 

Duncan Allen X Jim Black X David Carnahan 
(Clerk) 

X Denise DeGroff  

Janet Haines X Bob Keener X Ingrid Melvin X Michael Niden X 

Annie Russell X Patty   Smith  Joe Sweeney X Ginny Yerardi X 

Bob Begin X       

Worship/Christian Learning Chair: Nick 

Prayer and Formation 
We read the Evening Prayer from the New Zealand Prayer Book, and listened to the Cambridge Singers rendition of 
O Gladdening Light. 
 
Information/Discussion 
Revision of Vestry Statement on Race Relations  
The proposal was left open for review and discussion at the last Vestry meeting.  The version in the Appendix is 

edited from the original version.    The Vestry discussed options around the statement, where such a statement 

belongs, and provide a vision for the actions we should undertake to achieve equality.  After rewriting the motion, 

the Vestry passed a version of the statement as shown in the Action section.  

Gathering  & Reopening--- The team agreed to gather in October and revisit our plans for reopening, but all plans 

are for a virtual Christmas into 2021.  For the current time, all worship will continue as virtual.  Office wise, Phase 

III protocols are in place. Tenant wise, FirstBridge decided not to reopen, and moved out, leaving some child-sized 

furniture.  That space is now available.  Expressions is also now gone from the Church.  Total Eclipse is restarting 

operations.   We will chat with the 12 step groups, Scouts, and Russian culture schools to determine their plans. 

Attendance---Summer fade is evident, we agreed that we will need to re-invigorate the parish to return to the 

virtual services, along with the return to school.   The first few minutes before the services could offer prelude 

music on a loop until the service starts.   The Diocesan instruction is to maintain virtual services for the present 

time.  Sept 13th will showcase a recorded service.   

Resources 

Treasurer’s Report- See Appendix I. Current loss for the year is ~$85,000. 

Actions (10) 

1. Vote on Vestry Statement: A motion was made to adopt the Vestry statement on Racial Inequality, as 

shown in Appendix II. Motion passed 

2. A motion was made to charge the Rector to form a committee to implement the above resolution. Motion 

Passed. 

3. A motion was made to withdraw an amount not to exceed $27,500 to fund the demolition of the 65 

Rosemary St. property from the endowment accounts, to be reimbursed from the proceeds from the sale 

of the property.  Motion passed. 

Parking Lot/Other Business (10) 

Adjourn Meeting adjourned at 9:16 
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Appendix I. Treasurer’s Financial Report 
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Appendix II. Racial Injustice Resolution 
 

Whereas, it is the call of Episcopal Christians by our Baptismal Covenant (BCP, p. 305) to seek and serve Christ in all 

persons loving our neighbor as ourselves; and to strive for justice and peace among all people, respecting the 

dignity of every human being; and Whereas, we believe that all humans are created in the Divine Image (Genesis 

1.27-28); and 

Whereas, it is the call of all Christians to be “ministers of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5.18);  

Therefore, the Vestry of Christ Church, Needham, Massachusetts, as leaders of this Christian community, 

acknowledges the inequity of racism.  

In response, we will exert ourselves beyond our convenience to love our neighbors as ourselves by prayerfully: 

~committing to exploration, listening, and reflection to understand the nature and sources of these sins.  

~committing to engage in just actions and practices which promote the equality and dignity of all people. 

 

Appendix III.  Virtual attendance metrics 
 
Live 
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