The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2020 at 9 a.m.
Morning Prayer
Watch the live service here

Loving God and neighbor, 125 years and counting...

Prelude
Hymn 398

I sing the almighty power of God
Music: Forest Green, English melody
adapt and harm. Ralph Vaughn Williams (1872-1958)

2

Opening Sentence
Enriching Our Worship, p. 19
We give you thanks, O God, we give you thanks, calling upon your Name and declaring all
Officiant
your wonderful deeds. Psalm 75:1
Enriching Our Worship, pp. 19-20
Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins to God.
Officiant
A moment of silence is observed.
Please kneel as able and space permits.
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our
All
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive,
restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve
only your will. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Officiant
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.
The Invitatory and Psalter
O God, let our mouths proclaim your praise.
Officiant
And your glory all day long.
People
All
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.
Enriching Our Worship, pp. 22-23
Invitatory Psalm 63:1-8
The Invitatory psalm is read responsively, breaking at the asterisk (*).
God is the Rock of our salvation: O come let us worship.
Officiant
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a barren and dry land where there is no
water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.
For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *
my lips shall give you praise.
So will I bless you as long as I live *
and lift up my hands in your Name.
My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
When I remember you upon my bed, *
and meditate on you in the night watches.
For you have been my helper, *
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
My soul clings to you; *
your right hand holds me fast.
God is the Rock of our salvation: O come let us worship.
Officiant
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Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Read responsively, breaking at the asterisk (*).
Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.
Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.
Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
Search for the LORD and his strength; *
continually seek his face.
Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.
He is the LORD our God; *
his judgments prevail in all the world.
He has always been mindful of his covenant, *
the promise he made for a thousand generations:
The covenant he made with Abraham, *
the oath that he swore to Isaac,
Which he established as a statute for Jacob, *
an everlasting covenant for Israel,
Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan *
to be your allotted inheritance."
Hallelujah!
All
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever. Amen.
The Epistle
Romans 8:26-39
Lector
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called;
and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold
his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will
bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? As it is written,“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as
sheep to be slaughtered.”
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No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Lector
All
Thanks be to God.
A Song of Wisdom (Wisdom 10:15-19,20b-21)
Enriching Our Worship, p. 30
Read responsively, breaking at the asterisk (*).
Wisdom freed from a nation of oppressors *
a holy people and a blameless race.
She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, *
withstood dread rulers with wonders and signs.
To the saints she gave the reward of their labors, *
and led them by a marvelous way;
She was their shelter by day *
and a blaze of stars by night.
She brought them across the Red Sea, *
she led them through mighty waters;
But their enemies she swallowed in the waves *
and spewed them out from the depths of the abyss.
And then, Lord, the righteous sang hymns to your Name, *
and praised with one voice your protecting hand;
For Wisdom opened the mouths of the mute, *
and gave speech to the tongues of a new-born people.
All
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.
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Hymn 383

Fairest Lord Jesus

Music: St. Elizabeth
harm. Thomas Tertius Noble (1867-1953)

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52
The Gospel
Preacher
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it
is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.”
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
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“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So
it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who
has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Preacher
All
Thanks be to God.
The Rev. Laurie Rofinot

The Homily
A moment of silent reflection follows the homily.

Book of Common Prayer, p. 96
The Apostles’ Creed
Please stand, as able and comfortable.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
All
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
The Prayers
Please stand or kneel or sit, as able and comfortable.
Hear our cry, O God.
Officiant
And listen to our prayer.
People
Let us pray.
Officiant
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
All
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Enriching Our Worship, p. 42

Suffrages
V. Help us, O God our Savior;
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
V. Look upon your congregation;
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.
V. Declare your glory among the nations;
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R. And your wonders among all peoples.
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life
The Collects (Prayers)
Collect of the Day
Officiant
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is
holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass
through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for the President of the United States and all in Civil Authority
Book of Common Prayer, p. 820
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation
Officiant
to your merciful care, that, being guided by your Providence, we may dwell secure in your peace. Grant to
the President of the United States, the Governor of this Commonwealth, and to all in authority, wisdom
and strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, and make
them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.
A Collect for the Power of the Spirit Among the People of God
Officiant
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you
provide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Revive us
to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal
neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and however we gather,
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be
restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Written by Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church Michael Curry and Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America Elizabeth Eaton. In addition to expressing a shared desire for renewal in a troubling
time, the collect also commemorates nearly 20 years of full communion between The Episcopal Church and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. To be prayed through the first Sunday in September.
Intercessions and Thanksgivings
The people offer their prayers and thanksgivings silently or aloud or using the chat feature on Facebook.
Book of Common Prayer, p. 101
The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
All
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of
glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may
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show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
Officiant
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are
gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O God, our desires and
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come
life everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Officiant
Thanks be to God.
People
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Hymn 400 ( v 1, 4, 7)

All creatures of our God and king
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Music: Lasst uns erfreune /
Adapt. R. Vaughan Williams

Concluding Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
Officiant
knowledge and love of God, and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord. And the blessing of God Almighty —
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — be with you, and remain with you and those you love, now and always.
Amen.
Postlude
The hymns this week are a gift of Duff and Becky Lingard.
Prayers of the People
This week in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea and
The Most Revd Allan Migi - Archbishop of Papua New Guinea. Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Alan and
Gayle, our Bishops; Amy, Dean of our Cathedral; Carol, our Regional Canon; and Nick, our priest.
Also, our companion parish at St. Luc’s, Lazil, Haiti and our siblings at the MANNA Community in
Boston.
This week in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray the Parishes of the Mystic Valley Deanery:
Church of the Good Shepherd, Reading; St. John’s Church, Saugus; Emmanuel Church, Wakefield;
and, The Third Order, Society of St. Francis.
Altar flowers today are given in memory of:
Richard Davies by Irma Davies
Diana Grey Higgins by Sue Higgins
In the Needham Cycle of Prayer, we pray for Good Shepherd Christian Fellowship and Congregation
Ruach Israel.
Your prayers are requested for Sarah, Michael, Gail, Thomas, Bob, Susan, Steve, James, Cynthia, Chuck,
Mark, Bill, Ruth, Linda, all singers and instrumentalists whose ministry is vital at this time, John, James,
Nick M., Gayle, Marianne and family, Linda Evans, and for all serving our country – especially,
remembering Sean, Ian, Jack, Colin, Tim and Andrew.
Please email your prayers to the office (office@ccneedham.org).
Thank you to those who assisted in the service today!
Steve Sussman, Piano
Vocalists: Lea Peterson, Grant Furgiuele, Mark Anderson
And others to be named on air!
If you are interested in assisting during virtual worship, please email the office (office@ccneedham.org).
Music reprinted and broadcasted with permission under ONE LICENSE # 7117410-A. All rights reserved.
Page 9 image credit: Life Magazine, December 1994, p. 60
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WORSHIPPING † CARING † RESPONDING † GIVING

PARISH STAFF
The Rev. Nicholas M. Morris-Kliment, Rector
Pamela Goody, Director of Music Charles Raines, Associate Director of Music & Organist
Lea Peterson, Director of Youth Choir Woody Hughes, Facilities Manager
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper Ali Heard, Parish Administrator
ELECTED OFFICERS
Stan Hitron, Warden
Jeff Murphy, Warden
Stefano Migliuolo, Treasurer
David Carnahan, Clerk
Members of the Vestry: Duncan Allen, Robert Begin, Jim Black, Denise DeGroff,
Janet Haines, Bob Keener, Ingrid Melvin, Michael Niden,
Annie Russell, Patty Smith, Joe Sweeney, and Ginny Yerardi.
Assistant Treasurers: Duncan Allen and Janet Haines
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
1132 Highland Avenue, Needham, MA 02494• 781-444-1469
Find us online: www.ccneedham.org • Facebook • YouTube
12

