February/March/April 2020—Lent/Easter

RENEWING OUR LIVES IN CHRIST: LENT, EASTER, SABBATICAL
As I write this, the season of
Epiphany is coming to an end.
Lent preparations for the joyous
celebration of new life in Christ
at Easter are on the horizon.
Each of us in our Baptisms is
called to a renewing life of faith.
In that spirit, I write to share in
this Visitor the news that I
shared at Annual Meeting: I will
be taking a three-month
sabbatical from May 18 to
August 17. The word
The Rev. Nicholas
“sabbatical” comes from the
Morris-Kliment, Rector
same root as “sabbath,” which
means “to rest” or “to cease” from activity. God built
sabbath into the very structure of creation (Genesis 2.3).
Jesus himself emphasized the importance of Sabbath
for human flourishing (Mark 2:27-28).
For clergy, sabbatical is a time away from parish
routines in order to rest, reflect and prepare. Priests
who have been in full-time service in the Diocese for at
least seven years, and have served for more than five
years in a single parish, are eligible for this time. I have
served in the Diocese for 18 years and at Christ Church
for five and half years. The pastoral and worship needs
of the parish will be covered by a sabbatical priest, using
resources set aside by the Vestry since my arrival in
accordance with my letter of agreement.

theme: “Refreshing and Retooling to lead a Changing
Church.”
I’ll be in Greece with family helping Jamie to lead a
school trip—certainly refreshing but also exertion. Time
at an Ignatian retreat center on the North Shore (https://
easternpoint.org/) and at the Taizé Community in
central France (https://www.taize.fr/en) will present
opportunities to sink deeply and intentionally into the
presence of God, both in solitude and in worship with
Christian pilgrims from around the world. A Royal
School of Church Music choir camp at Duke University
(http://carolinarscm.org/) will allow me to return in an
intensive way to an important source of my continuing
conversion in Christ: choral singing of sacred music. A
mid-career assessment offered by the Center for Career
Development and Ministry (http://www.ccdmin.org/
programs/) will present an opportunity to reflect on
areas of demonstrated strength and needed growth as I
contemplate the next decade of my ministry and ways
to lead Christ Church more effectively. I also plan to
read books on Church leadership recommended by
colleagues.

Finally, on a slightly different note: like many in our
country, I am alarmed by the widening culture war
tearing our nation apart, and of a call within me to be a
repairer of the breach (Isaiah 58.12). The ministry of
reconciliation has been given to the Church by God in
Christ (2 Corinthians 5:18). I believe the Church needs to
be much more active in such attempts at reconciliation,
With financial support from the Diocese, I will be able to and to be ready with tools to engage in that work. To
that end, I will train on line and by conference call with
engage in a variety of activities that will prepare me to
Better Angels (https://www.better-angels.org) to learn
lead Christ Church into the next phase of our life
together. The sabbatical time will refresh my rootedness how to bring people together across the political and
cultural divide.
in Jesus Christ, not based on productivity and
performance, but on renewal and relationship and help
me to be a more effective priest. The sabbatical will also And, importantly, I have in the sabbatical roughly 50
days of nothing in particular planned other than what
be a time to acquire some new tools for ministry in
Christ’s name. I’m reminded of the aphorism that goes, family life entails! Having said that, I also look forward
“I’m so busy cutting wood, I don’t have time to sharpen to reading novels, which I have recently discovered that
my saw.” As I have planned it, the sabbatical is an alloy I enjoy. I’m interested in what novels have been enjoyed
by you in the parish. If you are so inclined, please email
of unstructured and structured time, of relaxation and
me your recommendations with “My Favorite Novel” in
pursuit of personal interests, of “wasting time with
the subject line. I cannot promise I will get to all of them,
God” (as a monk friend calls proper “down time”) and
but I look forward to these recommendations as one of
learning for ministry. This admixture is distributed
the ways the congregation can support my sabbatical
through the time in a variety of ways that defy simple
time.
categorization. Overall the sabbatical engages this
(Continued on page four)
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Vestry met on February 18 with five new
members who were voted in at the Annual
Meeting. We are moving forward on creating
a buildable lot out of 65/61 Rosemary. After
favorable comments in consultation with
Diocesan Real Estate Advisory Committee, a
request to sell parish land was sent to the
Standing Committee of the Diocese which
meets in early March to consider our request.
From the Real Estate Advisory Committee
chair feedback, we expect a favorable
response. Thanks to Phil Trussell, Joe
Leghorn, Mike Niden, Tim Lysaght and others
on the Property Committee for their good
work in shepherding this complicated
process.
We also heard from the Organ Fundraising
Committee who is planning a vigorous
campaign to meet our goal of $125,000 for a
new organ to sustain our worship and to
honor the 125th Anniversary of Christ Church
loving God and neighbor in Needham and
beyond. Fundraising materials will be sent
out soon. Mark your calendar for the March
29th Parish Fundraising Kickoff Luncheon.
For more details on Vestry activities, please
see the February meeting minutes which are
attached to the weekly eblast and in a binder
outside the office by the time you read this.
Looking forward to Nick’s sabbatical, we met
the Rev. Laurie Rufinot, the priest who will be
filling in for Nick while he is away. We found
her to be a warm, approachable person with
strong pastoral experience. We discussed
many of the contingencies that need to be
considered with Nick away and are confident
that she will do a good job in leading worship
and, along with your wardens, making sure
pastoral needs are met and the office runs

smoothly. We will have a detailed plan for
coverage in the months to come.
Still looking forward to the nearer future, we
are preparing for our Annual Vestry retreat
the first full weekend in March. We will be
building our Vestry community and
“Refreshing and Retooling” for the
challenges ahead of running a one clergyperson parish. With our new members
consisting of a mix of veteran and first-time
Vestry, we look forward to the new energy
and new ideas they will bring to managing
and growing the parish.

Stan Hitron, Warden

As Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians
There are different kinds of gifts, but the
same Spirit distributes them. There are
different kinds of service, but the same
Lord. There are different kinds of working,
but in all of them and in everyone it is the
same God at work. Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good.

Jeff Murphy, Warden

With our new Vestry coming together and
with your help, we hope to build and sustain
a parish with numerous opportunities for all
of us to discover the unique gift that the
Spirit has given to us because of our faith in
Jesus Christ. We hope that you will be
inspired to become more engaged in your
parish community and to learn how we all
can be God’s light and hands in the world.
...One hundred and twenty-five years and
counting.
Your Wardens,
Stan Hitron and Jeff Murphy

Sadly, our facilities manager, Ken Cook, will be leaving Christ Church. He and his wife will
be moving to Florida: his last day is April 2. The HR team will coordinate the search for his
replacement. We have posted the job description and are expecting to have someone in
place to shadow Ken before he leaves.
Ken has been a wonderful and effective member of the staff and has served the parish
well; we will miss him. As is our tradition for departing staff, we will collect a purse as a
token of our gratitude for his time among us. Please make the check out to Christ Church
with “Ken Cook” purse in the memo line by March 16. Please be sure to stop by, call, or
drop a line to thank Ken for his kind and generous service to this parish.
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Ken Cook, Sexton

Dear Christ Church Family,
The year is whizzing by, for here we are in the Lenten season. Lent and Easter
offer rich, heartfelt music that stirs the soul. We hope the music that the
Youth and Adult Choirs present will enhance your worship at Christ Church,
wherever you are along your spiritual journey.
Here is a timeline of the services as well as a sampling of music you will hear
this March and April:
•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•

March 1: Lent 1 begins with The Great Litany. Guest organist, Laura
Hargrove. ‘Sweet Spirit, Comfort Me’ by C.R. Thoburn
March 8: “I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes” by I. Higginson
March 15: Youth Choir sings the traditional spiritual, “Wade in the
Water,” arranged by their choral Director, Lea Peterson. Adult Choir:
“There is a Balm in Gilead” by G. Near. Guest flutist, Bruce Goody, plays
“By Still Waters He Leads Me” and “Sing to the Lord a New Song,” both by
C. Callahan.
March 22: Adult Choir sings, “Love Bade Me Welcome,” by R. Martin.
Also, a quartet with Kim Lysaght, Myra Anderson, David Keener and Mark
Anderson, sing, “These are They Which Follow the Lamb” (from Rev. 14”45) by J. Goss.

April 5: Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday. ‘Hosanna to the Son of
David.’ March 29: Youth Choir sings, under the direction of Lea Peterson.
April 9: Maundy Thursday, 6:30pm simple meal in Upper Parish Hall,
followed by 7:00pm service in the Sanctuary of the Main Church. Foot/
hand washing is offered to those who wish to follow in the footsteps of
Jesus and His Disciples. “Pange Lingua,” arranged by our Associate Music
Director and Organist, Charles Raines and “Ubi Caritas” (where charity
and love are, God is there) by Ola Gjeilo are featured.
April 10: Good Friday.
At 12noon a service will be held in the main Sanctuary.
At 7:30pm, we present a truly unique Tenebrae (Shadows) service. Christ
Church is the only church in town that offers this amazing service! In a
candlelit Sanctuary, the service is set in a Lessons and Carols format,
where there are several readings, followed by an anthem. Candles are
slowly extinguished, until we are in complete darkness. Thunder,
lightning and 33 chimes, depict Jesus’ last day on earth. This is the most
dramatic service of the liturgical year.
(Note: This service is not for young children or
those who are uncomfortable in the dark or easily
startled by noise.)
April 12: Easter Sunday:
Two services in the main Sanctuary:
9am and 11am. Trumpeters, Mike Peipman and
Keith Kostick, along with Bruce Goody, flutist are
playing for this joyous occasion. Alleluia!
Upcoming on May 3:
Choir Appreciation Sunday for Youth and Adult
Choirs and New Organ Preparation Day.
Stay tuned! Peace,
Pam

The best kept secret in
Needham!
Friday, April 10:
7:30pm
Thunder, lightning, darkness
and stillness are all part of
the dramatic story of the
Passion. Experience, firsthand, the re-telling of Christ’s
last moments on earth. On
Good Friday, April 10th, the
public is invited to Christ
Episcopal Church for its
Tenebrae service
(“Shadows”). Through
scripture, prayer and choral
anthems, you will be swept
up in the awesomeness of the
moment. Christ Church is the
ONLY church that presents
this unique program. Guest
flutist, Bruce Goody.
Please note: due to the
dramatic nature of the
program, this evening’s
service is not appropriate for
young children or those who
are easily startled.
Tenebrae Service will be held
in the Sanctuary and is
handicap accessible. For
information, please call the
church office: 781-444-1469

Pam Goody,
Music Director
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Women’s Dinner Night Out!
Wednesday, March 3rd at 6:30pm

No cooking required! Dinner is served at District
118 Kitchen and Bar located at 118 Needham
Street in Newton! Please contact Donna Vello to
let her know if you are able to attend so a
reservation can be made. donna.vello@gmail.com
or 617-584-2939

Men’s Dinner at Echo
Bridge Restaurant
Wednesday, March 25 at 7pm

Join us for another fun evening of conversation,
camaraderie and delicious food! Men’s group
monthly fellowship will be meeting this month at
Echo Bridge Restaurant and all men are welcome.
Echo Bridge is located at 1068 Chestnut St,
Newton Upper Falls.
Bring a friend; bring cash for your share. We
divide the dinner and liquor checks. Need a ride?
Please let Bill Eichhold know.
F

For reservations, please RSVP to
Bill Eichhold weichh@yahoo.com

Save the Date!
Spring Luncheon for
Seniors
Sunday, April 26, 2020

A luncheon for Seniors will be held on Sunday,
April 26th following the 10am worship service.
This lovely event is being sponsored by the
Pastoral Response Ministry team. Invitations will
be mailed soon.

Renewing Our Lives in
Christ: Lent, Easter,
Sabbatical
(Continued from page one)

Lest one think the parish ship will be adrift, the
Vestry will be doing its own “refreshing and
retooling,” beginning with our retreat in early
March. We have a strong and faithful Vestry and
excellent Wardens. Sabbatical time is meant to be
a time of renewal and learning for both clergy and
congregation. I expect that when I return, we will
be ready to prepare for a lively beginning to the
program year and a longer-term vision under
development.
On Sunday, May 17 there will be a special part in
the liturgy to start the sabbatical. This liturgical
moment will be not only for me and my family, but
also for the congregation, clergy and lay
leadership during the sabbatical time. The Rev.
Laurie Rofinot will be our Sabbatical Priest (see
page 5). In addition, the Rev. Jennifer McCracken
has agreed to be on call in collaboration with
Laurie in case of deaths for which the parish would
benefit from the ministrations of a clergy person
who is well-known and who has a long history with
the parish.
I want to thank the Sabbatical Advisory Team of
Dave Carnahan, John Carr, Barbara Murphy, and
Linnea Wren, who have helped me greatly to make
sure this time benefits both me and the
congregation. And I’m deeply grateful to Jeff
Murphy and Stan Hitron, our Wardens, for their
strong leadership as we to put together a plan that
will allow this time to go as smoothly as possible.
Until then, however, we walk the holy path of Lent
together, and we will share the joy of most of
Eastertide as well. We begin with Ash Wednesday
(see service times on page 6) and continue with a
variety of Lenten devotional practices to prepare
ourselves for the Resurrection of Jesus and the
renewal of life which he promises. (see page 5) We
will continue to joyfully plan the reimagining of
the music with which we glorify God in our new
Organ (see page 10). We will send our youth into
lower Manhattan to serve Christ in those on the
margins (see page 9). We’ll honor our Seniors with
a Spring Senior Luncheon (see page 4). In all this
and more, we continue to love God and our
neighbors, as we have been doing for a century
and a quarter. Into God’s bountiful future, we walk
together.
Faithfully,
Nick+
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Living Well Through
Lent 2020
Practicing Courage with All
Your Heart, Soul, Strength,
and Mind
Interested in learning to live your life with
more courage this Lent? Of living bravely in a
time that calls for us to stand against spiritual,
verbal, and physical violence? The daily
meditations in this booklet—available on-line
or outside the office in booklet form—can get
us started living with more heart and courage
in a time that calls forth our best selves. Pick
up a copy from the Upper Parish Hall, in the
Narthex of the Main Church, or in front of the
office. Visit LivingCompass.org/Lent to learn
more or to sign-up for daily emails.

Visit LivingCompass.org/Lent to learn
more or to sign up.

I will be taking vacation time beginning the evening
of March 15 and returning for church on Sunday,
March 29. I’ll be in Scotland for the first half (land of
some of my forebears on my mother’s side) and
Prague for the second half (the city where my father
was born.) Our supply preacher will be the Rev. Elise
Feyerherm, Ph.D. Associate Rector at St. Paul’s in
Brookline. In case of a pastoral emergency, the Rev.
Jennifer McCracken will be on call.

Lent-to-Go boxes, blessed
in the Church, for those
who were not able to get to
Ash Wednesday services.
They will also contain aids
to prayer and reflection for
the season of Lent.

March 22: The Rev. Elise Feyerherm, Ph.D., is
Associate Rector at St. Paul’s in Brookline, and
an old friend and colleague of Nick’s; they were
confirmed as adults together many years ago.
Her ministries have taken her from New
England to the Mid-West and back, and have
included high school, college, and seminary
teaching, as well as parish ministry. Currently,
in addition to her work at St. Paul’s, Elise serves
as professor and mentor to the Anglican/
Episcopal Community at the Boston University
School of Theology.
April 26: The Rev. Laurie Rofinot has been a
priest in our diocese since 1987 and has had a
rich and varied "career," serving a dozen
congregations as a rector, priest-in-charge,
assistant, interim, college chaplain, and
hospital chaplain—even as an interim Lutheran
pastor. Now she is a dedicated supply and
sabbatical priest, filling in where needed, and
greatly enjoying leading worship with good
people like you! With roots in the Pacific
Northwest (Spokane and Seattle, WA), Laurie
met her husband Pat Michaels in Minneapolis
and they moved to the Boston area in the early
1980s. (Pat is the long-time Music Director at St.
James's, Cambridge, having out-lasted at least
10 rectors and interim priests!) They've lived in
the same house in Davis Square, Somerville, for
over 25 years, and they visit their adult
daughter, who now lives in Minneapolis,
whenever possible.

Page 5 / The Visitor /February-March-April 2020 Lent/Easter

Ash Wednesday Worship, February 26

7:30am “Ashes to Go” at Hersey Commuter Rail Platform
Noon and 7:00pm Liturgy with Homily and Impositions of
Ashes (Chapel)

Lent Worship Notes:
We have a wonderful choir who gives
their time and talent throughout the
year. The choir consists of mostly
volunteer singers, with the addition of
four paid section leaders to round it out.
The result is stunningly beautiful music.
Each year, the section leaders are paid
through private donations from
parishioners like you. Please consider
donating money in any amount to the
Section Leader Fund so that we can
continue growing our music program.
Give the gift of music, in honor or in
memory of a loved one. It’s the perfect
birthday or anniversary gift for the
person who doesn’t want material
things. With a donation, the choir will
sing one of your favorite anthems.
Thank you to our many donors who give
to this essential ministry throughout the
year. We appreciate your support.
Simply write your check payable to:
Christ Episcopal Church. In the memo
section, write “Section Leaders.”
Thank you!
Pam Goody

All Services: Our Sunday liturgy (“work of the people”)
undergoes changes for Lent. Notable are beginnings and
endings. Marking the season as one of introspection and
repentance, the first Sunday of Lent begins with the Great
Litany. The Great Litany is a long prayer petitioning God for
protection from the sin and brokenness plaguing us personally
and corporately. We pray also for the six categories of humanity
called for in our Prayer Book: the whole Church, its members
and its mission; our nation and those in authority; the welfare of
the world; the concerns of our local community; those who
suffer or are in trouble; and those who have died.
The rest of the Sundays in Lent will begin with the Penitential
Order. This rite puts first and foremost our intention to take
responsibility for our mistakes, as well as our need for God’s love
and mercy. We refrain from saying “Alleluia” throughout Lent.
At the 10am service: The Choir and Altar party will enter in
silence through the door by the lectern, pause for a few
moments, then lead the opening hymn. At the end of the service,
the Choir will sing the final hymn standing in place. After the
hymn, the choir will remain standing, as the Verger leads the
crucifer and clergy down the center aisle to the Narthex in
silence. The preacher will give the dismissal: “Let us bless the
Lord;” the congregation will respond, “Thanks be to God.” No
Alleluia response. The choir will then sit in the choir stalls. The
congregation is then invited to remain in silence to enjoy a short
postlude. These features are meant to lead us to greater
simplicity and introspection in our worship, in keeping with the
Lenten tradition of re-centering ourselves on God.

Holy Week and Easter Worship
Palm Sunday, April 5

8:15am, 10:00am and 5:30pm; Passion Play; Choir & Palm
Procession at 10am Service

Holy Wednesday, April 8

7:00am Stations of the Cross in the Main Church

Maundy Thursday, April 9

6:30pm Simple Supper at the Altar steps in the Main Church
7:00pm Main Church Chancel Maundy Thursday Liturgy with
Choir, Homily, and Footwashing

Good Friday, April 10

Prayer Book Liturgy with homily, simple song, pre-sanctified
Communion,
Noon in the Chancel of Main Church
7:30pm Tenebrae in the Main Church

Easter Sunday, April 12

9:00am and 11:00am Festive Choral Eucharist with hymns and
brass in Main Church.
10:15am Easter Egg Hunt
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Over 60 people were in attendance at Annual Meeting on
February 9th where a lovely luncheon was organized and
served by Stan and Emilie Hitron. Julia & Nardin Baker (right
- bottom photo) were awarded the Annual Giraffe Award for
their dedicated service to Christ Church.

All in Favor say...
•

Stan Hitron will
continue his service
as a Warden serving
alongside Jeff
Murphy.

•

Stefano Migliuolo
will serve as our new
Treasurer.

•

Dave Carnahan
continues as Clerk.

Dave Carnahan

Stefano Migliuolo

Welcome to our new Vestry members! Each serves for three years. (l-r) Thank you Duncan Allen, Bob
Begin, Jim Black, Joe Sweeney and Ginny Yerardi for offering your time and talent to Christ Church.

The Untalent Show—a huge success! Thanks to all who make this enjoyable event
happen each year; from Tim and Kim Lysaght who spearhead the day—with Tim & Katie
Lysaght keeping us laughing/groaning with lame jokes all while setting up for the next
performance, to Kristen Auffermann for decorating, and to Amy and Joe Sweeney for
making the pancakes to feed us all!
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In the beginning of November, I had the opportunity
to attend the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts’
234th Annual Convention as a lay delegate. Being so
new to the church as well as to the Episcopal faith
itself, I was definitely feeling very unsure of both the
process and my role in the convention. But, my
nerves were for naught, because there was help every
step of the way, from an easy on-line registration
process to convenient pre-convention forum dates,
not to mention the wealth of information provided
online about both the process and content of the
convention. Carpooling into the Back Bay Events
Center with convention veterans Rev. Nick, Rev.
Heidi, and Annie Russell was reassuring and fun—and
a great chance to get to know each other a little
more.
A particular high point for me was hearing Rev. Alan
Gates emphasize specific elements of The Way of
Love: Practices for Jesus Centered Life. Rev. Gates
reminded us that the core set of practices, Turn,
Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, and Rest, are not
simply parts of a program or curriculum to follow, but
are indeed the foundational practices of Christian
faith that have “grounded us, nourished us, and
guided us for over 200 years.” Rev. Gates spoke
powerfully about the need to Go and “cross
boundaries” and “listen, truly listen, without
judgment” to those who may have very differing
opinions than your own. I was very struck by his
repeated use of the word “listen.” It is still with me
today; am I truly listening or just hearing?
A second highlight was the report from the 20’s and

30’s Task Force, a group who
surveyed 130 young adults over
countless hours in a variety of
formats in order to learn how the
church community is and is not
connecting with people in their
20’s and 30’s.

Amy Sweeney

One young man, a former Catholic, spoke emotionally
about how he found a new “home” in our diocese; he
mentioned phrases like feeling welcomed, feeling like
family, feeling seen and valued. He was drawn to the
traditions he remembered and to the inclusivity he
had missed, and he was struck by the focus on love,
on connections to God and others, and to the vibrant
and active ministries all around him. I sat listening to
him and thought…you’ve just described Christ
Church, my new church. It was powerful.
Having a chance to be a part of the voting process of
our Diocese was an important responsibility,
particularly as there was one complicated resolution
over which the debate could have easily continued on
for hours. I appreciated all those who had the
courage to stand up and speak openly about their
beliefs and in doing so, allowing the rest of us in
attendance to listen and learn about differing
perspectives. It was the most important part of the
day for me and I encourage anyone who has not yet
taken the opportunity to act as a lay delegate to
strongly consider doing so. You will be supported,
you will be valued, and you will be moved.
~ Amy

Circle of Hope
Drop-off hours:

Hours:

For more information and tickets visit
www.circleofhopeonline.org

Monday
9am-11am
Tuesday
9am-11am
3pm-5pm
Wednesday
9am-11am
3pm-5pm
Thursday
9am-11am
Saturday
(Sept-June)
9am-11am
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Christ Church is proud to support an organization call Refugee Immigration
Ministry (RIM). RIM was originally founded in 1986 as an Interfaith Ministry
offering spiritual care to those in detention facilities. The program
expanded to become a multi-faith, multi-cultural, community-based
program, which helps uprooted people find their faith and begin the
process of rebuilding their lives in a new country.
RIM is extremely effective due to the procedures and structures the
directors have put in place. For example, each client must be represented
by a lawyer and each is given a medical check-up and all necessary
vaccinations. An on-staff case manager personally oversees the cases,
coordinating and ensuring continual steps toward independence for every
client. Clients are connected with others sharing their same faith and
cultural practices, are given free classes to learn English, as well as
counseling, transportation, job readiness skills, and assistance in finding
and starting employment.

A big thank you to all those
who contributed to the
MANNA mylar blanket drive.
Thanks to your generosity, we
were able to send a total of
950 blankets to the MANNA
community at the Cathedral,
just in time for the cold
weather.

Over 80 churches in Massachusetts support RIM, and there are currently
nine “clusters” that make up RIM’s infrastructure. Clusters are currently in
Arlington/Cambridge, Chelmsford/Lowell, Lexington, Marblehead, MetroNorth, Newton-Brookline, North Shore and MetroWest.
Please visit http://www.r-i-m.net/Programs.html#cluster to learn more
about Refugee Immigration Ministry.

Led by Sandy Kastantin and Michael Niden, the Christ Church Youth Group
is planning a trip to NYC’s Lower East Side for the NHS Spring Break. We
will be traveling from Monday, April 20th to Thursday, April 24th. And will
be staying at Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish and Hostel.

Come join us in the
Memorial Room at 8:00am
for a structured but
informal time of prayer
and conversation ending
at 8:45am. An opening
prayer, conversation about
Scripture and our lives, an
opportunity to connect
with one another and God.
The group is currently
reading, The Lord and His
Prayer, by N.T. Wright.
Please contact Nick with
questions at
nick@ccneedham.org or
781-444-1469, ext. 113

Last November at City Reach, I met Beverly Tricco, who serves as the Youth
Minister at Old Ship Church in Hingham. They are Unitarian Universalists.
Old Ship Church visited Trinity last spring and had a very positive
experience. We felt this would be a great opportunity to build a shared
understanding of the two faith communities. We also felt the kids would
have more fun.
We have two days of service. Our mission will
include feeding the homeless as well as serving in a
food pantry. We plan to take in some of the sites in
NYC . We will ask the kids to come up with some
ideas and help guide them to consensus.
On Sunday, March 1st, the Youth Group will be
creating their own room off of Lower Parish Hall.
The project will start with painting the room after
workers at Trinity
Sunday service. We will use this time to brainstorm Youth
Lower East Side
the April mission trip. This room will include
Lutheran Church N.Y.C.
couches, games, etc. Please join us and bring your
painting clothing. The more the merrier. Any question please contact
Michael Niden 781-801-2151 or michaelniden@comcast.net
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What do you give a church for their 125th
birthday? In honor of our church’s 125th
birthday, the Vestry has voted to install a new
organ over the summer—a gift from all of us
to all of us and those who come after us.
Alleluia!

Our new Meta Virtual Pipe Organ will include
a state of the art sound system, a powerful
Windows-based computer, MIDI organ
hardware in a custom-built, hand crafted,
wooden console and software that will fill our
sanctuary with the precisely recreated sound
of one of nine different historic pipe organs,
Nick noted in his letter to the parish at the
all at a fraction of the cost of restoring our
end of January that our current organ is well current organ. Acoustic pipe organs are
past its “sell by” date. It has been failing for recorded pipe by pipe to create these
some time, but as Jean McCarthy observed
“sample sets,” recording the natural reverb of
during the Annual Meeting, you wouldn’t
the room where the sample organ lives. Our
guess it given the extreme skill and
church in Needham will be transported to
gymnastics of our Organist and Associate
churches and cathedrals around the world
Music Director Charles Raines in skipping
with the touch of a button. One of the organs
over bad keys (read: failed pipes). The new
in our sample is the Aeolian-Skinner organ
organ from Meta Organworks will be
from First Covenant Church in Oakland, CA,
designed specifically for our space, custom- most closely resembling our current organ.
built to fill every nook and cranny with the
Another is the Fr. Willis organ in Hereford
same sound quality and character of a grand Cathedral for a rich English sound. Be on the
pipe organ. How you hear and feel the organ lookout for more information on all nine of
will no longer depend on where you sit!
the organs that will be at our fingertips come
September!

Dan Lemieux,
Creator and Artistic
Director of Meta
Organworks

(Use this link to hear Meta Organ builder Dan Lemieux discussing the nuances of the virtual sound with a
church music director: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VV_iC4zwlFM&feature=youtu.be)

Located in Upper Parish Hall, you will
find a descriptive and pictorial timeline
on foam boards of the history of our
church. This is to commemorate and celebrate 125
years of Christ Church. Take time to peruse the
history, learn what our founders went through to
form the church, see photos of those who have
gone before, and see and read about activities of
the parish through the years and come away with
ideas to grow us into the future. Studying the
posters you will find out what three buildings
comprised our first church; what is buried in the
cornerstones of the chapel and main church; who
won a trophy on our 100th anniversary; who are
the good cooks in the parish; which of the many
outreach services in which you can participate.

A special thank you to Nancy Stern for this
huge and time-consuming project of
gathering all the information and materials
and for creating this detailed timeline!
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Natural Resources and Solarize Mass Plus Needham Event, March 15, 11:30am-1:30pm
This month The Community Gallery is featuring an exhibit
that highlights art that celebrates our Mother Earth, looks
at climate change and explores the use of recycled and
natural materials in the making of art. Please join us for our
Green Team reception on March 15th from 11:30am1:30pm to meet the artists and view demonstrations of
Green Energy opportunities from a variety of vendors in
addition to art demonstrations using recycled materials.
Vendors from the Town of Needham’s program, Solarize
Mass Plus Needham will be on hand to talk with you
about rooftop solar, air source heat pumps (which heat
and cool a home using electricity), and electric and plug-in
hybrid cars. You will meet representatives from Boston
Solar, N.E.T.R and the Green Energy Consumers Alliance
Drive Green program. They will share information on these
three technologies and to talk with you about possibilities
for your home.

Featured Artists
Hilary Hanson Bruel
Ron Dennenberg
Judith Dernberg
Daniel DesPlaines
Pamela Goody
Tom King
Paul LaFleche
David LaFleche
Jeanne McCarthy
Lucy Nims-LaFleche
Marguerite Swartz
Tenzin
Lia Vito
Kathleen Wells
Each Community Art Gallery show chooses a charity to
donate the proceeds of sales to. For the current art show a
portion of all sales from the gallery will go to: WaterAid.org
“WaterAid is a non-profit determined to make clean water,
reliable toilets and good hygiene normal for everyone,
everywhere within a generation. Only by tackling these 3
essentials in ways that last, can people change their lives
for good. Since 1981 we have empowered: 26.4 million
people with clean water; 26.3 million people with reliable
toilets. Diarrhea caused by dirty water and poor toilets kills
lmost 800 children a day. A lack of clean water, keeps kids
out of school, adults out of work and traps people in
poverty. WaterAid tackles the issue from all angles. We work
with local partners to deliver clean water and decent toilets
and promote good hygiene, and campaign to change
normal for everyone in order to help people live dignified
and healthy lives.” Thank you for your support.

Christ Church Community Art Gallery—Our
focus is on building community, social
awareness and inclusion through art.
Here are some ways we invite you to participate!


Hang the art of a specific population that you
work with or are affiliated with. Create a
poster board that celebrates and educates
about this population to go with the exhibit.
You would have the option of having a “meet
and greet the artist” at a coffee hour and
selling the work. We will talk together about
what might be best for your population. It
might be an art event! This is optional.



Are you an artist? Hang your own work!
Create a poster board of a charity/program/
cause that is important to you and donate a
least 10% of your sales to that cause.



Come and view the art! The gallery is open
Monday through Friday from 9am – 2pm and
Sunday from 9-noon, or by appointment.



Stop by and greet the artists during meet and
greet events. It’s all about community and
increasing communication and connection. It
takes some courage to hang your personal
work so let’s witness and support the artist in
all of us!

Buy the art! Support your local artist and a
great cause. Pay with cash or a check to the
artist and leave it with the church office
during office hours.
While this gallery is in our church, this
opportunity is open to people of all faiths and
cultures. You should know that the space is used
by many programs of all ages not affiliated with
the church so that we do reserve the right to
curate the art if it is too graphic. The goal is to
build community, not to indirectly cause harm or
trauma. The gallery space is an open space that
is open when the church office is open but it
does not have a gallery sitter. While we have
never had a problem, the church is not
responsible for any damage, loss or theft of the
work. Let’s take action to bring people together
through the arts in this time of division in our
world. If you are interested in promoting your
cause and your art, please contact me at 617-947
-0671 or lucylafleche@aol.com
I look forward to working with you and making
those who feel invisible become visible through
the arts.
Warmly, Lucy Nims-LaFleche
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1132 Highland Avenue
Needham, MA 02494
781- 444-1469
www.ccneedham.org

We had a lot of fun making
valentines and stuffing boxes full
of candy, cards and other
goodies! Thanks to the Sunday
School classes for making
beautiful cards and helping to
pack up the boxes for our
college kids. The last touch was
stickers galore on all of the
boxes- they were the prettiest
boxes at the post office!
Thanks to all Christ
Church Family for
their donations!

The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector
nick@ccneedham.org Ext: 113
Pamela Goody, Music Director
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org Ext: 116
Ali Heard, Parish Administrator
office@ccneedham.org Ext: 110
Charles W. Raines, Associate Director of
Music and Organist

Lindsay Antaya, Senior at
Providence College

Ken Cook, Sexton
facilities@ccneedham.org Ext: 111
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper
control@ccneedham.org Ext: 114
Alicia Grey, Sunday Childcare Provider
Jeff Murphy, Warden
Stan Hitron, Warden
Stefano Migliuolo, Treasurer
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer
David Carnahan, Clerk

John Benner,
Senior at UVM
"Thank you so much I
love all of the candy and
treats and valentines!
Thanks again it was a
very heart warming gift"

James Benner, Junior at
Georgetown University.

Jack Rutherford,
Junior at Providence
College
Teddy Yerardi Junior at
Sacred Heart University

Because of the hard work of Kim
Rutherford and Ginny Yerardi who
organized this important project again this
year, and all the other helpers the morning
of Annual Meeting, our kids away at college
and in the military enjoyed receiving
packages prepared with love from Christ
Church, including notes to them from our
Rector and younger kids at CEC.
Thank you!

The solar system continues to generate savings for the Church
and carbon-free energy for our power needs. The system
generated about 4,000 KwH of electricity last month and
saved the Church about $300.

Duncan Allen
Bob Begin
Jim Black
Denise Degroff
Janet Haines
Bob Keener
Ingrid Melvin
Michael Niden
Annie Russell
Patty Smith
Joe Sweeney
Ginny Yerardi

Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 9am – 2pm
Nick is almost always present and
available beyond posted office hours
on weekdays; please call or email him
to make an appointment to be sure.
Nick’s day off: Friday; with Sabbath
from email as well.

Staff Meeting:
11am Mondays
9:30am Second Monday of the month
Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM) :
Tuesdays, 9:30am
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper:
Usually in the office on Mondays
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February/March/April 2020 Calendar
February 26 – Ash Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
7:30am Ashes-to-Go (Hersey Station)
12:00pm Ash Wednesday Service (Chapel)
7:00pm Ash Wednesday Service (Chapel)
February 27 – Thursday
7:00pm Choir
March 1 – The First Sunday in Lent
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel)
9:30am Child Care
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (Sanctuary)
11:15am Youth Group Paint-a-Thon
1:30pm-3:30pm B-Safe summer planning (Church of the
Redeemer, Chestnut Hill)
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship (Chapel)
March 2 – Monday
10:00am Knitting Ministry
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:00pm Youth Choir
March 3 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM)
6:30 Women’s Dinner Out (District 118)
7:00pm Property Committee
March 4 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
12:00pm Noonday Prayer
7:00pm Bible Study
March 5 – Thursday
7:00pm Choir
March 6 & 7 – Friday & Saturday
Vestry Retreat
March 8 – The Second Sunday in Lent
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel)
8:30am-10:30am Shelter Cooking
9:30am Child Care
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (Sanctuary)
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship (Chapel)
March 9 – Monday
9:30am Staff Meeting
12:00pm Monday Lunch at the Cathedral
4:00pm Youth Choir
March 10 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM)
7:15pm Finance Meeting
March 11 - Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
12:00pm Noonday Prayer
7:00pm Bible Study
March 12 – Thursday
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

March 15–The Third Sunday in Lent
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel)
9:30am Child Care
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (Sanctuary)
11:15am Natural Resources and Solarize (UPH)
3:00pm Rivers Symphony Orchestra (Sanctuary)
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship (Chapel)
March 16 – Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:00pm Youth Choir
March 17 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM)
7:15pm Vestry
March 18 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
12:00pm Noonday Prayer
7:00pm Bible Study
March 19 – Thursday
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
March 22 – The Fourth Sunday in Lent
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel, guest preacher The
Rev. Elise Feyerherm, Ph.D, also at the 10am service)
9:30am Child Care
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (Sanctuary)
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship (Chapel)
6:30pm Youth Group
March 23 – Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:00pm Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM)
4:00pm Youth Choir
March 24 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group

March 25 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
12:00pm Noonday Prayer
7:00pm Bible Study
7:00pm Men’s Fellowship Dinner (Echo Bridge)
March 26 – Thursday
7:00pm Choir
March 29 – The Fifth Sunday in Lent
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel)
9:30am Child Care
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (Sanctuary)
11:15am Organ Kick-Off Luncheon
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship (Chapel)
March 30 – Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:00pm Youth Choir
March 31 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM)
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February/March/April 2020 Calendar
April 1 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
12:00pm Noonday Prayer
7:00pm Bible Study
April 2 – Thursday
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
April 5 – The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel)
9:30am Child Care
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II with Choir and the
Blessing of Palms and Procession (Sanctuary)
11:15am Youth Group Fundraiser
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship Chapel)
April 6 – Monday in Holy Week
10:00am Knitting Ministry (Memorial Room)
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:00pm Youth Choir
April 7 – Tuesday in Holy Week
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM)
7:00pm Property Committee
April 8 – Wednesday in Holy Week
7:00am Stations of the Cross (Sanctuary)
10:00am Bible Study
12:00pm Noonday Prayer
7:00pm Bible Study
April 9 – Maundy Thursday
6:30pm Simple supper (Upper Parish Hall)
7:00pm Holy Eucharist Rite II with Choir and foot
washing (Chapel)
8:00pm All-Night Vigil, concluding noon Friday.
April 10 – Good Friday
12:00pm Traditional Good Friday service from the Book of
Common Prayer (Sanctuary)
7:00pm Tenebrae: Shadows and Darkness (Sanctuary)
April 11 – Holy Saturday
Shelter Cooking: time tbd
April 12 – The Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Sunday
No Church School or Child Care.
9:00am Festive Choral Holy Eucharist Rite II (Sanctuary)
10:30am Easter egg hunt
11:00am Festive Choral Holy Eucharist Rite II (Sanctuary)
April 13 – Monday in Easter Week
Office closed.
12pm Monday Lunch at the Cathedral

April 15 – Wednesday in Easter Week
10:00am Bible Study
12:00pm Noonday Prayer
7:00pm Bible Study
April 16 – Thursday in Easter Week
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
April 19 – The Second Sunday of Easter
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel)
No Church School or Child Care.
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (Sanctuary)
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship (Chapel)
April 20 – Monday
Office closed in honor of Patriot’s Day.
Youth Group leaves for NYC service trip
April 21 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM)
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:15pm Vestry
April 22 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
12:00pm Noonday Prayer
7:00pm Bible Study
April 23 – Thursday
7:00pm Choir
April 26 – The Third Sunday of Easter
8:15am Holy Eucharist Rite I (Chapel)
Guest preacher The Rev. Laurie Rofinot
No Church School or Child Care.
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II (Sanctuary)
Guest preacher The Rev. Laurie Rofinot
11:15 Senior Tea (Upper Parish Hall)
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship (Chapel)
April 27 – Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:00pm Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM)
4:00pm Youth Choir
April 28 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
April 29 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
12:00pm Noonday Prayer
7:00pm Bible Study
April 30 – Thursday
7:00pm Choir

April 14 – Tuesday in Easter Week
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM)
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:15pm Finance Committee
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