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November/December 2019—Advent/Christmas 

Maranatha! 
 
During the four weeks of Advent 
(beginning December 1) our Prayers of 
the People feature this ancient Biblical 
cry. The phrase comes from the end of 
Paul’s 1st Letter to the Corinthians. 
Depending on the translation from the 
Greek and Aramaic, the phrase can mean 
either Come, Lord! or Our Lord has come! 
 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians in the mid 
‘50s, barely a generation after Jesus’ 
Resurrection. They belonged to the first 
generation of the followers of the Way. 
Their experience of the Risen Lord 
included the conviction that Jesus was to 
return to establish the Kingdom of God 
on earth any day. 
 
For our forebears in faith, some days felt 
like Jesus was right there; on other days, 
not so much. Nearly 2000 years later, we 
are hardly any different. 
 
In the Advent season, the Church turns 
our attention to our longing for God. We 
eagerly anticipate the celebration of the 

historical birth of the Christ Child in 
Bethlehem. Even more, we yearn for 
Jesus’ presence and power in our own 
lives, and in a world that sometimes 
seems overwhelmed by political, social, 
economic, and environmental injustice. 
 
In no way are we in control of how Jesus 
manifests himself. (“Behold, I knock at 
the door.”) And yet, we have a role in 
seeking him (“Seek and you shall find.”) 
It’s not that we conjure up the presence 
of Jesus. No. It’s like a birder whose tools 
and practices reveal the presence, 
wonder and beauty of our avian 
neighbors, waiting to be discovered, 
sometimes hidden in plain view. 
 
May all that we do this 125th Advent 
season—our worship, fellowship, 
formation, outreach, pastoral care, 
stewardship, everything—make more real 
the presence of Christ in our midst. The 
contents of this Visitor help show 
the way. Enjoy.   
Maranatha: Come, Lord Jesus. 

Faithfully, Nick+ 

 

Come, Lord Jesus! 

The Rev. Nicholas 
Morris-Kliment, Rector 

 
Sunday, 11/24 
1:00pm in Brookline, 
Pie—Making for Food 
Pantries (see pg.5) 
 
Sunday, 12/1 
Advent Wreath 
Making (see pg. 4) 
 
Sunday, 12/8 
Bake Sale-After 
10:00am service (see 
pg. 5)  
 
5:30pm 
Tree Lighting and 
Cookie Decorating 
(see pg. 4) 
 
Monday, 12/9 
7:00pm 
Planned Giving 
Forum (see pg. 10) 
 
Saturday, 12/14 
6:30pm 
Annual Christmas 
Party (see pg. 5) 

 

As I sit here writing this, I am watching the men of Mark’s Moving Company through 
my office window. They are packing up the contents of the birthplace of Circle of 
Hope at 65 Rosemary Street, next to the Church. What began in the garage of Carolyn 
Panesevich, as dream for helping those need, is moving into a long-needed and 
spacious new home at 1329 Highland Avenue. You can read about this in more detail 
on page seven. There, Circle of Hope can continue to expand on its vital mission to 
provide homeless children, women, and men in Boston and Metro West with clothing 
and necessities in order to preserve and enhance overall health and personal 
dignity.  Countless men and women from Christ Church led by the talented and 
energetic President and Executive Director, Barbara Waterhouse, as well as 
volunteers from the wider community, contributed to the growth of this ministry. 
Thousands and thousands of our fellow human beings experiencing homelessness 
have been lifted up by its work. As an opportunity to love our neighbor as Jesus 
teaches, Circle of Hope has been, and continues to be, an answer to the prayers of 
many. It is a beautiful example of what the people of God can accomplish when they 
put their hearts, minds, bodies and prayers to work. As we move into the future that 
God has for us as a parish, may we be inspired by the example of Circle of Hope. We’ll 
be by with some clothes soon!     

Come, Lord Jesus! - Circle of Hope is on the move!  

With Peace and Blessings, Nick+ 
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Just say YES! 
 
Like many of the Parishes in our Diocese, Christ Church’s budget is no longer 
able to support two full time clergy which, until recently, has been our norm 
for many years.  In discussions with the Diocesan leadership, we have learned 
that there are very few Parishes that still have an Associate Priest position. In 
fact, during his recent visit to Christ Church, Bishop Gates shared with the 
Vestry that more than half of the Parishes in the Diocese now are staffed by a 
part-time priest. 
 
For Christ Church to creatively adapt to being a single clergy parish, we will 
need to thoughtfully consider which functions and activities must continue to 
be the primary responsibility of the clergy, which functions can be the 
responsibility of lay leadership and the laity, and in which areas there should 
be shared responsibility.  The Vestry will undertake this assessment to further 
define clergy and laity roles and responsibilities in the early part of next year 
and will solicit the congregation’s input to help guide our decision making. 
More than ever before, we will need the active engagement and support of all 
parishioners as we seek to fulfill our mission to ‘Love God and Neighbor as 
Jesus Teaches”. We would encourage newer members of the Parish to explore 
the opportunity to share their time and talent by becoming involved in one of 
the Parish ministries highlighted on our web-site at https://ccneedham.org/
serving/get-involved/. 
 
Lastly, we ask that if you are approached by our Rector, the Wardens or a lay 
leader with a request that you get involved in a parish ministry or activity, 
please prayerfully consider “Just saying YES”! 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Stan and Jeff 

Stan Hitron, Warden 

Jeff Murphy, Warden 

 

As we celebrate our Quasquicentennial (125th birthday!) we ask that you reflect on 
Christ Church’s place in your life, the gifts it brings to your family and to strongly 
consider a pledge that will nourish our community. Your financial support 
maintains the mission of our Church – not only the parish itself but also its many 
activities that you see described in this Visitor.  Your pledge allows the Treasurer 
and the Vestry to more accurately project income to create a budget for next year.  
To achieve our goal we need new families to begin pledging and existing pledgers 
to commit to moderate increases in their financial support.   

Pledges can be made by submitting a pledge card (mailed to homes in October and 
available on the table in the Upper Parish Hall) to the parish (by mail or in the 
offering plate) or pledge online at ccneedham.org.  Please submit pledges by 
Sunday, November 24th when we will have an ingathering service to give thanks for 
the pledges received. 

For 125 years we have been bold for hope.  Thank you for being bold for hope for 
2020! 

Stefano Migliuolo and Ellen Volpe 
Stewardship Co-Chairs 

Stan:  s.hitron@gmail.com 
Jeff:  jmmurph47@gmail.com  

Ellen Volpe: ellenhvolpe@gmail.com 
Stefano Migliuolo: smigliuolo@gmail.com  

https://ccneedham.org/serving/get-involved/
https://ccneedham.org/serving/get-involved/
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Dear Christ Church Family, 
 
This year, 2019, we celebrate the 
church’s 125th anniversary.  As such, 
we are planning extra special musical 
events throughout the year to mark 
this milestone.  We have had a great 
start, thanks to the many people 
contributing their time and talent.  
You have heard our magnificent Adult 
and Youth Choirs, beautiful organ 
music and guest instrumentalists who 
have graced us with their gifts.  We 
have much for which to be thankful. 
 
Our kick-off service to the 
125th began on Sunday, 
October 27 with a visit 
from Bishop Alan Gates.  It 
was a festive day, filled to 
the brim with love and 
excitement!  The 
processional alone was 
impressive.  Acolytes, 
banner, flying Dove, 
trumpets, Youth Choir and 
Adult Choir did their part 
to make this a memorable 
day for years to come. 
 
The next Sunday, 
November 3, was All 
Saints’ Day.  At the 10am 
service, our Christ Church Quartet 
sang a poignant anthem, “Goin’ 
Home.”  Later the same day, Adult 
Choir offered a 5:30pm All Saints’ 
Choral Evensong in the Anglican 
tradition.  Our Associate Music 
Director and Organist, Charles Raines, 
designed the service, the program 
bulletin, wrote much of the music and 
directed the Choir.  We are grateful to 
Charles for offering his many gifts.  It 
was a beautiful service of 
remembrance of those who have died 
and of our church’s founding 
members.  It was a lovely way to open 
our hearts to God, as we centered 
ourselves for the upcoming week. 
 
In December, we have not one, but 
two musical offerings.  On Sunday, 
December 15 at 3pm there will be an 
Advent Lessons and Carols.  Hear and 
sing some of your favorites, such as 
“People Look East,” “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel,” as well as some new 

anthems. 
 
We have a very special Christmas Eve 
planned.  The Family service and 
pageant will be at 4pm, featuring 
our Youth Choir, directed by Lea 
Peterson. 
 
At 8:30pm, we will sing a few carols 
and then be transfixed by a new work 
that is written specifically for 
Christmas Eve.  It is entitled, “A 
Christmas Garland on Greensleeves,” 
written by Richard Shephard.  Choir 
will be accompanied by a string 

quintet, flute and organ.  
This is a gem! 
 
Our Christmas Eve 
Eucharist service begins at 
9pm.  We look forward to 
our Christ Church 
traditions…Choir, flute, 
organ, “O Holy Night” sung 
by Kim Lysaght and the 
beloved “Silent Night” by 
candlelight, ushering in the 
beauty of Christmas. 
 
Christmas Day will be held 
in the Chapel at 9am. 
Christmas carols will be 
sung and accompanied by 

Charles Raines at the piano. It is a 
lovely, quieter service after the hustle 
bustle of the pre-Christmas craziness.  
If you have not attended a Christmas 
Day service in the Chapel, try it this 
year.   
 
We have other tasty musical morsels 
throughout our celebratory year.  Stay 
tuned for news of old-fashioned  
Hymn-Sings, potluck suppers, and a 
joint concert in May with our friends 
at Congregation B’nai Torah of 
Sudbury.  We are accomplishing our 
mission of “loving God and neighbor” 
as we spread our love and music 
ministry to everyone we meet.  
 

Peace – 
Pam 

 For God’s 
Sake…Join Choir! 
 
Let the Spirit move you!  
Join Choir!  You are 
invited to show your 
thanks to God and 
neighbor in this special 
musical ministry.  It is 
your opportunity to be 
part of a welcoming, 
dedicated group of 
people who give of 
themselves, each and 
every week, so that the 
worship service is 
meaningful and 
heartfelt.  Join Christ 
Church’s legacy of being 
known as the town’s 
“musical church.”  When 
you sing, it is like 
praying twice and we 
hope you will join us! 
 

Youth Choir 
Youth Choir meets in the 
Chapel on Mondays from 
4-5pm with  Lea 
Peterson, Youth Choir 
Director.  If you are a 
fourth grader or older, 
you may join Youth 
Choir.  This leads into 
Adult Choir later in your 
high school years. 
 

Adult Choir 
Adult Choir meets in the 
Sanctuary on Thursdays 
from 7-9pm with Pamela 
Goody, Adult Choir 
Director.  Anyone high 
school age and older 
may be a member of the 
Adult Choir.  
Everyone can sing.   
Choir is for everyone.  
Join now to be part of 
the exciting Advent/
Christmas season.  Or 
start fresh in the New 
Year.  Meet us for one 
rehearsal in the 
Sanctuary.  You’ll love it! 

Pam Goody,  
Music Director 
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Christmas Tree 
Lighting 

(Large Spruce on Highland Ave) 
Sunday, Dec. 8 following the 

5:30pm service  
in Upper Parish Hall. 

 
Join us for the 5:30pm service 

on Sunday, Dec. 8th featuring an 
Advent Godly Play story 

followed by a celebration of the 
Christmas Spirit with: 

 

Cookie Decorating    
Tree Lighting  

Christmas Carols 
 Bring a new pair of 

boots to donate to 
Circle of Hope. 

 

 Choose a card from our 
Giving Tree to help 
others in need. 

 
 

The Giving Tree will be up on Sunday, December 1.  
We have a shorter window of time to have all the 
gifts delivered to Christ Church—just two week after 
Thanksgiving weekend. All gifts need to 
be returned by Sunday, December 15th so they can 
be delivered to the agencies in time for their holiday 
parties. But, we can start our shopping now! 
 
Gift Cards for Women at Transition House: We will 
also again be making gifts to Transition House, a 
domestic violence shelter in Cambridge. We will be 
collecting two $25 gift cards to Target for 20 women, 
so 40 cards in total.  The women at this shelter use 
these gift cards for much-needed items, including 
Christmas gifts for their children.   
 
Women's Winter Care Packages: We are collecting 
Women's Winter Care Packages again. These are 
bags of necessary items for the guests living at 
Shepherd House, a program for women in recovery 
run by Victory Programs. The items we include in 
each bag are: hat, scarf, gloves or mittens, 
toothpaste and toothbrush, lip gloss, body/hand 
lotion and shampoo. You may add anything else to 
the bag (lipstick, night gown, jewelry, etc.) that you 
wish, including a note of encouragement to the 
woman who receives the bag. Each year we receive 
hand-written thank you notes showing how grateful 
the woman are to receive these wonderful packages 
of goodies! 
Gifts for Children: We will have tags for gifts for the 
children of the women living at Shepherd House. 
Each tag includes suggested ideas for the child 
whose name is on the tag.  These children live 
elsewhere while their moms receive needed support 
in their quest to improve their lives, and therefore 
the lives of the children. 

Sunday, December 1 (following each service) 
Join in the fun of making an Advent Wreath for your home—
students will be on-hand to help you and supplies will be 
abundant. Donations are welcome, but not necessary. 
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 Bake Sale—December 8th!  
Although Christ Church is not having a Christmas Fair this 
year, on December 8th we will have a bake table with 
goodies for sale after the 10am service.  We will be calling 
you to solicit your delicious baked goods.  We are especially 
looking for cakes, cupcakes, pies, cookies and brownies. You 
can drop off your goodies at the table before church on the 
8th. All proceeds will be given to the Community Concerns 
Committee.  Co-chairs – Ellie Wainwright,  Hope Anderson 
and Debby Rempis.             

 

 Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service— Sunday, November 24th, 4pm 
 

Each year on the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving, a service is held 
at one Needham congregation—the location changes each 
year. This year on Sunday, November 24th the service will be 
held at 4pm at the Congregational Church of Needham, UCC, 
which is located at 1154 Great Plain Ave. All are welcome!  
 
This service provides a special opportunity to gather with 
members of all the various faith communities in Town to 
worship together and share in our Thanksgiving for one 
another.  

City Reach is an overnight program based 
at our Cathedral introducing young people 
and their adult leaders to the world of 
homelessness. This happens through 
fellowship with people who have 
undergone homelessness, experience of 
the streets where they have lived, 
theological reflection, and distribution of 
donated clothes and toiletries. They also 
get to sleep on the floor of the Cathedral! 
 
Here is the prayer the group composed: 
 
Thank you, God, for the stories we heard, 
the people we met, and for the opportunity 
to cross divisions. Learning names and 
faces instead of looking at statistics has 
inspired us to help people in need. We are 
moved to be braver, educated, and 
inspired to engage. Help us to keep seeing 
the value in others regardless of where 
they are in their life's journey, and to reach 
out, give back, and spread love in our 
communities. We want to bring about 
justice, mercy, and compassion by sharing 
our love, awareness, and smiles!  AMEN. 

 

Celebrate the season at the Christ Church Christmas party on Saturday, 
December 14th! 6:30 - 9:30pm. Lovely Christmas music, great fellowship, 
festive Christmas décor, and a cash bar (also alcohol-free punch). Attendance 
is free but you are encouraged to bring hot or cold hors d'oeuvres or finger 
desserts...there will be sign up sheets after coffee hour. Please contact Stan 
Hitron or Jeff Murphy for more information.  

Our Youth Group and Leaders 
with New Friends at City 
Reach November 1, 2019  Nick@ccneedham.org 

Stan:  s.hitron@gmail.com;  Jeff:  jmmurph47@gmail.com  

Debby:  dtr4430@gmail.com  
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Worship, Christian Learning and Fellowship  
 

 
Hear what Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
participants are saying about the experience: 
 

 Our journey with Matthew encourages our 
questions, our musings, and our discoveries.  

 

 It’s a gift of a few hours each week that are 
dedicated to in-depth study and discussion. 

 

 A chance to see how Matthew wrote for his 
audience at the time and continues to inform 
our actions in the current time.  

 

 A sacred time to study, discuss and learn from 
each other. 

 

 It is a rare opportunity to delve into and dig 
deeply into the Gospel of Matthew and what it 
means for our lives, for each of us right now.  

 

 Studying the Gospel of Matthew this year is 
bringing me face-to-face with the actual words 
that Jesus spoke and used in his preaching and 
teaching - up close and personal. 

 
Join Wednesday Bible Study as we read The Gospel 
of Matthew. Classes, led by Tracy Rubin, meet in 
the morning from 10am-11:45am and evening  
7pm-8:30pm. Feel free to reach out to Tracy at: 
tgr090@mail.harvard.edu.  

Tracy Rubin 

 

It's time to plan the pageant, held annually at Christ 
Church at 4pm on Christmas Eve as part of our family 
service. All children of the Parish and visiting guests 
are welcome to participate. We will need to fill these 
roles: two narrators, Mary and Joseph, three kings, two 
head angels and an unlimited number of other angels, 
shepherds and animals.  
There will be a sign-up sheet in Upper 
Parish Hall until the Sunday before 
Christmas, when we distribute costumes 
after the 10am service in Lower Parish Hall. There is no 
formal rehearsal, but we do ask you to be in Lower 
Parish Hall by 3:30pm on Christmas Eve. 
Questions? Please contact one of our the organizers.  
Nancy Sterling:  nsterling@mlstrategies.com 
Kathryn Mortimer:  mortimerhome@me.com  
MaryAnn Black:  maryannblack@comcast.net  
Costumes Needed: We are looking for both 
costumes and volunteers. For costumes, we are 
looking for any type or size of animal costumes or 
angels or anything that could be used to enhance 
the costumes of shepherds, kings or Mary and 
Joseph. 

Can you help out? 
We are seeking two people to help give out the 
costumes after the 10am service on December 17th. 
We also need one individual to help Barbara Jones 
and Nancy Sterling at 3:30pm on Christmas Eve to 
help the kids get ready before the 4pm service. 
Please contact Nancy Sterling at 
nsterling@mlstrategies.com 

 Advent Worship Notes: 
 

A Penitential Feel: We turn within and 
acknowledge our need: “Lord, have mercy.” 
 
A New Prayer List: After Sunday, November 24, we 
refresh the prayer list in our Sunday bulletin. For 
your loved one to remain on the prayer list going 
forward, please email the office at 
office@ccneedham.org. 
 
New Prayers of the People: Underscoring our 
yearning for God’s presence; “Come, Lord Jesus.”  
 
New Eucharistic Prayer: Emphasizing Jesus among 
us, the Incarnation of God’s Love. 
 
Lighting the Advent Wreath: Going forth with the 
Light of Christ 

mailto:nsterling@mlstrategies.com
mailto:mortimerhome@me.com
mailto:maryannblack@comcast.net
mailto:nsterling@mlstrategies.com
mailto:office@ccneedham.org
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Greetings from The Community Gallery! 
For the month of December we continue to 
enjoy “ A Passion for Color!” By Evelyn Berde. 
We will be having an artist reception at coffee 
hour on November 24th. Please help us 
welcome our talented artist! For the months of 
November and December a portion of the sales 
of Evelyn’s work will go Horizons for Children in 
Roxbury. 
 

We look forward to bringing some exciting and 
meaningful new exhibits to you in the New Year! 
 

Many blessings to all! 
Lucy Nims LaFleche 

 

After nearly 11 years, Circle of Hope has moved 
to a new location at 1329 Highland Avenue in 
Needham Center!  We will be closed the second 
week of November week while we move 
everything to our new location. Opening Day at 
1329 Highland Avenue is Monday, November 18. 
 
In our new space—just a quarter mile down the 
road from 65 Rosemary Street – donating and 
volunteering will be easier than ever. Please 
come by in the coming weeks to see our 
beautiful new space and drop off donations. We 
need new and gently used clothing, shoes, 
linens, and new, unopened toiletries to help 
more homeless children, women, and men than 
ever before. We also still need paper bags for 
our donations, so please continue to bring your 
extra paper grocery bags to COH. 
 
In our first home, we provided nearly $5 million 
worth of clothing and necessities to homeless 
individuals and families. We are very grateful to 
everyone from the church who volunteered, 
donated, or supported Circle of Hope and the 
people we serve for the past 11 years.  We hope 
you’ll join us at our new location!   Thank you! 

Circle of Hope 
Drop-off Hours 
 

Monday 
9am-11am 
 

Tuesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 
 

Wednesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 
 

Thursday 
9am-11am 
 

Saturday 
(Sept-June)  
9am-11am 

For more information, visit 
www.circleofhopeonline.org 

The Committee has recommended re-engaging a law 
firm with whom we worked with last year on the review 
of this property issue to guide the process through the 
Needham Planning Committee and, if necessary, the 
Needham Zoning Board of Appeals.  The attorney had an 
initial meeting with Building Commissioner David Roche 
to get his input on what he would need to receive in 
order to recommend approval for a buildable lot at a 
reconfigured and expanded 61 Rosemary Street. Based 
on that information, the law firm has provided the 
Committee with an engagement letter with estimated 
costs for their services which will be reviewed and voted 
upon at the November Vestry meeting. Next steps, which 
Phil Trussell is leading, is to determine the scope of a 
land survey that will be needed and select a surveyor. 
This information is needed prior to Commissioner Roche 
rendering his opinion. 

The solar system continues to generate savings for 
the Church and carbon-free energy for our power 
needs.  The system generated 3,445 kWh of 
electricity last month.  For 2019 so far, the system 
has generated 45,000 kWh and saved the Church 
about $3,774.  
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You no doubt have noticed us every 
Sunday – a small group that greets 
you with a smile when you arrive 
before service, participates in the 
service and quietly cleans up 
afterwards… Ours is a closely-knit 
group, but we are always looking for 
new members. 
Would you like to find out about our 
mysterious activities? Would you 
like to know where the keys to the 
church doors live? Then join us—the 
work is easy and the pay is greatly 
found in the appreciation from your 
fellow parishioners! 
If you would like to give it a try, send 
an email to Stefano Migliuolo at: 
smigliuolo@gmail.com.  

 
 

8:15am ands 10:00am 

November 17: 
 

The Rev. Nancy Gossling  
Forum to follow on Alcoholism after the 10am 
The Rev. Nancy Gosling and Paul Gosling.  
 
December 1: 
 

The Rev. Dr. Karen Coleman Associate 
Chaplain for Episcopal Ministry at Marsh 
Chapel at Boston University; Interim Assisting 
Priest at Trinity Church, Copley Square.  
 
January 12: 
 

The Rt. Rev. Carol Gallagher, Canon for the 
Central Region of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Massachusetts. 

 
The Pastoral Response Ministry 
(PRM) needs information from our 
parishioners in the pews! Do you 
know someone who needs support 
(phone calls to check in, visits, or 
occasional meals for a household 
dealing with serious disability or 
illness) and would like lay leaders or 
clergy to reach out to them? 
 
We, members of PRM, very much 
need you to tell us the needs in our 
parish.  We greatly miss Isabel 
Nickerson, who had her heart on the 
pulse of the Christ Church 
Community! 
 
PRM members work to meet the 
needs of our parishioners. Please 
call one of us to share thoughts on 
who might need support. All 
information is kept confidential.  
 
Barbara Murphy (781-956-4962), 
Barbara Brailey (617-816-6086) 
Patty Smith (781-540-9029 ) or Rev. 
Nick at Church office 781-444-1469.  

Nick asked me to write a bit about 
our family's relationship with 
stewardship, but I thought I would 
relate a baseball parable, instead. 
The story I'd like to tell is about the 
7th inning stretch. To appreciate it, 
first, I'll ask you to stand up and 
have a stretch of you own. Breathe 
deeply and stretch your arms to 
the sky.  Really! Take a moment to 
stretch your arms at least! Ok.  
Here's our story: 
 
Two families were given tickets to 
an early spring baseball game. 
They both donned their team logo 
gear, and drove in to see their 
teams play.  Both families cheered 
for their teams as each got base 
hits, but the score stayed tied, 0,0.  
The wind picked up and the 
temperature dropped as the game 
went on. The 7th inning stretch 
arrived, and the first family got up 
and took a good stretch, limbered 
themselves up, ordered another 
hot dog, bought Wally hats and 
readied themselves to see the rest 
of the game. They got to see the 
winning hit that brought them the 
victory. 
 
The second family, when the 7th 
inning stretch arrived, not feeling 

like their presence would make a 
difference in this no run game, 
packed it in.  That family had a flat 
tire on the way home. 
 
A AAA tow truck driver came along, 
and saw the whole family in their 
baseball gear. As he was changing 
their tire he asked them, "Why did 
you leave during the 7th?” The 
family replied that it was cold, the 
food was expensive, the kids were 
tired, etc.  
 
The driver asked, "Don't you know 
that teams put out their best effort 
after the 7th inning stretch? They 
feel the cold, too, but they limber 
up during the stretch, and know 
that the game isn't over.  Think 
how the players must feel when 
see the stands empty out, just 
when they are giving the game 
their best."  The family heard the 
words of the AAA driver and 
pondered them on their ride home.  
 
As a church celebrating our 125th 
anniversary, we are figuratively in 
our own 7th inning.  A little stretch 
is just what's needed to rededicate 
ourselves and see our own game 
through. 



 

Page 9 / The Visitor /November-December/Advent-Christmas  

 

 

Resources for Addressing 
Domestic Violence  
Jane Doe 
www.janedoe.org 
REACH 
https://reachma.org 
Safe Havens 
http://www.interfaithpartners.org 

Resources for Gun Safety 
Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence 
www.bradycampaign.org 
Moms Demand Action 
https://momsdemandaction.org/ 
Everytown for Gun Safety 
https://everytown.org/ 

 

Monday, January 7, 6:30pm 
District 118 in Newton 
Please contact Donna Vello to sign up so a 
reservation can be made.   
donna.vello@gmail.com 
617-584-2939 

 

Journey across the USA – in late 2017, I told Sarah of my 
intention to bicycle from the Atlantic to the Pacific; 
something that had been on my mind for a long time. 
Despite her misgivings, she gave me the green light… I 
read 3-4 books by previous crossers who consistently 
stated “you don’t have to be a super-athlete, just focused 
on the goal and flexible on meeting it.” So, I planned the 
trip into two almost equal pieces, spread over two years. 
 
From May to June 2018, I traveled from Joe Moakley Park 
(Dorchester, MA) to the Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center 
(Sioux City, IA). Ironically, the hardest climbing of the entire 
trip – in my opinion – came early, during my second day in 
the Berkshires and while traversing the Finger Lakes in NY. 
This eastern part was a good test: I found out a week into 
the trip that the challenge is mental more than physical 
and that a clear morning smelling the Lilacs in bloom is the 
promise of a beautiful day in the saddle. Also, I found out 
that 99.99% of the motorists are kind to bicyclists and will 
always pass us very wide for safety. Had rain in MA, NY and 
Ohio and pouring downpours in Illinois (near Galena). East 
Cleveland was broken and sad, but Gary showed her best 
to me. Had my one bad fall in Iowa, but made it to my 
destination with Sarah flying in and joining me on the 
banks of the Missouri. 

 
In June 2019, I shipped my 
bike back to Sioux City and 
flew there, picked it up and 
crossed the river into 
Nebraska. Most people 
probably don’t realize this, 
but Nebraska is neither flat 
nor featureless. It changes 
drastically in topography, 
vegetation and personality 

as you traverse it (I even saw pelicans!). Then came 
Wyoming and Idaho, where the sky is infinite and you can 
see a million stars & the Milky Way at night. You spend the 
day pedaling, listening to the hum of the tires on the road 
and the wind in your ears. You roll past the great 
reservations of the Wind River with an occasional vehicle 
passing in one direction or another. Mostly, you are alone 
with your thoughts… Occasionally, these thoughts are not 
happy, because the wind is in your face and blowing at 30-
40 miles/hour. But the vast majority of the time is spent 
thinking how lucky you are to be able to do this… 
 
On the sixth of July 2019, I came around a bend and saw 
the sign announcing Newport (OR). Twenty minutes later, I 
arrived at the end of my journey – Sarah was standing by 
the sign that announces the end (or the beginning, 
depending on your travel direction) of US 20. A few minutes 
later, we were looking at the Pacific Ocean. Would I do it 
again? Perhaps… Was it a spiritual journey? Definitely, but 
– for me – it was rooted in the beauty of creation and the 
kindness of strangers. Yours, should you decide to try this, 
will assuredly be different and very personal. 

  by Stefano Migiluolo 

Weekly Prayer 
Tuesday mornings:  
8:00am - 8:45am 
Come join us in the Memorial Room at 
8:00am for a structured but informal time 
of prayer and conversation ending at 
8:45am. An opening prayer, conversation 
about Scripture and our lives, an 
opportunity to connect with one another 
and God.  
 

Contact Nick with questions at  
nick@ccneedham.org or  
781-444-1469, ext. 113 
 
Monthly Dinners  
Selected Wednesdays at Echo Bridge 
The men’s group gathers monthly for 
fellowship at Echo Bridge Restaurant in 
Newton Upper Falls. All men are welcome, 
so stay tuned for the date.  Bill Eichhold is 
organizing and can be reached at 
weichh@yahoo.com.  

http://www.janedoe.org/
https://reachma.org/
http://www.interfaithpartners.org/
http://www.bradycampaign.org/
https://momsdemandaction.org/
https://everytown.org/
tel:(781)%20444-1469
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Monday December 9, 7pm  
 
Join long-time Parishioner Charles Ferrone for 
an introduction to planned giving as part of 
your estate planning. Remembering Christ 
Church in your will has a profoundly positive 
effect on the long term financial health of the 
Church. In the last 2 years alone, Christ Church 
has received nearly $160,000 in bequests from 
faithful parishioners, used to address capital 
needs in the parish. Among roles too 
numerous to list here, Charley has served on 
the Planned Giving and Stewardship 
Committees, on Vestry, as Warden, and in the 
choir. He was also the catalyst for the creation 
of the Sanctuary Garden. 
 
He is co-founder of Pension & Wealth 
Management Advisor located in Waltham, 
which manages part of the Parish’s 
endowment portfolio. For the past 35 years, 
Charley has worked in wealth management 
focusing on retirement planning, investment 
planning and estate conservation and 
distribution. 

 

On Sunday, October 27th, a beautiful celebration of 
the church’s 125th Anniversary was held with visits 
from The Rt. Rev. Alan M. Gates, Bishop “Bud” 
Cederholm and his wife, Ruth Ann, and Kathy 
Windsor, the wife of former pastor, Skip Windsor.  
 
Many thanks to Myra Anderson for organizing the 
liturgy, and to Janet Haines and Denise DeGroff for 
coordinating the luncheon.  

Thank you for wearing 
your name tag! Doing 
so is a gift of hospitality 
to one another and to 
those who are new in 
our midst.  

 

Here is our latest group of Confirmands, confirmed 
by Bishop Gayle Harris in September at St. 
Andrew’s in Wellesley.  
 

If you are in 8th grade or older and would like to be 
confirmed or received into the Episcopal branch of 
the Jesus Movement, please contact Nick. 

https://www.diomass.org/bishop/rt-rev-alan-m-gates-bishop-diocesan
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November 13 – Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study  
Noon Holy Eucharist  
7:00pm Bible Study 
 

November 14 – Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

November 17 - Sunday 
The Rev. Nancy Gossling preaching 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare 
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
11:30am Forum: Living With Alcoholism  
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship 
 

November 18 – Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
 

November 19 – Tuesday 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:15pm Vestry Meeting 
 

November 20 –Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study 
Noon Holy Eucharist 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 

November 21 –Thursday   
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

November 24 – Ingathering Sunday 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare 
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
1:00pm Pie Making- All Saints Brookline 
4:00pm Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship 
 

November 25 – Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
 

November 26 – Tuesday 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
 

November 27 –Wednesday 
No Bible Study 
 

November 28 –Thursday   
Happy Thanksgiving!    
Office closed 
 

November 29 – Friday 
Office closed 
 

December 1 – Sunday, Advent I 
The Rev. Dr. Karen Coleman preaching 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  

(No Childcare/Church School) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
11:30am Advent Wreath-Making 
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship 
 

December 2 - Monday 
10:00am Knitting Ministry 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
4:00pm Youth Choir  
 

December 3 - Tuesday 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:00pm Property Meeting 
 

December 4 - Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study 
12:00noon Noonday Prayer 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 

December 5 - Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

December 8 – Sunday, Advent II 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:00am Shelter Cooking 
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
10:00am Bake Sale  
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship 
6:15pm Christmas Tree Lighting 
6:30pm Youth Group 
 

December 9 - Monday 
9:00am Staff Meeting 
MANNA lunch – Cathedral 
4:00pm Youth Choir 
7:00pm Planned Giving Forum 
 

December 10 - Tuesday 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:00pm Finance Meeting  
 

December 11 - Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study 
12:00noon Noonday Prayer 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 

December 12 - Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

December 14 - Saturday 
6:30pm Christmas Party 
 

December 15 – Sunday, Advent III 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship  
6:30pm Youth Group  
 

December 16 - Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
4:00pm Youth Choir  
 

December 17 - Tuesday 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:15pm Vestry Meeting 
 

December 18 - Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study 
12:00noon Noonday Prayer 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 

December 19 - Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

December 22 – Sunday, Advent IV 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship  
 

December 24 – Christmas Eve 
4:00pm Children’s Pageant 
8:30pm Carol Singing & Special Music 
9:00pm Choral Eucharist Service 
 

December 25 – Christmas Day 
9:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II (chapel) 
 

December 26 - Wednesday 
Office closed 
 

December 29 – Sunday: One Service 
Only on this First Sunday after 
Christmas! 
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II (chapel) 
(No Childcare/Church School) 
 
January 1—Wednesday 
Office Closed 
 

January 12—Sunday 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
The Rt. Rev. Carol Gallagher preaching 
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship  
6:30pm Youth Group  
 

Annual Meeting: 
Sunday, February 9th 
One 10am Worship Service followed by 
lunch and Annual Meeting 

As announced a few weeks ago, Kathy Ganz has accepted a full-time job at Riverside Community Care. The search 
for her successor is well under way. As the Visitor went to press, we have interviewed several excellent candidates. 
A number of parishioners have volunteered to answer phones, greet guests, and do light clerical work in the 
interim. Many thanks to Vestry and HR team member Ingrid Melvin, who has been coordinating the search.  
 

Note: As we thank Kathy for her years of dedicated service to the parish, you are invited to make a contribution to 
a purse in her honor. You may direct checks made out to Christ Church, “Ganz Purse” in the memo line, to 
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper. 

November/December 2019 Calendar  
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1132 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 
781- 444-1469 
www.ccneedham.org 

 

The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector 
nick@ccneedham.org  Ext: 113 
 
Pamela Goody, Music Director 
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org   Ext: 116 
 
Parish Administrator 
office@ccneedham.org  Ext: 110 
 
Charles W. Raines, Associate Director of 
Music and Organist 
 
Ken Cook, Sexton   
facilities@ccneedham.org  Ext: 111 
 
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper   
control@ccneedham.org  Ext: 114 
 
Alicia Grey, Sunday Childcare Provider 
 
 

Jeff Murphy, Warden 
Stan Hitron, Warden 
Duncan Allen, Treasurer 
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer 
David Carnahan, Clerk 
 

Phil Bergen 
Denise Degroff 
Janet Haines 
Bob Keener 
Tim Lysaght 
Ingrid Melvin 
Stefano Migliuolo 
Michael Niden 
Annie Russell 
Patty Smith 
Phil Trussell 
Linnea Wren 

Office Hours:  
Monday – Friday 9am – 2pm 
 

Nick is almost always present and 
available beyond posted office hours on 
weekdays; please call or email him to 
make an appointment to be sure.  
 

Nick’s day off:  Friday; with Sabbath 
from email as well.  
 

Staff Meeting:  
11am Mondays  
9:30am Second Monday of the month 
 

Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM) : 
Tuesdays, 9:30am 
 

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper: 
Usually in the office on Mondays

 

Christ Church delegates to 
Diocesan Convention—The Rev. 
Nick Morris-Kliment, Annie Russell, 
The Rev. Heidi Fieldston, and Amy 
Sweeney—pause for a selfie after 
the convention Eucharist on 
Saturday, November 2.  

Vestry Calling 
 
Working with the Christ Church Vestry has been one of the very 
gratifying aspects of my time here among you. Each month I am 
humbled that sixteen people (twelve vestry members, and four 
officers) have chosen to share their precious time and talent to help 
to lead God’s people in this place. I am deeply grateful for the 
expertise and faithfulness that your Vestry offer on behalf of the 
entire congregation. 
 
As we begin a new Church year, we also begin the cycle of 
nominations for our yearly elections. On February 9th, we choose 
new Vestry members to replace those whose terms on Vestry have 
ended. Phil Bergen graciously agreed to fill the last year of an 
unfinished term; I’m grateful for his careful preparation. I’m 
grateful for Tim Lysaght’s devotion to our property, Stefano 
Migliuolo’s soft-spoken wisdom, Phil Trussell’s expertise in real 
estate, and for Linnea Wren’s penetrating questions. There is 
much more that can be said about each; we’ll share more at the 
Annual Meeting. I will miss the benefit of their gifts in this setting. 
 
As it leads the parish, the Vestry considers both the nuts and bolts 
of parish life as well as the larger perspective that ultimately 
animates our mission: how do we best love God and neighbor as 
Jesus teaches? Our Vestry benefits from the diverse perspectives 
that reside in this congregation, resulting from differing 
personalities and life experiences. I invite you to prayerfully 
consider who among us might be called to this kind of service and 
invite them by December 9. And pray for your Vestry and the work 
they do. Vestry calling.    Faithfully, Nick+ 
 

Vestry Description 
 

The Vestry is a Christian learning and leadership community of 
twelve parishioners serving three-year terms called to collaborate 
with the Rector, clergy and staff in building and carrying out a 
vision for the parish; exercise fiduciary responsibility for the 
building and finances; connect with members of the parish as 
visible leaders and shepherds; offer leadership for the various 
ministries of the parish; and grow in faith. Vestry meets the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month. Vestry candidates are expected to be active 
in at least one ministry in the parish; to attend the Vestry Retreat in 
March; to engage in other preparatory and leadership activities as 
needed. 
 

The Election Committee: 
Phil Bergen, Chair; Tim Lysaght, Stefano Migliuolo,  

Phil Trussell, Linnea Wren. 

For the proceedings of convention, click here: 
 

https://www.diomass.org/diocesan-convention-2019  

https://www.diomass.org/diocesan-convention-2019

