February/March/April 2019—Lent/Easter

Simply Grateful

The Rev. Nicholas
Morris-Kliment, Rector

Barefoot, under a blue sky, she
makes her way along the
narrow, rocky path snaking its
way up the side of the hill to
the main road. Atop her head
is perched a full, 5-gallon
water jug, made of dirty yellow
plastic. Wearing a brilliant red
dress, steadily, surely, her eyes
straight ahead, she brings lifegiving water that the
community will use for
cooking, cleaning, and
drinking.

This image, and the following
one, have remained with me since returning from our
trip to Haiti. (More details on p. 10)
Slowly, surely, with no wasted motion, the ageless
village matriarch provides hospitality in her sprawling
hillside tin-roofed home to her visiting daughter, five
American guests, two Haitian translators, four
household help, and a half dozen workmen from the
hills who are rebuilding the village clinic beside her
house. At each meal, a carefully and lovingly prepared
spread appears on the table in the crowded dining
room. Piled-high plates are brought outside to a table
where the workmen eat. With a gentle and knowing
smile, Madame Désire receives the gratitude of her
hungry guests.
Something shifted inside me during our visit to Haiti.
These two women living on hill in Lazil, the village of our
parish partner St. Luc’s, carefully, unhurriedly did their
simple yet essential work, completely in the moment.
Unknowingly, they helped me to be fully in the moment,
too. What a gift to be fully aware that I had everything I
needed, right then, right there. Even now, back in the
States, I have everything I need in this moment, right
now. Thanks be to God for the gift of this realization.
To be sure, Haiti has its tragic side. There is no
romanticizing it. In so many ways, it is a deeply
wounded land. Without a doubt, we have gifts and skills
that they need. But they, too, have gifts that we need.
For this hurried, restless, affluent westerner, the
grounded, steadiness of the people we met is a
Godsend, one that remains with me. I am grateful.

It’s easy to imagine that Jesus would have felt
completely at home in Lazil. People live on rough and
rocky land without running water or regular electricity,
in a state of clear interdependence with the land, their
animals, one another, and God. And it was easy to see
the face of Christ in those we met.
In her recent book Grateful: The Transformative Power
of Giving Thanks, Diana Butler Bass, a self-confessed but
reforming “ingrate,” writes this: “Jesus speaks of a
wildly untargetting God—one who lavishes drunken
wedding guests with even more and finer wine, who
throws seeds around with abandon, who issues
invitations to the unnamed poor to dine, who throws a
party for a profligate son, and who multiplies fish and
bread so that thousands may eat not once but twice. On
a massive crowd relentlessly pursuing him, he showers
blessings: ‘Blessed are the poor! Blessed are those who
hunger! (Matt. 5:3,6) Standing on the side of an ancient
hill, Jesus yells out, ‘Presents for everyone!’ ” (pp. 26-27)
On the side of that Haitian hill, I knew myself to be a
recipient of presents: the model hospitality and steady
determination of these Haitian women, and the gift of
gratitude for my brief sojourn on their hillside.
I invite us to gather three times in this Lent for
fellowship and conversation on how to make
gratitude a larger part of our lives, and to step into
the reckless blessing that Jesus offers us. See page four
for more details.
“Presents for everyone!”
Faithfully,
Nick
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The high school youth group will be traveling to New York City this year for
our annual service trip. All Christ Church high school students are invited to
participate—and participants can invite a friend to come along. This year’s
trip will be during the public school April vacation, which coincides with Holy
Week. We will leave early on Palm Sunday and return around lunch time on
Good Friday, so that participants will be able to be with family on Easter.
We are working with an organization called Experience Mission, and will be
staying at the Salvation Army Center in Harlem. Our main project each day
will be to prepare and serve a meal for guests at the Salvation Army, mostly
homeless people. Experience Mission will be organizing other projects for our
group, including working at a nearby elementary school (possibly renovating
the playground) and reading with children, and painting and other work at
the Salvation Army Center and the thrift shop. During our trip, we will have
some opportunities to experience New York, with an afternoon of sightseeing,
and a dinner out. We will be worshipping at an Episcopal Church (we haven’t
decided which one yet) on Maundy Thursday.
The cost of the trip will be $750 per person, and that includes transportation
(probably on the train) and meals. We suggest that participants bring $100 in
pocket money for our sightseeing and dinner out. Scholarship money is
available if the cost is prohibitive. Just speak to Scottie.
Currently we have two adult leaders, Mike Niden and Scottie Miller. We
expect to have about eight young people participating, though we have room
for up to twelve. We are actively looking for a third adult who can come with
us. For more information on the trip, to contribute to the scholarship fund, or
to suggest adults who might be interested in accompanying us, get in touch
with Mike Niden or Scottie Miller. Scottie’s email is: Scottie@ccneedham.org.
Mike can be reached at michaelniden@comcast.net .

Thursday, February 21
at 7pm
Join us for another fun evening
of conversation, camaraderie
and delicious food! Men’s
group monthly fellowship will
be meeting this month at Echo
Bridge Restaurant and all men
are welcome. Echo Bridge is
located at 1068 Chestnut St,
Newton Upper Falls.
Bring a friend; bring cash for
your share. We divide the
dinner and liquor checks. Need
a ride? Please let Bill Eichhold
know.

Please RSVP to
Bill Eichhold
weichh@yahoo.com
so he can make
reservations.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN LEARNING AT CHRIST CHURCH

We are excited to announce that we will once
again be having our annual “Untalent Show” on
Sunday, March 3rd immediately following the
10am service, at which the youth will sing.
This is the last Sunday before Lent begins and we will have a
"Mardi Gras Sunday" celebration complete with pancakes, food,
and fun for all ages. Contact Kristin Auffermann at
kauffermann@yahoo.com or 617-797-7710 to help decorate the
remodeled Fellowship Hall. Please also consider signing up to
share some untalent with the rest of us! Whether you have a funny
story or poem to share, a song, a dance, a skit or even playing the
spoons—we would love to have you participate in the show.
Sign up in Upper Parish Hall at coffee hour or contact Kim Lysaght
at kim@thelysaghts.com or 781-237-0709.

In addition to the Untalent Show
and Pancake Lunch, there will be
Lent-to-Go boxes, blessed in the
Church, for those who are not able
to get to Ash Wednesday services.
They will also contain aids to prayer
and reflection for the season of
Lent. Join us for the fun!

This has always been a fun event for all ages. Even if you aren’t part
of the show, definitely plan to attend and enjoy some flapjacks,
fun, and fellowship!
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN LEARNING AT CHRIST CHURCH
Tina Wray presents at
Wednesday Bible Study
Wednesday Bible Study was surely blessed in January
when the author of our companion text for the year,
“Good Girls, Bad Girls of the Old Testament,” Tina Wray,
professor at Salve Regina College in Newport, RI gave a
fabulous presentation on her subject. Her talk allowed
us to look back at what we have studied already and to
look forward to what will come next. She had photos of
archeological digs in which she participates and which
corroborate her theses. And she’s looking for
volunteers to go on future digs! Her humor and candor
made the morning fly by most enjoyably. The
opportunity for questions opened up the discussion to
all sorts of topics, but ended all too soon as our time
ran out. We are most grateful that the Scripture Study
Fund covered the expenses for her visit.

The podcast discussion continues in Epiphany. We
are listening to and/or reading and then discussing
selected podcasts from the ground-breaking,
Peabody Award-winning NPR program, On Being,
hosted by Krista Tippett.
The conversations address big questions of
meaning, purpose and value as found in spiritual
inquiry, science, social healing, and the arts. We
meet in Lower Parish Hall, 7:00pm to 8:30pm on
these Sundays and all are welcome!

Sunday, March 3
6:30pm Lower Parish Hall
For more info contact:

John Carr (johncarr268@gmail.com) or
Brian Mukherjee (brmu@comcast.net)

On Being Discussion—Sunday, March 3,

Strong Back, Soft Front, Wild
Heart—Interview with Brené Brown

Tina Wray, author of “Good Girls, Bad Girls of the Old
Testament” presents at Wednesday Bible Study Meeting.

“When we’re our best selves with each other, I don’t
think that’s what’s possible between people; I
believe that’s what’s true between people.” A wise
thinker and writer, and a sought out teacher by
leaders in many fields, Brené Brown is turning her
attention ever more to how we walked into the
crisis of our life together and how we can move
beyond it. Our belonging to one another across
every social divide, she says, can never be lost. But
it can be forgotten.
https://onbeing.org/programs/brene-brown-strongback-soft-front-wild-heart-feb2018/

This month, Stan Hitron and I officially begin our new roles as your Wardens. I will be
serving a two-year term and Stan will be serving a one-year term. There are also four new
Vestry members starting this month who join eight returning Vestry members bringing a
combined wealth of knowledge, skills, and experience to the leadership of our Parish. We
are most fortunate that Duncan Allen has graciously agreed to serve another year as our
Treasurer and Dave Carnahan has been elected to serve another year as our Clerk.
Stan and I are looking forward to working closely with the Vestry and our Clergy to
develop our goals and priorities for the upcoming year and then to engage and
collaborate with the broader parish to achieve these goals. This planning effort will be
undertaken at our annual Vestry Retreat which is scheduled for early March and we will
plan to share the results of our discussion with the broader Parish in the Spring.
If you have specific goals for the Parish that you feel should be considered by the Vestry,
please feel free to reach out to the Wardens, a Vestry member or our Clergy to provide
this input.
On behalf of Stan and me, we look forward to faithfully serving the Parish as we seek to
sustain and grow our vibrant Christian community.
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Jeff Murphy, Warden

Ash Wednesday Worship, March 6

7:30am “Ashes to Go” at Hersey Commuter Rail Platform
Noon and 7:00pm Liturgy with Homily and Impositions of
Ashes (Chapel)

Join with others for a—
- A simple meal
- A short presentation
- An honest conversation
about gratitude in the Christian life.
Three stand-alone sessions of about
an hour and half
Saturday, March 16
Breakfast 9:00am
(Upper Parish Hall)
Sunday, March 31
Supper 6:30pm
(Upper Parish Hall)
Wednesday, April 10
Noon
(Upper Parish Hall)
Questions? Would you like to help with
food?
Contact Nick at nick@ccneedham.org
or give him a call at 781-444-1469 x113

Lent Worship Notes:

All Services: Our Sunday liturgy (“work of the people”)
undergoes changes for Lent. Notable are beginnings and
endings. Marking the season as one of introspection and
repentance, the first Sunday of Lent begins with the Great
Litany. The Great Litany is a long prayer petitioning God for
protection from the sin and brokenness plaguing us
personally and corporately. We pray also for the six
categories of humanity called for in our Prayer Book: the
whole Church, its members and its mission; our nation and
those in authority; the welfare of the world; the concerns of
our local community; those who suffer or are in trouble; and
those who have died.
The rest of the Sundays in Lent will begin with the Penitential
Order. This rite puts first and foremost our intention to take
responsibility for our mistakes, as well as our need for God’s
love and mercy. We refrain from saying “Alleluia” throughout
Lent.
At the 10am service: The Choir and Altar party will enter in
silence through the door by the lectern, sit briefly, then stand
to lead the opening hymn. At the end of the service, the Choir
will sing the final hymn in place. After the hymn, the choir will
remain in place and sit at the dismissal. The Verger will lead
the clergy out down the center aisle to the Narthex in silence;
the preacher will give the dismissal: “Let us bless the Lord;”
no Alleluia response. The congregation is then invited to
remain in silence to enjoy a short postlude. These features
are meant to lead us to greater simplicity and introspection in
our worship, in keeping with the Lenten tradition of recentering ourselves on God.

Holy Week and Easter Worship
Palm Sunday, April 14

8:15am, 10:00am and 5:30pm; Passion Play; Choir & Palm
Procession at 10am Service

Holy Wednesday, April 17

7:00am Stations of the Cross in the Main Church

Maundy Thursday, April 18

6:30pm Simple Supper at the Altar steps in the Main Church
7:00pm Main Church Chancel Maundy Thursday Liturgy with
Choir, Homily, and Footwashing

Good Friday, April 19

Prayer Book Liturgy with homily, simple song, pre-sanctified
Communion,
Noon in the Chancel of Main Church
7:30pm Tenebrae in the Main Church

Holy Saturday, April 20

7:30pm: The Great Vigil of Easter at St. Paul’s Dedham

Easter Sunday, April 21

9:00am and 11:00am Festive Choral Eucharist with hymns
and brass in Main Church.
10:15am Easter Egg Hunt
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Dear Christ Church Family,
“Singing is praying twice.” - Saint Augustine
As Music Director, I am always searching for new music,
new musical ideas to present, and new Choir members
to present the music. We need new members.
Recruiting is a difficult task, since many people think
they have nothing to offer. “You don’t want to hear me
sing!” or “I don’t have time for one more thing,” or
“Choir already sounds great, why would you want me?”
These are just a few of the many excuses people have
for not joining Choir. Let’s put things in perspective.
Each person has unique DNA, body type, and
fingerprints as well as speaking and singing voices. If
you have a speaking voice, you already have a singing
voice. Some people are soloists, most are not, so, yes,
you are needed in our ensemble. All voice types add to
the overall vocal sound. God gave you a voice to use;
please use it. Your voice is a human flesh and bones
instrument, housed in your body, to use any time you
wish. How cool is that? Use your gift as often as
possible: sing in the shower, sing a baby to sleep, sing
to get people enthused, sing to ease pain, sing to pray,
sing to share spirituality with others. Joining the Choir
is a ministry that touches the lives of many people.
Consider adding your voice to the Choir roster for this
upcoming Lent/Easter season. We meet on Thursday
evenings from 7pm to 9pm in the Sanctuary. We learn
all types of music from classical
to contemporary. We work
AND we have fun doing it! If
you have had a weary day at
work, the Choir can be the
antidote. Sing, laugh, and
come away feeling uplifted and
refreshed. Then share your gift
of song on Sundays at the 10am
service. Come to a rehearsal
one time. If you don’t like it, at
least you tried. If you do like it,
stay. Join Choir. Find your joy!
Pam Goody,
Peace, Pam
Music Director

Friday, April 19 7:30pm
Thunder, lightning, darkness and stillness are all
part of the dramatic story of the Passion. Experience, first-hand, the re-telling of Christ’s last moments on earth. On Good Friday, April 19th, the
public is invited to Christ Episcopal Church for its
Tenebrae service (“Shadows”). Through scripture,
prayer and choral anthems, you will be swept up in
the awesomeness of the moment. Christ Church is
the ONLY church that presents this unique program. Guest flutist, Bruce Goody.
Please note: due to the dramatic nature of the program, this evening’s service is not appropriate for
young children or those who are easily startled.
Tenebrae Service will be held in the Sanctuary and
is handicap accessible. For information, please call
the church office: 781-444-1469

Palm Sunday: 10:00am service in the Sanctuary
Maundy Thursday: a simple, Middle Eastern
potluck meal at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary, followed
by a 7:00pm service including foot washing, choral
Eucharist and the stripping of the altar.
Good Friday Tenebrae Service: 7:30pm in the
Sanctuary. Guest flutist, Bruce Goody
(See “Tenebrae Service at Christ Church” details
elsewhere in this issue.)
Easter Sunday: 9:00am and 11:00am.
Choral Eucharist. Guest instrumentalists: Mike
Peipman, trumpet and Bruce Goody, flute.

Women’s Dinner Night Out! Save the date!
Wednesday, March 20th at 6:30pm

No cooking required! Dinner is served at District 118
Kitchen and Bar located at 118 Needham Street in
Newton! Please contact Donna Vello to let her know
if you are able to attend so a reservation can be
made for the correct number of women.
donna.vello@gmail.com or 617-584-2939

Sunday, April 28th...time and place to be
determined...save the date
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The Annual Meeting was held on Sunday, February 3rd. Lunch was
served by our ambitious and talented Youth Group with the guidance of
Michael Niden, Rev. Scottie, Tim Lysaght and Eamon Melvin. We added
four new members to the Vestry. We are grateful for the service of
Nardin Baker, Kim Rocco and Martin Walter who have served in this
capacity for the past three years. Thank you!
Jeff Murphy was elected a Warden for a two-year term. Stan Hitron
moves from pro tem Warden to fill in the second year of Joe Barr’s term.
A hearty thanks to Joe Barr for his faithful service this past year as
Warden for the third time! Joe worked closely with Nick and the Vestry
discerning the needs of the parish. Thank you, Joe!
Thank you, also, to Amy Sweeney and Annie Russell who were elected
as Delegates to Diocesan Convention.

Jeff Murphy, Warden
On January 26, 2019 Jeff was received into
the Episcopal Church by Bishop Bud
Cederholm at the Cathedral of St. Paul in
Boston with Rev. Scottie Miller presenting.

Amy Sweeney,

Delegate to Diocesan
Convention

David Borah,

Investment Committee,
Chair

New Chair of Christ
Church Investment
Committee

Nardin Baker has stepped
down as chair of our
Investment Committee after
nearly a dozen years of
excellent work. Nardin was
the prime mover for the
carefully thought-out policies
that have governed our
endowment since spring of
2007, when our current
policies were put in place. We
are grateful for his skillful
leadership of this important
aspect of our stewardship.
Nardin has prepared a careful
transition for parishioner
David Borah, the new chair.
David is a finance professional
with many years of experience
with portfolio management.
Thank you, Nardin and David.

Welcome to our new Vestry members! Each serves for three years.
Thank you Phil Bergin, Bob Keener, Ingrid Melvin and Annie Russell
for offering your time and talent to guide Christ Church.

Phil Bergen

Bob Keener

Ingrid Melvin
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Annie Russell

Pot Luck Brunch
Sunday, March 24th
Circle of Hope expanded its Emergency
Response Program in the last year, allowing us
to help more families who suddenly become
homeless as a result of house fires, major
storms, or domestic violence. In January, we
gave clothing and coats to a family who lost
their home in a Dorchester fire. After another
fire destroyed an apartment building in
Cambridge just two weeks later, we reached
out to our partners in the neighborhood and
brought extra clothing, toiletries, and towels
to help the displaced families.
You can help families get back on their feet
after these traumatic experiences. Join our
“Go-To Crew” to receive emails when we have
urgent requests for specific donations. When
you receive a Go-To Crew email, donate the
needed items to Circle of Hope as soon as
possible so that we can give them to the family
in need. If you are not able to respond to the
request, that’s Ok, too! You are not obligated
to donate every time you receive a request. To
sign up for the Go-To Crew, visit our website at
www.circleofhopeonline.org.

Circle of Hope
Drop-off hours:

Hours:

Circle of Hope volunteers Bruce
Goody and Harding Ounanian, Jr.
load the COH van for an emergency
delivery to Dorchester

Monday
9am-11am
Tuesday
9am-11am
3pm-5pm
Wednesday
9am-11am
3pm-5pm
Thursday
9am-11am
Saturday
(Sept-June)
9am-11am

For more information, visit
www.circleofhopeonline.org

12 Noon At the home of Isabel's Nickerson at 31 Stockdale
Road in Needham. Invitations will be sent to current
members. If you would like to find out more about this
ministry please call Patty Smith 781-540-9029 or email her
at episcopalia@gmail.com

Spring Luncheon for Seniors
Sunday, April 28

A luncheon for Seniors will be held on Sunday, April 28th
following the 10am worship service. This lovely event is
being sponsored by the Pastoral Response Ministry team.
Invitations will be mailed soon.

News from The Community Gallery!
Going into our second year, we have some wonderful
exhibits lined up to get us through the winter and into the
spring! In February, we welcome an up and coming artist
from Needham High School, Aiden Keane, to the gallery.
You might remember the incredible peace image he did for
Kids4Peace which is now part of our permanent collection
in Upper Parish Hall. He is raising money for the Beth Israel
Disautomonia Department which has personally impacted
his family.
During Lent, our show will be "Introspections and
Meditations." We welcome artists of all ability to put a
piece in this meaningful show. The drop-off date will be
March 4 from 12 :00 noon to 1:00pm. If you cannot make
this time please contact me and we can arrange another
time.
Spread the word! You do not have to be from Christ church
to participate.
April will be a colorful show from two friends, Joan Sewall,
a photographer, and Nancy Carroll, a woodcarver who has
made and donated a wonderful sign for the gallery. And in
May when the birds are chirping, we hope to have a group
show celebrating music with a musical reception at Coffee
Hour. Look for details to come and please contact me with
suggestions, big and small ideas and questions!
Blessings,
Lucy Nims-LaFleche
617/947-0671
lucylafleche@aol.com
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A large delegation of CEC members attended the beautiful ordination celebration of Rev. Jennifer
McCracken. Bishop Bud and Ruthanne Cederholm and Rev. Skip and Kathy Windsor, former Rectors and their
wives, also attended.

January 27, 2019
Jennifer McCracken’s Ordination was put off for a week due to bad weather.
Nick was unable to attend, as he had already committed to the parish partner
trip to Haiti. We had extra time to chat beforehand because Bishop Alan
Gates had taken suddenly, though not critically, ill, and we had to wait for
Bishop Gayle Harris. Despite the circumstances, it was lovely to have the
opportunity for fellowship with friends past and present before the service.
Finally, as Bishop Harris said several times during the course of the service,
we got to see Jennifer McCracken come down the aisle with the procession.
The congregation joined heartily in the singing of hymns, and the St.
Michael’s Choir sounded sweet and cheerful. Members of the MANNA
Community sang several powerful songs, including leading the congregation
in “Amazing Grace” during communion.
The readings included Matthew 5:1-11, the beatitudes. In her sermon, the
Rev. Tina Rathbone spoke about how it is the poor in spirit, the meek, those
who weep, who hunger and thirst for righteousness, not those who have
success that are blessed; and she spoke of how topsy turvy that is. She broke
down into tears by the end of her sermon.
After the service, Jennifer accepted gifts from the MANNA Community –
including a poem and a beautiful chasuble. The Ordination of Jennifer
McCracken shone bright with hope, love, and inspiration.

“Anyone who knows Jennifer
knows how she loves, and how she
prays, and how she works to build
justice and birth life and nurture
hope and joy with and among
people far and wide knows this is
true. Jennifer was born to become many things to many people, and I don’t claim to know
even one tenth of them, but Jennifer was also, surely, born to become a priest…”
~ From Tina Rathbone’s sermon
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Contributed by Nancy Stern, Parish Archivist
A number of our most senior and beloved parishioners have
moved away from Needham in the past six months. Here is
where they have gone:
Barbara McCabe:
Just before Christmas, Barbara moved from Needham to an
assisted living facility in Mashpee on the Cape to be near her
son, Scott. She has the distinction of being the final living link
with the founding of the parish in 1894: her grandfather, Frank
Hunt, served on our first Vestry. She was baptized, confirmed,
and married (to Bob) here. Her mother, Luanne, and three of
her aunts sang in the choir. Years later, Barbara sang in the
Junior Choir. Her children also grew up in the church and one
was married here also. She enjoyed working at the Fair on the
doll and Swedish pancake tables for many years. She also
worked for Lois Stephens, our Director of Education. Barbara
had praise for the various clergy who helped her in times of
need. During Nick’s recent visit to her on the Cape, she
remarked about her years at Christ Church, “I enjoyed every
minute!”
Jeanette and Harry Duvall:
Jeanette and Harry recently moved from Needham to
Falmouth, Maine to be near one of their daughters. Until then,
they had both lived in Needham their entire lives. Both were
baptized, confirmed and married at Christ Church (1962); their
four children grew up here, as well. Both remember the
heydays of Sunday School and what fun it was. Harry was
active in the Men’s Club and remembers being a waiter at the
Roast Beef dinners for years and always enjoyed ushering.
Jeanette was on Vestry several times and taught Sunday
School and Chapel. She was active in various prayer groups
and the Intercessory Prayer Group. She also greatly enjoyed
being a Eucharistic minister. She feels that our parish is a very
prayerful one and her faith journey is the most important part
of her life. They will miss all the wonderful people from Christ
Church
Bob and Rita Fowler:
The Fowlers recently moved to New Hampshire to be closer to
their daughter and son. Each winter they reside in Florida.
Bob also was baptized and confirmed in our church. Rita
joined when they married. Bob remembers his Sunday School
days and the Old Testament book he got for three years of
perfect attendance. For many years he was the Church
Treasurer as well as Chairman of the Stewardship Committee.
Both were on the board of the Couples Club and on the
committee for our church’s One Hundredth Anniversary
Celebration. Rita was a busy choir mother to 25 Junior Choir
members, the early version of Shelter Cooking, and manning
the pizza table at the Yankee Fair for years. She was also
active in the Mother’s Group and was instrumental in
involving the group in helping and visiting patients at the
Medfield State Hospital. They, too, are moving forward.
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A group of six visited Lazil, Haiti, from in January to
renew ties with our friends at St. Luc's parish.
Individuals from Christ Church included pastor Rev. Nick
Morris-Kliment, Margaret Pantridge and Betsy Keener.
The Rev. Holly Hartman, Missioner for Global
Partnerships, represented the Massachusetts Diocese.
The visit was facilitated by our esteemed Haitian
interpreters Watson Drouilard and Valery Ariston.
Lazil, a remote, subsistence farming community in the
mountains of Haiti's southern peninsula, was humming
with activity. In the center of the village, construction of
a five-room health clinic was underway and the walls of
a new church (replacing one
destroyed by the 2010 earthquake)
had risen to about the half-way point.
An attractive, newly constructed barn
held eight goats donated by Christ
Church parishioners at Christmas to
the village's now-independent goat
co-op. All three projects are
independently funded by charity and
have roots in Christ Church missions.
Activities during the visit included a
spirited music and dance concert
performed by the St. Luc's band, a
children's fun day with a rousing tug
o'war and a goat meal and a church
service in which Rev. Morris-Kliment
delivered the sermon.
The focus of the trip was the St. Luc's
elementary school partnership that
has been supported by Christ Church
with an annual donation (recently
$3,600) since 2007 and the music
program, which has been supported
through annual individual donations
totaling $2,000-3,000 from Christ
Church members since 2011. These
funds pay the salaries of the school's
five teachers and the music teacher,
who provides weekly music lessons. The Needhamites
met with Pere Jean Milor, St. Luc's priest, and Jean
Rony, the school superintendent and lay leader.
The school is educating 87 pupils from 3 to 12 years old
in grades K-6. Jean Rony said graduates will continue
their educations at secondary schools in the area. There
is an exam at the 9th grade level. He said 15 students
have gone onto university and five have gone onto
vocational school in Leogane in approximately the past

five years. Rosy Gilles, the nurse in the Lazil clinic, went
to St. Luc's School. The band has about 30 members and
at Christ Church's request, the number of girls in the
band has increased to seven.
Jean Rony expressed concern about the school's
physical condition. Christ Church in summer 2018 gave
the school $900 for repairs that were needed due to
wear and tear on the buildings. These were the
remainder of funds originally raised from private
donations to help rebuild the village after the 2016
hurricane. Jean Rony oversaw the building of six long
wooden desks and the addition of sheet metal to the
front of the building facing the road.
However, two doors and sheet metal
are still needed to secure the building
and replace plywood on the back, and
the cistern is in poor repair, affecting
the cleanliness of the rainwater it
collects for the children's use.
Jean Rony requested funds to
improve the school building, give
teachers a raise and pay them
through the summer when school is
not in session. He said continuation of
the music program is very important
to the community.
The travelers regretted to inform Jean
Rony and Pere Milor that a recent cut
in the Christ Church outreach budget
will result in a smaller donation
beginning in September. This will
probably mean a teacher layoff. The
music program is currently scheduled
to end in June because donations
from individuals have dwindled.
The Christ Church group said it is
hoping to stage a fundraiser that will
compensate for the shortfall, but that
funding is now more uncertain than it
has been in recent years. Support
from individual Christ Church parishioners would be
much appreciated. Please contact Margaret Pantridge,
Betsy Keener or Rev. Morris-Kliment with any questions.
The travelers learned that in the same spirit in which
Christ Church prays for our friends in St. Luc's parish
every Sunday, they pray for us.
~ Submitted by Margaret Pantridge

Donations are needed and so welcomed to continue to support the program at the level we
have done in past years to keep things moving forward. For more information or to make a
donation, please contact Margaret Pantridge or Barbara Murphy. Checks can also be made out
to Christ Church with either “St. Luc’s School” or “Lazil Music Program” in the memo line, and
sent to the Christ Church office. Mpantridge@verizon.net or barbb4759@gmail.com
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A Pastoral Letter from the Bishops to the People of the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts
January 17, 2019
Dear People of the Diocese of Massachusetts,
Since October 2017, when #MeToo began to spread virally in conversations on social media about sexual abuse
and harassment, primarily in the workplace, shocking stories of misconduct have come to light involving
business leaders, celebrities, politicians and many others. Sadly, the church has not been immune from
instances of sexual abuse and harassment. As a result of this heightened awareness and flood of painful stories,
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and President of the House of Deputies Gay Clark Jennings issued a call in
January 2018 to The Episcopal Church to “examine its history and come to a fuller understanding of how it has
handled or mishandled cases of sexual harassment, exploitation and abuse through the years.” They invited
voices from across the church to help determine how to proceed in both “atoning for the church’s past and
shaping a more just future.”
Thankfully, many of those voices have been heard over the past year. Stories were collected and anonymously
related in a “Liturgy of Listening” at the 79th General Convention last July in Austin, Texas. They also inspired a
number of resolutions which came before General Convention, among them resolution D034 which called for a
three-year suspension of the statute of limitations on clergy disciplinary cases involving sexual misconduct
against adults. There is no time limit on reporting clergy sexual misconduct against children and youth under
age 21. The adoption of this resolution, which lifts the statute of limitations from January 1, 2019, through
December 31, 2021, provides an opportunity for those injured or affected by sexual misconduct by Episcopal
clergy to relate their stories, as well as a vehicle for the church to respond with disciplinary processes for the
clergy responsible for these acts and with concrete actions toward the healing of individuals, congregations
and, in some cases, entire dioceses affected by abusive actions.
In our own diocese, we recognize that clergy are not the only ones who have committed acts of abuse or
harassment in the church. Some who are lay staff, volunteers or other parishioners have acted inappropriately.
For several months, a new #MeToo Task Force of our diocese has been in conversation and has been
considering how to respond in situations where a lay person has engaged in sexual misconduct within the
church. While there is no canonical disciplinary process for lay persons as there is for clergy, our desire is that
our churches be safe places for everyone, environments where all can thrive in faith in God and service to their
neighbors. The #MeToo Task Force is considering ways to encourage the sharing of stories, protocols for
response, and events to atone for these harmful actions and to engender in our congregations a deeper
awareness of our baptismal call to “respect the dignity of every human being.”
As your bishops, we invite you to take several actions as you may be moved to do so:
First, we hope every member of our diocese will remember all who are victims of sexual abuse, harassment,
exploitation, or human trafficking in your prayers both publicly and privately. For too long, these stories have
existed in the shadows. As painful as it may be, it is time to bring them to light, to examine the failings of the
church, to pursue appropriate discipline and repentance for those who have committed acts of misconduct,
and to seek healing for victims and others affected by these actions.
Second, we invite those who have been affected by acts of sexual abuse, harassment or misconduct by clergy,
whether in this diocese or elsewhere, to relate their stories to one of our diocesan intake officers for clergy
disciplinary matters, Starr Anderson (starrkanderson@gmail.com) and the Rev. Thea Keith-Lucas
(revthea@gmail.com). Those coming forward with a complaint can be assured that their identity will be held in
confidence until and unless they agree that it may be revealed to others. The Episcopal Church’s clergy
disciplinary process can be found in detail at www.titleiv.org.
Finally, stay alert for reports from the #MeToo Task Force as it
prepares a protocol for receiving stories of misconduct by lay
persons and develops resources to assist our congregations in
further developing a climate that nurtures and respects the
dignity of each person.
Faithfully,
The Rt. Rev. Alan M. Gates
Bishop Diocesan

The Rt. Rev. Gayle E. Harris
Bishop Suffragan
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Christ Church is committed to ensuring that our church is a welcoming,
inclusive, and safe place for every member, particularly children and
young people. Every member of our staff, all parish officers and vestry
members, and every volunteer who works with children or young
people must complete a “safe church training” course approved by our
national church and our diocese, and periodically undergo refresher
training. (All volunteers who do in-home, hospital, or nursing home
visits also complete the training.) The course helps staff and volunteers
to implement policies that help ensure a safe environment and assist
adults in setting good boundaries, preventing unsafe or inappropriate
behavior, and recognizing signs of any kind of abuse.
For a number of years, Christ Church has had a vestry-approved Safe
Church Policy, outlining how concerns are addressed and reported, and
how our church creates a safe place for all parishioners. We are in the
process of reviewing our policy and making sure that it is easy to
understand and clear. The policy will be reviewed at our February
vestry and approved in February or March, and we will then post it on
our website and make it available to all.
We are also in the midst of training and refresher courses for staff and
volunteers. Many thanks to Nardin Baker for serving as administrator of
our safe church training courses. The course is on line and can be
completed in private; Nardin will be monitoring to be sure everyone
required to take the training completes it, and we will keep certificates
of completion in the office.

Thanks to your donations of goodies, and the
work of Kim Rutherford and Ginny Yeradi, our
kids away at college or in the military enjoyed
receiving packages prepared with love from
Christ Church, including notes to them from
our younger kids at CEC.

“Thank you for all
your hard work in
doing this. I know
that it makes the
recipients really feel
loved, remembered,
and happy.”
~ A happy parent

“This is so sweet
thank you so much
for the wonderful
Valentine’s Day gift!”
~ A happy student

The solar system continues to generate savings for the Church
and carbon-free energy for our power needs. For 2018 as a
whole, the system generated 49,787 kWh and saved the
Church about $592. The system generated 3,950 kWh of
electricity last month and saved the Church about $220.

1132 Highland Avenue
Needham, MA 02494
781- 444-1469
www.ccneedham.org
The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector
nick@ccneedham.org Ext: 113
The Rev. Scottie Miller, Associate Rector
scottie@ccneedham.org Ext: 112
Pamela Goody, Music Director
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org Ext: 116
Kathleen Ganz, Parish Administrator
office@ccneedham.org Ext: 110
Charles W. Raines, Organist
Ken Cook, Sexton
facilities@ccneedham.org Ext: 111
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper
control@ccneedham.org Ext: 114
Geralda Jean, Sunday Childcare Provider
Jeff Murphy, Warden
Stan Hitron, Warden
Duncan Allen, Treasurer
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer
David Carnahan, Clerk
Phil Bergen
Denise Degroff
Janet Haines
Bob Keener
Tim Lysaght
Ingrid Melvin
Stefano Migliuolo
Michael Niden
Annie Russell
Patty Smith
Phil Trussell
Linnea Wren

Regular Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 9am – 2pm
Either Nick or Scottie is almost always
present and available beyond posted
office hours on weekdays; please call or
email them to make an appointment to
be sure.
Scottie’s day off: Thursday
Nick’s day off: Friday
Staff Meeting:
11am Mondays
9am Second Monday of the month
Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM) :
Tuesdays, 9:30am
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper:
Usually in the office on Mondays
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February/March/April 2019 Calendar
February 3 – Sunday
Annual Meeting – one morning service
9:45 Childcare!
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:30am Annual Meeting
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship
6:30pm Confirmation Class
February 4 – Monday
10:00am Knitting Ministry
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:45pm Study Buddies
February 5 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
7:00pm Property Meeting

February 20 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
7:00pm Bible Study

March 8-9 – Friday/Saturday
Youth Group Retreat, Harris Center, NH
Confirmation Class City Reach
Overnight

February 21 – Thursday
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

March 10 – Sunday – Lent I

February 24 – Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
[No childcare/church school]
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship
February 25 – Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:45pm Study Buddies
February 26 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
7:15pm Vestry Meeting

February 6 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study
February 7 – Thursday
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
3:45pm Study Buddies
February 10 – Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00am Shelter Cooking
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship
6:30pm Men’s Group
February 11 – Monday
9:15am Staff Meeting
Noon MANNA Lunch (Cathedral)
3:45pm Study Buddies
February 12 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
7:00pm Finance Meeting

February 27 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study

February 28 – Thursday
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
March 1-2 – Friday/Saturday
Vestry Retreat
March 3 – Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:30am Mardi Gras/Untalent Show
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship
6:30pm Men’s Group Podcast
Discussion
6:30pm Confirmation Class
March 4 – Monday
10:00am Knitting Ministry
11:00am Staff Meeting3:45pm Study
Buddies

February 13 –Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study
February 14 – Thursday
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
February 17 – Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
[No childcare/church school]
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship
February 18 – Monday
Presidents Day – office closed
February 19 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
11:00am Staff Meeting

*Daylight Savings Time begins*
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00am Shelter Cooking
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship
6:30pm Youth Group
March 11 – Monday
9:00am Staff Meeting
Noon MANNA Lunch (Cathedral)
3:45pm Study Buddies

March 12 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
7:00pm Finance Meeting
March 13 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study
March 14 – Thursday
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
March 16 - Saturday
9:00am Simple Grateful Gatherings
(Upper Parish Hall—Breakfast)

March 17 – Sunday – Lent II
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship
March 18 – Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:45pm Study Buddies

March 19 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
March 5 – Tuesday
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
7:15pm Vestry Meeting
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
7:00pm Property Meeting
March 20 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
March 6 – Ash Wednesday
Noon Holy Eucharist
7:00am Ashes-to-Go (Hersey Station) 3:45pm Study Buddies
10:00am Bible Study
7:00pm Bible Study
Noon Ash Wednesday Service
March 21 – Thursday
(Chapel)
3:45pm Study Buddies
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
7:00pm Ash Wednesday Service
(Chapel)
March 7 – Thursday
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
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February/March/April 2019 Calendar
March 24 – Sunday – Lent III
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship
6:30pm Confirmation Class
6:30pm Youth Group
March 25 – Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:45pm Study Buddies
March 26 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
March 27 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study

April 7 – Sunday – Lent V
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00am Shelter Cooking
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship
April 8 – Monday
9:30am Staff Meeting
MANNA Lunch (Cathedral)
3:45pm Study Buddies
April 9 – Tuesday
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
7:00pm Finance Committee
April 10 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
12:00noon Noonday Prayer
10:00am Simple Grateful Gatherings
(Upper Parish Hall—Brunch)
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study

March 28 –Thursday
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

March 31 – Sunday – Lent IV

8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship
6:30pm Simple Grateful Gatherings
(Upper Parish Hall—Supper)

April 11 – Thursday
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

April 14 – Palm Sunday

8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
[No Childcare or Church School]
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship

April 1 – Monday
10:00am Knitting Ministry
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:45pm Study Buddies

April 14, Sunday – April 19, Friday
Youth Group Service Trip to NYC

April 2 – Tuesday
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
7:00pm Property Meeting

April 16 – Tuesday
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:15pm Vestry Meeting

April 15 – Monday

Patriots Day – office closed

April 3 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
12:00noon Noonday Prayer
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study

April 17 – Wednesday
7:00am Stations of the Cross
10:00am Bible Study
12:00noon Noonday Prayer
7:00pm Bible Study

April 4 – Thursday
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

April 19 – Good Friday

12:00noon Good Friday Liturgy
6:45pm Tenebrae Service
All Night Vigil (until Friday noon)

April 20 Holy Saturday

7:30pm The Great Vigil of Easter at St.
Paul’s Dedham

April 21 – Easter Sunday

9:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II with Choir
10:15am Easter Egg Hunt
11:00am Holy Eucharist Rite II with
Choir (No 5:30pm service)
April 22 – Monday
Office closed
April 23 – Tuesday
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
11:00am Staff Meeting
April 24 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
12:00noon Noonday Prayer
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study
April 25 – Thursday
3:45pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
April 28 – Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:15am Senior Brunch
11:30am Confirmation Class to Islamic
Center
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship
6:30pm Youth Group
April 29 – Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:45pm Study Buddies
April 30 – Tuesday
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry

April 18 – Maundy Thursday

April 5, Friday – April 6, Saturday
Confirmation Class Retreat –
Barbara C. Harris Center, NH

6:30pm Simple Supper
7:00pm Maundy Thursday Service
8:00pm All Night Vigil (until Friday
noon)
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