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December  2018—Advent 

The Visitor 
Not too many days ago, I sat in a line of traffic in my car 
on Beacon Street in Newton, on the Green Line 
overpass next to Waban Station. 
 

The sleeping overhead traffic signal had suddenly 
woken up, and began to blink in red. Pedestrians could 
now safely cross the street without having to imitate 
OJ Simpson in one of those Hertz rental car ads from 
the 1970s. 
 

As I sat there, thinking I was in a hurry, three magic 
words popped into my mind: Stop. Look. Listen. 
 

I’m not sure from which of my mental iCloud files these 
words emerged: Grade school—an elementary school 
teacher seeking to bring bumptious school children 
into obedience? Television—a public service jingle to 
educate children about safe road crossing? Radio—a 
top 40 hit by the Stylistics in 1971? I’m not sure. 
 

But they make the perfect mantra for Advent.  In the 
calendar year, we are encouraged to sprint into 
consumer frenzy. In the Church year, we are invited to 
slow down to prepare ourselves for the coming Guest. 
In the consumerist worldview, our eyes are seduced by 
the latest shiny object. In the Church’s worldview, we 
are invited to look with eye of the heart, beneath the 
surface of things. In the news cycle we are shouted 
down by cynicism and despair. In the cycle of the 
Church year, we are quietly wooed by Love so 
powerful, he could not resist becoming one of us. Stop. 
Look. Listen. 
 

Sometimes we move so fast, try to accomplish so 
much, multi-task so frantically, that we lose the ability 
to be present to those around us, and to the Holy One 
who is always closer than our breath.  

Advent gives us the 
opportunity to recalibrate 
our spirits. You might start 
with the Advent calendar on 
page seven of this Visitor. 
 

Stop rushing. Take time to 
breathe, to simply be. 
 

Look around, without and 
within. Really see those 
around you. 
 

Listen to pains of the world, 
and to the longings of your 
own heart. 
 

In this way, we allow our souls to expand and connect 
with others.  In this way, we stop rushing and start 
living. In this way, we make room for the Christ Child. 
 

We do not underestimate the difficulties of this path. 
Many forces array against it.  
 

Yet Love is relentless.  Jesus says, “Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in and eat. (Rev. 3.20) 
 

Stop. Look. Listen.  
May your Advent be blessed with 
room for the One who slows us down 
and brings us Good News.         
 

Faithfully, 
Nick+ 

Stop. Look. Listen.  It’s Advent. 

The Rev. Nicholas 

Morris-Kliment, Rector 

 

Celebrate the season at the Christ Church Christmas party on Saturday, 
December 15, 6:30 - 9:30pm! Lovely Christmas music, great fellowship, festive 
Christmas décor, and a cash bar (also alcohol-free punch). Attendance is free 
but you are encouraged to bring hot or cold hors d'oeuvres or finger 
desserts...there will be sign up sheets after coffee hour. Please contact Jo-Anne 
Allen at jo-anne.fpior@hotmail.com or 781-444-3271 for information  

Christ Church Christmas Party  
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LAS POSADAS 
Youth Group Event—December 16th! 
 

Young people from grades eight through 12 are invited to attend a 
Diocesan youth event on December 16.  Regular youth group meetings 
are for high school students, but this special event seems like so much 
fun, we want to make sure eighth graders are invited too. 
 

We will be visiting Ecclesia San Lucas in Chelsea on December 16 from 
6:30pm-9pm. This event is for young people from all over the diocese 
and will include an informal worship time with Bishop Gayle Harris, 
great music, and wonderful food (mostly special seasonal treats from 
Mexico and Central America).  The event is a youth celebration of the tradition of Las Posadas, a 
Christmas custom from Mexico and Central America, in which "Mary and Joseph" visit all the homes 
in a village and are turned away, until finally, someone (usually the local church) invites them in, and 
the whole village celebrates together.  This celebration invites young people to contemplate what it 
means to welcome the stranger, and to provide shelter to those in need—and is just an incredible 
amount of fun! 
 

The Diocese asks that we send a rough head count so that there will be enough food.  We also need 
to make sure we have adequate transportation.  To register, or to find out more, please contact Rev. 
Scottie either by cell (978-979-1694), by email (Scottie@ccneedham.org) or in person. 

Christmas is fast approaching and so we are putting our thoughts on 
Christmas and the Christ Church Annual Giving Tree. The agencies we 
serve would like to have our offering of gifts to the recipients by Monday, 
December 17th. All gifts will need to be at Christ Church by Sunday, 
December 16th. 

Annual Christmas Giving Tree 2018—Tags are on the tree! 

Women's Winter Care Packages:  
We will be donating the Women's 
Winter Care Packages again this 
year. These are bags for the women 
living at Shepherd House, a program 
for women in recovery run by Victory 
Programs.  (Bags are silver this year!) 
 

The items we include in each bag 
are: Hat, scarf, gloves or mittens, 
toothpaste and toothbrush, lip 
gloss, body/hand lotion and 
shampoo. You may add anything 
else to the bag (lipstick, night gown, 
jewelry, etc.) that you wish, 
including a note of encouragement 
to the woman who receives the bag. 
All are greatly appreciated! You may 
also fill up a bag of your own with all 
the items listed.  

Gifts for Children:  
Tags are on the Giving Tree for the 
children of the women living at 
Shepherd House. Please take a 
tag, carefully check the number on 
your tag, and sign up on the 
“Shepherd House Children’s Gift” 
sign-up sheet.  

Gift Cards for Women at 
Transition House:  
We will also again be making gifts 
to Transition House, a women’s 
domestic abuse shelter located in 
Cambridge. We will be collecting 
$25 gift cards to Target.   

If you have any questions 
or we can be of any help, 
please feel free to 
contact a member of the 
Giving Tree team.  

Alyssa Kence:  
akence@hotmail.com 
 

Harding Ounanian, Jr.:  
hardingo@verizon.net 
 

Donna Vello:  
donna.vello@gmail.com  
or  617-584-2939 

mailto:Scottie@ccneedham.org
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Good Girls, Bad Girls: 
Women in the Old Testament 
 

Was Eve a good girl or a  
bad girl? 
 

Questions like this about Eve, Sarah, 
Hagar, Bathsheba, and many other 
women in the Old Testament will be the 
subject of 2018-2019 Wednesday Bible 
Study.  Given contemporary 
understanding of the role of women, 
how might we interpret the lives of these 
women in relevant, meaningful ways?   
 

Together, we will examine the individual 
choices made by these women as well as 
the larger context in which their actions 
were a part, looking at their behaviors in relation to the culture of 
their time.  Additionally, we will focus on the Jewish perspective 
in which these stories were originally written and the Christian 
interpretation of them since the time of Jesus.  This theme will 
provide a wide exposure to many books of the Old Testament, so 
is a good way to increase your familiarity with them.  
 

The companion text for this class is “Good Girls, Bad Girls” by T.J. 
Wray.  Morning class meets September 19, 2018- May 22, 2019 
from 10-12 noon; evening class from 7-8:30pm.  This is not a 
lecture format, but a discussion based opportunity led by Tracy 
Rubin, MTS, Harvard Divinity School.  Any degree of participation 
is welcome.  It’s never too late to join this wonderful class.  

Tracy Rubin 

 

 

CHRISTIAN LEARNING AND FORMATION 
FOR ALL AGES  

Weekly Men’s 
Prayer Group  
Tuesday mornings: 
8:00am - 8:45am 
 

Come join us in the Memorial Room 
at 8:00am for a structured but 
informal time of prayer and 
conversation ending at 8:45am. An 
opening prayer, conversation 
about Scripture and our lives, an 
opportunity to connect with one 
another and God.  
 

Contact Nick with questions at  
nick@ccneedham.org or  
781-444-1469, ext. 113 

Signs of our 
Gratitude: 
 

Our Thanksgivings 
 

See the sticky notes on the Kiosk in the 
Upper Parish Hall. See all the things our 
parishioners and common artists gave 
thanks for at the Ingathering in worship 
on November 18. Thanks be to God for 
all our gifts! 
 

Annual Appeal Update  
 

As of Monday, November 26, our 
response stood at 88 pledges for 
$280,726.  Thank you to all who have 
pledged already! Last year's final totals 
were 135 pledges for $377,552. Pledge 
cards and information are in the 
narthex, outside the office, and in the 
Upper Parish Hall.  Or, pledge on-line at 
ccneedham.org. Thank you for your 
generosity! Every dollar is a blessing 
and gift, and a way to participate in our 
mission to love God and neighbor as 
Jesus teaches. 

Christmas Services 
Christmas Eve, December 24 
 

4:00pm: Christmas Pageant: All children are 
encouraged to participate in the pageant.  No 
rehearsals are necessary.  Every child in attendance is 
invited to be part of the pageantry if they wish.  
 

8:30pm: Christmas Carols 
 

9:00pm: Choral Eucharist service 
 

Christmas Day, December 25 
 

9:00am: Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
(Chapel) 
 

Feast of the Epiphany,  
Sunday, January 6 

Coffee Hour Thanks 
Thank you to Joanne Neale 
(jmneale@gmail.com) and Debby 
Rempis (dtr440@gmail.com) for 
shepherding Coffee Hour this year. 
Please contact them to see how you 
can help with this important extension 
of the Eucharistic Table. 

tel:(781)%20444-1469
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This Christmas give the gift of a Goat 
to a Haitian Family in honor of 
someone you love!  

 

Herd Heroes, a nonprofit dedicated to 
sustainable livestock production in Haiti, 
can help you give a meaningful gift to a 
Haitian family.  You can buy a goat – a 
pregnant ewe – ($200) or chip in on a Christ 
Church Parish Goat.  

 

For more information please visit: 
 

Herdheroes.org or contact  
Emilie Hitron: emhitron@gmail.com or 

Margaret Pantridge: mpantridge@verizon.net  

Nick leads Children’s Chapel kids and parents in a fun and 
active instructed Eucharist on Veterans Day Sunday. 
Teachers Diane Gaitley, Patty Smith and Church School 
Coordinator Nardin Baker assisted. 

Greetings from the 
Community Art 
Gallery! 
 

In November we featured two wonderful 
shows. In honor of Veteran's Day, the 
gallery exhibited a vibrant show of 
portraits done by Stacey Williams, who 
served in the Air Force with a medical unit. 
She participates in Artlifting, a program 
that helps homeless and low income 
artists rise out of poverty. She is giving ten 
percent of all sales to 
WoundedWarriors.org. 
 

On November 18 we once again welcomed 
common art artists from common 
cathedral. These are homeless and low-
income artists, many of whom you may 
have recognized from shelter cooking at 
St. Paul’s Cathedral. Approximately 30 
artists sold their work. This is a fragile and 
vulnerable population of folks who greatly 
appreciated it when people took the time 
to admire their creations and engage in 
conversation about their work. A big thank 
you to Nancy Lankford and her volunteers 
for providing lunches for our artists and to 
Nardin Baker for organizing the 
transportation to and from the T that day. 
Thank you also to our Sunday school 
teachers and students for making "Artist 
to Artist" welcome cards. 
 

In December we welcome Nancy Rich, a 
professional photographer who will be 
speaking with us after the holidays about 
pursuing your passions later in life. More 
on that to come! Our next group show will 
be "Places of Meditation" during Lent, so 
share this with artists who might have a 
piece to contribute to this.  Works can be 
displayed and don’t have to be for sale. 
 

Please think about volunteering your time 
and talent to The Community Gallery, and 
spread the word that we are always 
looking for new artists. Feel free to contact 
me at lucylafleche@aol.com or 617/947-
0671 for more info or to offer suggestions. 
 

Peace,  
Lucy Nims-LaFleche 

The gifts of the common art show on November 18: 
Beauty, joy and fellowship.  

mailto:mpantridge@verizon.net
http://WoundedWarriors.org
mailto:lucylafleche@aol.com
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 Circle of Hope 
Drop-off hours: 

Confirmation was held on October 27 at Grace 
Episcopal Church in Newton. Bishop Bud Cederholm 
presided at the event. It was the culmination of a 
wonderful year of working together and developing 
friendships with the guidance of Emilie and Stan Hitron.  
 

Congratulations to all our confirmands!  
 

Thank you to Emilie and Stan for the past three years 
that you have led this class sharing your time and love 
with our community in so many varied ways! We are so 
grateful to you both!   

Back row:  
Stan Hitron 
Emilie Hitron 
Katie Lysaght 
Michael Mortimer 
Aiden O’Brien 
Bishop Bud Cederholm 
Will Anderson 
Ty Rutherford 
Denise Degroff  
 

 

 
Confirmation 2018-2019 
 

Eighth Grade Families:  
 

You are invited to an informal meeting to launch the next Confirmation Class 
Cohort!  Join us Sunday, December 9 at 6.30pm in the Jerusalem Room in the 
Lower Parish Hall. A light meal will be served. Meet the teaching team of the 
Carnahans and Ruddys, learn more about the specifics—dates, times, content, 
expectations—of the program, ask questions.  
 
Contact Nick at nick@ccneedham.org or 781-444-1469 x113 for more 
information. We look forward to meeting with you. 

Joanna Starr recently “retired” from her position as 
a volunteer sorter at Circle of Hope after ten years! 
She joined Circle of Hope at the very beginning and 
she helped thousands of homeless children, 
women, and men in her decade as a sorter. Thank 
you, Joanna, for your dedication, generosity, and 
compassion! We will miss you at Circle of Hope.  

Monday 
9am-11am 
 

Tuesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 
 

Wednesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 
 

Thursday 
9am-11am 
 

Saturday 
(Sept-June)  
9am-11am 

Ten Years at Circle of Hope!  

For more information, visit 
www.circleofhopeonline.org 

Front row: 
Matthew Moylan 
Lottie Burton 
Audrey Volpe 
Rev. Scottie Miller 

mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
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Music and Worship Notes... Pam Goody, Music Director 
Dear Christ Church Family, 
 

It is that time of year once again.  Advent begins on 
December 2.  Introspection, anticipation and mystery 
are the words associated with Advent.  With that in 
mind, Choir has prepared music including, “I Look 
from Afar,” ushering us into the Advent season as well 
as Lauridsen/Raines’ shimmering, glowing “O Magnum 
Mysterium” as the animals in the stable witness the 
miraculous birth.  For each week of Advent, our section 
leaders will present solos from Handel’s “Messiah.”   
We can witness miracles in our everyday lives if we are 
open to the possibilities.  Signs of  understanding, 
acceptance, friendship, hope and love are all around 
us.  Keep alert and watch for these signs of Spirit in our 
lives.  Some of the ways in which you find God working 
through us: 
 

Join the Choir in 2019! WE NEED YOU! 
Did you know that singing is a ministry?  Join the choir 
and start the New Year off on a good ‘note.’ You have 
heard our magnificent Choir, and now it’s time for you 
to be part of our musical family.  It’s simple to be a 
Choir member.  Just show up on Thursday night at 7:00 
PM.  Come to one rehearsal and see if it is a good fit for 
you. 
 

Some benefits of singing in Choir:  Thursday is a FREE 
night out.  Sing your way to good health: body, mind 
and spirit.  Change your life and the lives of others by 
uplifting them in song.  It is a fulfilling ministry and fun 
to be part of the choral ministry at Christ Church. 
 

Give the gift of music: 
Music is an important part of our lives at Christ Church.  
When planning your gifts this Christmas, consider 
donating a gift of money in honor of or in memory of a 
loved one.  A handwritten note will be sent to the 
recipient of your thoughtful gift.  It is tax-exempt as 
well.  Simply make your check payable to Christ 
Episcopal Church. In the memo section, write one of 
the following so that it will be put into the correct 
account.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

• Friends of Music Fund - All money donated to this 
fund are used to present concerts and to invite 
guest musicians to perform at church services.  Our 
latest project on October 20 was “We Build the 
World with Love” interfaith concert.  Thank you to 
all those who contributed and who plan to 
contribute toward our next musical venture. 

 

• Section Leaders’ Fund - We have four professional 
section leaders who support our volunteer Choir 
singers.  Each year, we have been blessed to have 
parishioners donate money toward our annual goal 
of $20,000 ($5,000 per singer).  Perhaps you would 
you like to sponsor a section leader?  Or give any 
amount that you can toward that end. 

 

COMING UP… 
 

Christmas Eve, Monday, 
December 24, is an 
afternoon and evening of 
wonderful music.  
 

The Christmas Pageant at 
4:00pm is a family service.  
All children are encouraged 
to participate in the pageant.  
No rehearsals are necessary.  
Every child in attendance is 
invited to be part of the 
pageantry if they wish.  
 

At 8:30pm join us in the 
Sanctuary for a half-hour of singing your favorite 
Christmas carols. 
 

The Choral Eucharist service begins at 9:00pm.  
Soloist, Kim Lysaght, will sing “O Holy Night.”  We 
look forward to hearing her glorious voice every 
year.  The sanctuary is dimly lit with pew sconces 
and seasonal garlands.  We light candles and sing 
“Silent Night.”  The time has come. The Christmas 
rush is over. We are in the Sanctuary with our 
church family.  We have left the outside world 
behind as we experience a holy, intimate moment 
together. Nothing is more important than this 
moment. Christmas has arrived. It is quiet and still 
and for a moment, we feel peace in our hearts.   
 

Tuesday, December 25.  Merry Christmas!  This 
morning’s service is held in the Chapel at 9:00am.  
Today is a day to rejoice in the Holy birth.  Charles 
Raines will be at the keyboard to play the service 
and Christmas carols. 
 

Sunday, January 6 is the Feast of the Epiphany 
which falls on a Sunday in 2019. Yes, it's true. One 
Sunday after Christmas and then ... the Three Kings 
make their appearance. Be ready! This doesn't 
happen again until January 6, 2030. We LOVE the 
Three Kings: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar 
bringing their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
We are planning an EXTRA SPECIAL 10:00am service 
on this day with festivities after church with King’s 
Cake.   
 

This will be a season of music-making that will bring 
back cherished memories.  May the 
music of the season be a gift of love 
that nestles itself into your heart.  
May the power of music wash over 
you, uplift you, refresh you and 
heal you.  May you find inner peace.   
 

Peace and Joy, 
Pam 

Pam Goody,  

Music Director 
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Journeying the Way of Love Advent Calendar!  

The Journeying the Way of Love Advent Calendar 
offers daily suggestions for engaging in the seven 
practices that encompass the Way of Love: Turn, 
Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, and Rest. The 
calendar can also be used as a standalone resource
-- keep at your desk or on your fridge and refer to it 
every day! 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/explore-way-love
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1132 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 
781- 444-1469 
www.ccneedham.org 

 

The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector 
nick@ccneedham.org  Ext: 113 
 

The Rev. Scottie Miller, Associate Rector 
scottie@ccneedham.org  Ext: 112 
 

Pamela Goody, Music Director 
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org   Ext: 116 
 
Kathleen Ganz, Parish Administrator 
office@ccneedham.org  Ext: 110 
 

Charles W. Raines, Organist 
 
Ken Cook, Sexton   
facilities@ccneedham.org  Ext: 111 
 
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper   
control@ccneedham.org  Ext: 114 
 
Geralda Jean, Sunday Childcare Provider 
 

 

Joseph Barr, Warden 
Stan Hitron (Warden Pro Tem) 
Duncan Allen, Treasurer 
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer 
David Carnahan, Clerk 
 

 

Nardin Baker 
Kimberly Conrad 
Denise Degroff 
Janet Haines 
Stefano Migliuolo 
Jeff Murphy 
Michael Niden 
Patty Smith 
Phil Trussell 
Martin Walter 
Linnea Wren 

 

December 2018 Calendar  
December 2 – Sunday, Advent I  
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
11:30am Holiday Gift Shop 
11:30am Advent Wreath-Making 
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship 
6:30pm Men’s Group Podcast & 
Discussion 
 

December 3 - Monday 
10:00am Knitting Ministry 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
3:45pm Study Buddies 
4:00pm Youth Choir  
 

December 4 - Tuesday 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:00pm Property Meeting 
 

December 5 - Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study 
12:00noon Noonday Prayer 
3:45pm Study Buddies 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 

December 6 - Thursday 
3:45pm Study Buddies 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

December 9 – Sunday, Advent II 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:00am Shelter Cooking 
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship 
6:30pm Youth Group 
 

December 10 - Monday 
9:00am Staff Meeting 
MANNA lunch – Cathedral 
3:45pm Study Buddies 
4:00pm Youth Choir  
 

December 12 - Tuesday 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:00pm Finance Meeting  
 

December 12 - Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study 
12:00noon Noonday Prayer 
3:45pm Study Buddies 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 

December 13 - Thursday 
3:45pm Study Buddies 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

December 15 - Saturday 
6:30pm Christmas Party 
 

December 16 – Sunday, Advent III 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship  
6:00pm Youth Group – Trip to Chelsea 
for Las Posadas 
6:30pm Men’s Group Podcast & 
Discussion 
 

December 17 - Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
3:45pm Study Buddies 
4:00pm Youth Choir  
 

December 18 - Tuesday 
8:00am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:15pm Vestry Meeting 
 

December 19 - Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study 
12:00noon Noonday Prayer 
3:45pm Study Buddies 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 

December 20 - Thursday 
3:45pm Study Buddies 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

December 23 – Sunday, Advent IV 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship  
 

December 24 – Christmas Eve 
4:00pm Children’s Pageant 
8:30pm Carol Singing 
9:00pm Choral Eucharist Service 
 

December 25 – Christmas Day 
9:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Chapel) 
 

December 26 - Wednesday 
Office closed 
 

December 30 – Sunday 
9:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II (chapel) 
5:30pm Simple Sunday Worship 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule: 
8:15am (Chapel)  
10:00am (Main Sanctuary) 
 

5:30pm (Chapel) 
Simple Sunday Service...Come as you are…
go in peace. 

Office Schedule: 
Regular Office Hours:  
Monday – Friday 9am – 2pm 
 

Either Nick or Scottie is almost always 
present and available beyond posted 
office hours on weekdays; please call 
or email them to make an 
appointment to be sure.  
 

Scottie’s day off: Thursday 
Nick’s day off:  Friday 
 

Staff Meeting:  
11am Mondays  
9am Second Monday of the month 
 

Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM) : 
Tuesdays, 9:30am 
 

Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper: 
Usually in the office on Mondays 

 

Save the Date:  
Annual Meeting  

February 3, 11am  


