
 

Page 1 / The Visitor /September  2018—Ordinary Time 

September  2018—Ordinary Time 

We stood slack-jawed in the cavernous lobby of the 
wondrous new Museum of African-American History 
and Culture in Washington D.C. An elegant, older 
African-American woman behind the information 
counter asked us, “How may I help you?” 
 

For the next five minutes, it was like there was no one 
else in the building besides us. Though I grew anxious 
about the line of people gathering behind us, she 
treated us as if she had all the time in the world to 
answer questions, offer suggestions, engage us in 
conversation about our trip, and even throw in a 
couple of flattering comments about my children. 
(Research suggests that in the church, we have about 
three minutes to reach out to visitors before they 
decide to return or not.)  
 

“Welcome the stranger, for in so doing, you may 
entertain angels.”   

(The Letter to the Hebrews, 13.2) 
 

Our stop in D.C.  was part of the family journey of a 
lifetime. In June, we drove to the Grand Canyon and 
back, on what I have come to think of as a journey of 
natural and moral wonders. Camping on the Grand 
Canyon’s North Rim and in Zion National Park, we 
gaped in wonder at the vast and awesome handiwork 
of our Creator. Driving back to Needham, we visited 
sites of moral wonder: Central High in Little Rock, The 
Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, the Legacy Museum 
and Memorial in Montgomery, the King Home in 
Atlanta. We bowed our heads before the courage and 
faith of our fellow African-American citizens in the face 
of the incomprehensible hatred and violence they have 
suffered in the land that we share. 
 

In many places, we were welcomed with kindness as 
strangers: at the ranger station on the North Rim 
looking for our campsite; at the KOA Campground in 

Williamsburg, where the 
owner gracefully shepherded 
us from a “primitive” 
campsite into an air 
conditioned cabin for only 
pennies more on a brutally 
hot and wet evening; at the 
Target in Las Vegas, where an 
associate led me directly to 
the aisle where I could find 
toothpicks; in Elizabeth, 
Colorado, where the police 
officer waived my hefty 
speeding ticket because that 
day was my birthday—and his 
birthday as well; and so many 
more. 
 

On our life’s journeys we are searching for more than 
simply a place to rest our heads or fill our bellies. We 
seek meaning and purpose, a place to belong where we 
are loved and accepted unconditionally.  
 

Jesus said, “I was a stranger, and you invited me 
in.” (Matthew 25.35) 

 

At its best, the church of Jesus Christ is such a place. 
Inviting, welcoming, connecting, knowing, healing, 
encouraging —Jesus lived all these throughout his 
public ministry. Loving God and neighbor, he called it. 
He invited those who wanted to know the love that he 
embodied to do the same. He lived out that call to love, 
all the way to the Cross, and to the Resurrection. 
 

Guided by Spirit, your Vestry voted last spring to 
prioritize newcomer welcome and incorporation as a 
primary goal, joining a working group led by Kim 
Lysaght.  

 

The Rev. Nicholas 

Morris-Kliment, Rector 

(Continued on page two) 

• Vestry turns attention to Inviting, Welcoming 
and Connecting (pg. 3) 

 

• Rector goes to School of Philanthropy (pg. 3) 
 

• We’re All In Exceeds the Challenge! (pg. 13) 

Some Highlights... 
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This fall, our Vestry will be carefully examining the whys and 
hows of newcomer welcome and incorporation, assessing our 
efforts to this point, and crafting action plans for all of us to 
engage. 
 

Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the end 

of the age. (Matthew 28:19-20)   
 

This is the great commandment, not the great suggestion.  
This inviting, welcoming, and connecting work is the joy and 
challenge of each and every one of us who consider ourselves 
part of the “Jesus movement,” as our Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry calls the church.  When we welcome the stranger, we 
welcome Jesus himself. We are loving God and neighbor, as 
Jesus teaches. I am grateful and energized to engage this joyful 
and challenging mission with each of you. 
 

Faithfully, 
 

Nick+ 

 For the infusion of 
generosity that made 
“We’re all In” a success 

 
 For those who hosted 

lemonade hour after the 
9am service 

 
 For the support our music 

program with marvelous 
hymns and other music 

(Continued from page one) 

Men of Christ Church, mark your calendars: this year our sojourn to 
Cuttyhunk Island off the coast of Massachusetts will take place Friday, 
Sept. 21 through Sunday, Sept. 23, with an early option to sail (from 
Woods Hole) or ferry (from New Bedford) in on Thursday, Sept. 20. 
Here's the full schedule: 
 

Thursday, September 20 (optional day) 
Morning or afternoon ferry from New Bedford to Cuttyhunk or Morning 
sail from Woods Hole on Steve Peck's sailboat Lotus II 
Friday, September 21 
Morning or afternoon ferry from New Bedford to Cuttyhunk 
5:00pm Welcome reception, raw and grilled oysters and dinner 
Saturday, September 22 
Explore Cuttyhunk Island -- read, hike, sail, nap, fish 
Sunday, September 23 
9:00am Morning service 
10:30am Sail back to Woods Hole or 
3:00pm Ferry to New Bedford 

Please contact Mike Niden 
ASAP to RSVP 
(michaelniden@comcast.net)  
 

Don’t let cost be an issue.  
(See Nick for details.) 

A luncheon for the women of all ages at Christ 
Church will be hosted by the Pastoral Response 
Ministry. We will gather on Sunday, September 30th 
immediately following the 10:00am service in Upper 
Parish Hall. 
 

There is no cost for this luncheon; however 
reservations are required.  Invitations will be mailed 
on Sept. 6th with RSVP instructions included.  

Save the date! 
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This year the newcomers/fellowship/welcome committee is seeking 
everyone’s help to be a welcoming community of faith. 
 

You may have noticed some changes in Upper Parish Hall since last 
spring.  In addition to our wonderful art exhibits, we have worked to 
make the entrance to this room more welcoming.  Furniture has 
been moved to provide a “greeting area” as well as a larger area for 
children to color/read/enjoy.  We created welcome bulletin boards 
with information and flyers in both Upper Parish Hall and the 
Narthex. These will be updated on a regular basis with upcoming 
events and information.  It is our hope that these changes will help 
to welcome anyone who enters our doors. 
 

However, a physical transformation, wonderful bulletin boards and 
a nice area that welcomes young families can only go so far.  What 
is truly required of us if we are to “love God and neighbor as Jesus 
teaches” is that we transform ourselves. We challenge you to step 
out of your comfort zone and greet a newcomer at coffee hour or to 
reach out and introduce yourself to a parishioner you have not yet 
met.  Our community will grow only if we put in the energy to make 
it so. We plan to have parishioners designated each Sunday as 
“greeters”. They will wear a button that says “Ask me!” and will 
welcome newcomers as well as connect parishioners with each 
other. If you would enjoy being part of this ministry of hospitality, 
please talk to someone on the committee.  We are: Kim Lysaght, 
Harding Ounanian, Jr., Stan Hitron, Nick Morris-Kliment, Virginia 
Carnahan, Kim Conrad Rocco and Janet Haines. 
 

Here are some suggestions on how we can be more welcoming to 
newcomers starting in September:  
 Meet at least one person at church that you didn’t know before 

and learn something about them. 
 Wear your name tag each Sunday. (Note: Plans are in place to 

create new nametags.) 
 Greet anyone that may be new to our parish and learn a little 

about them.  (More information in the months to come) 

 

Ken Cook, our new sexton and facilities 
manager, started with us on Monday, 
August 6. He's a retired builder and 
facilities manager, and he most 
recently helped to manage the Sophia 
Snow House in West Roxbury. Ken is a 
member and past chair of the property 
committee at Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church in Quincy, so he 
understands what goes on 
in a building like ours. He'll 
be with us 25 hours a week, 
with his specific schedule to 
vary according to the needs 
of the building and weekly 
activities. Be sure to seek 
him out and say hello! 

As part of the Vestry’s focus on 
stewardship, one of my weeks of 
continuing education this year will be 
studying for the Executive Certificate in 
Religious Fundraising (ECRF), a four-day 
intensive course sponsored by the Lilly 
Family School of Philanthropy and 
hosted at our Cathedral of St. Paul on 
the Boston Common. The ECRF is a four-
day intensive course with a practical 
application project. It provides the 
research, tools, and customized training 
to meet the growing needs of leaders in 
religious communities and fundraisers 
of faith-based organizations. The focus 
of the ECRF is on the cultural, 
organizational, and philanthropic 
practices unique to religious 
institutions. These practices in turn 
enable donors motivated by spiritual 
and religious values to experience the 
joy of generous giving. I’ve already 
begun the reading and it is profoundly 
inspiring and encouraging. I’m grateful 
for the continuing education funds 
provided by the parish, and look forward 
to sharing the fruits of this course with 
the congregation.  
 

For more information https://
philanthropy.iupui.edu/institutes/lake-

institute/courses/religious-
fundraising.html 

Join us on September 9 for the beginning of our 
church program year.  All children ages pre-K through middle 
school are invited!  Parents are welcome to join us as well.  Come 
to the welcome station in the Upper Parish Hall to make a name 
tag and sign in.  Parents may fill out registration forms as well.  
Then we will gather in the chapel for a welcoming prayer and 
introductions.  Older children will process with their teachers to 
their classrooms, while younger children will stay in the Chapel for 
a story.  All children will join their families for Communion. 
 

At the 10 o’clock Eucharist, we will bless backpacks, and 
commission teachers.  After the 10 o’clock Eucharist, 
everyone is invited to a parish picnic.  Bring a dish or dessert 
to share.  We will provide burgers, dogs, and all the fixings. 
 

Kids (and adults too) are invited to bring backpacks (or 
briefcases) for a blessing and to receive a special tag to put on 
the bags as a reminder of Christ Church’s love and prayers. 
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Was Eve a good girl or a bad girl? 
 

Questions like this about Eve, Sarah, 
Hagar, Bathsheba, and many other 
women in the Old Testament will be the 
subject of 2018-2019 Wednesday Bible 
Study.  Given contemporary 
understanding of the role of women, how 
might we interpret the lives of these 
women in relevant, meaningful ways?   
 

Together, we will examine the individual 
choices made by these women as well as 
the larger context in which their actions 
were a part, looking at their behaviors in 
relation to the culture of their time.  Additionally, we will focus on 
the Jewish perspective in which these stories were originally 
written and the Christian interpretation of them since the time of 
Jesus.  This theme will provide a wide exposure to many books of 
the Old Testament, so is a good way to increase your familiarity 
with them.  
 

The companion text for this class is “Good Girls, Bad Girls” by T.J. 
Wray.  Copies are available in the Church office. The Scripture Study 
Fund covers the cost of the books, so they are free to those 
participating.  Please sign up for the class when you pick up your 
copy.   
 

Morning class meets September 19, 2018- May 22, 2019 from 10-12 
noon; evening class from 7-8:30pm.  This is not a lecture format, but 
a discussion based opportunity led by Tracy Rubin, MTS, Harvard 
Divinity School.  Any degree of participation is welcome.  Please join 
us for this exciting year of communal study and sharing that aims to 
deepen our faith through mindful attention to scripture. 

Tracy Rubin 

 

 

CHRISTIAN LEARNING AND FORMATION FOR ALL AGES  

Come join us in the Memorial 
Room at 6:30am for a structured 
but informal time of prayer and 
conversation ending at 7:15am. 
An opening prayer, conversation 
about Scripture and our lives, an 
opportunity to connect with one 
another and God.  
 

Contact Nick with questions at  
nick@ccneedham.org or  
781-444-1469, ext. 113 

On September 9th during the 10:00am service, please bring your 
backpack to the altar for a blessing. This year we have colorful, new 
bag tags designed by Illustrated Children’s Ministry to remind us 
that “God’s Got Your Back.” Students, teachers or anyone who 
wishes to carry this blessing on or in their backpack, briefcase, bag, 
purse or wallet is invited to participate in the blessing and/or pick 
up a tag. We’ll have laminated tags with hooks to attach to zipper 
pulls or FOBs and some without hooks for those who prefer to tuck 
the card in a pocket or wallet. Tags will also be available in the 
Upper Parish Hall after the service. 

All high school students are invited to 
participate in our youth group.  The 
first meeting is Sunday, September 
16.  We will meet immediately 
following the 5:30pm service (at 
about 6:30pm) and will finish at 8pm.  
Our first meeting will be pizza and a 
time to catch up, and an opportunity 
to plan what our year will be like.  
This will be a chance to decide what 
kinds of activities we want to do, and 
what we want the meetings to be like.  
You don’t have to be a member at 
Christ Church to come to the youth 
group, so feel free to bring a friend.  
We will meet downstairs in the 
“Jerusalem Room.”   
 

Fall meetings will be: September 9 
and 16, October 14 and 28, November 
11 and 25, and December 16.  
December 16 will be an outing to a 
special diocesan youth event in 
Chelsea.  For now, the other meetings 
will be at church, though we may 
decide to make one or more of our 
meetings an outing or service project. 
 

The youth group will be led by Rev. 
Scottie and Mike Niden.  To learn 
more about youth group, feel free to 
call, text, or email Scottie. 

tel:(781)%20444-1469
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Anyone—youth and adults—can help read the lessons, 
lead us in the prayers of the people, carry the cross or 
light the way, or help serve at God’s table.  Serving on 
the altar at any of our services—8:15am, Rite I in the 
Chapel; 10:00am, Rite II with choir in the Sanctuary; or 
5:30pm, Rite II in the Chapel—is a meaningful way to 
connect with and serve our community as we gather to 
worship.   
 

There are a variety of opportunities to serve: 
 

Lector:  Lectors read the lessons of the day. 
 

Intercessor:  Intercessors lead the congregation in the 
Prayers of the People. 
 

Crucifer: The crucifer carries the cross into and out of the church for 
services where we have a procession.  If customary, the crucifer also 
accompanies the priest into the aisle for the reading of the Gospel.  The 
crucifer lights and extinguishes the altar candles and assists with setting the 
table for Communion. 
 

Acolytes:  Acolytes carry the torches that accompany the cross in the 
Sanctuary.  They also assist with the lighting and extinguishing of candles 
and setting the table for Communion.  Adults and youth ages 10 and over are 
invited to acolyte.  Make it a family affair! 
 

Chalice servers:  Chalice servers distribute the wine from the communion 
chalice to worshipers receiving communion. 
 

Eucharistic helper (8:15am and 5:30pm services): At smaller services in the 
chapel, the Eucharistic helper lights and extinguishes candles and helps the 
Celebrant set the table for Communion and distribute the elements. 
 

Assisting with worship at Christ Church is easy, it’s fun and it’s an 
opportunity to serve our community of worshipers in a very personal and 
meaningful way, whenever is convenient for YOU!  
 

If you would like to join our team, please contact Myra Anderson, 781-258-
9597, myra.anderson@comcast.net.   

Myra Anderson 

A Class to Welcome You to Christ Church 
 

Sunday evenings at 6:30pm 
September 16, 23, 30;  October 14, 21, 28  
 

Want to learn more about the Episcopal Church? To explore how you can 
connect to the life of this parish? Join Nick, Scottie, and lay leaders in this 6-
part series about what Presiding Bishop Michael Curry calls “The Episcopal 
Branch of the Jesus Movement.” Learn about our beliefs, worship, theology, 
sacraments, governance and history. Especially, learn how Christ Church 
lives out love of God and neighbor in the world.  
 

If you are new here; considering Membership (what is that?); Confirmation 
(yes, adults can be confirmed, even baptized!); Reception (formally joining 
the Episcopal Church from another branch of the Jesus Movement) or simply 
want to refresh your faith, please join us. Class will begin with light 
refreshments and last about an hour. Email nick@ccneedham.org to let us 
know you are interested. 

 

The Pastoral Response 
Ministry (PRM) members 
provide confidential 
outreach and support for 
parishioners during illness 
or times of transition, 
supporting our clergy in 
their pastoral work. The 
members of this ministry 
serve at the invitation of 
the Rector, with current 
members including 
Barbara Baker, Barbara 
Brailey, Liz Dennett, 
Barbara Murphy, Isabel 
Nickerson, Patty Smith, 
Rev. Scottie Miller and Rev. 
Nick Morris-Kliment. 
Services include providing 
meals to individuals and 
families during a crisis 
period (many members of 
the congregation show 
caring by cooking these 
meals, or providing take-
out food), providing rides 
to appointments with 
doctors or for procedures, 
which must be scheduled 
well in advance, and 
sending cards and 
handwritten notes to 
parishioners throughout 
the year. Visits to members 
who are shut-ins and 
isolated are provided when 
desired, as is home 
Communion.  PRM also 
hosts a Spring Brunch for 
Seniors, and delivers 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas goodies and 
cards to those in need. 
 

We invite you to reach out 
to any member of PRM if 
you are in need of pastoral 
support, or call the office 
at 781-444-1469. 

mailto:myra.anderson@comcast.net
mailto:nick@ccneedham.org
tel:(781)%20444-1469
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Stay Tuned for Podcast 
Discussions beginning in 
November
Listen or read transcripts during your commute; 
discuss with others at Church! 

Following up on last year’s book discussions, 
we’ll be gathering twice a month beginning in 
November to discuss selected podcasts from 
the ground-breaking, Peabody Award-winning 
NPR program,On Being, hosted by Krista 
Tippett. The conversations address big 
questions of meaning, purpose and value as 
found in spiritual inquiry, science, social 
healing, and the arts.  

Come to an informational meeting and 
spaghetti meal on October 7pm-8:30pm. We 
will be meeting in Lower Parish Hall. 

by Donna Schaper 
http://www.ministrymatters.com/teach/
entry/512/the-art-of-the-coffee-hour 

Incarnationalists, like me, love the way the holy occupies the 
ordinary. We are most excited at Christmas time when God 
becomes human, the holy becomes fleshy, eternity becomes 
time, and heaven comes down to earth. Our theology of the 
incarnation—literally, being made flesh or made meat (what I 
sometimes call Christ con carne)—is reflected in our coffee 
hour, whether we realize it or not. The church coffee hour is not 
the afterthought of the worship service at all. Instead it is its 
reality test. 

At the coffee hour we either extend the hospitality we proclaim 
or we withhold it. We either feel the grace we have 
acknowledged or we do not. We either extend the Eucharist of 
the holy meal to the little meal or we do not. Many people 
judge a congregation by its coffee hour hospitality—especially 
newcomers. They can tell by the feel in the room whether they 
are welcome or not. Scratch a new member of any 
congregation and they will tell you that someone welcomed 
them during coffee. Scratch someone who doesn't come back 
after a first brave visit (all first visits anywhere are brave) and 
you will discover that no one spoke to them during coffee hour.
… (to be continued) 

Why/When do you cross yourself? 
We are embodied creatures. We make and remember 
meaning with our bodies as well as our minds. The sign 
of the cross is a reminder of Jesus’ love. The cross is the 
symbol of the fact that Jesus did not stop speaking the 
truth in love, loving the outcast, and teaching us how to 
love one another, even if he made people so mad that 
they wanted to kill him on a cross.  
 

What is the history and purpose of the 
shepherd’s crook? 
One of the most popular images for Jesus 
in Scripture is the Good Shepherd. 
Shepherds gather, lead, and guide the 
sheep. The crook was one of the tools 
used to accomplish these tasks. Bishops 
came to symbolize the pastoral power and authority of 
Jesus, and carried a crook, called “crozier” in church-
speak, as a reminder of that privilege and responsibility. 
The earliest mention of Bishops carrying croziers dates 
to the 7th century.  
 

What is the history and purpose of a verger, and the 
rod that she or he carries (the verge)? 
Visit www.vergers.org for answers to those questions 
and more. A short answer is that the verger assists 
clergy in the conduct of public worship, and dates to the 
12th century. The verge is a symbol of that authority, and 
dates to the time when animals needed to be pushed 

out of the way in church. Christ Church has enjoyed the 
ministry of vergers since the early 2000s. 
 

Why is the baptismal font often shaped like an 
octagon? 
In Scripture, the 8th day symbolizes new life. In a world 
with a seven-day week (Monday through Saturday), the 
first day of the week was a new creation. Israelites 

circumcised their boys 8 days after they 
were born; Jesus was raised on the 3rd day, 
but that day was a Sunday, the first day of 
the new week. In this way, an eight-sided 
font represents the new life in Christ 
initiated in Baptism. 
 

At the Eucharist, why don’t we use a 
single loaf, when we use a common cup? 

It’s not a very theological, but the answer partially is 
convenience. To tear a single loaf into many pieces can 
be messy, especially if people intinct (dip) their piece of 
bread into the common cup. The wine can become thick 
with crumbs. Indeed in the Orthodox tradition, 
communion is given with a spoon in part for that 
purpose. The important visual symbolism of one loaf 
(“One Bread, one Body in Christ”) is achieved at the 
elevation, then breaking, of the single, large wafer at the 
Fraction (literally, the “fracture” of the wafer.)  A wafer 
has the advantage of being easy to distribute and 
maintaining its shape. 

From Instructed Eucharist on Mardi Gras Sunday, February 11, 2018  

http://www.vergers.org
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Fall Office Schedule 
 
Regular Office Hours:  
Monday – Friday 9am – 2pm 
 
Closed on State and Federal holidays 
 
Either Nick or Scottie is almost always 
present and available beyond posted 
office hours on weekdays; please call 
or email them to make an 
appointment to be sure.  
 
Scottie’s day off: Thursday 
 
Nick’s day off:  Friday 
 
Staff Meeting:  
Mondays at 11am;  
Second Monday of the month at 9am 
 
Pastoral Response Ministry (PRM)  
Tuesdays, 9.30am 
 
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper: 
Usually in the office on Mondays 
 
All of our staff are reachable through 
the main church number (781-444-
1469) and their emails.  
 

Please do not hesitate  
to call on us! 

 

The successful conclusion of the ‘We’re All In!’ 
summer campaign is a good opportunity to 
update the parish on how our finances appear 
to be shaping up for the year as a whole.   
 
At the annual meeting in January, the church 
presented an operating budget that included:  
 

$418,000 in revenues from pledges and 
donations including ‘loose plate’; 

$169,000 in revenues from investments, 
rentals, and fundraisers; and  

$623,000 in operating expenses.  

This pointed to a projected operating deficit of 
about $36,000 for the year.  As of the end of 
August, the treasurer’s projections for the year
-end totals for 2018 are: 

$452,000  in revenues from pledges and 
donations including loose plate and 
the results of the ‘We’re All In!’ 
campaign; 

$166,000 in revenues from investments, 
rentals, and fundraisers; and  

$6,000 in revenue from a one-time 
diocesan grant to support our music 
program at the 5:30pm service; and 

$631,000 in operating expenses.  Changes 
from the forecast expenditures include 
about $3,500 to repair damage to our 
solar array caused by squirrels and 
extra costs for Eversource power while 
the array was out of service; over 
$1,000 in unbudgeted heating costs 
incurred during the past winter; and 
about $3,500 for property, including a 
new elevator service contract.   

In light of the above, our operating deficit at 
year’s end may be as small as $8,000.  This is 
indeed good news, but it should be borne in 
mind that $25,000 of the amount by which the 
deficit closed, the combination of the diocesan 
grant and the ‘pot’ of funds offered by 
parishioners for matching increased pledges 
as part of ‘We’re All In!’, is not likely to recur in 
2019. 
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"Intercession happens anytime we 
bring anyone to Jesus and ask for 
his Spirit to be with them. When 
we do this, we become ministers 

who connect those we love to 
God." Mark 2:1-12. 

The Intercessory Prayer Group (I.P.) is a community of 
clergy and lay persons who pray for another: praying for 
specific people who have requested prayers for 
themselves, or for another person(s), who are in need of 
physical, emotional, or spiritual healing. The list 
remains confidential. This ministry prays in private, in 
their own way, and in community on the 3rd Sunday of 
the month, 11:30am-12:30pm. We meet in the Memorial 
Room next to Upper Parish Hall (unless otherwise 
noted.) All are welcome to join.  

We also gather 2-3 evenings throughout the year at 
parishioners homes for fellowship and delicious pot-
luck fare. I.P. invites prayer requests at any time and for 
any need; requests immediately activate the prayer 
chain.  For more information please contact group 
coordinator, Claudia.

Claudia Yapp: 781-444-0949 or claudiayapp@gmail.com 

 

Circle of Hope 
Drop-off 

hours: 

Circle of Hope re-opens Wednesday, 
September 5th at 9:00am.  We took a 
brief respite in August after an amazing 
summer!  COH helped 850 people in just 
one week in July!  More than 400 infants 
and children, along with 450 women and 
men, received essential clothing, 
sneakers, and toiletries from COH for a 
healthier summer.  We made sure each 
shelter and clinic had an ample supply of 
clothing for emergency needs of 
homeless families, refugees, and people 
struggling with chronic homelessness to 
carry them through until September.   
 

Now let’s outfit children who 
are homeless as they go to 
school.  A new school year 
and new hope, we’re in this 
together.  Hope to see you 
this week. 

Monday 
9am-11am 
 

Tuesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 
 

Wednesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 
 

Thursday 
9am-11am 
 

Saturday 
(Sept-June)  
9am-11am 

 

Volunteer Harding Ounanian, Jr. loading up 
a summer delivery with Jody Barnet, 
Operations Manager  

For more information, visit www.circleofhopeonline.org 

tel:%28781-444-0949
mailto:claudiayapp@gmail.com
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Christ Church Youth Choir 
Mondays 5:30pm – 7:00pm 
Beginning September 10thth 
 

Christ Church is proud to announce the 
revitalization of its youth choir program 
beginning in September! Aspiring singers 
(that’s all of you!) ages 12-18 are invited to 
participate in weekly rehearsals (Mondays 
5:30pm – 7:00pm) that will culminate in 
performances at occasional Sunday service 
and other musical happenings. This is a great 
opportunity for young people to learn about 
music, community, and fellowship, as well as 
deepen their appreciation for the role of 
music in our worship traditions. 
 

The group will be directed by Lea Peterson, 
with assistance from Myra Anderson. Myra is a 
long-time parishioner and singer at Christ 
Church as well as the former leader of the 
youth choir program. Lea has been working at 
Christ Church for the past 2 years as a section 
leader, soloist, and occasional conductor in 
the adult choir. She is a freelance musician in 
the Boston area who frequently works with 
high-school-age students while also 
maintaining her own singing career as a 
classical mezzo-soprano.  She began her 
music directing path with Rejoice! 
Inspirational Choir, a non-denominational 
gospel choir, and has a special aptitude for 
new religious music. Lea is passionate about 
choral music of all genres, including classical, 
musical theatre, spiritual and folk, a cappella 
and chamber, and traditional gospel. She is 
very excited to work with Christ Church’s 
young community and hopes to create a 
group in which mutual respect, collaboration, 
and desire to learn come together to make 
great music. 
 

For more information, please reach out to 
one of us.  We look forward to bringing the 
youth choral tradition back to Christ Church! 
 

Lea Peterson: lea.peterson95@gmail.com 
Myra Anderson: 
myra.anderson@comcast.net 
Pamela Goody (Music Director at CEC: 
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org 

This month we would like to welcome you back with our 
show, “Tending the Garden” which celebrates a season of 
growth and bounty. We are fortunate to have multiple 
talented artists who have shared their creative visions 
with us. A portion of this month’s art sales will go to 
Community Servings, a program which prepares and 
delivers hot, nutritious, culturally sensitive food to 
people with medical and emotional illnesses in Rhode 
Island and the greater Boston area while training 
individuals for work in the food service industry. We will 
have a “Meet and Greet the Artists” community reception 
following worship on Sunday, September 23rd at 
11:15am. We will also hold our first mini Farmer’s Market 
where we will gather together to celebrate each other 
and the abundance in our lives. 100% of the proceeds 
from the market will go to Communityservings.org.  
 

We need your help to make the market a success and 
would welcome the following assistance: 
 

• A person to manage the plant and flower stand. 
• A person to manage the sweet and savory bakery 

table. 
• A person to manage the used bookstore. 
You would be helping to set up your table before church 
and during coffee hour. 
 

We also need contributions of the following items: 
 

• 1. Stop by Upper Parish Hall after Labor Day and pick 
up an interesting plate/container from the baskets 
and fill it with some wonderful family recipe. Label it, 
price it, make it pretty and bring it to the bakery table 
on the Sunday, September 23rd. Take as many as you 
wish to fill. Pies, cakes, cookies, brownies, scones, 
breads, muffins, granola, trail mix, candies you name 
it, we need it! We also welcome homemade jams, 
pickled items and homegrown produce if you find 
yourself with a bumper crop! 

• 2. Stop by Upper Parish Hall after Labor Day and pick 
up a flower vase or plant container, fill it with 
flowers/plants from your garden, price it and bring it 
to the plant stand on Sunday morning. 

• 3. Clean out your old garden and cookbooks in good 
condition and drop them off in the bin in Upper 
Parish Hall. 

• 4. Are you crafty? We welcome your handmade 
donated items. Bring them with prices on Sunday 
morning. 

 

Lucy Nims-LaFleche 
617/947-0671—lucylafleche@aol.com 

 

(See page eight for more  
Community Art Gallery news) 

mailto:lea.peterson95@gmail.com
mailto:myra.anderson@comcast.net
mailto:pamela.goody@ccneedham.org
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September 25: 10am-2pm: Drop off your art in Upper 
Parish Hall that relates to the love of all creatures great 
and small. If you want to sell your work a portion will go 
to the Animal Rescue League in Dedham. 
 

September 30: Come to Sunday School in clothes that 
can get messy to make art to raise money for 
Kids4peace during our “We Build the World with Love” 
event on October 20th (see music notes). 
 

October 7: In Honor of St. Francis Day, paint your pet’s 
portrait during coffee hour (no live animals in 
attendance, please!) and have our clergy bless your 
portrait and the animals in the gallery. All ages 
encouraged to participate. 
 

The gallery is also looking for Veterans who would like 
to display their art during November in addition to a 

graphic artist who would like to create a logo and a PDF 
for an outdoor sign for the gallery. 
 

Please contact me if you can volunteer or would like to 
sign up to show your work and please spread the word! 
You do not have to be a member of Christ Church to 
exhibit in the gallery or attend events so invite 
colleagues and friends. All are welcome! 
 

Finally, a big thank you to our artists who have shared 
their work each month with us and to our wonderful 
community who have supported them and embraced 
their talents. I have gotten great feedback that it has 
been a positive experience for the artists and am very 
grateful for the warm community response. It takes a 
village.  Blessings, Lucy Nims-LaFleche 
 

617/947-0671  Email: lucylafleche@aol.com 

Dear Christ Church Family, 
 

Everyone has the gift of song in their hearts, minds and/
or voices.   I know this to be true, as this summer, you 
sang a couple of services without piano 
accompaniment and it was marvelous.  You’ve got the 
gift!  You don’t have to have perfect pitch.  You just 
need spirit…and Christ Church is the place to find it! 
 

This September, we have “feel good” songs, with spirit.  
The choir’s opening anthem on September 9 will be 
“This is the Day that the Lord has Made” (Psalm 118) by 
Mark Hayes.  The following week, Andrea Ramsey’s 
“There has to be a Song.”  Isn’t that the truth?  There 
has to be a song in our hearts to get us through times of 
trouble or to increase our joys twofold.  The universal 
language of music unites all humanity on a personal 
level. 
 

With that in mind, I’m jumping ahead to Saturday, 
October 20 at 7:00pm.  You are invited to experience 
the bond through music and art, first-hand, by coming 
to a concert and art exhibit entitled WE BUILD THE 
WORLD WITH LOVE.  Showcasing Cantorial soloist, Jodi 
Blankstein and her band, “Sanctuary,” along with the 
Christ Church choir, you will hear many feel good songs 
that unite us in peace.  All houses of worship in 
Needham and other towns will be in attendance.  
Kids4Peace Boston families will be represented.  
Kids4Peace is an organization that works with 
interfaith youth, grades 7-12, teaching them to become 
leaders of peace.  They are our future hope of global 
peace. The concert is FREE and open to the public.  
Spread the word! 
 

Our Community Art Gallery in Upper Parish Hall will be 
filled with artwork of kids from kindergarten through 
college, depicting themes of peace, reconciliation, 
brother/sisterhood, and love.  One of our young artists 
is 14-year-old Isabel Guastella, who will display four 

pieces depicting people 
working together to build our 
world with love.  After the 
concert, everyone is invited to a 
reception where you’ll have the 
opportunity to chat and buy the 
artwork of our young artists.  A 
donation of any amount will be 
accepted. Sale proceeds will go 
to Kids4Peace Boston.   Read 
“Calling Young Artists” on the 
next page to see how your child 
can participate. 
This concert is going to be BIG!  HUGE! OF GREAT 
IMPORTANCE!  You will want to be there!  
 

If you’d like to take part in this concert, September is 
the perfect time to join the choir.  Choir begins on 
Thursday, September 6.  We will gather in Upper Parish 
Hall at 7:00pm for a meet and greet, snacks included.  
We will then rehearse in the Sanctuary until 9:00pm. 
Being a member of the choir is an important ministry.  
We need new members, so please consider joining our 
wonderful ensemble.  We sing a wide variety of music 
ranging from chant, Classical, Romantic, Gospel, 
Spiritual, to contemporary.  There is something for 
everyone.  
 

Choir doesn’t cost anything, except your commitment 
to the ministry on Thursdays from 7pm-9pm and 
Sundays, 9am-11am. No audition is necessary.  You 
wear a spiffy robe and get a folder of music.  We work 
hard and we have fun.  We are a musical family, sharing 
our personal lives in a caring environment. 
 

Forget your cares and sing, for your health and 
wellbeing and others’.  Use your natural gift.  Sing! 
 

Peace, 
Pam 

Pam Goody,  

Music Director 

Community Art Gallery Continued from page 7—Please mark your calendar with these upcoming events! 

Tel:617/947-0671
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A community art exhibit and concert 
presented at Christ Episcopal Church 
 
ART GALLERY EXHIBIT 
Showcasing Young Artists  

Calling all artists, kindergarten through college!   

We Build the World with Love will be the theme of the Community 
Art Gallery at Christ Episcopal Church during the month of 
October.  Youth from Needham and surrounding communities are 
encouraged to donate an original piece of artwork reflecting 
themes of peace, love, acceptance, diversity, and friendship.  All 
media—drawings, paintings, pastels, small sculptures—are 
welcome. Sale proceeds from these works will go to Kids4Peace 
Boston (https://kids4peaceboston.org), an organization training 
interfaith youth in grades 7-12 to become peace leaders. 

Artwork should be brought to Christ Church, 1132 Highland 
Avenue Church (across from the Needham Public Library), 
Needham, on Wednesday, October 10 from 5:00pm-7:30pm.  
Please contact curator Lucy Nims-LaFleche  at:  
lucylafleche@aol.com if you have artwork questions or need to 
arrange a different drop-off day/time. 

 
INTERFAITH CONCERT 
Saturday, October 20 at 7pm 
 

This inspiring concert will also highlight the theme We Build the 
World with Love with songs of peace, strength, acceptance, and 
reconciliation. Please join cantorial soloist Jodi Blankstein and 
guitarist Adam Dehner along with bandmates Steve Sussman, 
Anne Kalis, Mitch Gordon, Warren Olsen and DJ Fortine, who form 
the ensemble Sanctuary.  They will perform surrounded by 
members of the Christ Episcopal Church choir directed by Pamela 
Goody. Please contact Pam at pamela.goody@ccnneedham.org or 
781-444-1469 x116 with questions about the concert.   

A reception will follow the concert, and guests will be able to view 
and purchase the artwork by donating any amount, which will go 
to benefit Kids4Peace Boston. We are honored to welcome 
everyone to this community event.  

Both the concert and art exhibit will take place at Christ Episcopal 
Church.  

 

Artwork by 14 year-old 
artist, Isabel Guastella  

https://kids4peaceboston.org/
mailto:lucylafleche@aol.com
mailto:pamela.goody@ccnneedham.org
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The solar system 
continues to generate 
savings for the Church 
and carbon-free energy 
for our power 
needs.  The system 
generated 5,200 KwH of 
electricity last 
month.  For 2018 so far, 
the system has 
generated 35,000 KwH 
and saved the Church 
about $1,250.  

 

Longwood Opera brings 
Jacques Offenbach's 
devilishly comical "Orpheus 
in the Underworld" to Christ 
Church's Fellowship Hall in 
early November. 
 

Fully staged, costumed and 
with a new English 
translation, performances will be Friday, 
November 2 at 8pm and Sunday, 
November 4 at 2:30pm. This unique 
production of the classic opera will feature 
a cast of twelve. Scott Brumit will direct the 
show with musical direction by Jeffrey 
Brody. The Charles River Ballet Academy 
will perform the famous Can-Can, 
choreographed by Emily Hrones Umland. 
Tickets at the door are $23, $18 seniors, 
$15 students, $13 kids (10 
and under).  
 

More information at 
www.longwoodopera.org.  

Emily Ounanian and Harding Ounanian, Jr. 
after summiting Scotland’s Ben Nevis, 
Britain’s tallest mountain. The 8-hour hike 
was part of their 10-day trip through the 
western highlands of Scotland.  
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September 2 – Sunday 
9:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
5:30pm Simply Sunday Worship 
 

September 3 – Monday 
Labor Day—Office closed 
 

September 4 – Tuesday 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:00pm Property Committee 
 

September 6 – Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal Begins 
 

September 9 – Sunday  
Program Year Begins 
Church School Registration 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:00am Shelter Cooking 
9:30am Childcare Begins 
9:45am Church School Begins 
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
11:15am Outdoor Coffee Hour—Parish 
Picnic 
5:30pm Simply Sunday Worship 
 

September 10 – Monday 
9:00am Staff Meeting 
10:00am Knitting Ministry 
Noon MANNA Lunch 
5:30pm Youth Choir Begins 
 

September 11 - Tuesday 
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:00pm Finance Committee 
 

September 13 – Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

September 16 – Sunday  
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School Begins  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
11:30am Intercessory Prayer Group 
5:30pm Simply Sunday Worship 
6:30pm Youth Group 
6:30pm Putting Down Roots 
 

September 17 – Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
5:30pm Youth Choir 
 

September 18 – Tuesday 
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group  
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 

7:15pm Vestry Meeting 
 

September 19 – Wednesday 
10:00am Morning Bible Study Begins 
12:00 Noonday Prayer 
7:00pm Evening Bible Study Begins 
 

September 20 – Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

September 21-23 Friday-Sunday 
Cuttyhunk Island Men’s Retreat 
 

September 23 – Sunday  
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
11:15am Art Reception &  
 Mini Farmers Market 
5:30pm Simply Sunday Worship 
6:30pm Putting Down Roots 
 

September 24 – Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
5:30pm Youth Choir 
 

September 25 – Tuesday 
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group  
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
 

September 26 – Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study  
12:00 Noonday Prayer 
7:00pm Bible Study  
 

September 27 – Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

September 30 – Sunday  
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
11:30am Women’s Luncheon 
5:30pm Simply Sunday Worship 
6:30pm Joint Confirmation Class & 
   Youth Group Art Project & Dinner 
6:30pm Putting Down Roots 
 
 

Resources for Addressing Domestic Violence  
Jane Doe     
www.janedoe.org 
REACH  
https://reachma.org 
Safe Havens  
http://www.interfaithpartners.org 

Resources for Gun Safety 
Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence  
www.bradycampaign.org 
Moms Demand Action  
https://momsdemandaction.org/ 
Everytown for Gun Safety  
https://everytown.org/ 

 

Saturday, October 27, 2018 
Our Current crop of Confirmands 
will be presented for Confirmation 
on Saturday, October 27 at Grace 
Church, Newton, at the hands of 
retired Bishop Bud Cederholm, 
former rector of Christ Church. 
 
New Class Starting in 2019: 
Families interested in a course 
meant to deepen faith and lead to 
the reaffirmation of our Baptismal 
Covenant, please be in touch with 
the Rev. Nick Morris-Kliment. A new 
cohort will be gathering in 
December to prepare for 
Confirmation in fall, 2019. 

Summer Challenge 
Met
With much gratitude, we rejoice that 
the parish has responded mightily to 
the “We’re All In” Summer 
Challenge! Thank you to each and 
every one who was able to make 
a new or increased pledge. 
Particular thanks go to Phil Trussell 
who coordinated the campaign. 

The $19,000 "pot" has been fully 
matched, so we expect a net boost 
of $38,000 to our bottom line for 
2018.  (Further gifts are of course 
welcome, although they will not be 
matched.) This infusion of 
generosity helps us focus less 
on money and more on our 
mission: to love God and neighbor 
as Jesus teaches, and supports the 
Vestry decision to staff that 
mission with two full-time clergy. 
Many, many thanks! 

http://www.janedoe.org/
https://reachma.org/
http://www.interfaithpartners.org/
http://www.bradycampaign.org/
https://momsdemandaction.org/
https://everytown.org/
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1132 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 
781- 444-1469 
www.ccneedham.org 

 

The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector 
nick@ccneedham.org  Ext: 113 
 

The Rev. Scottie Miller, Associate Rector 
scottie@ccneedham.org  Ext: 112 
 

Pamela Goody, Music Director 
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org   Ext: 116 
 
Kathleen Ganz, Parish Administrator 
office@ccneedham.org  Ext: 110 
 

Charles W. Raines, Organist 
 
Ken Cook, Sexton   
facilities@ccneedham.org  Ext: 111 
 
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper   
control@ccneedham.org  Ext: 114 
 
Geralda Jean, Sunday Childcare Provider 
 

 

Joseph Barr, Warden 
Tim Lysaght  (Warden Pro Tem) 
Duncan Allen, Treasurer 
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer 
David Carnahan, Clerk 
 

 

Nardin Baker 
Kimberly Conrad 
Denise Degroff 
Janet Haines 
Stefano Migliuolo 
Jeff Murphy 
Michael Niden 
Patty Smith 
Phil Trussell 
Martin Walter 
Linnea Wren 

 

 

Perhaps in part because my mother was a 
teacher, and almost certainly because I 
loved school, I still think of fall as the 
beginning of the year.  It seems to me that 
our Jewish friends have it right, with Rosh 
Hashanah, or the new year, coming as it 
does in September.   As wonderful as 
summer is—and in New England, summer is 
pretty wonderful—I’m still excited for the 
beginning of the church year and ready for 
autumn.  As we prepare to begin our 
program year here at Christ Church, I am 
particularly excited about ministry with 
children and young people.   
 

I am delighted that Nardin Baker will be working with me to plan 
and administer our children’s ministries.  We will be working 
closely to make sure that our teachers are nourished and 
supported in their ministry, and we will be collaborating with other 
ministries to make sure that young people and their families are 
equipped and cared for as they learn and grow in Christ.  For 
example, we will be working closely with newcomers’ ministries to 
make sure new families are invited and welcomed, and with 
worship and arts and music to provide opportunities for younger 
parishioners to participate in our liturgy.  We have some wonderful 
teachers and helpers, and we could always welcome more 
volunteers who would like to work with our church school.  Many 
thanks to Joe Barr, Virginia and David Carnahan, Diane Gaitley, Bill 
and Dottie Hagar, Kevin Ruddy, and Patty Smith for their ministry 
as teachers and chapel leaders. 
 

Our youth group is in a “building year.”  Mike Niden is going to be 
assisting with youth ministry this year, and our goal is to offer our 
high school students opportunities for service, spiritual growth, 
and fun.  Through service projects, a week-long service trip, 
regular meetings, outside activities such as retreats and outings, 
we hope to build a strong a vibrant faith community especially for 
teens at Christ Church and beyond. 
 

Our church school year begins on September 9, with a blessing of 
backpacks, commissioning of teachers, and a parish picnic.  
Registration and the first class will be on the 9th.   

 

 

8:15am (Chapel) 
 

10:00am 
(Main Sanctuary) 
 

5:30pm (Chapel) 
Simple Sunday Service...Come as 
you are…go in peace. 

The Rev.  Scottie Miller, 
Associate Rector 

Join us for our parish picnic on 
September 9.  We will provide 
hamburgers and hotdogs, and all the 
fixings, as well as drinks.  Come catch 
up with old friends, and meet new 
ones!  We’ll eat immediately following 
our 10am Eucharist.  Please bring a 
dish or dessert to share. 


