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December 2017 

The Rev. Nicholas 

Morris-Kliment, Rector 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

For better or for worse (I think for better), I have been watching more TV these 
days. Mostly it has been sports (Celtics, World Cup soccer, college basketball), 
but also the occasional movie (“Trolls”—don’t ask…), cooking show (“Cupcake 
Wars”), or sit-com (“Blackish”). Usually, it is with family beside me. 
 

A particular advertisement appeared regularly before Thanksgiving. In a perfect 
kitchen, a couple prepares a large meal. One of them tries, unsuccessfully, to put 
yet another dish into their beautiful, though crowded oven. Catastrophe. The 
next shot shows them striding into the nearest home improvement cavern to buy 
a new (larger) oven. Miraculously, a deliveryman smoothly slips the shiny 
appliance into place, and all is well in the world. Problem solved. 
 

A deep strand of our modern American culture tells us that making haste to 
acquire the latest thing will be the solution for whatever ails us. Most of us are 
captive to this fallacy to some degree. And as we know, we have entered the 
period of the year when we are assaulted with this kind of thinking with a special 
vigor. 
 

In the Church Year, Advent provides us with an alternative narrative and source 
of meaning. Instead of rushing, we wait. Instead of looking without, we look 
within. Instead of pretending to be strong, we ally with the weak. Instead of 
taking, we give. 
 

In this way, we prepare ourselves for the coming of the Christ. Jesus has the 
power, grace and mercy to transform us from consumers to givers, from those 
imagining scarcity to those who lack for nothing, from children of despair to 
children of hope. 
 

Stir up your power O Lord, and with great might come among us; and because we 
are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help 
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. (Collect for the 3rd Sunday of Advent) 
 

 Faithfully,  
 

Nick+ 

 

Celebrate the season at the Christ Church Christmas party on Saturday, 
December 9, 6:30 - 9:30pm! Lovely Christmas music, great fellowship, festive 
Christmas décor, and a cash bar (also alcohol-free punch). Attendance is free 
but you are encouraged to bring hot or cold hors d'oeuvres or finger 
desserts...there will be sign up sheets after coffee hour. Please contact Jo-Anne 
Allen at 781-444-3271 for information. 

tel:(781)%20444-3271
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Sunday, December 24 
Christmas Morning 
NO 8:15am 
10:00 Worship with Hymns (Chapel) 
 

Christmas Eve 
4:00pm  Family Service and Christmas Pageant. 
 

8:30pm  Christmas carols Sing-Along.   
     Choose your favorite Christmas carols. 
 

9:00pm  Choral service with Communion 
 

Monday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
9:00am  Worship (Chapel).   

Enjoy the quiet of the birth of our Savior in the 
intimate space of the Chapel.  Christmas carols. 

 

Sunday, December 31 
NO 8:15am 
10:00 Worship with Hymns (Chapel) 
 

Sunday, January 7 
8:15am Worship (Chapel) 
10:00am Epiphany Lessons and Carols 
5:30pm New Worship Service Begins (Chapel) 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

The season of Advent is upon us. This is the traditional period in 
which we prepare our hearts and souls for the arrival of the Baby 
Jesus and all he means. In the 21st Century, focus during 
December is on preparing for earthly Christmas celebrations and 
all they require. Yet, in spite of some distractions, we do pause to 
open our hearts to those in need and those close to us. To 
celebrate all we have been given and to give to others. Many of us 
look forward to the new years and plan and make “New Years’ 

resolutions” to better ourselves. Some of us rejoice that the Winter Solstice means that 
the long days of summer are beginning their journey north. During all of this activity, 
take a moment and relax and invite and ponder all that the Christmas tide means. Revel 
in it all! 
 

This past October, the Vestry, along with Nick, engaged in a Mutual Ministry review to 
assess how we, the Christ Church community, are meeting our needs. Among other 
things, we established a more formal process to make important information easily 
accessible to new Vestry members and to hold an educational session prior to the 
Vestry retreat. The Vestry is conducting a review of the responsibilities of clergy, lay 
leadership and laity to assure that the congregation’s needs are and can be adequately 
met. This is the Vestry’s Advent preparations for the next year. Feel free to review the 
Vestry minutes for more information or to ask anyone on the Vestry. 
 

Now, as we end this calendar year and begin a new liturgical year, we wish you all a 
wonderful Christmas with family and friends, and a happy and healthy 2018. Finally, 
come out and celebrate at Christ Church at the many worship and fellowship events 
planned for these next few weeks. May you all be touched by the light of the Christ Child 
and pray for peace on earth. 
 

Peace,  Joe and Rich 

Rich Gatto, 
Warden 

Joe Leghorn, 
Warden 

Notable in the Sunday 10am Liturgy 
for Advent: 
 Scottie and Nick will take turns preaching on the 

Advent collects 
 We will change the Service music 
 The congregation will sing the antiphon (refrain) 

of the Psalm, with the Choir singing the verses 
 The Priest presiding at the Eucharist will chant 

the beginnings of the  Eucharistic Prayer. We’ll be 
using Prayer B. 

 “Maranatha" will be the refrain at the Prayers of 
the People—“Come, Lord!" 

 The Advent wreath will be lit at the end of the 
service: we take the light of Christ with us out into 
the world. 

 Liturgical color is Indigo blue 
 Prayer B, page 368, Book of 

Common Prayer 
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Dear Christ Church Family, 
 

The season of Advent is here as we wait 
for The Someone miraculous to come into 
the world and into our personal lives.  Our 
spirits yearn for a miracle in today’s 
world.  We pray that we receive a glimmer 
of hope in this season of expectation. 
 

Mary and Joseph have been chosen to give birth to 
Jesus, Emmanuel, “God With Us.” Born to ordinary 
people, living ordinary lives, Jesus becomes Savior and 
Hope of the world.  The ordinary becomes the holy, 
transforming the lives of Mary, Joseph and Jesus, and 
others around the world.  Throughout Advent, we will 
be exploring the theme of transformation via the 
spoken word, prayer, action and music. 
 

The choir is preparing anthems that reflect the 
transformations of Mary, Joseph and Jesus.  We will 
sing ordinary, traditional songs that spark a change 
within our hearts as we carry this light into the world.  
Some favorite tunes that will be included:  Lo! He Comes 
with Clouds Descending, In the Bleak Midwinter, O Little 
Town of Bethlehem, What Child is This.  You will hear 
some new tunes:  Shout for Joy, Ye People!, In Night’s 
Dim Shadows Lying, When Came in Flesh th’Incarnate 
Word. We will be joined by instrumentalists, Bruce 
Goody on flute and Luisa Hamilton on violin, as well as 
vocal soloists and small ensembles.  You will hear the 
sweet sounds of the small continuo organ at the back of 
the Sanctuary.  All of these extras add a special touch to 
make this a season of warm memories at Christ Church. 
 

Christmas Eve begins at the 10am Eucharist service with 
a duet, Echoing Carols, sung by Kim Lysaght and Pam 
Goody.  The Family Service and Pageant begins at 4pm. 
Christmas Carol Sing-Along at 8:30pm.  Christmas Eve 
Eucharist Service is at 9:00pm.  Christmas Day in the 
Chapel at 9:00am. 
 

On Epiphany Sunday, January 7, 2018, at 10am we will 
have Lessons and Carols Service.  The congregation will 
have the opportunity to sing many carols and the choir 

will present anthems after each 
of the five lessons. 
 

My hope this Advent/Christmas 
season is that a space opens in 
your heart to make room for 
change.  Through prayer, 
thoughts and deeds as well as 
heartfelt music, we can all make 
preparations for miraculous 
transformations.  What or who 
will be the spark that transforms 
the ordinary into the holy? 
 

 Peace,  
                      Pam 

Pam Goody,  

Music Director 

 

Join us on Sunday, December 10 at 
3:00pm at Carter Memorial United Methodist 
Church. The Christmas portion of “Messiah,” plus 
the “Hallelujah Chorus” will be performed by the 
audience, accompanied by orchestra.  Solos will be 
sung by our own Lisa Correnti, soprano; Pamela 
Goody, alto; Grant Furgiuele, tenor; and Mark 
Anderson, bass.  Carter’s Bell Choir will also be 
performing. This joyous annual tradition kicks off 
the Christmas season in Needham.  Bring your own 
scores; if you don’t have one, you may borrow one 
at the door. 
 

Music is an important part of our lives at Christ 
Church.  When planning your Christmas lists, 
consider donating a monetary gift to “Friends of 
Music” in appreciation of or in memory of a loved 
one.  The gift of music is a thoughtful way to say ‘I 
love you’ and have an impact on the lives of many.  
Your tax-exempt donation will be used to defray 
costs of concerts at Christ Church.  Simply make 
your check payable to Christ Episcopal Church. In 
the memo section, write “Friends of Music.”   A 
personal, hand written note will be sent, notifying 
the recipient of your gift.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 

There’s a new art gallery in Needham at Christ 
Episcopal Church, 1132 Highland Ave. Hours of 
operation are Mondays through Fridays from 
9:00am– 2:00pm and Sundays from 9:00am until 
12:00 Noon. The Gallery will share art that highlights 
awareness, education and increasing connections 
to diverse communities.  It will showcase the art of 
specific populations such as the elderly, veterans, 
developmentally delayed, as well as any artist who 
would like a portion of the proceeds to go to a 
specific charity or cause.  Art exhibits will rotate 
every one to two months. The shows will be curated 
by expressive art therapist, Lucy Nims-LaFleche. 
Using her expertise, she will reach out to the 
community to secure a variety of artists, making 
The Gallery unique to Needham. If you would like to 
display your art, whether it be photos, paintings, 
please contact Lucy: lucylafleche@aol.com. 
 

This is an exciting new venue for Christ Church and 
the community of Needham.  Spread the word! 
The Gallery’s first exhibit, on display until January 
31, features quilts and textile art of Lucy Nims-
LaFleche and Pam Goody. All of their works are 
original designs and hand sewn. Most are available 
for purchase. The artists will give 10 percent of all 
sales to Hurricane Relief and Friends of Music. 
Details will be handled at the church office. 
Christmas is coming; give the gift of art to a loved 
one. 

mailto:lucylafleche@aol.com
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Christmas is fast approaching and so we are putting our thoughts on 
Christmas and the Christ Church Annual Giving Tree. The agencies we 
serve would like to have our offering of gifts to the recipients by Monday, 
December 18th. So all gifts will need to be at Christ Church by Sunday, 
December 17th. 

Women's Winter Care Packages:  
We will be doing the Women's Winter 
Care Packages again. These are bags 
for the women living at Shepherd 
House, a program for women in 
recovery run by Victory Programs.  
 

The items we include in each bag 
are: hat, scarf, gloves or mittens, 
toothpaste and toothbrush, lip 
gloss, body/hand lotion and 
shampoo. You may add anything 
else to the bag (lipstick, night gown, 
jewelry, etc.) that you wish, 
including a note of encouragement 
to the woman who receives the bag. 
All are greatly appreciated! You may 
also fill up a bag of your own with all 
the items listed.  

Gifts for Children:  
Tags are on the Giving Tree for the 
children of the women living at 
Shepherd House. Please take a 
tag, check the number on your 
tag, and sign up on the “Shepherd 
House Childrens Gift” sign-up 
sheet.  

Gift Cards for Women at 
Transition House:  
We will also again be making gifts 
to Transition House, a battered 
women's shelter in Cambridge. 
We will be collecting $25 gift 
cards to Target. We had 70 cards  
last year and will likely need 
about the same number of cards 
this year. 

Circle of Hope 
Drop-off 

hours: 
Please join the Chiappinelli family in 
helping Boston’s homeless children by 
donating new boots to the St. Nicholas 
Boot Drive! Circle of Hope volunteers will 
give these boots to homeless children in 
the weeks to come, warming their feet 
and protecting their health this winter. 
We are deeply grateful to the Chiappinelli 
family for organizing the boot drive for 
the fifth year in a row! Thank you to 
everyone who gives the gift of warmth 
and health to homeless kids by donating 
boots to the drive. 

For more information, visit 
www.circleofhopeonline.org/events 

St. Nicholas Boot Drive – 
Blessing on December 17th 

If you have any questions feel free 
to contact a member of the Giving 
Tree team.  

 

Alyssa Kence:  
akence@hotmail.com 
 

Jacque Murphy: 
jacquemurphylit@gmail.com 
 

Harding Ounanian, Jr.:  
hardingo@verizon.net 
 

Donna Vello:  
donna.vello@gmail.com  
or  617-584-2939 

Monday 
9am-11am 

 

Tuesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 

 

Wednesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 

 

Thursday 
9am-11am 

 

Saturday 
(Sept-June)  
9am-11am 

Please bring your gifts 
to church by Sunday, 
December 17th. 

Drop off new children’s boots in the 
labeled bins in the Upper Parish Hall at 
Christ Church by Sunday, December 17th.  
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The Community Concerns Committee meets twice yearly in spring and fall to select 
local, greater Boston and national and/or international organizations which deserve 
our Church’s financial support. Our focus in entirely on outreach and we are fully 
funded by the Church on an annual basis. Working within our assigned budget, we 
research each organization prior to committing resources. We recently added three 
new charities to our existing roster: 
 

Innovating Health International (IHI) – Dedicated to treating chronic diseases and 
addressing women's health issues in developing countries, IHI’s biggest program is 
in Haiti and is devoted to women’s health.  Working with local partners, IHI aims to 
increase access to treatment and education services for chronic diseases such as 
cancer, high blood pressure, diabetes and injuries. With the Haitian government, 
they are implementing a national cervical cancer prevention program at the ten 
regional hospitals of Haiti, so that all women now have access to basic screening 
services. Current projects include a Women's Cancer Center, a large cancer 
awareness program, opening a pathology laboratory, and helping to build a 
national comprehensive cancer program. IHI will use 100% of our donation to help 
patients in Haiti. www.innovatinghealthinternational.org 
 

Midwives for Haiti – This organization was founded in 2006 and has trained and 
graduated eight classes of midwifery students. These 125 skilled birth attendants 
work in nearly every geographic region in Haiti, providing care to thousands of 
women and their families each year. Their vision and mission is to make pregnancy 
and childbirth safe for mothers and babies in Haiti, by increasing access to skilled 
maternity care. midwivesforhaiti.org 
 

The Boston Foundation's (TBF) Massachusetts United for Puerto Rico Fund - 
The Massachusetts United for Puerto Rico Fund is dedicated to grassroots relief and 
recovery efforts in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria, and to support grassroots 
organizations helping Puerto Ricans displaced to Boston and the Commonwealth as 
a result of the destruction. Established as a partnership between the Boston 
Foundation and the Latino Legacy Fund (which is housed at TBF), the fund is 
advised by an Advisory Board of local Latino leaders, public officials and experts 
from the Massachusetts Puerto Rican diaspora community. Massachusetts has the 
5th largest population of Puerto Ricans in the continental United States. 
www.tbf.org/puertorico 
 

If you would like to be a part of this very interesting and rewarding Committee, we 
would love to have you. Please contact any of us for more information.  

 

 
Thanks to all 
who have 
pledged thus 
far the 
upcoming  
year.  If you 
haven’t 
pledged yet, 
you can pledge 
on line, or 
email the office 
to have a 
pledge card 
and envelope 
sent to you. 

Thank you to the many anonymous and generous folks who have left 
contributions to the MANNA Clothing Closet in our box.  The guests at Monday 
Lunch are very grateful and so moved by your love and care. 
 

In December, we want to be able to provide a set of thermal underwear, a warm hat and a pair of warm gloves 
to every guest of MANNA’s Monday Lunch who spends most of their day and night outside over the winter.  
Myra Anderson will be collecting cash donations on December 3rd and December 10th to purchase long 
underwear, gloves and hats at reduced prices to ensure that everyone is helped.  Your donation of $15 will 
buy a set of all three!  Checks can be made out to Christ Church, with “MANNA Clothing” in the memo line. 
 

As always, in our box in Upper Parish Hall, we will continue to collect warm clothing and outerwear, travel-
size toiletries, backpacks and new socks to keep the Clothing Closet well-stocked all winter.  If you would like 
to help distribute clothing, we go down next on December 11th.   
Contact Myra at myra.anderson@comcast.net. 

Christine Ruddy, Community Concerns Committee, Chair—cgibsonruddy@gmail.com 

file:///C:/Users/Donna/Downloads/www.innovatinghealthinternational.org
file:///C:/Users/Donna/Downloads/JOANNE'S%20GARDEN%20LISTS
file:///C:/Users/Donna/Downloads/www.tbf.org/puertorico
mailto:myra.anderson@comcast.net
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Confirmation Class is beginning 
this Sunday, December 3 at 
5:30pm in the Lower Parish Hall! 
 

Please call or email us with any 
questions:  
 

Emilie Hitron 
emhitron@gmail.com 
617-820-1184 
 

Stanley Hitron  
s.hitron@gmail.com  
617-838-0070 
 

Nick Morris-Kliment 
nick@ccneedham.org 
781-444-1469 

CHRISTIAN LEARNING AND FORMATION FOR ALL AGES  

 

It's time to plan the pageant, held annually at Christ Church at 
4pm on Christmas Eve as part of our family service. All children of 
the Parish and visiting guests are welcome to participate. We will 
need to fill these roles: two narrators, Mary and Joseph, three 
kings, two head angels and an unlimited number of other angels, 
shepherds and animals.  
 

There will be a sign-up sheet in Upper Parish Hall until the 
Sunday before Christmas, when we distribute costumes after the 
10am service in Lower Parish Hall. There is no formal rehearsal, 
but we do ask you to be in Lower Parish Hall by 3:30pm on 
Christmas Eve. 
 

Questions? Please contact Nancy Sterling at 
nsterling@mlstrategies.com 

What does it mean to be a man and a Christian?  
 

Join us for our last session on the writings of Fr. Richard Rohr as we explore selected, 
short, chapters of his book From Wild Man to Wise Man: Reflections on Male Spirituality. 
The book looks at Christianity from one male perspective and provides fresh insights 
into topics such as money, fatherhood, sexuality, addiction and many others.  
Conversation will be facilitated by John Carr, a parishioner who is a therapist in private 
practice in Boston and adjunct professor at Boston College. John specializes in 
working with men/fathers, healthcare providers and millennials on parenting, anger 
and spiritual issues. 
 

Final session will be held in the Chapel 7pm - 8:30pm on Wednesday, December 13.  
 

Suggested preparation: Listen to this podcast: 
https://onbeing.org/programs/richard-rohr-living-in-deep-time-apr2017/

#.We6hG78Zwmg.email 

Costumes Needed: We are looking 
for both costumes and volunteers. For 
costumes, we are looking for any type 
or size of animal costumes or angels or 
anything that could be used to 
enhance the costumes of shepherds, 
kings or Mary and Joseph. 
 

Can you help out? 
We are seeking two people to help give 
out the costumes after the 10am 
service on December 17th. We also 
need one individual to help Barbara 
Jones and Nancy Sterling at 3:30pm on 
Christmas Eve to help the kids get 
ready before the 4pm service. Please 
contact Nancy Sterling at 
nsterling@mlstrategies.com 

tel:(617)%20820-1184
tel:(671)%20838-0070
mailto:nsterling@mlstrategies.com
https://onbeing.org/programs/richard-rohr-living-in-deep-time-apr2017/#.We6hG78Zwmg.email
https://onbeing.org/programs/richard-rohr-living-in-deep-time-apr2017/#.We6hG78Zwmg.email
mailto:nsterling@mlstrategies.com
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Jeanette Duvall: 781-444-6055 or johnneeo@verizon.net 

Claudia Yapp: 781-444-0949 or claudiayapp@gmail.com 

How do we live in a society whose popular values differ significantly 
from our own? Can we truly understand the desperation of 
oppressed people? Is there a way to be optimistic? 
 

We will explore these questions and our role in a damaged world as 
we spend the year reading The Revelation of John, which is the final 
book of The Bible.  Often thought to be a description of the 
apocalypse, it can also be read as the voice of an oppressed people; a 
guide for living in a society that holds other values.  Understanding 
our place in this world allows for a positive and upbeat approach.  
Join us for discovery and open discussion led by Tracy Rubin.   
You are welcome to purchase a companion commentary.  Two good 
ones to choose from are “Revelation for Everyone” by N.T. Wright, 
which relates scripture to our daily life, or “The Revelation of John”, 
volumes 1 & 2 by William Barclay, which provides lots of historical 
background.  All are available at Amazon.  
 

Class are held every Wednesday, mornings 10am to noon, and 
evenings 7pm to 8:30pm, your choice.  For those thinking about 
joining us for the first time, regular attendance is not mandatory.  
Please know all are welcome to share in broadening your scriptural 
knowledge, deepening your faith, and experiencing this warm 
community. 

 

 

Kim Lysaght 

 

Newcomers Brunch planned 
for January 7: Stay tuned!  
 

If you would like to be involved 
in any way, please contact Kim 
Lysaght at 781-237-0709 or 
kim@thelysaghts.com.  

 

This is an informal gathering for the 
men of Christ Church to break bread 
and foster relationships.  
 

Our December dinner will be on 
December 21st at Three Squares on 
Highland Ave in Needham. All are 
welcome! Please let Michael Niden 
know if you can attend. 
 

RSVP: by Tuesday, December 19th 
Questions? 
781-801-2151 
Michaelniden@comcast.net 

Come join us in the Memorial Room at 6:30am for a structured 
but informal time of prayer and conversation ending at 7:15am. 
An opening prayer, conversation about Scripture and our lives, 
an opportunity to connect with one another and God.  
 

Contact Nick with questions at  
nick@ccneedham.org or 781-444-1469, ext. 113 

The Intercessory Prayer Group (I.P.) is a community 
of clergy and lay persons who pray for another: 
praying for specific people who have requested 
prayers for themselves, or for another person(s), 
who are in need of physical, emotional, or spiritual 
healing. The list remains confidential. This ministry prays in private, 
in their own way, and in community on the 3rd Sunday of the month, 
11:30am-12:30pm. We meet in the Memorial Room next to Upper Par-
ish Hall (unless otherwise noted.) All are welcome to join.  

We also gather 2-3 evenings throughout the year at parishioner's 
homes for fellowship and delicious pot-luck fare. I.P. invites prayer 
requests at any time and for any need; requests immediately activate 
the prayer chain.  For more information please contact one of the 
coordinators of the group, Jeanette or Claudia.

tel:%28781-444-6055
mailto:johnneeo@verizon.net
tel:%28781-444-0949
mailto:claudiayapp@gmail.com
tel:(781)%20801-2151
mailto:Michaelniden@comcast.net
tel:(781)%20444-1469
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Five excited members of Christ 
Church traveled to the annual 
convention held at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. Our clergy, Nick and 
Scottie, were joined by the Rev. 
Heidi Fieldston and our two 
delegates, Bob Eaton and Pete 
Tower. We were all enthused by 
the cheerful enthusiasm of the 
hundreds of conveners and we 
had a wonderful time talking 
with them. It is clear that the 
Episcopal Church in eastern 
Massachusetts possesses a 
palpable vitality! 

Early in the proceedings there was a presentation of 
the current Mission Strategy of the Diocese. After 
numerous clerical and lay inputs, a statement of these 
initiatives has become the defined strategy moving 
forward. The following three points summarize the 
content of the strategy: 
 

Indaba: the African practice of community building. 
More collaboration and networking among parishes. 
Communication not limited to clerical liaisons not 
only enhances Christian fellowship, but also leads to 
ideas, methodology and practices resulting in the 
sharing of valuable insights and experiences into the 
operations of parishes. 
Regional Canons: A re-balancing of authority 
expanding the role of the individual parishes with a 
corresponding reduction of governance emanating 
from the bishops. “From the ground up rather than 
from the top down.” There will be four regional 
canons, Diocesan Staff empowered to  ???? 
Mission Match: ‘Matching’ of parishes from parishes 
with greater resources and traditional memberships 
with parishes that are more diverse, with the primary 
object of fellowship and getting to know the members 
of the partner parish on a more personal, friendly 
basis. 

 

Examination of the voluminous booklets and reports 
distributed to the conveners revealed the policies and 
aspirations of not only our Diocese, but also of the 
national Episcopal Church. Controversial issues of the 
past appear to be no longer arguable; established 
doctrine has confirmed full support for clerical gender 
equality and LBGT inclusion. The reports also asserted 
that the Diocese has determined to cut assessments 
from individual churches by 10%, according to a 
formula for a sliding scale of assessment reductions 
depending upon  the resources of each parish. For 
Christ Church, our assessment will be reduced by 
$2969, or 4.5%. It was enlightening to learn that we are 
the 13th largest parish in a diocese of 161 churches. 
Therefore, we in the top 8th percentile based upon the 
size of our budget.  It turns out that only two thirds of 

the total number of churches can afford a full time 
rector.  Furthermore, Christ Church has benefited in 
the past from grants and loans from the Diocese for 
environmental initiatives and other subsidies. In the 
past year, the Diocese has generously assisted our 
Haiti ministry. 
 

“Our Crowd” – The Rt. Rev. Bud Cederholm, our former 
rector and now retired Suffragen Bishop, was present 
to be a leading advocate of two resolutions, cited 
below.  Scottie Miller won a contested election to 
become a Clerical Member of the Disciplinary 
Committee. Our former curate Karen Coleman won a 
contested election to become Clerical Alternate to the 
2018 General Convention. 
 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 
The first was a resolution entitled “We Are Still In,” 
asserting Diocesan agreement with  the national 
Church’s opposition to President Trump’s threatened 
exit of the U.S. from the Paris Climate Change 
agreement. This resolution signals our association 
with numerous state, corporate and other private 
entities dedicated to pursuing clean energy solutions, 
even if the federal government resists these actions. 
The second resolution, of which Bishop Bud was the 
foremost advocate, was entitled “The Encouragement 
of Formation of a Network of Congregations and 
Individuals Engaged in Elder Ministry in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Massachusetts.” One in three Episcopalians 
in the nation is over the age of 65, and life expectancy 
of Americans continues to increase. 
 

Our delegation was impressed by the passion of the 
hundreds of fellow delegates we communed with. It 
was a stirring convention, and we were pleased to 
have represented Christ Church. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Peter Tower,  
 

 

Peter Tower  
(Diocesan  

Convention) 
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December 3, After 10am service 
Open to the public at noon—spread the 
word by inviting friends to join you!  
 

Jewelry Table: Connie: csbarr@comcast.net,  
781-444-4645 
 

New to You Table:  
Kim: k-rutherford@ti.com, 617-710-7153 
Jane: janeblane@yahoo.com, 617-584-0587 
 

Bake Table:  
Ellie Wainwright: elliew210@yahoo.com, 508-376-8466   
Hope Anderson:  handerson@minlib.net, 781-455-0735 
Barbara Baker:  epic2_us@yahoo.com, 781- 727-3744 
Debbie Rempis: dtr4430@gmail.com  
 

Raffle: Stefano: smigliuolo@gmail.com, 781-449-8196 
 

Can you help with, Set-Up, Clean-Up, Security, Etc.  
Please let us know if you are able to help. 
 

Gratefully, Your Gift Shop team: 
Emilie Hitron: emhitron@gmail.com or 617-820-1184 
Stan Hitron: s.hitron@gmail.com or 617-838-0700 

You’ve spoken; we’ve been listening, 
praying, and working hard! The Christ 
Church Worship & Arts Committee, the 
Vestry, and Clergy are excited to announce a 
new Sunday evening service at Christ 
Church starting in January. The service will 
take under one hour, include a Eucharist, 
have music, and be family-friendly. Our 
intention is to answer the call for a much-
desired alternative to the existing Sunday 
morning services at Christ Church. The 
service will be coordinated with the 
confirmation class and youth group to allow 
teens and their parents to attend as well. 
The first Sunday evening service will be on 
January 7th, at 5:30pm in the Chapel. All are 
wanted and welcome. Please join us! 

Resources for Addressing  
Domestic Violence  
Jane Doe     
www.janedoe.org 
REACH  
https://reachma.org 
Safe Havens  
http://www.interfaithpartners.org 

Resources for Gun Safety 
Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence  
www.bradycampaign.org 
Moms Demand Action  
https://momsdemandaction.org/ 
Everytown for Gun Safety  
https://everytown.org/ 

mailto:csbarr@comcast.net
mailto:k-rutherford@ti.com
mailto:wainwright4@verizon.net
mailto:handerson@minlib.net
mailto:epic2_us@yahoo.com
mailto:smigliuolo@gmail.com
mailto:emhitron@gmail.com
mailto:s.hitron@gmail.com
http://www.janedoe.org/
https://reachma.org/
http://www.interfaithpartners.org/
http://www.bradycampaign.org/
https://momsdemandaction.org/
https://everytown.org/
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1132 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 
781- 444-1469 
www.ccneedham.org 

 

The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector 
nick@ccneedham.org 
 

The Rev. Scottie Miller, Associate Rector 
scottie@ccneedham.org 
 

Pamela Goody, Music Director 
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org 
 
Kathleen Ganz, Parish Administrator 
office@ccneedham.org 
 

Charles W. Raines, Organist 
 
Michael Beagan, Sexton 
facilities@ccneedham.org 
 
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper 
control@ccneedham.org 
 
Geralda Jean, Sunday Childcare Provider 
 

 

Rich Gatto & Joe Leghorn, Wardens 
Duncan Allen, Treasurer 
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer 
David Carnahan, Clerk 
 

 

Nardin Baker 
Bob Begin 
Kimberly Conrad 
Dusty Hecker 
Stan Hitron 
David Keener 
Tim Lysaght  
Stefano Migliuolo 
Jeff Murphy 
Phil Trussell 
Ellen Volpe 
Linnea Wren 

The Deadline for the January issue of 
The Visitor is Tuesday, December 26th.  

Parish Elections, 
ANNUAL MEETING: 
Sunday, January 28, 2018—The 
time has come to nominate members of 
the Parish to serve in elected leadership 
positions at Christ Church at the Annual 
Meeting on January 28, 2018. Attached 
here are descriptions of the positions, 
as well as a ballot. Please return the 
ballot to the election box in the Upper 
Parish Hall, send electronically to 
office@ccneedham.org, or send by US 
mail to the church, marked “Election 
Committee.” 

December 1 - Thursday 
3:45 Study Buddies 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

December 3 –Sunday, Advent I  
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:00am Shelter Cooking 
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
11:00am Holiday Gift Shop 
5:30pm Confirmation Meeting 
 

December 4- Monday 
10:00am Knitting Ministry 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
3:45 Study Buddies 
 

December 5 - Tuesday 
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:00pm Property Meeting 
 

December 6 - Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study 
12:00noon Noonday Prayer 
3:45 Study Buddies 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 

December 7 - Thursday 
3:45 Study Buddies 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

December 9 - Saturday 
6:30pm Christmas Party 
 

December 10 –Sunday, Advent II 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:00am Shelter Cooking 
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
5:30pm Confirmation Class 
 

December 11- Monday 
9:00am Staff Meeting 
MANNA lunch - Cathedral 
3:45 Study Buddies 
 

December 12 - Tuesday 
7:00pm Finance Meeting  
 

December 13 - Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study 
12:00noon Noonday Prayer 

3:45 Study Buddies 
7:00pm Bible Study 
7:00pm Men’s Book Group 
 

December 14 - Thursday 
3:45 Study Buddies 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

December 17 – Sunday, Advent III 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
Blessing of Giving Tree Gifts and Boots  
11:30am Intercessory Prayer Group 
5:30pm Confirmation Class 
 

December 18 - Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
3:45 Study Buddies 
 

December 19 - Tuesday 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:15pm Vestry Meeting 
 

December 20 - Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study 
12:00noon Noonday Prayer 
3:45 Study Buddies 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 

December 21 - Thursday 
3:45 Study Buddies 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
6:30pm Men’s Fellowship Dinner 
 

December 24 - Sunday 
Advent IV, Christmas Eve 
NO 8:15am Service 
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II (chapel)  
4:00pm Children’s Pageant 
8:30pm Carol Singing 
9:00pm Choral Eucharist Service 
 

December 25 – Christmas Day 
9:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Chapel) 
 

December 26 - Tuesday 
Office closed 
 

December 31 – Sunday 
New Year’s Eve 
NO 8:15am Service 
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Chapel) 

Solar Update:  
The solar system continues 
to generate savings for the 
Church and carbon-free 
energy for our power needs. 
In October, the system 
generated about 4,810 KwH 
of electricity in September.  
For 2017 so far, the system 
generated about 44,088 
KwH and saved the Church 
about $3,534.  

B-Safe Funding 
Due to unanticipated budget cuts at 
the Diocese, B-Safe is losing $25,000 
from its budget for 2018. Christ 
Church is sending a check for $2,000 
from the B-Safe Fund that has 
accrued from the generosity of 
parishioners over the past number of 
years from B-Safe coffee hours and 
other solicitations. Thank you to all 
who have supported this life-giving 
program. Checks can be sent directly 
to St. Stephen’s Youth Programs 419 
Shawmut Avenue Boston MA 02118 

http://files.constantcontact.com/f49bf5dd001/9aac10c5-afdf-4c3d-ab63-caa1585e6d84.pdf
https://maps.google.com/?q=419+Shawmut+Avenue+Boston+MA+02118&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=419+Shawmut+Avenue+Boston+MA+02118&entry=gmail&source=g

