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September 2017 

The Visitor 

(Continued on page two) 

The Light Shines at Christ Church 
Greetings Sisters and Brothers, 
 

One of the books I read this summer is Ron Chernow’s 
acclaimed biography, Hamilton. The book is in part the 
basis for the smash Broadway hit of the same name. 
Alexander Hamilton, along with George Washington and 
a small handful of others, laid the theoretical and 
practical foundation for the government of the United 
States as we know it today. 
 

Reading the book was something of a comfort to me. It 
may seem that we are experiencing unprecedented 
domestic turbulence in our national life. But in fact, 
during the first decades of our history, there were 
widespread doubts that the new nation would survive. 
The Revolutionary War encompassed terrible struggles 
among factions within the colonies. The years after the 
war and before the ratification of the Constitution were 
perilous ones, including Shay’s Rebellion of 1784 here in 
Massachusetts. President George Washington himself 
led troops to put down the Whiskey Rebellion of 
1791. The press was hardly less brutal than it is today; 
the first contested elections of 1796 and 1800 were 
hardly less nasty than the election of 2016. (Washington 
ran unopposed in 1788 and 1792.) The inability of the 
two parties (then called the Federalists and the 
Democratic Republicans) to work together on domestic 

or foreign policy nearly tore the nation asunder. 
Partisan violence was common: Alexander Hamilton 
himself was shot and killed by Aaron Burr in a duel. 
Abroad, the United States’ incoherent foreign policy in 
Europe, as well as its newness and relative weakness, 
set the stage for another war with Britain in 1812. 
 

And so on. As the writer of Ecclesiastes tells us in the 
Hebrew Bible, “there is nothing new under the 
sun.” (1.9) 
 

And yet recent events take our breath away. Our 
political institutions seem helpless before the economic 
and political problems of our time. The racial and 
ethnic hatred that has ebbed, flowed and festered since 
the founding of our nation has erupted with a horrible 
ferocity usually not witnessed by privileged white 
people. The naked contempt of neo-Nazis and other 
white supremacists, as well as the slickly-coded, 
pseudo-intellectual rhetoric of their oily spokesmen, 
point to a sickness deep in our nation’s soul. Our 
President’s cynically muddled response to this hatred 
emboldens those who relish racial and ethnic violence 
and prejudice. Violent hatred infects even some of 
those who claim commitment to ideals of justice and 
peace. 

Christ Church wins 1st place in 4th of July Parade!  Nick holds the official Episcopal 
Church flag, while Scottie carries the Christ Church banner.  
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Thank  
A message from Pam Goody, Music Director 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

Living in such fast-paced times, it 
seems there is often not much 
opportunity for rest and 
reflection. We hope the summer 
months have provided a bit more 
time for refreshment of body and 
soul, and enjoying the company 
of family and friends.  Just 
working and recreating outdoors 
is such a pleasure, whatever your 
favorite pursuits. 

 

We want to reflect with you on one of the most 
enjoyable and successful parish projects of this 
season, namely the experience of creating the Christ 
Church Float! To all our members who participated, 
and we know there are more than eighty of you, we 
extend our heartfelt thanks.  To those who missed the 
direct experience, we are happy to report that the float 
won the Grand Prize award as the best entry in 
Needham’s Fourth of July parade.  Special kudos go to 
Nardin Baker and Tim Lysaght who led the effort on 
behalf of the Vestry. 
 

It becomes hard to name more stars and stalwarts, 
because there were so many who contributed in 
countless ways.  Just to give a quick flavor, here is an 
excerpt from Nardin’s report to the Vestry: 
 

“We took on the project to build a float in February, 
and in April we created a calendar to guide the work. 

“We were motivated to show how connected we are 
with the Town and with all the other groups we are 
associated with.  Nardin built a model that helped 
others visualize the project. The Braileys organized the 
pomp manufacture, and Tim Lysaght and Stefano 
Migluolo led the building of panels (with wood 
strapping and chicken wire). People took pomps home 
to fold. Isabel Nickerson fed the crowd over several 
weekends, as we learned to glue, staple and construct. 
 

“The design was scaled down to be practical. Chaos 
and confusion led to skepticism, and emerged into 
excitement and success. Thirty people marched in the 
parade, the Town loved it, and we raised our visibility 
in the Town.  Special thanks to Tim for supplying the 
truck and trailer, and for driving. The process became 
exactly what we hoped it would be. The experience 
gives us confidence to take on other projects in the 
future.” 
 

We place a high value on the 
collaboration, team building and 
community outreach that was 
achieved through the float 
project.  We trust that the 
experience will help light the way 
to more ideas, and more efforts, 
to serve God and our neighbors in 
the months to come. 
 

Peace, 
Rich and Joe, Wardens 

Rich Gatto, 
Warden 

Serving God and Neighbor: A message from Wardens, Joe and Rich 

Joe Leghorn, 
Warden 

Enter the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Even amid the 
darkness, there is the Light of the World. The darkness 
has not mastered it (John 1.5). Our high calling as 
followers of Jesus is to bask in this light. This light 
resides in each of us, and we are to nurture it so that it 
brightly shines. To that end, we hold fast to the basics of 
our faith: the 10 Commandments (Exodus 20.1-17), the 
Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6.9-13), the Beatitudes 
(Matthew 5-7), the Great Commandment (Matthew 
12.28-30). We proclaim in word and deed the 
Resurrection of Jesus as a reminder that love wins. All 
this anchors us in the reality of God’s bottomless love 
for all creation. 
 

And we pray. Jesus could not be more inconveniently 
clear: we pray for our enemies and those who persecute 
us (Matthew 5.44) or who do violence to our deepest 
convictions. I experienced the power of this communal 
prayer twice in the last few weeks, both times in 
worship at our Cathedral.  The first time was at an 
interfaith Vigil on the Cathedral steps the Sunday after 
the violence in Charlottesville. Subsequently, Bishop 

Gates hosted a Eucharist on the Saturday of the Boston 
Free Speech Rally and Counter Protest. Both were 
profoundly hopeful and encouraging. You can read the 
testimony in this Visitor of other parishioners who 
attended the Vigil and March to the Common. 
 

We are the Body of Christ in the world, called and 
empowered to love God and our neighbor as Jesus 
teaches us. Now is the time to stand for that love with 
one another, wherever we find ourselves. It may involve 
risk and inconvenience. But real love almost ways 
involves those two, doesn’t it? 
 

Come to the well of worship and fellowship at Christ 
Church.  Drink deeply of the Spirit to sustain you in the 
work and joy of loving God and neighbor. Thank you for 
being part of this community. Invite others to join us. 
 

Faithfully yours, 
Nick+ 

The Light Shines at Christ Church (Continued from page one) 
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Holy Ground 
A message from Rev. Scottie 
In these last few days of summer, I visited my family in 
East Tennessee.  One afternoon, I found my old copy 
of Thoreau’s Walden on a bookshelf and reread it.  I 
had forgotten that Thoreau argued that the origins of 
the word “saunter” come from the French 
words, “san terre”, or “holy ground.”  He 
wrote that pilgrims would wander the 
long road to their destinations, and that 
the path they traveled to their sacred 
destination became holy ground.  The 
pilgrim road was as holy as the 
destination.  Gradually then, any wander, 
or ambling walk, became a saunter.  My 
trusty Oxford English Dictionary does not 
quite agree with this etymology, but I like 
it a lot.  And I hope that this summer you 
found time to saunter a bit, to travel to 
whatever place you find refreshing or 
even sacred, whether that is a rocky 
coast, a sandy beach, a mountain view, or 
just your favorite ice cream place.   
 

My time at Christ Church began on July 1, and my very 
first experience was our Christ Church float building 
and the Fourth of July parade in Needham.  What a 
marvelous day that was, and what fun to be with the 
folks who helped build our float.  I’ve had the privilege 
of getting to know many of you over the summer and I 
am so grateful for the visits and the warm welcome—
and for several gifts of home grown produce.  I’ve 
loved the music over the summer, and worshipping in 
the chapel, and I have been delighted to be able to 
participate in the liturgy.  This summer, it has been a 
great pleasure to spend a couple of afternoons at our 
parish’s participation in our diocesan children’s 
summer program, B-SAFE (our church works with the 

camp in Mattapan), and with our MANNA program, 
feeding and worshipping with our diocesan 
congregation for mostly unhoused folks in Boston.  
We had a wonderful evening with church school 

teachers and confirmation leaders.  My 
time at Christ Church so far has felt very 
much like sacred time, and if the summer 
hasn’t quite been a saunter, Christ 
Church surely feels like holy ground. 
 

I hope that now that autumn is coming, 
you are looking forward to our Christ 
Church community’s beginning our 
program year together.  After events in 
our nation and our world over the 
summer, I believe we need more than 
ever to be together as a community and 
to learn and pray and serve together.  If 
you haven’t had the opportunity to be at 
church this summer, please know that I 
am truly looking forward to meeting you 
and to getting to know you.  I am 

especially delighted at the prospect of working with 
children and young people again, and with 
collaborating with teachers and youth group and 
confirmation leaders. 
 

Please do introduce yourself, and know that I am 
always open to a cup of coffee or an office visit, or to 
visit you.  Feel free to come by or to call, and if you 
have ideas for our church school and youth programs, 
let me know.  If you want to learn more about how to 
get involved with working with our younger 
parishioners, please don’t hesitate to call or email me. 
 

Peace,  
        Scottie 

The Rev.  Scottie Miller, 
Associate Rector 

Dates and Upcoming Events for Children and Young People 
Childcare for our youngest children will be available on Sundays when Church School meets.  Our nursery will begin 
welcoming children on Sundays, beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 

September 10 
8am and 10am Eucharists begin. 
Church School Registration after each service, at 9:30am and 11:15am 
Parish Picnic immediately following our 10am Eucharist 
Confirmation Dinner at 5:30pm (Weekly dinners through September.) 

September 17  
Church School and Chapel begin. 

October  
Church School meets on October 1, 15, 22, 29. (No Church School on October 8, due to Columbus Day Holiday.) 
October 1, Blessing of the Animals, 1pm 
October 7, Deanery Confirmations, St. Andrew’s Wellesley, 10am 

 

Watch our newsletter and website for details on upcoming events. Please feel free to contact me with questions, 
ideas, suggestions, or to volunteer your time or talent.  You may reach me at: Scottie@ccneedham.org or 
Rev.ScottieMiller@gmail.com, 781-444-1469 (office voicemail), 978-979-1694 (cell phone) 

mailto:Scottie@ccneedham.org
mailto:Rev.ScottieMiller@gmail.com
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It’s a Canoe/Kayak Party! 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 8:30am 
Come form a Christ Church Flotilla the morning of Saturday, September 9 from 8.30am to 11:00am at 
Paddle Boston: Charles River Canoe & Kayak, 455 Nahanton Street, right on the Needham/Newton 
line.   Cost is $20/per person.  Let's navigate the waters of the Charles River together! Sign up using Sign 
Up Genius at: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4da5ae29a2f58-join 

Dear Christ Church Family, 
 

I hope your summer was a good one, whether it was one of fast-paced and 
exciting adventures or slow and easy-breezy, catching up with friends and loved 
ones.  Either way, a change of pace is always a good thing to revitalize your 
physical, emotional and mental wellbeing. 
 

I did some traveling, caught up with people I haven’t seen since last year, and 
read a lot of books.  I also attended a summer music conference with the 
American Choral Directors’ Association.  It was a 4-day intensive of MUSIC from 
7am until 10pm.  I was in heaven!  Classes of all sorts were offered, such as 
working with the aging voice, yoga and movement for conductors, the 
importance of consonants in singing, and maintaining good vocal health, to 
name just a few.  We rehearsed and performed a concert of Vaughan Williams’ 
music, “In Windsor Forest.”  It was a challenge to get the piece together in only 
five-hours’ time.  Singing in an ensemble is an amazing feeling!  (You should try 
it—join the Christ Church Choir.) 
 

We enjoyed a one-hour sing-along with the famous Alice 
Parker.  She is a National Treasure, for at the age of 92, 
she is still singing, composing, leading symposiums, and 
writing books.  She says her doctor told her she has lived 
so long because she sings every day.  That’s a lesson for 
us.  Sing, people, sing! 
 

Summer is a time for renewal, and for me, it is a time for 
planning the next church year.  We have some exciting 
things in store.  For now, I’ll give you a brief outline, just 
to entice you.  More details will follow at a later time. 
 

This is an action packed year.  Why don’t you join Choir 
and be part of the action?  

Peace, 
Pam 

Pam Goody,  

Music Director 

 

October 22, 3:00pm 
Concert with Christ Church Choir and Friends.  A variety show. 
November 26, 4:00pm 
Evensong in the Chapel 
December 24 
Christmas Eve Carol Sing-Along and Service 
January  7, 10am 
Epiphany Lessons and Carols 
March 11, 3:00pm 
Fauré “Requiem” with multi-choirs and Rivers Symphony Orchestra 

Dates of note: 

IT’S TIME… 
TO JOIN CHOIR 
 

You know you love to 
sing…in the car, in the 
shower, such good places 
to sing.  Another great 
place to sing is at church.  
Join Choir and sing for joy!  
Use your voice to sing for 
the glory of God! We begin 
rehearsals on Thursday, 
September 7 at 7:00pm 
until 9:00pm.   
 

We are friendly, fun and 
welcoming people.  We 
meet in the Sanctuary.  
Pick up your folder filled 
with new, exciting music 
for a great year ahead.  
Don’t miss out on this FREE 
opportunity to be in the 
midst of greatness.  Spread 
the Word through the 
ministry of song. 
 

Questions and concerns?  
Please call the office at 781-
444-1469 and leave a 
message for Pam Goody, 
Music 
Director.  
See you 
soon.  
Tra-la! 

A message from Pam Goody, Music Director 
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Lay Worship Leaders Invited 
Myra Anderson will coordinate the schedule for altar servers and lay worship 
leaders again this fall.  If you are already a verger, crucifer, sub-deacon, chalice 
bearer, acolyte, lector or intercessor, watch for Myra’s email with the link to the Sign 
Up Genius.  IF YOU ARE CURIOUS WHAT ALL OF THESE ROLES ENTAIL, please contact 
Myra to learn the details and join our lay worship ministry team! 

New this fall:   

We will offer our intercessions (Prayers of the People) from the pews.  The 
Intercessor will have an assigned seat with a microphone on the center aisle near 
the center of the congregation.  Yes, it’s new, but let’s give it a try!  The congregation 
is always encouraged to offer their own additional intercessions either aloud or 
silently at many spots during the prayers.  We hope the intimacy of the intercessor 
being among us will make this a more prayerful and spiritual time of the service. 

Each Fall the men of Christ Church have an opportunity to gather for a weekend of recreation and 
relaxation in the beauty of God’s creation on Cuttyhunk Island located in Buzzards Bay off Cape Cod. 
All are welcome! For more information or to sign up please contact Michael Niden at: 
michaelniden@comcast.net or 781-801-2151, or Tim Lysaght at: tim@thelysaghts.com.   
Don’t let cost be an issue. See Nick for details. 

Friday September 15: 

Morning or afternoon ferry from  
New Bedford to Cuttyhunk 
 

Friday 5pm 
Welcome Reception and Dinner 
 

Saturday September 16 
Explore Cuttyhunk Island- Read, Hike, Fish 
 

Sunday September 17 
9am Morning Services 
12noon Ferry to New Bedford 

sa 

Save the Date...Men’s Weekend at Cuttyhunk 
Island!  Friday, September 15 - Sunday, September 17 

 

Myra Anderson 

You can reach Myra by email at: myra.anderson@comcast.net or phone: 781-258-9597. 

Welcome and Fellowship Committee: 
Welcome back from summer!  It is time to start thinking about reconnecting and 
having some fun together!  Kim Lysaght is turning her energies toward creating 
fellowship events and opportunities to connect us here at Christ Church.   She is 
looking for some help to build this committee.  In addition to fun events, this 
committee will also focus on how we welcome new members and how we can reach 
out to those who visit us and show them we are a community that welcomes them.   

Some examples of fellowship events are: Trivia Night on Saturday, October 21, 
Christmas cookie swap in December, The Untalent Show in February, and a pseudo-
Master Chef competition in the spring.  

If you like to have fun, then consider joining this group.  You could assist with one 
event, or become part of a regular team.  Please reach out to Kim 
(kim@thelysaghts.com) if you would be able to help, and definitely participate in 
the events over the course of the year!  

 

Kim Lysaght 

mailto:myra.anderson@comcast.net
mailto:kim@thelysaghts.com


 

Page 6 / The Visitor /September 2017 

 

“The songs we sang together were very 
moving. I was not familiar with either song, 
but the experience of learning the words, 
singing them in harmony and hearing the 
group gain volume and confidence was 
heartening. It reinforced my belief that 
each of us is better as part of a community 
and that community is best when 
committed to deep values of integrity, 
respect and humility.” - Linnea Wren 

On Sunday, August 13, and 
Saturday, August 19 events were 
held at St. Paul’s Cathedral in 
Boston, as well as on Boston 
Common, as a prayerful and 
peaceful response to the events in 
Charlottesville the weekend prior. 
Following are responses from 
those who attended either the 
Peace Vigil or protest march.  

March to Boston Common,  
August 19th 
A reflection by  Rich Gatto 
 
On Saturday, August 19, I joined the protest march that 
started in Roxbury at Roxbury Community College and 
continued down the length of Tremont Street to a rally at the 
Boston Common.  Many of us felt moved to respond to events 
which recently occurred in Charlottesville, VA where, at a 
white supremacist rally, one young woman was killed and 
many were injured.  This violence, sparked by Ku Klux Klan 
and Nazi members and sympathizers, seemed to be dragging 
us backward into times of racial and religious hatred that 
Americans of good will, from all backgrounds and faith 
traditions, have struggled for over two centuries to overcome.   

When the President failed to outright condemn this hateful 
violence, and instead said there were “many sides” involved 
who should share blame, a national call arose for 
demonstrations of racial unity and religious tolerance.  In 
Boston over 40,000 people answered the call and peacefully 
protested, their chants of “No Trump, No KKK, No fascist USA” 
ringing out loud and clear during the two mile march.  There 
was a deeply shared sense of alarm among those who 
attended, wondering how it could suddenly have become 
acceptable to espouse racial hatred and anti-Semitism again 
in America. 

One troubling note:  Amidst the throngs of peaceful 
participants were a handful of “anti-fascist” protesters who 
came with their own violent intentions.  Often dressed in 
black, and with their faces covered with masks or scarves, 
these folks believe in meeting violence with more violence.  
Some of these “antifa” protesters stayed after the march and 
rally were over, creating scuffles with opponents and with 
police. About thirty arrests were made, but fortunately no 
serious injuries were reported. 

Our Christian teaching condemns all violence, and our most 
revered civil rights leaders have taught us the importance of 
resisting evil while still working to redeem our adversaries.  
We are challenged to hold within us this creative tension, 
abhorring violent and racist actions while continually trying to 
forgive and to love the people who have committed these 
acts.  

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who gave his life in his non-violent 
pursuit of justice for all people, 
famously expressed the idea this 
way: 

“Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness, only light can do that.  
Hate cannot drive out hate, only love 
can do that.” 

Let us be ready as a congregation to 
stand up for justice and for love in 
the challenging times ahead.  

“As we found our places to sit or stand at 
the Peace Vigil at St. Paul's Cathedral on 
the Sunday night after the events in 
Charlottesville, I was concerned that the 
noise of the surrounding neighborhood 
would impact our silent vigil. However, as 
the first five or ten minutes of the silent part 
of the vigil went on, I noticed that the 
opposite occurred. The carnival 
atmosphere of the Common calmed down, 
and the people in the Common turned to 
see what was going on. The noisiness of the 
sidewalks calmed down and many people 
either joined us or took their noisiness 
elsewhere. It was good to see that we could 
have a calming effect.”   - Mary Ann Ryan 

Peace Vigil on August 13 
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Experiencing 
Christ 

Episcopal 
Church in 

Needham: 
 

...happiest 
people with eyes 
and hearts wide 

open… 
 

A reflection from an 
artist who visited Christ 

Church with common 
art on April 30, 2017 

Circle of Hope: Compassion In Action 

Drop-off 
hours: 
 

Monday 
9am-11am 
 
Tuesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 
 
Wednesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 
 
Thursday 
9am-11am 
 
Saturday 
(Sept-June)  
9am-11am 

Circle of Hope was closed in August, but our volunteers still 
found a way to make an impact on the people we serve! 
Our volunteer scheduler, Claudie Eliopoulos, checks the 
Circle of Hope email even when we are closed evenings, 
weekends, and vacations. Last week, she found an email 
from one of our Cambridge partners, On The Rise, which is 
a day program for women who are homeless. Among many 
other things, On The Rise provides a daily shower for 
guests, offering not only a chance to get clean but also an 
opportunity for guests to spend a few treasured moments 
alone. They were urgently in need of towels and asked if 
Circle of Hope could help, despite knowing we were 
closed. Claudie took the request into her own hands, 
gathered the requested number of towels from her home, 
and personally delivered them to On The Rise.  
 
Claudie has not only personally donated to our partner 
shelters before, she also dedicates hours each week to 
helping organize all of our deliveries and volunteer drivers. 
She is a deeply compassionate, committed volunteer and 
we are lucky to have her! 

On The Rise in 
Cambridge 

Circle of Hope 
doors re-open 

with our normal 
hours on 

Wednesday, 
September 6.  

We look forward 
to seeing you all 

then! 

The Black Seed Writers group produces The Pilgrim, a publication of the homeless community of Boston. 
It is published at our Cathedral. See the most recent issue on the coffee table in Upper Parish Hall. 
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Take special note Seniors!  
Save the Date!! 
 

On Sunday, October 22nd immediately following 
the 10am church service, a delicious brunch will 
be served to all seniors in the congregation. It is 
a wonderful time of good food, entertainment 
and fellowship.  
 
 

 
Wednesday Bible Study 2017-2018 
How do we live in a society whose popular values differ significantly from our 
own? 

Can we truly understand the desperation of oppressed people? 

Is there a way to be optimistic? 

 We will explore these questions and our role in a damaged world as we spend the 
year reading The Revelation of John, which is the final book of The Bible.  Often 
thought to be a description of the apocalypse, it can also be read as the voice of 
an oppressed people; a guide for living in a society that holds other values.  
Understanding our place in this world allows for a positive and upbeat approach.  
Join us for discovery and open discussion led by Tracy Rubin.   

You are welcome to purchase a companion commentary.  Two good ones to 
choose from are “Revelation for Everyone” by N.T. Wright, which relates scripture 
to our daily life, or “The Revelation of John”, volumes 1 & 2 by William Barclay, 
which provides lots of historical background.  All are available at Amazon.  

Class will run September 20, 2017 to May 23, 2018. Twice every Wednesday, 
mornings 10am to noon, and evenings 7pm to 8:30pm, your choice.   

For those thinking about joining us for the first time, regular attendance is not 
mandatory.  Please know all are welcome to share in broadening your scriptural 
knowledge, deepening your faith, and experiencing this warm community. 

Weekly Men’s Prayer Group Tuesday 
mornings, 6:30am - 7:15am 
Begins Tuesday, September 12 
 

Come join us in the Memorial Room at 6:30am for a structured but informal 
time of prayer and conversation ending at 7:15am, accompanied by coffee 
and bagels. An opening prayer, conversation about Scripture and our lives, 
an opportunity to connect with one another and God.  
 

Contact Nick with questions at  
nick@ccneedham.org or 781-444-1469, ext. 113 

Tracy Rubin 

tel:(781)%20444-1469
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In addition to our core work of worship and pastoral 
care, the summer was a busy one.  
 

Elsewhere in the Visitor, the reader will see 
coverage of the joy of the Christ Church Float 
experience. We also welcomed the Rev. Scottie 
Miller to the parish as Associate Rector with 
particular responsibility for children, youth and 
families. Already she has made an impact through 
preaching and pastoral care. It is wonderful for me 
to be working again with an experienced, talented 
colleague. We are both going to take Friday as our 
day away from the office, in order to maximize the 
time we have to work together with the office staff. 
Of course, both of us are always reachable in case of 
a pastoral emergency. 
 

In the office, we are moving our computer and data 
operations to the “cloud.” Aging hardware has led 
to frequent crashes and concerns about security. 
The first part of our move has been going smoothly. 
Our accounting/database program is up and 
running and secure in the cloud. The Parish 
Administrator and Controller are greatly appreciate 
of the ease of use. Our system also contains the 
capability for parishioners to log in and maintain 
their own information, as well as to connect with 
other parishioners with whom they do ministry. This 
will be rolled out at a future date. A second phase of 
the transition is currently in progress, which will 
move the rest of our operations to the cloud. 
 

The Worship Team met over the summer and is 
making plans to implement a new “Sundays at Six” 
worship service starting in Epiphany (January), 
2018. This would be a roughly 30-45 minute service 
in the Chapel at 6pm on Sunday evenings during the 
program year. We are assembling a team of 
musicians to help anchor that service, as well as 
working on making it an inviting, distinctive 
Eucharistic experience. Budget impact is unclear at 

this point, but 
implementation will depend 
on the results of the Annual 
Appeal. The Stewardship 
team met over the summer 
and is moving ahead with 
online giving, a new and 
helpful convenience for the 
parish.  
 

Facilities manager Michael 
Beagan has been busy along 
with helper Bob Bell 
attending to physical plant 
issues large and small. Among 
other items, the Lower Parish Hall has been 
recarpeted: entrances have been refreshed with 
new paint, as has our primary sign on Highland 
Avenue; the 100 year old narthex doors in the 
Chapel have been repaired and given handles; and a 
new “kiosk” on wheels in the Upper Parish Hall will 
furnish another way to communicate what is going 
on in the parish. 
 

Finally, I have been asked to head the Needham 
Interfaith Clergy Association and have agreed. 
Historically, the group has met monthly on topics of 
mutual concern, planned community service 
projects as well as worship, and responded as able 
with a theological, ethical and spiritual perspective 
to current events. Among other things, my hope is 
to have the group clarify its purpose(s) so that we 
may more ably model unity within diversity for the 
community, and serve as an effective public witness 
to the deepest life-giving truths and values that 
Needhamites hold in common. 
 

Faithfully, 
Nick+ 

 

Confirmation Classes start again on September 10 at 5:30pm.  
We are looking forward to seeing everyone again and catching up after the summer. We also 
will have class on September 17th and 24th. On October 1st we will meet for a final dinner and 
celebration together. Confirmation is on Saturday, October 7 at 10:30am at St. Andrew's Church 
in Wellesley. Plan to arrive at least a half hour early and know it will take about two hours. It's a 
wonderful celebration that marks this particular chapter in the lives of these wonderful young 
people. The following Sunday, October 8th, the coffee hour after church will be in their honor. 

Emilie and Stanley Hitron 

Emilie: emhitron@gmail.com 
Stan: s.hitron@gmail.com 

MORE NOTES FROM SUMMER 

The Rev. Nicholas 

Morris-Kliment, Rector 
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Our Vision 

Worshiping 
We are a vibrant, growing 
congregation, fed and strengthened 
when we gather in worship. We offer an 
array of worship and learning 
opportunities to reach and inspire 
people of all ages. We seek to deepen 
our Christian faith and live it out every 
day. 
 

Caring 
Christ Church is a caring community. 
We seek to love God and neighbor as 
Jesus teaches. We offer a genuine 
welcome to newcomers and long term 
members alike, and support each other 
through prayer and acts of kindness. 
 

Responding 
We are dedicated to responding to the 
needs of neighbors in our local 
community and region. We also 
actively support national and global 
causes. Newcomer involvement in our 
ministries is encouraged and 
welcomed. 
 

Giving 
Christ Church is a giving community. 
We commit resources to reach out to 
others. We are fiscally responsible and 
give generously in many ways. We 
equip people to serve. 

Longwood Opera to present  
Hansel and Gretel  

 

News from 
the Pews 

Congratulations to Beth (Nickerson) O’Brien for her 
outstanding job coaching the Needham High School Rockets 
Girls Division One Lacrosse team to become the state 
champs this past spring! On top of that amazing 
accomplishment, Beth was named the Boston Globe Division 
One Coach of the Year! This is the second time she has 
received this award. Wow! Beth grew up in Christ Church and 
is the daughter of Isabel Nickerson! Congratulations, Beth!  

Nick spent a week at the end of June as a 
Chaplain at the Barbara C. Harris Camp, where 
he led Bible studies and worship, and offered 
pastoral care to campers and staff. He was 
joined by parishioners Mary Carr and Claire 
Aufferman. Here they pose for a photo on 
Freaky Friday. (Don’t ask!) 

Closing the curtain on its 27th consecutive 
Summer Concert Series, Longwood Opera 
is beginning rehearsals this month for the 
upcoming production of Hansel and Gretel 
by Engelbert Humperdinck. Directed by 
Scott Brumit with musical direction by 
Jeffrey Brody, the opera will be fully 
staged, costumed and performed in English 
in Christ Church’s Fellowship Hall. 
 

Featured in the cast are Grace Allendorf, Karen Amlaw, Margaret 
Felice, Erin Merceruio Nelson, Rosie Osser, Tim Passetto and 
Stanley Wilson. They will be supported by “Angels” from the 
Charles River Ballet Academy and a complement of 
“Gingerbread Children” from the Needham area.  
 

One of the most beloved of all operas, Hansel and Gretel is 
packed with familiar tunes and promises fun for all the family. 
 

Performances are: 
Friday, November 3 @ 7:30pm  
Saturday, November 4 @ 2:30pm  
Sunday, November 5 @ 2:30pm  
 

General admission $23, Seniors $18, Students $15 
Children 10 & under $13.  
 

Tickets for all shows may be purchased at the door with a credit 
card, cash or check, or in advance by sending a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope with payment for the tickets or passes 
desired to: Longwood Opera, 42 Hawthorn Avenue, Needham, 
MA 02492-3806.  

 

Longwood Opera has been selected for the 2017 Best of 
Needham Award in the Opera Company category by the 
Needham Award Program. For more information, visit 
www.longwoodopera.org  
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September 2017 Calendar  
September 3 – Sunday 
9:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 
September 4 – Monday 
Labor Day – office closed 
 
September 5 – Tuesday 
7:00pm Property  Committee 
 
September 7 – Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 
September 9 - Saturday 
8:30am Canoe Trip on the Charles 
 
September 10 – Sunday  
Program Year Begins 
Church School Registration 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:00am Shelter Cooking 
9:30am Childcare 
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
11:30am Share the Joy Parish Cook-Out 
5:30pm Confirmation Class Dinner 
 
September 11 – Monday 
9:00am Staff Meeting 
10:00am Knitting Ministry 
Noon MANNA Lunch 
 
September 12 - Tuesday 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:00pm Finance Committee 
 
September 14 – Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 
September 15-17 Friday-Sunday 
Cuttyhunk Island Men’s Retreat 
 
September 17 – Sunday  
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School Begins  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
11:30am Intercessory Prayer Group 
5:30pm Confirmation Class Dinner 
 
September 18 – Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
 
September 19 – Tuesday 
7:15pm Vestry Meeting 
 
September  20 – Wednesday 
10:00am Morning Bible Study Begins 
12:00 Noonday Prayer 
7:00pm Evening Bible Study Begins 
 
September 21 – Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

September 24 – Sunday  
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
11:30am Organ Committee 
5:30pm Confirmation Class Dinner 
 
September 25 – Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting  
 
September 26 – Tuesday 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 

 
September 27 – Wednesday 
10:00am Bible Study  
12:00 Noonday Prayer 
7:00pm Bible Study  
 
September 28 – Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

 

Dates of note... 
 
Saturday, 9/9/17 
Canoeing trip on the Charles 
(8:30am)  
 
Sunday, 9/10/17 
Program Year Begins! 
Parish Cookout 
Sunday School Sign-up 
Confirmation Class Dinner 
 
Friday-Sunday 
9/15-9/17/17 
Men’s Retreat to Cuttyhunk 
Island 
 
Sunday, 10/1/17 
Blessing of the Animals 
 
Saturday, 10/7/17 
Confirmation Service with 
Bishop Gates at  St. Andrew’s 
in Wellesley (10:30am) 
 
Sunday, 10/15/17 
Annual Appeal Kick-off Day 
 
Saturday, 10/21/17 
Trivia Night (6:30pm) 
 
Sunday, 10/22/17 
Senior Brunch (11:30am) 
 
 

 

Saturday, Oct. 21 at 
6:30pm in Upper Parish 
Hall.  We will have a sign 
up for Pot Luck 
appetizers and 
desserts.  More details in 
the bulletin this fall!  
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The Deadline for the October issue of 
The Visitor is Monday, September 18.  

1132 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 

781- 444-1469 
www.ccneedham.org 

The Visitor is the newsletter for and about 
members and friends of Christ Episcopal 
Church in Needham, MA.  Story ideas, 
written articles and photos with captions 
are encouraged and greatly appreciated. 
All efforts will be made to include 
submissions received on or before the 
deadline date. The Visitor staff reserves the 
right to edit articles when space is limited. 
All submissions, including digital 
photography, should be e-mailed to The 
Visitor editors, Harding Ounanian, Jr. at 
hardingo@verizon.net and Donna Vello at 
donna.vello@gmail.com. To view The 
Visitor in color, visit ccneedham.org and 
click on quick link. 

 

The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector 
nick@ccneedham.org 

 

The Rev. Scottie Miller, Associate Rector 
scottie@ccneedham.org 

 

Pamela Goody, Music Director 
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org 

 
Kathleen Ganz, Parish Administrator 

office@ccneedham.org 
 

Charles W. Raines, Organist 
 

Michael Beagan, Sexton 
facilities@ccneedham.org 

 
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper 

control@ccneedham.org 
 
 

 

Rich Gatto & Joe Leghorn, Wardens 
Duncan Allen, Treasurer 

Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer 
David Carnahan, Clerk 

 

 

Nardin Baker 
Bob Begin 

Kimberly Conrad 
Dusty Hecker 
Stan Hitron 

David Keener 
Tim Lysaght  

Stefano Migliuolo 
Jeff Murphy 
Phil Trussell 
Ellen Volpe 

Linnea Wren 

Welcome Lisa Correnti  
Soprano Section Leader 

Vestry Teams: 
 

Visibility Team:  
Nardin Baker, Dave Carnahan, Rich Gatto,  
Tim Lysaght, Stefano Migliuolo 
 

Elder Care Team: 
Dusty Hecker, Stan Hitron, Joe Leghorn, Ellen Volpe, 
Linnea Wren 
 

Stewardship Team: 
Bob Begin, Kim Conrad, Nick Morris-Kliment,  
Jeff Murphy, Phil Trussell 

Greetings to all at Christ Church. My name is Lisa Correnti. I am an Ital-
ian-American and as the story goes, my father would stand me up on 
top of tables to sing for all my relatives and neighbors when I was age 
two! And I would sing in Italian! I don’t remember this, nor do I speak 
much Italian now, but let’s just say, music has been in my life and in 
my blood for all of my being. 
 

I live with my husband, Jay, in Arlington with a cream-colored Golden 
Retriever named Tuukka (and if you are a hockey fan you will recog-
nize that name), and also a short haired black and white “tuxedo” cat 
named Loretta. My son is off making his career with the U.S. Air Force 
and as I write this he is stationed in Kuwait. To that end, my reciting of 
the 91st psalm is daily. I am proud of him, and support him in all he 
needs to do and watch from afar has he continues to grow into a fine 
man. He is my only child.  
 

In my day to day life I am an early childhood professional and for the 
past 14 years I have worked with the Head Start program in Boston. I 
have been a teacher, supervisor, and an education director.  This fall I 
will be moving my job to the North Shore and will take on the respon-
sibility as the program administrator of an entire Head Start program 
located in Gloucester. This will certainly keep me very busy and very 
involved with serving children and families in need. But music is never 
far from me. 
 

Throughout my life I have worked with choral 
groups, musical theater groups, several church 
choirs, and I was the organizer and director of a 
women’s a cappella group called “Purely Vo-
cals” with the Braintree Choral Society.  Cur-
rently I am a featured soloist and active mem-
ber of the Boston Bel Canto Opera Company in 
greater Boston.   
 

I am delighted for this opportunity to be part of 
your church community and I look forward to 
meeting, sharing, worshipping, and singing 
with you!      Blessings to all,  
  Lisa Correnti Lisa Correnti  


