January 2018—Epiphanytide

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I write with great gratitude for this parish as we celebrated a
joyous Christmas. The mystery of the Word made flesh, of God
with us, was apparent not only in our glorious Christmas worship
– wherein we love God; but also in acts of loving service –
wherein we love our neighbor. Please peruse the contents of this
Visitor for examples of both. Thanks be to God for the many kind,
generous, and faithful hands that made all of this possible.

The Rev. Nicholas
Morris-Kliment, Rector

8:15am (Chapel)
10:00am
(Main Sanctuary)
5:30pm (Chapel)
Simple Sunday
Service...Come as

you are...go in peace.

We have moved from Christmastide, during which we celebrate the birth of Jesus,
to the season of Epiphany, during which the church emphasizes the spread of the
message of Jesus. How will Christ Church continue to live out our mission to love
God and neighbor as Jesus teaches?
We are in an exciting time as a parish. We now have a full complement of clergy in
place, as well as an excellent staff. New initiatives are taking shape, including a
third worship service on Sundays (5:30pm in the Chapel), as well as ministries
with newcomers/fellowship, ministries focused on the particular needs of women
and men, and reinvigorated ministry to Haiti. We have a slate of capable Vestry
people ready to serve. We wait on the Spirit (in conjunction with recruitment
efforts) to bring forth the Warden leadership we seek. Our outgoing Wardens write
beautifully in this Visitor about the rewarding opportunities of serving the parish
in this way. I am deeply appreciative of the service of Joe and Rich to this parish; it
has been a privilege to work with them.
Please join me for worship at 10am, and then the Annual Meeting on Sunday,
January 28. Together we will give thanks for the past year, and look ahead with
joy to where God is calling us.
Faithfully yours,
Nick+

Note:
Annual Meeting will held after worship at 10:00am on
Sunday, January 28. Childcare will be provided during
the service and throughout Annual Meeting so that all
may attend. The Youth Group will prepare and serve
lunch at the meeting to raise funds for their April
mission trip. Suggested donations of $10/person or
$20/family are greatly appreciated.



There will be no 8:15am
Eucharist.



Simple Sunday Service at 5:30pm
in the chapel will take place.
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,
This is our last column as your Wardens, with Joe having served five of the past six years
and Rich completing his recent two-year term. We are grateful for the help and support of
so many parishioners during these times, and we are greatly encouraged by the positive
direction that our beloved Parish is heading. Christ Church is an amazing and loving
community!
At this writing, Christ Church is still seeking candidates to become the new Wardens. Any
person who is a current or former Vestry person is eligible, as well as any current or
former Parish officers such as Treasurer or Clerk. Along with Nick and members of the
current Elections Committee, we have asked many of you to consider this ministry for
Christ Church. We have many, many capable parishioners who are eligible, and we pray
that the Holy Spirit will move two of you to answer this call.
Our Rector Nick and Associate Scottie are inspiring leaders for our Parish family, and they
deserve and need to be supported by a new leadership team that can uphold them in
their work. The Wardens’ role includes some very routine jobs (signing checks) and some
very regular responsibilities (helping plan monthly Vestry agenda.) They also offer advice
and counsel, and sometimes a “view from the pews” point of view, that can help Clergy
and Vestry lead effectively. The commitment is more of the heart and soul than time.
We are from a time cast by leaders who said, “Some men see things as they are and say,
why; I dream things that never were and say, why not.” And, we accomplished much, and
continue to do so. We can all find a reason to say, “Why,” now is the time to say “Why
not?” Let the Spirit flow and step forward and up.
We are writing today as Epiphany is upon us and Christmastide is ending. What a blessed
season this has been, capping of a year of many new blessings and newly revealed
possibilities. Prominent among these has been the presence of many new young families
attending Christ Church, a wonderful complement to our faithful veterans. This brings us
renewed joy and hope for the New Year, and we wish to extend our very best wishes to
everyone in the months ahead. We have enjoyed our service and are better for it. While
you may give, you get much more in return.
With gratitude and true love,
Rich and Joe

Dear Christ Church Family,

Joe Leghorn,
Warden

Rich Gatto,
Warden

Moretz, guitar will be joining us.
It is always a pleasure to hear this
Advent/Christmas season was filled with glorious music. duo.
Thank you to all who made it possible. The choir has
some exciting music yet to come. Here are some of the Looking ahead:
March 11, 2018, 3pm:
upcoming events for you to enjoy:
Fauré “Requiem” A Lenten
January 14, 10am: Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday
offering; Christ Church Choir will
Join us as we sing songs of praise and thanks. Featured: be joined by choirs of St. Paul’s,
“Lift Every Voice and Sing” and “Amazing Grace.”
Dedham and Congregational
Offertory Hymn: “It’s me, it’s me, it’s me, oh Lord,” will Church, Needham. Rivers
be sung by all. Guest organist, Laura Hargrove, will be
Symphony Orchestra, under the
accompanying at the piano.
Pam Goody,
direction of David Tierney, will
Music
Director
accompany
the
singers
in
this
January 21, 10am:
spectacular
work.
Please
mark
Choir’s anthem will be “Mary, Did You Know?” arranged
your calendars. (If you would like to sing with the choir to
by Mary McDonald. This is a favorite of the choir and
be a part of this musical venture, please contact me for
congregation alike.
details.)
January 28, 10am: Annual Meeting Sunday
Wishing you all peace in the new year!
Guest musicians Bruce Goody, flute and Jonathan
Pam
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CHRISTIAN LEARNING AND FORMATION FOR ALL AGES
As we begin the new year, we are also beginning the season of
Epiphany. Many of you may know about our Christian Formation
offerings, but with the new year and the Epiphany focus on mission, it
seems a good time to give a brief recap and update of Christian
Formation for our younger Christ Church members. All are welcome to
join us! Please be in touch with Rev. Scottie for more information or to
answer your questions. (scottie@ccneedham.org or 781-444-1469)
In the fall and early winter, we have regularly had fifteen children and
several parents attend Children’s Chapel. In Children’s Chapel the kids
are learning about the church calendar and our liturgy, and each week
engage in a Bible story or explore the sacraments through the Godly
Play curriculum, a Montessori-style way of learning. Leaders ask openended questions and explore topics such as the parables or other Bible
stories, or topics such as Eucharist and Baptism. The children are then
invited to engage in “works”— activities in which they can draw or
paint, do a craft, or re-tell the story they just heard using the Godly Play
materials. Our youngest parishioners know a lot about the church
calendar and liturgy, and are continuing to learn about scripture and
the sacraments.
Our “Middlers” (grades 3-5) and middle school students (grades 5-8)
are using curricula that allows them to learn stories from the Bible and
then apply scripture to their lives. Younger Church School students
often have a snack (my favorite was a Sunday in which the “middler”
class was invited to eat “locusts”—that is, popcorn—like John the
Baptist!) and do an art project. Older kids have talked about topics
such as the practice of prayer, and how to live out scriptural teachings
in the real world.
The high school youth group is exploring a service project/mission trip
over the April school vacation week. We have about ten regular
participants. The young people love the idea of a hands on project that
will enable them to make a difference. We are looking to organizations
that can allow us to do construction or clean up work, most likely in the
Houston area. They will also be doing smaller projects to serve the
parish and also to raise money for their trip. In addition to the monthly
meetings to plan the service trip, we are adding another meeting that
will focus just on fun and group building. We meet the first and third
Sundays of the month from 5:30pm until 7:30pm. With the new,
evening service, we begin with church together, and then move on to a
shared meal and our meeting. During the third Sunday meeting, we
will have a chance to check in with one another and to have fun!

January 14:

Celebration of Dr.
Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s Birthday.
While we will not
have church school
or chapel, we will
be singing some
special music and celebrating Dr.
King. We will have nursery care,
but children will be with their
parents during the Eucharist.

January 21: Youth Group
Meets following the 5:30pm
worship service.

January 22: Youth Group-

Sponsored Fundraiser. Come take
a spin class with members of the
youth group. Tickets are on sale
now, and are $20. If you don’t
want to spin, but you would like to
help the youth group raise money,
donations are most welcome. On
Monday, January 22nd, we will
offer a special Christ Church Spin
Class—approximately an hour of
fun, challenging cardio training—
for folks who would like to get
some great exercise with Christ
Church friends, all while helping
the youth group. (See page 5 for
more information.) You can buy a
ticket from any young person or
see Rev. Scottie for more
information.
Peace and blessings for a
wonderful Epiphany and most
happy 2018!

Come experience rich conversation with other men from the church. The group will be
reading selected chapters from Fr. Richard Rohr's book: From Wild Man to Wise Man:
Reflections on Male Spirituality (on-line readers of the Visitor can Listen here as Richard
Rohr is interviewed on Krista Tippett's radio program "On Being”)
The book looks at Christianity with a fresh lens and covers topics such as money,
fatherhood, sexuality, addiction and many other important issues. Conversation will be
facilitated by John Carr, a parishioner who is a therapist in private practice in Boston
specializing in working with men/fathers, healthcare providers and millennials on
parenting, anger and spiritual issues. You need not have been part of the first group to
jump in here. Feel free to email John if you have questions at johncarr268@gmail.com.
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~ Scottie

Meets the following
Sunday evenings from
6:30pm – 8pm at the
Church.
January 21
February 11
February 25
March 11
March 18
April 8

The new confirmation class is off to a great start. Myra Anderson and Nardin Baker have instructed
them all in being acolytes and crucifers, so look for some new faces helping with the worship service.
Emilie and Stan Hitron are leading classes for the kids; Nick is leading classes for parents.
The group will participate in City Reach the beginning of February. This is a program run by Common
Cathedral, where our students spend an evening with the homeless community in Boston. They will be
collecting items to share with our homeless
brothers and sisters. Please see the list of what
they will need. You will find a collection box in
the Upper Parish Hall for your donations. Please
share this opportunity to donate with friends
and family.
Please deliver your donations by:

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9th at 4PM!

•

Please DO NOT bring children’s clothes, dress clothes, slippers,
bathrobes, pajamas or out-of-season clothing.
Think about what you would wear camping or hiking (i.e. comfortable &
rugged clothing). Also, we will have about five-times the number of male
guests as female guests, so about 80% of what you bring should be for
men or unisex. Large sizes (XL, XXL, and XXXL) are very much in demand,
as are hooded sweatshirts and sweat pants.
USED CLOTHING, including:
• Nylon jackets and pants, ponchos, and raincoats in Spring & Fall
• Warm coats in Winter
• Sweat shirts and sweat pants (especially hooded sweatshirts)
• Sweaters
• T-shirts
• Long-sleeve shirts
• Jeans, khakis and other casual pants (80% for men)
• Waterproof boots, comfortable shoes,
and sneakers
• Hats, waterproof gloves, coats
• Belts

•

•
•

•

All kinds of carrying cases such
as backpacks, tote bags, fanny
packs, small suitcases with
wheels (used and in good condition). Backpacks are in special
demand.
Travel-size toiletries such as
soap, shampoo, deodorant, lotion, Chapstick, toothpaste, and
shaving cream in small sizes, as
well as tooth brushes and disposable razors, and tampons
(no aftershave or mouthwash
containing alcohol).
New white socks (there can never be too many of these). Please
do not bring old socks
New underwear (again, there
can never be too many and be
sure to bring 80% of the underwear for men). Please do not
bring old underwear.
Sleeping bags & blankets (clean
and in good condition)
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 2018
The Sunday School classes will be making Valentine's Day cards and care packages for all of our
college students and those in the military on January 28 from 9:30am-10:30am in Upper Parish Hall. You can
help by making a monetary donation (please drop off a check or cash at the office marked Valentine's Day
Care Packages, through the end of January) or by bringing in baked goods (individually bagged/wrapped in
two-three pieces each) or store-bought treats (gum, mints, candy, chocolate, small cans of pringles, bags of
popcorn, pretzels) by 10am on January 28 (or leave items in the office earlier that week).
Parents: Please send your college student's address to
Kim Rutherford at K-rutherford@ti.comor 781-461-1361
MONDAY, JANUARY 22
Come and join the Christ Church youth group on Monday, January 22, from 7:15 - 8pm at CycleBar at 386
Washington Street in Wellesley, to help raise funds for the April mission trip. This 45-minute cycling class is
designed for participants of all levels. No experience is required; just come and have fun! The cost is $20 per
bike. Contact Bob Keener at bobknr@gmail.com with questions. Thanks in advance for your support! You
may also sign up through this link: http://wellesley.cyclebar.com/apps/mindbody/classes/340
The MANNA leadership group at the Cathedral in Boston has asked Christ Church to run a
fund-raising drive to purchase Mylar blankets for the homeless community we serve at the
Monday Lunch Program at the Cathedral. The cost of the blankets is only about 80¢ each, so a
little money goes a long way! To donate, please see Debby Rempis at coffee hour, or send a check in to the
church office. Please make checks out to Christ Church and put MANNA Blanket Drive on the memo line.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2018
Plan to join the men of Christ Church at 6:30pm on January 18
for our first fellowship dinner of 2018! (Details on local
restaurant to follow.) This is an informal meeting, held on the
third Thursday of each month, for the men of Christ Church to
break bread and foster relationships. Please RSVP by Tuesday,
January 16 to Mike Niden at 781-801-2151 or
Michaelniden@comcast.net so we can let the restaurant know
the count (we'll know where we're meeting before then!).

On Sunday, January 7th, the 1st “Simple” Sunday
Worship Service was held in the Chapel. The
service was well attended with many in
attendance expressing their enjoyment of the
service, and that it works well for their schedules.
Steve Sussman played piano while Myra Anderson
served at the altar alongside Nick. Nick noted that
all the “jobs” are open to one and all. If you would
like to participate in any way (serving on the altar,
greeting, reading, etc.) please be in touch with
Nick. This new forty-minute service will be held
each Sunday in addition to the morning services.
Come as you are...go in peace.

Welcome - Scripture - Hymns
Homily - Prayers - Communion

“The 5:30pm Sunday evening service was very nice. I
love the intimacy of a chapel service but with hymns.
The service was described in previous Visitors as a
Simple Sunday Service and I think that was a good
way of putting it. Simple but meaningful and a great
way to start the week. I’m glad I went.” ~ Ingrid Melvin
“Sunday’s afternoon ‘Simple Sunday’ service was the
perfect way to enter the new week, recharged and
refreshed. Both the chapel and the service were warm
and inviting for the 30 people that gathered to share
in the joy. The great acoustics of the chapel, coupled
with Steve Sussman’s piano playing, made for a
beautiful pairing with Nick’s gentle yet engaging
sermon. Jack (13 years old), told us at the end of the
service he would give it a Trip Advisors rating of 5! ”
~ The Carnahan Family
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Christmas at Christ Church was a time of beauty and joy! Scottie led
the children at the 4pm service and pageant. Cole Lysaght is
pictured passing the light of Christ at the 9pm service following the
peaceful playing and singing of the Carols just prior.
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Thank you for
your donations
and for your
love shown to
the recipients
of the Giving
Tree!
The Giving Tree organizing team
included (l-r) Lizzie Murphy, Harding
Ounanian, Jr. and Christian Kence.

The gifts were delivered to Shepherd House in Dorchester by Alyssa
Kence, Jacque Murphy, Barbara Jones and Donna Vello. We are always
greeted with smiles from the directors of the program for the women
(White winter care bags) and children we provide gifts for.

Thank You for Supporting the St.
Nicholas Boot Drive!

The St. Nicholas Boot Drive was another great success!
Church members donated dozens of pairs of new winter
boots for homeless children. Donors continued dropping off
donations even after the drive had ended, giving more boots
than ever before. The boots were delivered to Circle of Hope
and given to homeless children living in Boston-area
shelters within a week. Thank you so much to the
Chiappinelli family for organizing the drive for the fifth year
in a row, and to everyone who donated boots to keep
homeless kids warm and healthy!
Children of Christ Church wheeling the cart full of
donated boots down the aisle to be blessed.

A Message from the MANNA Clothing Ministry

Thank you very much to everyone who donated money to buy winter basics for the homeless guests at the
Cathedral’s Monday Lunch. Just before Christmas, we gave every guest a set of long underwear, a pair of
thermal gloves and a warm winter hat in addition to clothing, toiletries, socks and any other need we could
fill from the many generous donations you’ve also left in the box in Upper Parish Hall. The cold weather was
just setting in and your gifts provided relief and hope to some very vulnerable people.
Family and personal business are taking me away from New England for most of this winter (just in time…??),
so collections for MANNA’s Clothing Ministry will go on hiatus until further notice.
PLEASE GIVE WARM CLOTHING DONATIONS TO THE CONFIRMATION CLASS COLLECTING FOR CITYREACH
AND TO CIRCLE OF HOPE! Circle of Hope has been a big help in this ministry with their clothing donations,
and they can direct donations to the other clothing services downtown that serve homeless people living on
the street. MANNA leadership is providing all of the guests with a list of those services, including St. Francis
House just down the street from the Cathedral, a regular recipient of Circle of Hope donations.
Another local ministry that serves the homeless around the Common is Generic Ministry http://
genericministry.org, if you are interested in volunteering over the winter!

Thank you all for your support, and may God bless you and keep you this winter
and always. With love and gratitude, Myra Anderson
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January 1 - Monday
Happy New Year! – office closed
January 2 – Tuesday
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
7:00pm Property Committee
January 3 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
4:00pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study
January 4 – Thursday
4:00pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
January 7 – Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
9:00am Shelter Cooking
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Epiphany Lessons & Carols
5:30pm Simple Sunday Evening Worship
5:30pm Confirmation Class
January 8 – Monday
9:30am Staff Meeting (offsite)
MANNA Lunch-Cathedral
4:00pm Study Buddies
January 9 – Tuesday
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
7:00pm Finance Meeting
January 10 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
4:00pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study
January 11 – Thursday
4:00pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
January 14 – Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
(No Church School-Childcare provided)
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30pm Simple Sunday Evening Worship
January 15 – Monday
Martin Luther King Day - office closed
January 16 – Tuesday
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
7:15pm Vestry Meeting
January 17 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
4:00pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study
January 18 – Thursday
4:00pm Study Buddies
6:30pm Men’s Fellowship Dinner
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

Solar Update:

January 21 – Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:30am Intercessory Prayer Group
5:30pm Simple Sunday Evening Worship
5:30pm Confirmation Class
5:30pm Youth Group
January 22 – Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:00pm Study Buddies
7:15pm Youth Group Fundraiser:
Cyclebar in Wellesley (see page 5)
January 23 – Tuesday
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
January 24 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
4:00pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study
January 25 – Thursday
4:00pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
January 28 – Sunday
Annual Meeting – one service
9:45 Childcare (through Annual Meeting)
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II

11:30am Annual Meeting

5:30pm Simple Sunday Evening Worship
5:30pm Confirmation Class
January 29 – Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:00pm Study Buddies
January 30 – Tuesday
6:30am Men’s Prayer Group
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
7:30pm Vergers/Subdeacons Meeting
January 31 – Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
4:00pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study

1132 Highland Avenue
Needham, MA 02494
781- 444-1469
www.ccneedham.org
The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector
nick@ccneedham.org
The Rev. Scottie Miller, Associate Rector
scottie@ccneedham.org
Pamela Goody, Music Director
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org

Kathleen Ganz, Parish Administrator
office@ccneedham.org
Charles W. Raines, Organist
Michael Beagan, Sexton
facilities@ccneedham.org
Maryann Badejo, Bookkeeper
control@ccneedham.org
Geralda Jean, Sunday Childcare Provider
Rich Gatto & Joe Leghorn, Wardens
Duncan Allen, Treasurer
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer
David Carnahan, Clerk
Nardin Baker
Bob Begin
Kimberly Conrad
Dusty Hecker
Stan Hitron
David Keener
Tim Lysaght
Stefano Migliuolo
Jeff Murphy
Phil Trussell
Ellen Volpe
Linnea Wren

Resources for Addressing
Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence Domestic Violence
Resources for Gun Safety

www.bradycampaign.org
Moms Demand Action
https://momsdemandaction.org/
Everytown for Gun Safety
https://everytown.org/

It may be hard to believe that the solar panels are
generating energy in this cold weather, but the sun
is still shining! The solar system continues to
generate savings for the Church and carbon-free
energy for our power needs. In 2017, the system
generated about 51,177 KwH of electricity, which is
the equivalent of about 30 barrels of oil. This
saved the Church about $3,062.

Jane Doe
www.janedoe.org
REACH
https://reachma.org
Safe Havens

http://www.interfaithpartners.org

B-Safe Funding

Due to unanticipated budget cuts at the Diocese, B-Safe is
losing $25,000 from its budget for 2018. Christ Church is
sending a check for $2,000 from the B-Safe Fund that has
accrued from the generosity of parishioners over the past
number of years from B-Safe coffee hours and other
solicitations. Thank you to all who have supported this lifegiving program. Checks can be sent directly to St. Stephen’s
Youth Programs 419 Shawmut Avenue Boston MA 02118
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