NOVEMBER 2016

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ,
In their message below, our wardens state so beautifully the good news that God has
given us a vibrant, caring community. From this strong foundation we reach out in love to
a world that so desperately needs it. We are blessed to be a blessing.

The Rev. Nicholas
Morris-Kliment, Rector

One of the ways we can continue to be a blessing is to make a financial pledge to the
2017 Annual Appeal: Living Generously. The generosity of your pledges and gifts supports
the mission of Christ Church to love God and neighbor as Jesus teaches, by funding staff
salaries and benefits; mission and outreach; worship; pastoral care and fellowship;
Christian formation; and the lighting, cooling, heating, and ongoing upkeep of our
wonderful building and grounds. We are especially challenged to support a second, fulltime clergy person and to keep our building and grounds in a state of good repair. Thank
you for your prayerful and generous response.
I write also with good news about developments I believe help us to continue to reach
out in God ‘s love in the short term and long term.

(Continued on page two)

We offer a simple message of thanksgiving for
the loving, caring and vibrant community
that is Christ Church. For all the members,
long time and just arrived, the faithful givers
and pledgers, the scores of dedicated
volunteers, the singers and musicians, the
cooks, the artists, the teachers, the leaders,
the readers, cleaners, preachers, students,
children and elders, we are thankful both for
who you are and all that you do.
This November brings our national, state and
local elections, hopefully all will have a
chance to participate through voting. The
tone of this election year has been
particularly rancorous. We all can play a role
in rebuilding a respectful atmosphere where
we listen to each other and appreciate our
freedom to have differing opinions.
Embracing our differences can truly lead to
closer and more meaningful relationships
with God and with our neighbors.

From the Book of Common Prayer
come these words:
O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank
you for the wonderful diversity of races and cultures in
this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of
fellowship, and show us your presence in those who
differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is
made perfect in our love for all your children; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
With thanksgiving,
Liz and Rich
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Liz Dennett,
Warden

Rich Gatto,
Warden

Beginning December 1, The Rev. Jennifer Beal will join the staff as a part-time
interim Associate Rector as we continue the search for a suitable, permanent
assistant clergy person. I have known Jennifer for a number of years, first as the
daughter of parishioners I served at Trinity Church in Concord, and then as the
mother of a daughter at Concord Academy, where my wife taught for nearly a
decade. She is a seasoned priest with wide and varied experience, and a person
of warmth and deep faith. She brings gifts for pastoral care, preaching and
presiding to the congregation, and will be a collegial support to the staff and me,
as well. Most recently, she served as bridge priest down the road at St. Dunstan’s
in Dover. Her first Sunday with us will be December 11; she will continue with us
until May 31, 2017.
In addition, I have appointed Phil Trussell to lead a task force to research and
report on the ways Christ Church can best use the vacant lot at 61 Rosemary
Street to support our mission. In consultation with the Wardens and me, Phil has
asked Phil Bergen, Rich Gatto, Bob Bell, and Lisa Mancino to serve on the task
force. Any long-term foundation for strong and effective congregational mission
going forward needs to take into account the appropriate disposition of this
valuable asset. I have asked the Task Force to be as creative and thorough as it
can be, and to make a progress report to the Vestry at our December meeting.
The timetable for Vestry action will depend greatly on the nature of the findings.
I am grateful to Phil and the Task Force for their service in this important work;
please pray for them.

They rise in the
darkness as a light
for the upright;
they are
gracious, merciful,
and righteous.
It is well with those
who deal
generously and
lend,
who conduct
their affairs with
justice.
Psalm 112

Pledge cards are
available in the
Upper Parish Hall,
in the hallway
outside the main
church, and in
front of the office
windows.

Please do not hesitate
to be in touch with the
Wardens or me about
either of these
developments or
anything else.
I am grateful to be
serving among you.
Faithfully yours,
Nick+

As Psalm 112 tells us, generous living is much more than what we do with our money.
We each are called to love God and neighbor as Jesus teaches. At Christ Church we
seek to do this in all that we do—by worshiping, caring, responding, giving.
In the Annual Appeal we seek to raise the funds that enable us to do that as generously
as possible, in the compensation of the staff who support our mission, in the materials
necessary to carry out that mission, and in the proper upkeep of the building that we
generously offer to the community.
By now you should have received a letter and other materials to help you prayerfully
consider your pledge to the church for the year 2017. The Living Generously
ingathering, will take place on Sunday, November 20. If you will not be in church that
Sunday, please feel free to mail or drop off your pledge card to the church office.
If you have not received your pledge package, or have any questions about the pledge
process, please contact a member of the Stewardship Team.
Thank you for your generosity!

Your
Stewardship
Team:

Duncan Allen
d2allen@ibigroup.com

Craig Conrad
ecraig38@aol.com

Myra Anderson
myra.anderson@comcast.net

Duff Lingard
william.lingard@citizensbank.com

Lyman Bullard
lbullard@choate.com
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Dear Christ Church Family,
November is upon us. There are so many happenings in our church and in our lives.
Liturgically, Christ the King Sunday is November 20 and Advent I occurs the very next
Sunday on the 27th. Of November? Yes! This is when our personal lives become
chaotic. Our primary thoughts center around: Christmas is coming! Holiday parties,
lunches with friends, cards to mail, presents to buy for loved ones, and the lists go on.
There are so many things we must do before THE BIG DAY… CHRISTMAS! My nerves are
getting frayed just thinking about it.
Before we get all fired up, let’s take a different approach this year. Let’s see if we can
find the true meaning of Advent and save our sanity at the same time. “Throughout
history, the Church kept Advent as a season of great solemnity—a time in which to
meditate upon the ultimate issues of death, judgment, hell and heaven. Advent, though,
was also a time of great rejoicing, for Christ would come, not only as Judge, but also as
Savior, and would usher in the Kingdom of God. Advent, therefore, provided a vivid
preparation for Christmas.” (Quote from ‘St. James Music Press’)
Christ Church will look at the multi-faceted Advent season keeping its original intent in
mind. Our thinking will be “inward” rather than “outward.” The music at services will
reflect this as the choir’s anthems go from darkness to light, preparing us for the birth of
Jesus. The choir will chant the Psalms and the congregation will sing beautiful
antiphons in a call-and-response style. It will be lovely and calming for our souls. If, at
church services, we approach Advent in this introspective, thoughtful way, it just may
spill over into our personal lives outside a worship service.

Pam Goody,
Music Director

Think about the Advent season and how to prioritize what is meaningful for you. What
do you need to do to make preparations simple, easy and stress-free (or less stressful
than other years)? Suggestion: Take time to breathe. Breathe in any positive, thankful,
joyful thoughts. Exhale any negative, stressful thoughts. Upon waking, take quiet time
for yourself before the “to do” list starts formulating in your mind. Be grateful for the
gift of being alive one more day.
My next suggestion: Hum, whistle, sing! Music is a gift. Music makes the day brighter!
As the days get darker, we need our personal light to shine from within. Isn’t that the
Advent message? From darkness to light.
Peace,
Pam

Sunday, November 27

4:00pm: “Evensong at Christ Church”
Please join us as we celebrate a traditional Anglican Evensong in the Chapel.
This Advent season, we turn our attention inwardly as we prepare ourselves
for the hectic season ahead. Evensong in the Chapel includes prayers, psalms
and choral songs. Set aside this time for “you” to quiet the mind and gladden
the heart. Experience peace in the candlelit Chapel at Christ Church. Please
invite friends and family to this special service. For information, contact the
church office at 781-444-1469.
Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve Services
4:00pm: Family Service/Christmas Pageant in the Sanctuary
8:30pm: Congregation Carol Singing in the Sanctuary
9:00pm: Choral Eucharist Service in the Sanctuary
(note earlier second service time!)

Sunday, December 25
9:00am Christmas Day Service in Chapel
Sunday, January 08, 2017
10:00am: Epiphany Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary
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Dear Parishioners of Christ Church,
Forget the muddled national elections for a moment and think
about the important nominations and elections for our Church.
Your Elections Committee is composed of Sue Conrad, Joe Barr,
Kathryn Mortimer, Liz Dennett and Alan West.
We need to nominate a Warden for a 2 year term, 4 Vestry members
for 3 year terms, 1 Vestry person for a 2 year term, Clerk for 1 year,
and 2 Delegates each to the Diocesan Convention and the Charles
River Deanery.
The following are ineligible for Vestry for 2017, as they will be
completing their current terms at the upcoming Annual Meeting:
Myra Anderson, Liz Dennett, Lee Eichelberger, Brian Horrigan and
Ellie Wainwright. We thank them for their service.
The Vestry is a Christian learning and leadership community of 12
parishioners (plus 4 officers) wishing to work collaboratively with
the Rector, clergy and staff in building and carrying out a vision for
the Parish and to grow in faith; a group called to connect with
members of the parish as visible leaders and shepherds; a team
interested in offering leadership for the various ministries of the
congregation; a body attending to the business affairs and property
concerns of the parish. Vestry members are expected to serve 3-year
terms; attend monthly Vestry meetings (the 3rd Tuesday of each
month, except for July or August); attend the Vestry retreat in
February; be active in at least one ministry in the parish, and engage
in other preparatory and leadership activities as needed.
A Warden’s duties include the same duties as the Vestry and also
meets regularly with the Rector to shape Vestry vision and agenda,
to offer advise and counsel on parish affairs, and to attend to parish
business as it arises. There are 2 Wardens who serve staggered, 2year terms.

The upcoming season of Advent, a
time of watchful anticipation and
preparation, arrives on Sunday
November 27. We celebrate the
coming of Christ in his Incarnation,
and look ahead to his final advent as
judge at the end of time.
What can we expect at Christ Church
Needham this Advent? Look for our
Advent Wreath to play a key role in
our shared liturgy. With its four
candles -- three purple and one pink -the wreath helps us prepare for the
coming of Christ. We will light our new
candle each week after the
Communion and share a special
prayer during the lighting. The
prayers for each successive Sunday
reflect on the partriarchs, the
prophets, John the Baptist and the
Virgin Mary.
In Advent, the readings and prayers
direct us to contemplate Christ's
birth, and also challenge us to
consider the theme of God as judge.
We have an opportunity this Advent at
Christ Church to hit "pause" on the
cultural commercialization of
Christmas, and turn toward the
advent candles that burn in quiet
anticipation of his coming.

The Clerk attends Vestry and Annual meetings, and records, edits
and distributes meeting minutes. Serves a 1-year term.
Delegates to Deanery and Diocesan Convention: attends Diocesan
Convention the first Saturday in November, as well as a preparatory
pre-Convention briefing, then report back to parish; attend
meetings of Charles River Deanery, and report back to the parish.
Serves 1-year term.
Please give thoughtful consideration when you nominate
someone. We are only as strong as our leadership. It often takes a
bit of gentle persuasion and more than one conversation. Make sure
the person you have in mind is willing. Nick, along with members of
the committee can help in this.
The Annual Meeting is on January 29, 2017. It’s time to start
now. We look forward to your help.
Sincerely,
the Elections Committee
Sue, Joe, Kathryn, Liz & Alan
Page 4 / The Visitor / November 2016

They’re Confirmed! Our newest
confirmed members of the Christ Church
community pose with Bishop Gayle
Harris at the crossing in the beautiful
Gothic church of All Saints in Brookline
after the joyful ceremony on October 15.
From left to right: Annie Windhorst,
Charlie Volpe, Brian Melvin, Bishop
Harris, Connor O’Brien, Jenna Sterling,
and Mikey Antaya (Hand with cell phone
in lower left, Unknown) Bishop Harris’s
message to our young people: “No matter
what, always remember, God loves you!”
Photo, Tracey Antaya

2016-2017 Confirmation Class Meeting—For all current
8th Grade Students and Parents
On December 4 at 5:30pm, parents of current 8th graders and the 8th

graders themselves are invited to a kick-off Confirmation Meeting to
begin the confirmation program for 2016-2017. If you have questions or
are unable to attend, please be in touch with Stan and Emilie. Meeting
will be held in the Memorial Room at the church.
Stan Hitron: s.hitron@gmail.com or 617-838-0070
Emilie Hitron: emhitron@gmail.com or 617-820-1184

With the desire for the community to gain more knowledge about addiction and the crisis
we are experiencing with opiate use, Christ Church hosted a short 45-minute play called
Four Legs to Stand On. The play, written by Ana Bess Moyer Bell of Creating Outreach
About Addiction Support Together (C.O.A.A.S.T.), illuminates the effect that addiction has
on family dynamics, and sheds light on the sometimes-notion that people can and
should just "stop" doing whatever drugs they are doing without help. We learned that
there may be no easy solution to the problem of drug addiction, but that we can be there
to provide support to those suffering with this disease. Watching the play brought a tidal
wave of emotions for those in the audience that have helped a family member deal with an addiction.
No one can heal from addiction without the support of substance abuse professionals and from family and
friends. If you, or someone you know, is struggling with this disease, help is available right here at Christ
Church. Please be in touch with Nick if ever you have a need. Reach out! Talk to people. Carol Read, of the
Needham Public Health Department, and program director at Needham Coalition for Youth Substance Abuse
Prevention, can be contacted for guidance and information about substance abuse programs. She can be
reached at 781-455-7500 ext. 259.
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Michael Beagan’s thoughtful tribute to his “sexton assistants” in last month’s Visitor has gotten
more of us thinking about other unsung heroes who contribute tirelessly and generously to Christ
Church parish life, often in unseen ways.
With that in mind, I would like to offer three cheers for three ladies who come into the office week
after week, month after month, throughout the year: Linda Bloom, Betty Canning, and Marcia
White—our Holy Folders (they named themselves years ago, and no title was ever more apt!).
Each Sunday as you open the bulletin that guides you through the
service and Bible readings, tells you about those we’re praying
for, and alerts you to ongoing activities and upcoming events,
know that dedicated hands put your individual copy together.
With good humor and great care, Linda, Marcia, and Betty gather
around the conference table in Upper Parish Hall each Friday
morning to assemble all of the pieces of our Sunday bulletin
handouts (and also to handle without complaint any other lastminute projects I might surprise them with).
The work is busy and the banter is friendly, so much so that they
sometimes attract a helper or two passing through Upper Parish
Hall and drawn to the activity (hello there and thank you too, Liz
Dennett and Patty Smith!). And word has it the three decamp to a
nearby restaurant or coffee shop after their work is done, to
continue the camaraderie!

Linda Bloom, Betty Canning, and Marcia White—
our Holy Folders

Next time you see them, please thank these ladies for their work as unsung heroes…I know I am
grateful for their ministry, and look forward to seeing them every week! ~ Kathy

"Intercession happens anytime we bring anyone
to Jesus and ask for his Spirit to be with them.
When we do this, we become ministers who connect those we love to God." Mark 2:1-12.
The Intercessory Prayer Group (I.P.) is a community of clergy
and lay persons who pray for another: praying for specific
people who have requested prayers for themselves, or for another person(s), who are in need of physical, emotional, or
spiritual healing. The list remains confidential. This ministry
prays in private, in their own way, and in community on the
3rd Sunday of the month, 11:30am-12:30pm. We meet in the
Memorial Room next to Upper Parish Hall (unless otherwise
noted.) All are welcome to join.
We also gather 2-3 evenings throughout the year at parishioner's homes for fellowship and delicious pot-luck fare. I.P. invites prayer requests at any time and for any need; requests
immediately activate the prayer chain.
For more information please contact one of the coordinators of the group, Jeanette or Claudia.
Jeanette Duvall
781-444-6055 or
johnneeo@verizon.net.

Come join the youth group from Christ Church
in Needham for a fun evening at CycleBar in
Wellesley! Support the youth group as they
fundraise for their upcoming mission trip this
April. Your donation will go towards enabling
the youth to travel in April to support a
community in need. Thank you in advance for
your support! This 45 minute cycling class is
designed for participants of all levels. No
experience is required just be ready to have
some fun!
Date: Thursday December 15th at 7pm
Location: 386 Washington Street, Wellesley MA
Sign up through this link:
http://wellesley.cyclebar.com/apps/mindbody/
classes/340
Contact Kim Conrad with any questions:
kimberlyconrad5@gmail.com

Claudia Yapp
781-444-0949
claudiayapp@gmail.com.
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Order by November 26!
Orders for holiday greens will be taken at coffee hour during
the month of November, or by contacting Winnie West or
Barbara Brailey. Please place your order by Saturday,
November 26th. These items will NOT be available at the
Holiday Gift Shop and must be ordered ahead of time.
Kissing Balls: decorated red, silver, gold or natural
Boxwood Trees: decorated red, silver, gold or natural
Wreaths: Beautifully decorated wreaths
On the day of the Holiday Gift Shop there also will be green
arrangements for sale. Please plan to pick up a piece to
bring to party for a gift or to adorn your own home.
Winnie: wawest1@verizon.net
Barbara: bebrailey@verizon.net

While we are still enjoying the
colors of Fall, Christmas is fast
approaching and so we are
putting our thoughts on
Christmas and the Christ
Church Annual Giving Tree.
Christmas falls on a Sunday
this year. The agencies we
serve would like to have our
offering of gifts to the
recipients by Monday,
December 19th. So all gifts will
need to be at Christ Church by
Sunday, December 18th. The
Giving Tree will be up the first
Sunday of Advent, November
27th with tags ready for you to
choose from!
Gifts for Children:
We will be doing gifts for the
children of the women living
at Shepherd House and those
tags will be on The Giving
Tree starting December 27th
and will need to be returned
by Sunday, December 18th.

Gift Cards for Women at Transition House:
We will also again be making gifts to Transition
House, a battered women's shelter in Cambridge.
We will be collecting $25 gift cards to Target. We
had 70 cards last year and will likely need about
the same number of cards this year.

Please start to gather items for your
Women's Winter Package and
Target Gift Cards!
Women's Winter Care Packages:
We will be doing the Women's Winter Care
Packages again. These are bags for the women
living at Shepherd House, a program for women in
recovery run by Victory Programs.
The items we include in each bag are: hat, scarf,
gloves or mittens, toothpaste and toothbrush, lip
gloss, body/hand lotion and shampoo. You may
add anything else to the bag (lipstick, night gown,
jewelry, etc.) that you wish, including a note of
encouragement to the woman who receives the
bag. All are greatly appreciated! You may also fill
up a bag of your own with all the items listed.
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If you have any
questions feel free to
contact a member of
the Giving Tree team.
Alyssa Kence:
akence@hotmail.com
Mandy Mulliez:
mandysjm@hotmail.com
Jacque Murphy:
jacquemurphylit@
gmail.com
Harding Ounanian, Jr.:
hardingo@verizon.net
Donna Vello:
donna.vello@gmail.com
or 617-584-2939

As I sit comfortably in front of my fire,
snuggled in its warmth, my mind turns
back to the first time I made the trip
into Boston to work at MANNA Monday
Lunch Clothing Closet (Many Angels
Needed Now and Always). I must admit
that I was nervous and a little scared. I
hadn’t before talked to someone who
didn’t have a home of their own, who
must sleep in shelters or on the streets.
What would it be like? What would I
say? Would I be able to talk to them?
Would I treat them differently then I
treat others in my life?
We all met at our friend Julia’s house to
fill our cars with hats, mittens, socks,
shoes, jeans, hoodies, t-shirts, and
personal hygiene products that we had
collected personally—we brought
anything we could get our hands on
that we thought would be useful. After
driving into Boston with huge wheelie
suitcases loaded down with our
precious finds inside, Terry, Julia, Myra,
Arden and I cheerfully made our way
through the Boston Common to the
Cathedral Church of Saint Paul like a
happy gang on Sesame Street or more
like the Lollipop kids from The Wizard
of Oz. Just the thought of it and my
nerves were quickly replaced by
excitement and wonder. I didn’t know
then but this day would change my life
forever.
We bounced and banged our bags
down the stairs to the lower level of the
church, where my soon-to-be new
friends were having a MANNA
community meeting before lunch. We
started setting up our “store.” We laid
out carefully-folded and labeled
clothing for easy shopping. New
underwear and socks, gently used
hoodies and jeans. We rolled out the
cart of personal products and began to
fill the drawers with bottles of
shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes and
toothpaste, razors and shaving cream.
“What’s these tubes of Vaseline for?” I
asked, confused. Terry looked up from
sorting socks and replied, “Oh, that’s to
help protect their faces from the wind.”
WHAT?!

I think it’s hard sometimes for us to
imagine what it’s like to sleep on the
ground or in shelters on a thin cot with
hundreds of other people. We live our
own busy lives, going from work to
home to taxiing our kids to their
sporting events. We see the homeless,
but we really don’t SEE the homeless.
We give them a quick glance, maybe say
a quick prayer and think how we need
to do something to change the
situation, but we get busy. We put it
out of our minds, but that doesn’t mean
the problem has gone away. It’s very
real and very much in need of all our
help and attention.
On that first day when I walked into the
Cathedral I had no idea that I would be
touched so deeply. I’m not a church-onSunday kinda girl, but I do believe in
The Holy Spirit who guides us, who
gives us chances to learn and grow. The
people I met that first day and each
time I go have enriched my soul and
made me a better follower of God’s
teachings.
On that first day, after everything was
packed up, I went into the closet and
cried. I cried because I had no idea
there were so many homeless and, that
they were just like me. They had hopes
and dreams for a better tomorrow.
They had children and spouses. They
wanted to travel and go to work, but I
think what struck me most that first day
is that above all else, they just wanted
to be noticed and loved. They want to
be seen and treated with dignity. Myra
hugged me and told me we each have
had our crying moments in the closet—
it’s a Holy Spirit kinda of closet. I might
not be able to change the world, but I
hope that I am doing my part in
changing my neighborhood. I’m
teaching it forward with my teenaged
daughters who have also been touched
and changed by working at The
Clothing Closet. If you have been
moved by my story or felt the Holy
Spirit call you and would like to help it
would be welcomed and appreciated.
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Circle of Hope has been
serving the MANNA
Community since October of
2014 when the Long Island
Shelter for men in Boston
abruptly closed. Since that
time COH has provided muchneed clothing to this
community. The need for
clothing is so great that
additional support has come
from a band of volunteers
teaming up with Circle Hope.
These dedicated individuals
even purchase items using
their own funds.
The MANNA Clothing Closet
provides the guests at the
Episcopal Cathedral’s MANNA
Monday Lunch Program with
basic warm, dry clothing
throughout the year, but
especially in the colder
months. We collect new and
gently used items and deliver
them 1-2 times per month. We
are always happy to have
more helpers in collecting or
distributing. Please use the
box in Upper Parish Hall for
your donations.
For more information about
serving the MANNA
population, please contact
Myra Anderson at
myra.anderson@comcast.net
At present, we are in search of
winter boots for both men
and women and waterproof
gloves and warm hats.
Amy Granger lives in Millis, MA
with her two teenage
daughters. She was on the
committee for Renewal with
Circle of Hope and has
worked at The Clothing Closet
for the last two years. She
works as a Holistic Health
Coach at The Veggie
Revolution.

Last month one of the volunteer drivers for Circle of
Hope got to meet a new Mom and her 5-day old baby
while she was making a delivery at Casa Nueva Vida.
Circle of Hope provided a “Welcome Baby
Bag” (pictured) full of newborn necessities to this proud
new Mom! With funds from a House of Mercy grant from
the Episcopal Diocese, Circle of Hope is also able to
provide porta-cribs to newborns living in the shelters
we serve. The volunteer described this new Mom as
“thrilled” with her new baby girl and very appreciative
of the Welcome Baby Bag and support from Circle of
Hope. Every baby bag contains a handmade card with a
message welcoming newborn and letting the mother
know we care. We are always happy when a volunteer
gets the opportunity to connect with our partner
shelters and their residents and we are proud to work
with great organizations like Casa Nueva Vida!

Drop-off hours:

A new Mom stands with her
5-day old baby girl and a
Welcome Baby Bag from
Circle of Hope

Monday
9am-11am
Tuesday
9am-11am
3pm-5pm
Wednesday
9am-11am
3pm-5pm
Thursday
9am-11am
Saturday
(Sept-June)
9am-11am

Through the abundant generosity of our parishioners, as well as friends and neighbors
of Emilie Hitron and Barbara Murphy, we have exceeded our goal of raising $4,500 for
hurricane relief. In fact we raised $5,500 as of last Saturday, and more checks came in
on Sunday. The needs in Lazile are limitless, and we are gratified to be able to put
these funds to immediate use to provide food and relieve some of the suffering and
loss experienced by our friends there. Thank you for your generous response!

Saturday,
December 10, 2016
6:30pm
This year’s parish holiday party is planned for Saturday,
December 10, from 6:30pm to 9:30pm.Please come for the all
the merriment (memorable surprise live entertainment) or
just stop by to join in for a while. There will be refreshments
and a cash bar (attendance will be limited to those 21 years
or older). Volunteers are asked to bring desserts or either hot
or cold hors d’oeuvres.
We are offering transportation to and from the party for
those who are not able to make it on their own; please
contact Donna Vello if you would like to take advantage of
this. A great chance to catch up with folks and have fun
together.
Please contact Jo-Anne Allen with questions or your offer
to help. Jo-Anne: jo-anne.fpior@hotmail.com
Need a ride? donna.vello@gmail.com
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Note time change!
4pm & 9pm!
On Christmas Eve there will
be two services as usual.
The earlier service will be at
4:00pm with the pageant.
The later service will take
place at 9:00pm, with Carols
beginning at 8:30pm.
(Note this is an hour earlier
than in prior years.)

December 4, 11:00am—Open to the
public at noon
I know we haven’t celebrated Halloween or
Thanksgiving yet, but your HGS team is already hard at work planning
for the big event. We need all of your help to make it a success.

Jewelry Table: Additional donations of Jewelry Needed

Connie Barr will once again be working her magic. Please donate any
costume or real jewelry. You can bring your donation to the church any
time. If you need a gift receipt, or for more information, please contact
Connie: csbarr@comcast.net, 781-444-4645

Holiday Greens:

Once again we are so fortunate that Winnie West will again be creating
her beautiful arrangements. This year, the following will be available
this year ONLY by special order: Kissing Balls, Wreaths, Decorated
Boxwood Trees. There will be plenty of other arrangements available
the day of the sale. To place a special order or for more information,
contact Winnie West: wawest1@verizon.net, 781-444-8739

New to You Table

A good chance to rehabilitate some of those things now taking up room
in your attic, that someone lovingly gave you but you will never actually
use. To make a donation, contact Kim Rutherford or Jane Lane.
Kim: k-rutherford@ti.com, 781-461-1361
Jane: janeblane@owa.ti.com, 781-449-5386

Bake Table:

The solar system continues
to generate savings for the
Church and carbon-free
energy for our power
needs. In October, the
Church generated more
power than we used and our
meter ran backwards! The
system generated about
4,528 KwH of electricity in
October. For 2016 so far, the
system generated about
49,821 KwH and saved the
Church about $3,659.

This is always a popular spot at the HGS when the post -church
munchies set in. We need LOTS of bakers. This year Ellie Wainwright,
Hope Anderson, Barbara Baker are coordinating this effort. Anything
you can make will be welcome. All food should be free of nuts!
For more information please contact:
Ellie Wainwright: wainwright4@verizon.net, 508-376-8466
Hope Anderson: handerson@minlib.net, 781-455-0735
Barbara Baker: epic2_us@yahoo.com, 781- 727-3744
Debbie Rempis: dtr@verizon.net

Raffle:

Stefano Migliuolo will be running our raffle this year. Please contact him
if you have anything you would like to donate to be raffled. Sports
tickets are always hot, as are restaurant gift certificates. If you have a
favorite restaurant and are willing to reach out to them for a donation,
please Stefano know. smigliuolo@gmail.com, 781-449-8196
We will need LOTS of help the
day before the HGS and on the
big day. We will need help
setting up, cleaning up, with
security, plus a zillion other
things I can’t think of now.
Please let us know if you are
able to help.

Emilie Hitron
617-820-1184
emhitron@gmail.com
Stan Hitron
617-838-0070
s.hitron@gmail.com
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The September Vestry Meeting began with a meditation on the Beatitudes,
and was followed by small group discussion of a passage from Henri
Nouwen’s book A Spiritualty of Fundraising.
Discussion at this meeting included:














The church budget and fundraising. A suggestion was to create a
volunteer job consisting of collecting and regularly telling stories of
parishioners that could inspire pledgers.
A report on Allergy/Clean Church policy was presented which included
topics about food, coffee/tea, fragrances, cleaning supplies, lawn and
garden, flowers, particularly poinsettias, and mold. The action item for
now is to work on coffee hour food and drinks, providing volunteers
with guidelines on how to provide nut-free and gluten free products
that are clearly labeled, and to raise awareness of potential allergens.
Choosing a coffee product that was fair trade/organic/sustainably
grown was suggested.
The new boiler is up and running.
The stewardship campaign has begun and will continue until
November 20th. Letters will go out to established pledging households
as well as to those younger families/newer members who are being
asked to pledge for the first time.
The Friends of Music have funded a study of the organ which will give
us current information on the needed repairs. The election committee
is being chaired by Joe Barr, and will meet soon.
The Leadership Development Initiative (LDI) meeting is coming up on
Saturday November 12. Nick will attend and is hoping that four or five
interested parishioners will join him.
We will be hiring a new bookkeeper as Bari Weiss notified us that her
last work day will be November 17. Nick will be interviewing clergy
candidates.
Successful completion of confirmation class with confirmation by
Bishop Gayle Harris at All Saints Church in Brookline. A new class with
six to eight new members will be forming soon.
Nick reported on the upcoming service on Sunday October 30th which is
an all-parish service at 9:30am, with guest preacher, on the theme of
Common Ground.
Presentation of Four Legs to Stand on. The play explores the problems
of addiction and the discussion period hopes to provide support to
affected families.
Our partners in Lazile suffered heavy damage to buildings and crops,
and lost over thirty-five goats who had been bred through the goat
project. All parishioners can help by making a special donation, checks
made out Christ Church with HAITI noted in the memo line.

Monday, November 7
7:00pm
Our Ministry Leaders will gather to:
plan calendar for Epiphany and Lent,
and share creative ways to strengthen
our common mission to love God and
neighbor as Jesus teaches us.
We will meet in the Memorial Room
and begin the evening with prayer,
including prayers for the upcoming
election. All are welcome!

Worshiping

We are a vibrant, growing
congregation, fed and strengthened
when we gather in worship. We offer
an array of worship and learning
opportunities to reach and inspire
people of all ages. We seek to
deepen our Christian faith and live it
out every day.

Caring

Christ Church is a caring
community. We seek to love God
and neighbor as Jesus teaches. We
offer a genuine welcome to
newcomers and long term members
alike, and support each other
through prayer and acts of
kindness.

Responding

Cover title bar
is taken from
the stained
glass windows
in the Chapel.

“If we who are Christians participate in
the political process and in the public
discourse as we are called to do—the
New Testament tells us that we are to
participate in the life of the polis—the
principle on which Christians must vote is
the principle, ‘Does this look like love of
neighbor?’ ”
The Right Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding
Bishop, of the Episcopal Church.

We are dedicated to responding to
the needs of neighbors in our local
community and region. We also
actively support national and global
causes. Newcomer involvement in
our ministries is encouraged and
welcomed.

Giving

Christ Church is a giving
community. We commit resources
to reach out to others. We are
fiscally responsible and give
generously in many ways. We equip
people to serve.
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1132 Highland Avenue
Needham, MA 02494
781- 444-1469
www.ccneedham.org

November 1—Tuesday
7:00pm Property Committee

The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector
nick@ccneedham.org

November 2—Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
7:00pm Bible Study

Pamela Goody, Music Director
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org
Kathleen Ganz, Parish Administrator
office@ccneedham.org
Charles W. Raines, Organist
Bari Weiss, Controller
control@ccneedham.org
Michael Beagan, Sexton
facilities@ccneedham.org

Liz Dennett & Rich Gatto, Wardens
Duncan Allen, Treasurer
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer
David Carnahan, Clerk

Myra Anderson
Bob Begin
Julie Bullard
Kimberly Conrad
Lee Eichelberger
Dusty Hecker
Stan Hitron
Brian Horrigan
David Keener
Jeff Murphy
Ellen Volpe
Ellie Wainwright

The Visitor is the newsletter for and about
members and friends of Christ Episcopal
Church in Needham, MA. Story ideas,
written articles and photos with captions
are encouraged and greatly appreciated.
All efforts will be made to include
submissions received on or before the
deadline date. The Visitor staff reserves the
right to edit articles when space is limited.

November 3—Thursday
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
November 4—Friday
8:00pm Longwood Opera Rigoletto
November 6—Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
2:30pm Longwood Opera Rigoletto
November 7—Monday
10:00am Knitting Ministry
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:30pm Study Buddies
November 8—Tuesday
Election Day—VOTE!
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
11:00am Staff Meeting
November 9—Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
3:30pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study
November 10—Thursday
3:30pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
November 13—Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00am Shelter Cooking
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
November 14—Monday
MANNA Lunch-Cathedral
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:30pm Study Buddies
November 15—Tuesday
7:00pm Vestry Meeting

All submissions, including digital
photography, should be e-mailed to The
Visitor editors, Harding Ounanian, Jr. at
hardingo@verizon.net and Donna Vello at
donna.vello@gmail.com. To view The
Visitor in color, visit ccneedham.org and
click on quick link.
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November 16—Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
3:30pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study
November 17—Thursday
3:30pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
November 20—Sunday
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am Childcare
9:45am Church School
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30pm Youth Group
November 21—Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:30pm Study Buddies
November 22—Tuesday
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry
11:00am Staff Meeting
November 24—Thursday
Happy Thanksgiving!

Office closed

November 25—Friday

Office closed

November 27—1st Sunday of Advent

Giving Tree—Gift Tags Available
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:30am Advent Wreath Making
4:00pm Evensong
November 28—Monday
11:00am Staff Meeting
3:30pm Study Buddies
November 29—Tuesday
7:00pm Worship & Arts Meeting
November 30—Wednesday
10:00am Bible Study
Noon Holy Eucharist
3:30pm Study Buddies
7:00pm Bible Study

