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SEPTEMBER 2016 

 Greetings Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

I hope that each of you has enjoyed some long, lazy summer 
days before turning toward the new hopes and challenges of 
the fall. It will be good to re-gather here at Church from the 
places we have been. To that end, look for the Share our Joy 
Weekend information on pages four and five.  

It has been quite a summer. Here in the parish, six loved ones 
were buried. Again and again, in our nation and in the world, 
too many of God’s children died by gun violence; again and 
again, we were reminded of the cynical dishonesty of our 
political culture.  

Yet the people of God are called to the hope of Jesus Christ. We 
have the opportunity to renew our commitment to love God and 
neighbor as Jesus teaches us, and to be a blessing to one 

another and to the world. A rich sampling of those blessings fill the pages that follow.  

This fall, your Vestry offers the parish “vision language” to inspire this commitment. 
The Vestry worked this past spring with thoughts and ideas collected from parish 
interviews last fall and winter, gathered by Kairos, and shaped in Vestry meetings this 
spring: Christ Church is a community of: 

Each of these attributes is described in more detail on the sidebar of this page. The 
language is both descriptive—who we are now—and aspirational—where we believe 
God calls us to go. It is intended to be a source of inspiration and guidance for the 
Christ Church community, as well as for those looking for a spiritual home, as we 
move in to the future. 

As you read and contemplate these words, which words describe for you where we 
are? Which words describe to you where we need to be? How can you help us get 
there? 

On page nine you’ll see a timeline summary of the work what we have done in the 
framework guided by this vision, and the work that remains to be done. I want to 
heartily thank the Discovery Team of Myra Anderson, Lyman Bullard, Rich Gatto, 
Alyssa Kence, Nancy Lankford, and Ellen Volpe for their leadership in shepherding us 
this far. 

One of the recommendations has been a communications revision that will 
harmonize the appearance and effectiveness of all of our communications tools: the 
Visitor, the Website, the weekly eBlast, and the Sunday Bulletin. I want to thank 
Donna Vello and Harding Ounanian, Jr. in particular for their work on the new look of 
the newsletter.  I also want to thank our Wardens, Liz Dennett and Rich Gatto, for 
their tremendous support over a very busy summer.  

I continue to be grateful for the blessing we are to one another, and for the 
opportunity we have to be a blessing to the world. 

Faithfully,  Nick+ 

The Rev. Nicholas-Morris 
Kliment, Rector 

Worshiping 
We are a vibrant, growing 
congregation, fed and 
strengthened when we 
gather in worship. We offer 
an array of worship and 
learning opportunities to 
reach and inspire people 
of all ages. We seek to 
deepen our Christian faith 
and live it out every day. 
 
Caring 
Christ Church is a caring 
community. We seek to 
love God and neighbor as 
Jesus teaches. We offer a 
genuine welcome to 
newcomers and long term 
members alike, and 
support each other 
through prayer and acts of 
kindness. 
 
Responding 
We are dedicated to 
responding to the needs of 
neighbors in our local 
community and region. We 
also actively support 
national and global 
causes. Newcomer 
involvement in our 
ministries is encouraged 
and welcomed. 
 
Giving 
Christ Church is a giving 
community. We commit 
resources to reach out to 
others. We are fiscally 
responsible and give 
generously in many ways. 
We equip people to serve. 
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In the last seven plus years, first as a 
member of the vestry, and now  as a 
warden,  people have asked me what I do 
as a vestry member, and now as a 
warden.  I have never received an actual 
job description, but traditionally a  
warden has been the keeper of the keys 
to the building, and one who handles the 
legal and secular affairs of the parish.  
Wardens at Christ Church have had many 
blessed, incredible, and different and 
sometimes difficult, learning experiences. 
 

We have had flooding, leaking roofs, 
issues with our parking lot and 
handicapped parking, lawn maintenance 
and snow removal, and scheduling 
rentals in the various sites in our facility. 
 

Both Rich and I are members of the 
Property Committee, and as wardens, we 
meet weekly with the rector, as well as 
attend the monthly vestry meetings. 
Along with Duncan Allen, we are both 
authorized to sign the checks generated 
by the controller. We have also learned 
about solar panels, “Green Loans,” leases 
with our tenants, location of various 
paper goods,  light switches and the key 
to shut off the fire alarm,  the “map” of 
the sanctuary garden and  the location of 
table cloths and the toilet plunger! This 
summer, we have had many 
opportunities to  represent you—working 
with the Stewardship Committee to go 
over the parish list, reviewing the 
progress of the many Kairos 
recommendations, and the evaluation of 

the telephone system in the offices. We 
have also had discussions about the next 
clergy person.  There have been a few 
unexpected situations—issues with the 
elevator inspection, a leaking boiler, and 
a new lease with Circle of Hope, a step 
initiated by the Circle of Hope Board as a 
way to symbolize a more mutual 
partnership with the Church. 
 

Since June, we have had six funerals, with 
another one scheduled for September 
10th. Various members of our staff, as well 
as volunteers, have been “out of town”, 
and/or  on well deserved vacations during 
this time, including the Rector, Sexton, 
Parish Administrator, Director of Music, 
and the head of the Altar Guild, but 
fortunately not all at the same time!  
Since I was around most of the summer, I 
was able to help Nick with a number of 
these church families as they planned the 
details of the celebrations for their loved 
ones, especially around catering and 
flower arrangements. I was in the office at 
church so often that some folks thought I 
was working there; five days a week for 
the summer! 
 

Rich and I will have more occasions to 
serve our Christ Church families as the 
days go on, and always welcome your 
concerns, comments and suggestions.  
We will both “rejoice and be glad” each  
day we are blessed to represent you all. 
 

Faithfully, 
 

 Liz and Rich 

“This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it .” (Psalm 118) 

Rich Gatto, 

Warden 

Liz Dennett, 

Warden 

 

“Forget your troubles, come on get happy.” 
“I’m sittin’ on top of the world, just singin’ a song.” 
 “When I find myself in times of trouble, Mother Mary comes to me.” 
“He’s got the whole world in His hands.” 
“Let there be peace on earth….and let it begin with me.” 
 

This handful of song titles gives you just an inkling of what singing in Choir can 
mean to you.  When you join Choir, you leave your troubles at the door and you 
become happy as a new world opens up to you through friendship, fellowship and song.  We welcome everyone who wants 
to share in this important ministry.  There are no auditions, just a willingness to learn. 

Choir rehearsals begin on September 8th, in the Sanctuary from 7:00pm – 9:00pm.   

Is Choir for you?  Come to one rehearsal on a trial basis.  If you like Choir, please stay longer.  We welcome you with open 
arms and a folder of music.  Questions/concerns:  Call Pam Goody, Music Director.  Office: 781-444-1469 
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Pam Goody,  

Music Director 

Dear Christ Church Family, 
 

While having dinner with a friend, she 
said, “I love music!  I find it so helpful 
when I am having problems or when I’m 
anxious.  Unaware, I begin singing.  Then I 
think to myself, ‘I’m singing.  Where did 
that song come from?’  I begin to feel 
better.  The song calms me.  It comforts 
me. It touches me deeply.  I LOVE MUSIC!”  
Ah, the power of music.  It is a gift to be 
shared, one to another.  Music has no 
boundaries.  No matter what language 
you speak, no matter your religious 
beliefs, no matter your political views, 
one of the most important things in life is 
music.  
 

At Christ Church, we are fortunate to 
know its importance, for we share in a 
music ministry.  It is a two-part ministry: 
  
Part 1:  The Choir is made up of members 
who are generous with their time and 
talent throughout the year.  They 
rehearse on Thursday evenings and sing 
on Sunday mornings as well as the major 
liturgical holidays.  Their singing prepares 
us for worship.  It uplifts us when we are 
in need of comfort; it fortifies us, 
energizes us and renews our spirits.  It is a 
unique ministry; the language of music is 
infinite in its height and depth and width.  
You never know how much a melody will 
mean to a person.  That, in a way, is the 

beauty of music.  As a singer, you give of 
yourself with no expectations.  You send 
out the musical message without 
knowing who will be on the receiving end.  
It is a message of love that pays forward 
in a ripple effect.  
 

Part 2:  The Members of the Congregation 
play an important role as well.  As a 
parishioner, you are the receiver of the 
Choir’s ‘heart-song’ messages.   Your job 
is to support the Choir as much as they 
support you.  Your singing is valuable in 
the worship service.  You and the Choir 
are worshipping together.  We are in this 
TOGETHER!  
 

To better share our collective music 
ministry, beginning in September, Choir is 
going to be part of the congregation for 
the processional and recessional hymns.  
Choir will stand in the middle aisle of the 
Sanctuary to sing the first verse or two of 
the hymns so that we can all feel the 
power of music en masse, allowing us to 
be physically and spiritually united in 
song.  What a comforting, enriching way 
to start and end our worship…together.  
As the Spiritual sings, “We are one in the 
Spirit, We are one in the Lord.”  
 

Peace, 
 Pam 

 

Lea Peterson is a recent graduate of Skidmore College where she earned her BA 
in Music. She is a lover of choral music and has been involved in many vocal 
ensembles throughout her life, singing in her first honors choir in 4th grade. 
Besides singing, Lea also loves arranging music for singers and she even trudged 
through all the red tape of Skidmore’s music department to get approval for a 
senior recital in which she featured 30 minutes of original vocal arrangements 
from many genres, including art song, show-tunes, pop, neo-soul, folk, and jazz. 
Outside of music, Lea also loves to read, swim, and is currently trying to teach 
herself Russian. A fun-fact is that she figure skated for 11 years and worked at 
that same ice skating rink for 6 years, so if you have any questions about anything 
ice related, she’s your gal! Lea cannot wait to be a member of a vocal ensemble 
again, after just leaving the Skidmore choir that she joined her first week of 
college and music directed for the past 3 years. She is excited to meet all of you!  

Lea Peterson, Alto Soloist 
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Sunday, September 11th! 
 

Church School Registration and 
Ministry Fair & Blessing of the 
Backpacks! 
 
Please join us after the 8:15am and 10:00am 
services on Sunday, September 11 in the 
Upper Parish Hall for a meet & greet and to 
learn about all the ministries at Christ 
Church. 
 

Please stop in to register the kids for church 
school and to see how you can become 
involved with the joy, service, and worship 
at Christ Church! Classes will begin the 
following Sunday on September 18th.

Special Eucharist at 9:30, combining  
the two morning services  

Theme – “Common Ground” – celebrating unity over 
divisiveness, peace over violence, service over self 

October 30, 9:30 service followed by special coffee hour 

Get ready to celebrate our common ground!  On Sunday October 
30, we will gather as one service for the first of four “Fifth 
Sundays” at Christ Church. The Worship and the Arts Team will 
host a special coffee hour that day and some special liturgical 
and fun activities to honor our community, and all that unites us, 
even as we face what seems to be increased divisiveness, 
violence and self-absorption in our larger society.  Let’s come 
together in Christ before the Presidential election to celebrate 
our common life together.  

As you may have noticed, over the summer we introduced a few 
small but significant changes to the morning service.  
Specifically, we changed the timing of our announcements to 
occur after the postlude, instead of during the service.  And we 
gently encouraged people to practice a briefer peace—sharing 
the peace with those sitting immediately to our North, South, 
East and West.  Both changes were intended to improve the flow 
of the service, and to move socializing to the coffee hour.  We 
received mostly positive feedback and will continue this 
approach at least through Advent.   

Our “Fifth Sunday” program is our next effort.  Mark your 
calendars for October 30, 2016 and January 29, April 30 and July 
30, 2017—when we will bring our two Sunday morning services 
together to celebrate our parish life together.  These services will 
feature special elements in the liturgy, involvement of our 
families, newcomers and “regulars” alike.  

The Worship and the Arts Team has as its purpose to assist the 
Rector in crafting accessible and inviting worship leading for 
those who come through our doors to experience the love of the 
Living God, and drawing them deeper into the life of the 
Christian community of Christ Church.  We are discussing many 
aspects of our worship together in our meetings, and trying new 
things with an open mind—looking to “test and learn” with small 
changes that may improve our experience of worship and 
community.   

The Team is now meeting monthly – stay tuned and give us 
feedback!  Members are Annie Russell, Myra Anderson, Abby 
Carr, Kristin Auffermann, Duncan Allen, and Pam Goody.   

Confirmation Class 
Next class for parents and kids: Sunday, 
September 18, 5:30pm at the Church.  
 

Youth Group 
Please contact Jim Prescott or Bob 
Keener, the leaders of  Youth Group, to 
learn more and to join in the fun.  
 

Jim Prescott: king9197@aol.com  
Bob Keener: bobknr@gmail.com  

 

Children’s Chapel (K-2nd grade) 
will meet in the Chapel with Kim 
Lysaght and Diane Gaitley 

Gather Round (3rd-5th graders) 
will meet in the Jerusalem Room 
in the Lower Parish Hall with Joe 
Barr and Virginia Carnahan.  

Middle School/Re:Form (6th-7th 
graders) will meet with Kevin 
Ruddy and Ginny Yerardi in the 
Lower Parish Hall. 

Who will be your child’s Church 
School teacher and where will the 
class meet? 

During the 10am service there will 
be the Blessing of the Backpacks. 

mailto:king9197@aol.com
mailto:bobknr@gmail.com
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"Intercession happens anytime we bring anyone to Jesus and 
ask for his Spirit to be with them. When we do this, we 
become ministers who connect those we love to God." Mark 
2:1-12. 

The Intercessory Prayer Group (I.P.) is a community of clergy and lay persons 
who pray for another: praying for specific people who have requested 
prayers for themselves, or for another person(s), who are in need of physical, 
emotional, or spiritual healing. The list remains confidential. This ministry 
prays in private, in their own way, and in community on the 3rd Sunday of 
the month, 11:30am-12:30pm. We meet in the Memorial Room next to Upper 
Parish Hall (unless otherwise noted.) All are welcome to join.  

We also gather 2-3 evenings throughout the year at parishioner's homes for 
fellowship and delicious pot-luck fare. I.P. invites prayer requests at any time 
and for any need; requests immediately activate the prayer chain. 

For more information please contact one of the coordinators of the group, 
Jeanette or Claudia.

Jeanette Duvall 
781-444-6055  or johnneeo@verizon.net. 
Claudia Yapp 
781-444-0949 or claudiayapp@gmail.com. 

 

This event is BYOB 
Please also bring a side-dish, salad or dessert to share. 
 
5:00pm-6:00pm: Horseshoes, bocce & ladder 

golf, volleyball & can-jam. Perhaps a 
bouncey house will also appear. 

 
6:00pm-7:00pm: Grilled hot dogs, hamburgers, and pot luck 

items 
 
7:00pm-8:30pm: Fire pit, s'mores, songs & skits---bring a 

blanket or a lawn chair! 

To sign up to bring a dish to share, 
you may use sign-up genius or 
contact Virginia or David Carnahan 
who are coordinating the event.  

Sign-up Genius Link: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c094fafaa2aa0fd0-back 

David Carnahan: 
davidcarnahan@rcn.com  

 

tel:%28781-444-6055
mailto:johnneeo@verizon.net
tel:%28781-444-0949
mailto:claudiayapp@gmail.com
mailto:davidcarnahan@rcn.com
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Wednesday Bible Study is a vibrant experience with The Bible.  Although the jumping off 
point is the text itself, group discussion brings the passages we read into relevance to our 
lives today.  By keeping to the theme of Love Actually, Actually we will be thinking 
critically about the books we read and what they tell us about love in our world today.  
The Book of Ruth is about an immigrant and the reception she is given in a foreign land, a 
timely subject for our time.  The Book of Esther shows how a female can wield power, 
even if it means going against the husband she loves.  Wrestling with the choices God 
presents to us is a major theme of the Book of Jonah, how to recognize God’s love for us 
even when we fall short of His vision for us.  We will consider history, current research, 
and difficulties of translation to understand why and how these stories take the form 

they do.  The goal is personal spiritual growth through 
broadened understanding. 

Classes begin on Wednesday, September 21 at two times: 
in the morning 10-12am and again in the evening from 7-
9pm.  You can attend whichever time is most convenient 
for you.  We will be using the text, “Strong as Death is 
Love” by Robert Alter which you can purchase on your 

own or borrow from the Minuteman Library Network. There is no need to sign up ahead 
of time.  To prepare, if you have the time, read the book’s introduction, its introduction 
to the Book of Ruth, and the first two chapters of Ruth.  You may also be interested in 
reading the Book of Ruth in your own Bible to compare with Alter’s translation.  

 “The class is comprised of men 
and women, each with their 
different opinions, questions, and 
interpretations of the readings 
and discussions. This class 
provides us with knowledge, 
spirituality and a sense of 
community.” 

“... the interpretation and the 
teaching by Tracy bring life, spirit 
and meaning to often obscure 
sections of the reading. Tracy is a 
scholar...she prefers to teach. 
Clearly, this is a strength, one she 
shares willingly with the group.” 

“ Anyone wishing to join should 
not be afraid or shy of  the group. 
The people in this class are very 
welcoming and friendly.  Tracy is 
an amazing teacher and has such 
wonderful insights into the topics 
we discuss.”  

“Attendance is not a requirement, 
just come whenever you can 
make it.” 

“I am Catholic. I started with WBS 
when we discussed Comparative 
Religions which to this day in my 
life was the most amazing class I 
have ever had!” 

“It has definitely affected my own 
personal spirituality and worship 
in that I feel more knowledgeable 
about the Bible which has  
increased my feeling of closeness 
with God. For instance, when we 
read a psalm on Sunday morning, 
I think about what category it 

falls into...also I finally appreciate 
how all the reading and the 
hymns on any given Sunday are 
related.” 

“It has made me think more 
deeply about not only WHAT I 
believe in a spiritual sense, but 
WHY. Since we learn about WHEN 
and WHERE our traditions come 
from, we are able to put them 
into practice here and now in our 
contemporary lives. It has made 
me yearn for more knowledge 
about my Christian faith, and to 
really try to live in Christ the way 
he most likely hoped people 
would. I can now apply some of 
what we have read to actual 
situations that come up as we 
plod along each day.” 

“In the Comparative Religions 
class...we learned amazing 
history and facts that have made 
me think about world events in a 
different way.  Our study of St. 
Paul showed us how much faith 
he had and that has helped me to 
have more faith.” 

“Getting to know the other class 
members has been important. We 
know each other now as students 
and as seekers, as fellow 
communicants, as a special 
community we share within Christ 
Church. The contributions of 
former Catholics are important as 
are the translations of a Greek 
class member.” 

“Bible Study has helped me 
understand the relative 
importance of reading and 
studying with other people. The 
common goal of understanding 
and striving to understand adds 
something that is hard to 
describe. It is the same reason 
why worship alone can never 
substitute for communal 
worship.” 

“...Bible study has affected my 
life—I hope it has made me more 
aware and more appreciative of 
all the blessings I have in this life. 
I also especially enjoyed this past 
year’s study of the letters of Paul. 
It really turned my thinking about 
Paul around. I have a great deal 
more respect for him now.” 

“We take turns reading directly 
from the Bible. Tracy often gives 
us some background information 
to further our understanding. We 
then talk, discuss, comment and 
analyze what we have just read. 
All opinions are welcome. No 
question is too silly to ask. And so 
it goes, with some of the best and 
richest discussions I personally 
have ever had the privilege of 
being part of...is wonderful to 
hear what all the others think, 
and we have become closer as a 
group of people in this way. We 
end with a prayer, with all of us in 
a circle.” 

“I think I can speak for almost 
everyone that what keeps us 

coming back week after week is 
Tracy. She does such a wonderful 
job as coordinator and leader. We 
are all in awe of her knowledge 
and capable leadership. She is 
very patient with us and a 
wonderful leader.” 

“I only know a portion of the Bible 
and I was a bit nervous at first 
because the folks in the class 
know so much!  But Tracy 
presents the information and we 
discuss it. Now I know more than I 
knew before and I never felt 
strange about that. Sometimes I 
can’t get to the readings but that 
doesn’t effect me in the class.” 

“Homework assignments are not 
long... You will want to do the 
reading. We are here to learn 
about the Bible. Tracy shares 
recent Biblical scholarship -- only 
a few Letters of Paul were 
"written" by Paul, including 
Corinthians. Through the 
centuries, omissions, additions 
and corrections have been 
discovered and noted. Tracy 
brings the class up to date 
regarding discoveries. Thus, the 
Bible is a living document.” 

“It is helpful to do the reading in 
advance and the commentary, so 
you can think a little about it 
before the class, but not critical. 
...Tracy is always available to 
answer questions. 

 

“It really doesn’t matter 
if you know anything 

about the Bible or not.  
This is not school or 

college. No one is 
grading us. It is strictly 

for our own 
enlightenment and 

enjoyment.” 

“Tracy is why I keep coming back 
week after week! She is an 

amazing person and so 
knowledgeable. I can’t say enough 
about her. I love her approach, her 

knowledge of the topics and her 
energy.  Just terrific!” 
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During the past several months, the Human Resources Team 
has been focused on helping oversee the recruitment 
process for our Family and Youth Minister position.  
Potentially due to the time of year, we have not had a large 
response to the postings that were sent to numerous Divinity 
Schools and placed on various websites visited by Clergy 
seeking new employment opportunities. However, we did 
have two applicants who did appear to be strong candidates 
that we have pursued.  Unfortunately, one of the candidates 
decided to withdraw due to personal commitments while the 
second candidate has decided to take a position as a 
Chaplain at one of the area universities.  So, our next step 
will be to reach out again to our Diocese and other contacts in New England 
to identify candidates scheduled for Ordination to the Priesthood within 
the next year to assess if there might be interest among those soon-to-be 
Ordained Priests in the Family and Youth Minister position at Christ Church. 
Our hope would be that the candidate would start at Christ Church prior to 
their Ordination as several of our past Curates have done.  In the meantime, 
together with Nick and the Wardens, we are exploring interim possibilities 
to help with the start up of the program year, and patiently continuing our 
search for the person whose ministry is right for Christ Church.  

The Community Engagement 
Panels were well attended last 
winter, attesting to the 
congregation’s deep desire to know 
how we can best be of service to our 
community.  The Leadership 
Development Initiative (LDI) is a 
faith based organization that trains 
teams of people to discern the 
needs of their communities, then 
put into place actionable plans with 
measurable results. LDI combines 
community organizing principles 
and Christian contemplative 
worship practices. Here is a list of 
projects undertaken by teams 
trained by the LDI http://
www.leadership-development-
initiative.org/ldi-in-action-and-
alumni/. If you are interested in 
following up on the interest in 
figuring out what the Gospel is 
calling us to do in Needham, please 
contact Nick. There is an 
introductory event on Saturday, 
November 12 at the Diocese. 

 

Christ Church will be offering to the 
community “Four Legs to Stand 
On,” a drama about families and 
addiction, presented by the Rhode 
Island group, Creating Outreach 
About Addiction Together 
(COAAST). Held in the Fellowship 
Hall on Sunday, October 24 at 4pm, 
the 35-minute play explores the 
dynamics of relationships and 
addiction. Followed by an audience 
conversation facilitated by Carol 
Read, Program Coordinator for 
Substance Abuse Prevention and 
Education for the town of 
Needham, the event will encourage 
us to break through the stigma of 
addiction, so health and healing 
can begin.  
 

A free will offering of 
$10/person, $30/family is 
suggested to cover expenses of 
bringing the production to 
Needham. Proceeds over expenses 
will go to Learn2Cope, a peer-led 
support network for families 
dealing with addiction and 
recovery.  http://learn2cope.org/ 

 

On about October 1, the property 
at 66 Rosemary Street, across the 
street from the Church and Circle 
of Hope, begins a new life as a 
group home operated by the 
Charles River Center. The house 
will become the weekday home 
to five young men on the autism 
spectrum. They will be closely 
supervised by a live-in house 
manager, aided by 1 or 2 other 
staff members at all times. The 
home will throw an Open House 
in November. The Charles River 
Center also operates a group 
home for 6 older women across 
Highland Avenue across from the 
church and next to the Masonic 
Lodge. 

The Human Resources 
Team: 
 

Bob Begin 
Dorothy Rifai 
Jeff Murphy 
Ingrid Melvin 
 

http://www.leadership-development-initiative.org/ldi-in-action-and-alumni/
http://www.leadership-development-initiative.org/ldi-in-action-and-alumni/
http://www.leadership-development-initiative.org/ldi-in-action-and-alumni/
http://www.leadership-development-initiative.org/ldi-in-action-and-alumni/
http://learn2cope.org/
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On Saturday, September 24, 2016 from 10am to noon, Circle of 
Hope will be hosting a free family event on The Common in 
Needham Center. The event, Full Circle, will give families with pre-
school and elementary school-aged children a chance to volunteer 
their time, talents and creativity together to help individuals and 
families facing homelessness. 
 

An exciting, inspiring and educational morning packed with  
hands-on activities, Full Circle will enable children to experience 
the power in making a real difference in our community. Families 
will receive a “Passport of Giving” collecting stamps as they move 
through six meaningful, age-appropriate activity stations—each 
illustrating the challenges faced by homeless individuals. 
 

At the “The Basics Brigade” station, children will pack a bag filled 
with essential items like toothbrushes, toothpaste, hand wipes, 
shampoo and soap. These Dignity Bags will go directly to Circle of 
Hope where they will be distributed to homeless families and 
individuals. At the “Appreciation Station” children will write 
and decorate notes explaining the things in their own lives 
they are grateful for. These notes will be hung around The 
Common throughout the event. Once participants have 
completed their passports, each child will be thanked and 
honored by one of the Full Circle volunteers allowing each 
child to feel that comes with helping others. 
 

Please join us in creating a Circle of Hope around the more 
than 7,660 people who are homeless in the greater Boston 
area through Full Circle.  The needs of the homeless are growing. 
Family homelessness in Boston has increased 25% in the past 
year. Full Circle will be a fun and really important morning for 
families in our area as we show even the youngest members of our 
community that they can use their time and talents to make a real 
difference and be a caring kid. 
 

The event is free and no need to RSVP - just show up! If you 
would like to volunteer at the event, we would love it. Please email 
Christine Holland at cholland1129@yahoo.com and we'll get you 
involved. Thank you very much! 

Gun Violence Archive:  
www.gunviolencearchive.org 
 

Massachusetts Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence: 
https://mapreventgunviolence.org/ 
 

Do Not Stand Idly By:  
http://donotstandidlyby.org/ 
 

Moms Demand Gun Sense in America:  
http://momsdemandaction.org/ 
 

National Rife Association 
www.nra.org 

Drop-off hours: 

Monday 
9am-11am 
Tuesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 
Wednesday 
9am-11am 
3pm-5pm 
Thursday 
9am-11am 
Saturday 
(Sept-June)  
9am-11am 

Drop off hours resume  
on September 7  

mailto:cholland1129@yahoo.com
http://www.gunviolencearchive.org/
https://mapreventgunviolence.org/
http://donotstandidlyby.org/
http://momsdemandaction.org/
http://www.nra.org/
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You will hear from experts on the issue of the legalization of marijuana 
and the impact on public heath and communities.  There will be 
speakers and panel members with strong academic backgrounds to 
provide information and answer questions that people might have.  

The Needham Health Department and the Needham Clergy Association 
are co-sponsoring the event.  

 

Major Goals Achieved: 

Inventory of ongoing ministries, their content, scope and 
current leadership  

Ministry Leaders convened, gathering quarterly for 
calendaring and creativity 

Staff Reconfiguration  

Vision Language approved 

Human Resources Team up and running 

Worship and Arts Team up and running 

In Process, Coming Soon: 

Hospitality Team and Newcomer training 

Communications Audit completed, Team forming 

Capital Needs Team forming 

Discernment of specific Community Engagement actions   

Action on addiction/recovery programs 

Vision Language inspires ongoing ministry plan 

Participation by parishioners in the extensive survey 
process shaped the direction of these efforts.  We are 
grateful to all who have stepped up into leadership roles 
in our new working groups, and look forward to 
expanding our work together. 
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Congratulations to Lyman Bullard 
and Samantha Colton who were 
married on July 2 in Milton, MA and 
the reception was in Boston. They live 
in South Boston. Lyman is the son of 
Julie and Lyman Bullard. It was a 
beautiful day and a wonderful 
celebration. Congratulations to all!  

Amber Duvall Rose (Falmouth Maine) 
was selected to play on the U16 Field 
Hockey National Futures team in 
Lancaster, PA, this June, where her 
Northeast Regional team earned the 
Bronze Medal and the Team 
Sportsmanship Award. She was then 
selected to play in the AAU Junior 
Olympic Games in Houston, TX this 
August. Her team came home with the 
Gold! Amber is entering her sophomore 
year at North Yarmouth Academy, Maine 
where she plays Field hockey & Lacrosse 
and is the granddaughter of proud 
grandparents, Jeanette & Harry Duvall! 

Congratulations to Charlie Volpe on being 
the class speaker at his 8th grade graduation 
from Dedham Country Day School this past 
June. Charlie recounted memories from his 
nine years as a student, and congratulated his 
classmates for completing the roller coaster 
experience of elementary and middle school.   
During the spring Charlie received Summa Cum 
Laude Certificate of Merit award for his 
performance on the National Latin Exam, as 
well as, a first place award in woodworking at 
the Small Independent School Art League 
(SISAL) Art Exhibition for his rustic bench. 
Charlie is a member of this year's confirmation 
class at Christ Church and serves as an acolyte. 
Charlie is the son of Ellen and Bob Volpe and 
will attend Milton Academy in the fall. 

 

The solar systems continue 
to generate savings for the 
Church and carbon-free 
energy for our power needs.  
In July, the Church 
generated more power than 
we used and our meter ran 
backwards!  Together, the 
two systems generated 
about 5,400 KwH of 
electricity in July.  For 2016 
so far, the two systems 
generated about 35,000 
KwH and saved the Church 
about $2,100 (after taking 
into account the loan 
payments the church makes 
to the Diocese for the new 
system and “SREC” credits 
arising from the system that 
the Church is able to sell).  
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We learned in June that our steam boiler was leaking badly, and with multiple 
contractor opinions in July confirmed that repair was not possible. Since then 
our Property Committee, Vestry, Treasurer, Wardens, Sexton Michael Beagan 
and Mass Interfaith Power and Light have been working together to plan the 
best short term and long term remedies, with an eye toward a greener and more 
efficient heating future for Christ Church.  In September this boiler will be 
replaced, the existing newer burner will be retained, and we will be ready for 
heating season again. During upcoming months a new high efficiency hot water 
furnace will also be installed, allowing us to convert much of our space to a 
more cost effective forced hot water system. The end result will be a long-term, 
phased plan for an earth-friendly, energy efficient heating of our entire complex. 
Funds from our endowment, supplemented by a Green Loan from the Diocese, 
will pay for these changes.  We will be encouraging a capital campaign to replace 
these funds and raise funds for other important capital 
needs during 2017. 

Special thanks to Tim Lysaght, Bob Bell, Phil Trussell, 
Jim Prescott, Kevin Ruddy and Joe Leghorn for their 
valuable insights and many hours of labor on the 
Property Committee and on this project.         

Following a break in July, there was much covered at the Vestry meeting 
on Tuesday evening, August 16.    In addition to examining the connection 
between our actions and our mission of worship, caring, responding and 
giving as outlined in the Kairos-facilitated vision language, we addressed 
a number of coming events and community initiatives.   

• Our end-of-summer cookout/campfire on Saturday, September 10 (a 
potluck, BYOB affair) 

• The Annual Appeal kick-off on October 16 

• A theater presentation on October 23 that destigmatizes the disease of 
addiction 

• The house at 66 Rosemary St. across from the church will soon welcome 
five autistic adults, with an open house in November 

In other developments: 

• Vestry authorized the Property Committee to apply for a loan, estimated 
to be $53,000, from the Diocesan Green Loan fund to repair or repace 
the current boiler that has sprung a leak.  

• Another candidate for the youth ministry position will visit the week of 
August 22.   

• June 21 meeting minutes were accepted and are available for review in 
the notebook outside the parish office.  The Treasurer’s report for July 
was accepted.  (There was no Vestry meeting in July.) 

 • Circle of Hope lease was approved as proposed. 

The Treasurer noted in the 
monthly report to Vestry 
that pledge and gift income 
continues to track well 
against the expected 
amounts, and appears likely 
to reach somewhere 
between $390,000 and 
$395,000 by year’s end.  
Although this will fall 
somewhat short of the 
Annual Appeal’s goal, 
parishioners are keeping up 
with their commitments and 
being quite generous to 
some important ‘off-budget’ 
items like B-SAFE, the Youth 
Group’s mission trip, the 
new office phone system, 
and the section leaders who 
enrich our musical 
experience.   

The Treasurer is projecting 
that our operating deficit for 
2016 may be about half of 
the budgeted $13,000 
because of the hiatus 
between Lynn Campbell’s 
departure for Weston and 
the arrival of a new 
Family/Youth minister.   

Building-related capital 
items continue to present 
challenges.  Most recently, 
the Property Committee 
determined that a significant 
repair to, or replacement of, 
the boiler will be required.  
The Vestry has authorized 
the church to apply for funds 
from the Diocese’s ‘Green 
Loan’ program should that 
be warranted.  

Thank you for your 
continuing generosity 
toward the mission and 
ministry of Christ Church.  
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1132 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02494 
781- 444-1469 
www.ccneedham.org 

The Visitor is the newsletter for and about 
members and friends of Christ Episcopal 
Church in Needham, MA.  Story ideas, 
written articles and photos with captions 
are encouraged and greatly appreciated. 
All efforts will be made to include 
submissions received on or before the 
deadline date. The Visitor staff reserves the 
right to edit articles when space is limited. 

All submissions, including digital 
photography, should be e-mailed to The 
Visitor editors, Harding Ounanian, Jr. at 
hardingo@verizon.net and Donna Vello at 
donna.vello@gmail.com. To view The 
Visitor in color, visit ccneedham.org and 
click on quick link. 

 

The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector 
nick@ccneedham.org 
 
Pamela Goody, Music Director 
pamela.goody@ccneedham.org 
 
Kathleen Ganz, Parish Administrator 
office@ccneedham.org 
 
Charles W. Raines, Organist 
 
Bari Weiss, Controller 
control@ccneedham.org 
 
Michael Beagan, Sexton 
facilities@ccneedham.org 
 

 

Liz Dennett & Rich Gatto, Wardens 
Duncan Allen, Treasurer 
Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer 
David Carnahan, Clerk 
 

 

Myra Anderson 
Bob Begin 
Julie Bullard 
Kimberly Conrad 
Lee Eichelberger 
Dusty Hecker 
Stan Hitron 
Brian Horrigan 
David Keener 
Jeff Murphy 
Ellen Volpe 
Ellie Wainwright 

September  4  – Sunday  
9:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
 
September 5- Monday 
Labor  Day – Office closed 
 
September 6 - Tuesday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Property Meeting 
7:00pm  Worship & Arts Team Meeting 
 
September 8—Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 
September 10 - Saturday 
5:00-8:30pm Parish Cookout 
 
September 11 –Sunday  
Fall Schedule Starts 
Church School Registration 
Ministry Fair (after each service) 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:00am Shelter Cooking 
9:30am Childcare  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
 
September 12- Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
MANNA lunch - Cathedral 
 
September 13 - Tuesday 
9:30am Pastoral Response Ministry 
7:00pm Finance Meeting  
 
September 15—Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
September 16-18 
Cuttyhunk Men’s Retreat 
 

September 18 — Sunday  
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School Starts 
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
 
September 19- Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
 
September 20 - Tuesday 
7:00pm Vestry Meeting 
 
September 21—Wednesday 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study 
12:00noon  Noonday prayer 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study 
 
September 22—Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 
September 25 –Sunday 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:30am Childcare  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
 
September 26- Monday 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
 
September 28—Wednesday 
10:00am  Morning Bible Study 
12:00noon  Noonday prayer 
7:00pm  Evening Bible Study 
 
September 29—Thursday 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

Christ Church members participating in the trip were Barbara 
Murphy, Drew Murphy, Margaret Pantridge and Nathaniel King. 
Holly Hartman, former Christ Church deacon and longtime Haiti 
activist, co-led the trip with Barbara. Holly speaks Creolo and 
helped the visitors attain a deeper understanding of Haitian 
culture. For the first time, a member of St. Paul’s Church in 
Newton Highlands–Kyrah Rodriguez– participated as a possible 
first step in creating a three-way partnership. Rounding out the 
group were veterinarian Christine Adreani, DVM, a Needham native 
now living in West Roxbury, and her colleague, veterinary 
technician and Haiti native Cesaire Gai of Roselle, New Jersey.   
 

(see ccneedham.org for more information) 


