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 A View from 30,000 Feet 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

There is an expression I like to use 
about the transition that takes place 
in our household during the fall—“it 
takes a while to get the plane in the 
air.” The boarding of the passengers, 
the provisioning of the galley; the 
loading of the luggage; the 
preparation of the cabin; the filling 
of the fuel tanks, the checking of the 
safety mechanisms and navigational 
instruments; and so forth—all of this 
referring to the energy and effort to 
get the plane – and in the analogy, 
the household—aloft and headed 
toward its intended destination. In 
the household, the intended 
destination is a healthy productive, 
purposeful routine that allows us to 
do the work, and play, that God has 
given us to do, in a relatively sane 
and fruitful way. The ascent takes a 
tremendous amount of energy, but 
once the cruising altitude is reached, 
the fun can begin. 
 

At Christ Church, the plane is aloft.  
Our core activities that embody love 
of God and neighbor – worship and 
music; formation of children; youth 
and adults; pastoral care for all ages; 
hospitality; outreach to those in 
need locally and farther afield; the 
upkeep of our property —are flying. 
 

Listen, Discover, Proclaim 
 

Now we attend to another important 
aspect of the flight of this parish: 
discerning our preferred direction. 

We have been partnering with Kairos 
Associates to help us in this critical 
work. Thank you to all who filled out 
surveys (182 of you!), to those who 
have made room in their schedules 
for interviews, to those of you who 
will attend one or more of the 
Community Engagement Panels 
(more about those on page four). 
Thank you especially to the Listening 
Team of Barbara Murphy, Harding 
Ounanian, Jr., and Ellen Volpe, who 
with the assistance of Christine 
Ruddy and Lynn Campbell have 
thoughtfully and tirelessly guided 
this endeavor.  The congregation will 
receive the Kairos Report and 
possibilities for next steps on Sunday 
morning, December 13. I continue to 
be energized by the promise and 
potential that lie before us as we 
openheartedly engage in this listen 
and discover process. I believe God 
has made us for hope and healing, 
and we have the privilege of working 
with the Holy Spirit and one another 
to decide what kind of hope and 
healing we will offer to God’s world. 
How will Christ Church, Needham, 
follow Jesus? 
 

Parish Elections 
 

The elected leadership of the parish 
will have a great impact on how the 
parish decides to follow Jesus as we 
take to heart what we hear in the 
Kairos report. To that end, I urge the 
congregation to be prayerfully 
thinking about whom in the parish 

might serve 
well in 
elected 
leadership.  
Be on the 
lookout for 
members 
who are 
active in 
some aspect 
of parish life. 
Be noticing those who seem to have 
the potential to join their energy and 
vision to the larger vision of the 
Vestry. Be mindful of those who 
might be willing to connect with the 
parish as visible leaders and 
shepherds. Elected leadership is a 
wonderful opportunity to work with 
clergy, staff, and Vestry to help craft 
and implement a vision for the 
future of Christ Church at an exciting 
time in the life of the congregation. 
It is also a chance to connect with 
the larger life of the Diocese as it, 
too, undergoes a discernment 
process for its future. Nomination 
forms are available in Upper Parish 
Hall or you can email Election 
Committee chair Bill Hagar through 
the office at office@ccneedham.org 
with your choices (after consulting 
with your choices first!) 
 

I thank God for the opportunity to 
serve with you in this place. 
 

Faithfully, 

Nick+ 

The Rev. Nicholas  
Morris-Kliment, Rector 

mailto:office@ccneedham.org
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 Time, Talent and Presence  
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

While the “treasure” portion of Christ 
Church’s annual Stewardship 
Campaign is postponed while we 
focus on the Listening and Discovery 
effort, we can still talk about the 
others aspects of Stewardship: Time, 

Talent and Presence. Giving your Time and Talents 
make Christ Church the community and faith 
experience you love.  
 

While many parishioners actively engage in our many 
outreach ministries, there is always room for more. 
These are fun and extremely rewarding. Now, consider 
some of the other opportunities that at first look do 
not seem as fun and rewarding: teaching church 
school, Altar Guild, chairing an event such as the 
Holiday Gift Shop, or running for Vestry. All of these 
are parts of what makes Christ Church what it is. Each 
of these needs our congregation’s support and 
involvement. When we began our search for a new 
rector a couple of years ago, we reminded ourselves, 
that we are the Church. Now that we have a rector, the 
truth remains, we still are the church. Please, 
volunteer or say “yes” when asked. Your community 
engagement and your spiritual journey will be enriched 
by your active participation. As we have said before, 
your contribution of time and talents is more than 
rewarded by the experience you get. 
 

This year we also mention presence as part of 
stewardship. We can only experience the gift of 
community by being present in it. Try something new 
this year, such as attending a special holiday service of 
a musical event at the Christ Church. Please review the 
weekly updates, the weekly bulletin and yes, the 
Visitor to see what is happening at the Church. We are 
certain that your curiosity to try something new will 
lead to a fun and enjoyable time at Christ Church. 
 

Finally, please attend one of the Community 
Engagement Panels that are part of our Listening and 
Discovery effort. This is an opportunity to hear from a 
cross section of  representatives from Needham about 
how we can work together to fulfill Christ’s mission on 
earth. These discussions are scheduled for Sundays, 
November 15 & 22 at 11:45am, and Tuesday, 
December 1, at 7pm. Please see page four for more 
information.  
 

Stewardship season is also harvest season, and our 
annual season of thanksgiving. As we approach our day 
of national thanksgiving, we should all rejoice in the 
gifts we have been given by God. We wish you all a 
wonderful Thanksgiving with your 
families and friends enjoying and 
appreciating each other.  
 

 Peace and love, 

Joe Leghorn & Liz Dennett, 

Wardens 

The Rt. Rev. Michael Bruce Curry Installed! 
27th Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church  

Nick was able to have a word and a photo with the Most. Rev. Michael 
Curry, the new presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, at the annual 
Yale Divinity School Convocation on October 22. Bishop Curry was a 
featured (and outstanding) preacher, as well as an alumni award 
recipient. Both Nick and Bishop Curry are graduates of Yale 
Divinity School. Bishop Curry was installed as Presiding Bishop at 
a festive service at the Washington National Cathedral on 
November 1, All Saints Day. Coverage of the service, including a 
video of his sermon, can be found at  http://
episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2015/11/01/curry-installed-at-
27th-presiding-bishop-and-episcopal-church-primate/  

http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2015/11/01/curry-installed-at-27th-presiding-bishop-and-episcopal-church-primate
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2015/11/01/curry-installed-at-27th-presiding-bishop-and-episcopal-church-primate
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2015/11/01/curry-installed-at-27th-presiding-bishop-and-episcopal-church-primate
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 Counting our Blessings! Pam Goody, Music Director 

Dear Christ Church Family, 
 

It seems we just started the church 
year, but here it is November 
already!  Time flies when you spend 
it with friends and family.  In 
November, we turn our attentions to 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  We 
travel great distances to be with 
friends and family.  Coming together 
in celebration is important, as it knits 
us together as one.  The festivities 

abound with food, fellowship and music.   
 

At Christ Church, we gather each week in worship as a 
community.  We bond through the spoken word, prayers, 
ministries (deeds), and music.  We are blessed to have so 
many who share their music ministry with us.  This season 
we will enjoy a veritable cornucopia of music.  Choir is 
preparing a wide variety of music to satisfy your soul’s 
need for enrichment. 
 

Here is a sampling of what’s in store for November’s 
musical offerings:  You will be hearing our new section 
leaders sing solos.  Evelyn Griffin, soprano, will sing “Panis 
Angelicus by Cesar Franck.  Matthew Corcoran, tenor, will 
sing “On the Other Shore” by Steven Kohn.  Stephanie 
Zuluaga, mezzo-soprano, will sing “O Rest in the Lord” by 
Mendelssohn. 
 

On November 22, we celebrate Christ the King Sunday and 
Thanksgiving Sunday.  The choir’s anthem will be “The Last 
Words of David” by Randall Thompson.  This is a 
magnificent piece of music literature.  What would 
Thanksgiving be without “We Gather Together?” 
 

Advent begins on November 29.  The choir will sing 
Palestrina’s “I Look From Afar,” arranged by Richard 
Shephard.  Another favorite, there is nothing better to 
usher in Advent than “Sleepers Wake!” otherwise known 
as “Wachet auf!” 
 

December this year has new musical events that have 
never been done before.  The choir and I are very excited 
about a new project, in the form of an afternoon concert 
on December 20.  You can take a sneak peak at our 
upcoming December calendar, but I’ll keep the details 
under wraps until December’s Visitor. 
 

It is at Thanksgiving that we name aloud 
our blessings.  You, dear Christ Church 
family, are a blessing.  Thank you for 
your support, your love, and your 
ministries throughout the year. 

Peace,  Pam 

Sunday, November 22—Christ the King Sunday—
Thanksgiving Sunday 
Choir’s Anthem: “The Last Words of David” by Randall 
Thompson 
 

Sunday, November 29—ADVENT 1 
Choir’s Anthems: “I Look From Afar” by Palestrina/arr. 
Richard Shephard; “Sleepers, Wake!” Wachet auf 
 

Sunday, December 13—Annual ‘Messiah’ Sing 
3:00pm at Carter Memorial United Methodist Church, 
800 Highland Ave, Needham. (Bring your own score or 
borrow one at the door.) 
 

Sunday, December 20—Choral Concert at Christ 
Church: The Christmas Truce of WW1 (1914) Choir and 
audience participation 
 

Thursday, December 24—Christmas Eve 
4:00pm Family Service 
9:30pm Christmas Presentation/Congregation sings 
carols 
10:00pm Eucharist Service 
 

Friday, December 25—Christmas Day 
9:00am  Chapel Service 
 

Sunday, January 3 
Christmas Lessons and Carols 10:00am Service 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

On Sunday, November 
1st, at the 10am 

service, we welcomed 
six new babies into our 

community through the 
sacrament of baptism. 

 

 

Welcome to: 
Kimberly Ann Auffermann 

Theodore Brandon Gilbert 

Anthony Anderson Guerriere 

Ryan Thomas Kaczorowski 

Maya Notis McConarty 

Grace Susan O’Connell 
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 Opportunities to gather, share, serve and grow in faith 

Community Discussion Panels 
Begin Sunday, November 15 

 

An integral component of the Missional Assessment Profile 
(MAP) are a series of Community Discussion panels which will 
be taking place over the next several weeks. We have invited 
key members of the Needham civic and business communities 
to share their thoughts on a series of pre-issued questions that 
will help us reflect on our work, assess the impact of our 
mission and claim our future. Phil Bergen and Rich Gatto have 
agreed to moderate two of the discussions. The discussion 
schedule thus far: 
 

Sunday, November 15 at 11:45am 
 

Paul Dumouchel, Asst. Executive Director,  
Needham Housing Authority 

Timothy McDonald, Director, Needham Dept. of Public Health 
Louise Condon, Condon Realty 

Phil Robey, Needham Exchange Club 
Sandy Robinson, Executive Director,  

Needham Community Council 
 

Sunday, November 22 at 11:45am 
 

Alyssa Kence, Community Relations, BID-Needham  
Tom Denton, Director, Needham High School Guidance 

Denise Garlick, State Representative 
Jamie Gutner, Director, Council on Aging (possibly attending) 

 

Tuesday, December 1 at 7:00pm 
 

Carol Read, Program Director  
Needham Coalition for Youth Substance Abuse Prevention 

Beth Wells, Needham Cultural Council 
John Dennis, Needham Fire Chief 

Phil Droney, Needham Police Chief 
Kate Fitzpatrick, Needham Town Manager 

Ann McFate, Needham Library Director 
 

Each discussion will take place in Fellowship Hall, consist of 
four to five members and last about 75 minutes. We invite 
parishioners to sit in and observe any or all of the panels and 
receive a first-hand look at some of the major issues and 
challenges these individuals see impacting the Needham 
community and how Christ Church might assist. 

 

We hope you will be able to attend! 
 

Harding Ounanian, Jr. & Christine Ruddy 

St. Nicholas Shoe Drive 
To Benefit Circle of Hope  

 

November 15th - December 6th 
 

In honor of St. Nicholas Day on December 
6th, Christ Episcopal Church is sponsoring a 
shoe drive to benefit Circle of Hope. We are 
collecting new winter boots and sneakers, 
especially in toddler and children’s sizes. 
 

Donations can be dropped in the “shoe 
box” located in the Upper Parish Hall of 
Christ Episcopal Church off Rosemary Street 
from 9am-3pm Monday-Friday, OR at Circle 
of Hope, 65 Rosemary St, during drop off 
hours (Monday 9am-10am, Tuesday 4pm-
5pm, Wednesday 9am-10am & 3pm-4pm, 
Thursday 10am-11:30am, Saturday 9am-
11am and on Tuesday, December 1, 12pm-
1pm & from 5pm-7pm). 
 

*St. Nicholas was a 4th Century bishop 
known for distributing gifts and monies in 
the shoes of people who needed it most. 
Today, we find the need to provide the 
shoes themselves to families in our greater 
community who need a helping hand to get 
back on their feet. 
 

*Circle of Hope is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to serving people in need. Their 
mission is to promote the dignity and well 
being of people when they need it most. 
www.circleofhopeonline.org 

http://www.circleofhopeonline.org/
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 Opportunities to gather, share, serve and grow in faith 

 – SAVE THE DATE –  
CHRIST CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARY,  

DECEMBER 12 
 

This year’s parish holiday party is planned for Saturday, 
December 12, from 6:00pm to 9:00pm.  Please come for the all 
the merriment (memorable surprise live entertainment) or just 
stop by to join in for a while.  There will be refreshments and a 
cash bar (attendance will be limited to those 21 years or 
older).   Volunteers are asked to bring desserts or either hot or 
cold hors d’oeuvres.  We are offering transportation to and from 
the party for those who are not able to make it on their own; 
please contact Kathy Ganz (our parish administrator) at the 
church office if you would like to take advantage of this.  A great 
chance to catch up with folks and have fun together. 

 
The Giving Tree 2015 

While we are still enjoying the colors of Fall, Christmas is fast approaching and so we are putting 
our thoughts on Christmas and the Christ Church Annual Giving Tree. Christmas falls on a Friday 
this year. The agencies we serve would like to have our offering of gifts to the recipients by 
Monday, December 14th. 
 
The Giving Tree will be up the first Sunday of Advent, November 29th, giving us  just two 
Sundays to have all the gifts returned by Sunday December 13th! 
 

BUT, you don't have to wait to start collecting items for some of the gifts! 
 
Women's Winter Care Packages: We will be doing the Women's Winter Care Packages again. 
These are bags for the women living at Shepherd House, a program for women in recovery run 
by Victory Programs. The items we include in each bag are: hat, scarf, gloves or mittens, 
toothpaste and toothbrush, lip gloss, body/hand lotion and shampoo. You may add anything 
else to the bag (lipstick, night gown, jewelry, etc.) that you wish, including a note of 
encouragement to the woman who receives the bag. All are greatly appreciated! 
 
Gifts for Children: We will be doing gifts for the children of the women living at Shepherd 
House and those tags will be on The Giving Tree starting December 6th and will need to 
be returned one week later, by Sunday, December 13th. 
 
Gift Cards for Women at Transition House: We will also again be making gifts to Transition 
House, a battered women's shelter in Cambridge. We will be collecting $25 gift cards to Target. 
We had 70 cards  last year and will likely need about the same number of cards this year. 
 

Please start to gather items for your  
Women's Winter Package and Target Gift Cards! 

If you have any 
questions feel free to 

contact one of the Giving 
Tree Team Members: 

 

Mandy Mulliez: 
mandysjm@hotmail.com 

 

Alyssa Kence: 
akence@hotmail.com 

 

Donna Vello: 
donna.vello@gmail.com  

or 617-584-2939 
 

Harding Ounanian, Jr.: 
hardingo@verizon.net 
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Holiday Gift Shop...December 6th!  

 It’s almost time for the annual Holiday Gift Shop, a wonderful gathering 
and time to get some of your shopping done while supporting the church 
at that same time. The Holiday Gift Shop will take place on Sunday, 
December 6th right after the 10am service. The first 45 minutes of the 
“shop” is open to Christ Church parishioners before opening the doors to 
the general public. This is an important fundraiser which helps support 
the programs of the church. Please spread the word to family and friends 
to help make this event a great success. Please note the changes in tables 
that are noted below. Your help would be greatly appreciated. Please 
contact Lynn Campbell to offer your help.  Join in the fun! 

Please contact 
the table chair to 
offer your help. 

 

Many hands… 

New To You…if you don’t  
want it …donate it! 

 

Are you are going through your basement, 
attic or living room and wondering what to do 
with the items that you no longer use? Did 
you receive a gift that is just not right for you? 
Please consider donating them to Church for 
the 2015 Fair.  The craft table is introducing 
a New to You section.   We are looking for re-
gifts, holiday decorations, household items, 
anything in good condition that can be 
sold.  Please set them aside for us, or give us a 
call and we will arrange to pick them up.  Are 
you creative- would you like to donate a 
wrapped theme gift basket?  They look 
beautiful on the table and are big sellers. 
 

Knitters:  If you would like to donate any 
knitting, please contact us.  The bestselling 
items are mittens, scarves, hats and baby 
items. 
 

Contact Jane Lane or Kim Rutherford with 
questions and we look forward to having a fun 
table at the Holiday Gift Shop! 
 

Kim: k-rutherford@ti.com or 781-461-1361  
Jane  janeblane@yahoo.com 

Hand Decorated Holiday Greens Table 
Order by Sunday, November 26!!  

 

This year we are taking pre-orders for Kissing 
Balls, Boxwood Trees, and Candle Rings.  
 

Orders will be taken at Coffee Hours until 
November 26th or by emailing to Winnie West at 
wawest1@verizon.net or Barbara Brailey at 
bebrailey@verizon.net.  
 
$35.  Candle Rings—Decorated red, silver, gold or natural 
$35.  Kissing Balls—Decorated red, silver, gold or natural 
$38.  Boxwood Trees—Decorated red, silver, gold or natural  

 

These items must be ordered by  
November 26th! Place your order by 
emailing to Winnie or Barbara or at 
Coffee Hour. 

 
On the day of the Holiday Gift Shop there also 
will be green arrangements for sale. Please join 
us on Sunday, December 6th to purchase 
personally made items. Plan to pick up a piece to 
bring to a party for a gift or to adorn your own 
home.  

Holiday Greens/Table Decorations: Winnie West, wawest1@verizon.net 
Jewelry: Connie Barr, csbarr@comcast.net 

Potted Bulbs: Joanne Neale, jmneale@gmail.com 
Knitting and “New to You”: Kim Rutherford, k-rutherford@ti.com 

Pizza/drinks: Youth Group, Bob Keener, bobknr@gmail.com 
Baked Goods: Ellie Wainwright, wainwright4@verizon.net 

NEEDED HELP: 
 

One to two people to coordinate 
and communicate with the table 

heads and sexton. 
 

Four people to help with clean up. 
 

Four Admission People to help at 
the doors.  

mailto:k-rutherford@ti.com
tel:781-461-1361
mailto:janeblane@yahoo.com
mailto:wawest1@verizon.net
mailto:bebrailey@verizon.net
mailto:wawest1@verizon.net
mailto:csbarr@comcast.net
mailto:jmneale@gmail.com
mailto:k-rutherford@ti.com
mailto:wainwright4@verizon.net
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On a sunny Saturday in October our generous 
friends at Parent Talk said, “Come on over!”  
Circle of Hope volunteer and parishioner, Lisa 
Mancino, answered the call.  She led the 
charge, swooped in at the end of their sale, 
and bagged up children’s clothes, shoes, and 
coats to bring back to Circle of Hope.  Christ 
Church is the host site for Parent Talk and 
allowed us to store this bounty of children's 
treasure until our corps of volunteers could 
haul it across the driveway to Circle of Hope. 
Lisa collected enough clothes for more than 
60 children who are homeless, as well as 
sturdy shoes and warm boots for more than 
40 children.  Liza d’Hemecourt, Community 
Relations Coordinator for Parent Talk, sealed 
the deal with these words of kindness, “Circle 
of Hope is such an asset to the community at 
large.”  Thank you to Lisa and our generous 
neighbors at Parent Talk.  

Parent Talk donates clothing for 
more than 60 homeless children  

Drop-off hours 
  
Monday 
9:00am - 10:00am 
 

Tuesday 
4:00pm - 5:00pm 
 

Wednesday 
9:00am - 10:00am & 
3:00pm - 4:00pm 
 

Thursday 
10:00am - 11:30am 
 

Saturday 
9:00am - 11:00am 

 Circle of Hope...Bagging a Bounty for Kids  

 
Confirmation Students’ Clothing Drive—December 6th!  

On the weekend of December 11-12, Confirmation students will participate in 
City Reach, an overnight service and educational program facilitated by 
Ecclesia Ministry in Boston. We will learn about homelessness from those who 
are experiencing it, will prepare and serve a meal and distribute clothes to 
those in need. But we need YOUR help! 
 

The Confirmation class is collecting clothes and other items that are in great 
need. Please reach out to family and friends. Keep in mind most of the guests 
will be men requiring large sizes.  Here is what is needed: 
 

 All kinds of carrying cases such as backpacks, tote bags, fanny packs, 
small suitcases with wheels 

 Travel-size toiletries such as soap, shampoo, deodorant, lotion, 
Chapstick, toothpaste, toothbrush 

 New white socks and underwear 

 Sleeping bags & blankets (clean and in good condition) 
 USED CLOTHING, including: warm coats, sweatshirts and sweat 

pants (especially hooded sweatshirts), sweaters, t-shirts, long-
sleeve shirts, jeans, khakis and other casual pants (80% for men), 
waterproof boots, comfortable shoes, and sneakers, hats, waterproof 
gloves, coats, belts 

Please leave your items in 
the box in Upper Parish Hall 
by Sunday, December 6th. 
We gratefully appreciate 
any items you can donate 
to help us fill this need!  
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The new solar system is installed and generating 
power!  We don’t yet have the monitoring system up 
and running to gather the data on the new system, but 
that should be in place very soon.  For the existing 
system, the church’s solar panels generated 3,623 kwh 
of electricity in the month of October.  The church 
saved about $307 for the month by having the existing 
system.  To date for the year, the savings from that 
system have been about $3,063.  

Christ Church’s Comptroller and Treasurer are looking for a qualified CPA to volunteer to 
help us meet a requirement that we need to meet for the 2015 diocesan audit: setting us up 
to book net investment activity.  This should be a ‘once-only’ event, but if the volunteer 
would be willing to help us out from time to time on other tasks, we would be 
delighted to hear that.   
 

If you or someone you know would be willing to help out, please contact 
Duncan Allen at (d2allen@ibigroup.com) or Bari Weiss at the church office at 
781-444-1469.  

 

Longwood Opera 

Presents 
 

Madame 

Butterfly! 
 

Friday 
November 6 

8pm 
 

Sunday 
November 8 at 

2:30pm 
Fellowship Hall 

Sol Kim Bentley as Longwood Opera’s 
Madame Butterfly  

Madame Butterfly Cast members  
(l to r): Lyra Kim Bentley as Sorrow, Sol 
Kim Bentley as Cio-Cio San (Madame 

Butterfly), and Amy Mitchell as Suzuki  

Madame Butterfly comes to Fellowship Hall 

 
Are you a CPA?  

mailto:d2allen@ibigroup.com
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 “A Human Rights-Based Approach to 
Community Development.” 

In October, I had the amazing privilege 
of spending a week with Foundation 
Cristosal in El Salvador as part of the 
delegation from the Diocese of 
Massachusetts. Our week-long course, 
with students from Massachusetts and 
San Salvador, was entitled “A Human 
Rights-Based Approach to Community 
Development.”  I will admit that 
before the course I had almost no idea 
what that meant. There is so much I 
want to share about this experience 
and because of limited space in the 
Visitor, I will do it in two parts. Here I 
will speak to what I learned about an 
effective form of community 
development. Next month I will talk 
about the historical influence of 
churches and religious leaders as well 
as their capacity to be a part of 
building a better future in El Salvador 
and beyond. This only addresses a 
small segment of the work of Cristosal.  
I encourage you to spend some time 
on their website: http://cristosal.org. 
 

El Salvador is the smallest and most 
densely populated country in Central 
America and has a long and 
complicated history of severe 
repression and horrific violence, too 
much to get into in this article. It is 
important to note, however, that 
throughout the 1980s El Salvador 
suffered a brutal civil war fought 
between the military led-government 
and guerilla groups tired of the 
repression and injustice. The war 
fueled mostly but the gross 
inequalities that existed between the 
small group of wealthy elite who 
controlled the government and the 
economy, and the powerless majority 

of the population who lived in abject 
poverty. During the 12-year conflict, 
an unknown number of people 
“disappeared” and more than 75,000 
were killed. The majority of the deaths 
were the poor. Sometimes entire 
villages were killed such as in the El 
Mazote Massacre in 1981 in which the 
Salvadorian Army killed more than 800 
civilians. We visited the Monument of 
Truth and Memory which was erected 
in honor of those who were killed or 
disappeared during the civil war. It 
was overwhelming to see name after 
name of women, men, and children 
who were violently murdered by the 
military. Although the war officially 
ended in 1992 with the Peace Accords, 
no justice was served. The 
perpetrators of these awful crimes 
against humanity were not 
prosecuted. El Salvador is a beautiful 
country with many thoughtful, brave, 
committed people, but the problem of 
gang violence and extreme poverty 
remain major issues. 
 

It is in this context that Foundation 
Cristosal, a human rights organization, 
was established with the help of the 
Episcopal Church. Its mission is to 
strengthen the ability of the poor to 
act for justice and development, as 
human beings with inherent dignity, 
and as equal citizens in a democratic 
society. In this way they become 
architects and owners of their own 
development process rather than 
recipients of charity. This allows for a 
greater or more sustainable balance of 
power. Their approach is grounded in 
the truth that we all have basic human 
rights that are given to us by God and 

agreed on in the United Nations 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(which I would encourage you to 
read). Both the US and El Salvador are 
signers on this Declaration. Cristosal 
works with local, church, and 
government leaders to achieve 
development goals by defending 
human rights and empowering 
Salvadorans with the skills and 
resources to improve the quality of life 
in their communities. The goals of 
each community are set by that 
community, not by outside 
organizations coming in meaning to do 
well but not knowing the local context. 
We participated in a few of the 
workshops for local leaders. Some 
learned for the first time that they 
actually have rights to things such as 
clean water and a good education. 
Together we learned methods for 
“diagnosing” the issues in a 
community, naming the resources 
available in the community, bringing 
the community together to be agents 
of actions, and discovering how to 
work with the government to ensure 
these human rights are met. Cristosal 
walks with and assists the leaders as 
they put these learnings into practice 
in their own communities. We visited 
one such community, Santa Lucia, 
whose leaders have received the 4-
month long training and are now 
exercising their new skills. As a 
community they decided they needed 
to address the contaminated river that 
runs through their village. The water 
of this village holds their waste as well 
as the waste from the towns above. It 
is also the water used for drinking and 

(Continued on page ten) 

By The Rev.Lynn Campbell,  

Assistant Rector 
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 “A Human Rights-Based Approach to Community Development.”  
(Continued from page nine) 

bathing. As you can imagine, many become sick and even 
die from the bacteria they ingest. After deciding to focus 
on this issue, they held a “town meeting” and invited the 
government official for environmental issues and 
providing clean water. We were present for this meeting, 
outside under the shade of some trees, in which the 
community shared their concerns with the official. The 
community then led all of us on a tour to see the water. 
The smell and the sight were awful. There was trash and 
waste everywhere you looked. Cristosal will continue to 
work with Santa Lucia as they collaborate with the 
government to gain access to garbage pick-up (a 
responsibility of the government) and clean water. In this 
process Cristosal will help strengthen this community and 
the capacity of the government so they can continue to 
work together to build a more just society.  
 

Many wonder why Cristosal doesn’t just go in, clean up 
the trash, and build wells for clean water. That is how 
many organizations would address the problem. But 
providing direct aid in situations such as this, contributes 
to maintaining an unjust system and takes the 

responsibility away from the government. Instead, 
Cristosal takes their donations and builds capacity for 
long term impact in many different communities and in 
the government as a whole. It is a development model 
that, in the words of our Baptismal Covenant, “strive(s) 
for justice and peace among all people, and respect(s) 
the dignity of every human being” 
 

This experience has me reflecting on our wonderful 
ministry in Haiti. Haiti is a different context and the 
government is not in the same place as it is in El Salvador. 
But my hunch is there is something we can learn from a 
human rights based approach to community 
development that will inform how we are in relationship 
with our sisters and brothers in Haiti. I look forward to 
having conversations with parishioners and others who 
are interested in ways to engage in the work of 
community development that builds capacity rather than 
dependence.  
 

Blessings,  

     Lynn + 

Congratulations and Thank You to Don Brock! This past October a crowd of 
former soccer players, coaches and fans gathered for the unveiling of a new 
scoreboard and to pay tribute to Don for all his successful efforts that created 
the soccer program in Needham! Don began the Needham High soccer program 
in the 1960s and has been the head coach all these years until his retirement 
last spring. The scoreboard which bears Don’s name, was funded by donations 
which Don has solicited over the years during alumni games which he ran. 
Thanks Don for all you do and have done to develop the best soccer program 
around and to support youth in Needham!  Photo by Josh Perry, with permission 

 News from the Pews... 
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  November  Ca l endar  

November 1—Sunday 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School  
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

November 2 
     10:00am  Knitting 
     3:00pm  Study Buddies 
 

November 3 
     9:30am  PRM 
     11:00am  Staff Meeting 
     7:00pm  Property 
 

November 4 
     10:00am  Bible Study 
     Noon  Holy Eucharist 
     3:00pm  Study Buddies 
 

November 5 
     3:00pm  Study Buddies 
     7:00pm  Choir 
 

November 6 
     8pm Longwood Opera 
 

November 8—Sunday 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     8:00am  Shelter Cooking 
     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School  
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     11:45am Vestry Meeting 
     2:30pm Longwood Opera 
 

November 9 
     10:00am  Monday Lunch 
     3:00pm  Study Buddies 
 

 

November 10 
     9:30am  PRM 
     11:00am  Staff Meeting 
     7:00pm  Finance 
 

November 11-Veterans Day 
Office Closed 
 

November 12 
     3:00pm  Study Buddies 
     7:00pm  Choir 
November 14 
     Diocesan Convention 
 

November 15—Sunday 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School  
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     11:45am Community                                      
         Discussion Panel 
     3:00pm Pie Making at Church    
     of Our Savior, Brookline   

 

November 16 
     3:00pm  Study Buddies 
 

November 17 
     9:30am  PRM 
     11:00am  Staff Meeting 
     7:00pm  Vestry 
 

November 18 
     10:00 am  Bible Study 
     Noon  Holy Eucharist 
     3:00pm  Study Buddies 
 

November 19 
     3:00pm  Study Buddies 
     7:00 pm  Choir 
 

November 22—Sunday   
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School  
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     11:45am Community                                      
         Discussion Panel 
     3:00pm Interfaith Town 
 Thanksgiving Service at 
 First Parish Unitarian 
     4:30pm  Acolyte Training 
     5:30pm  7:30pm  Youth Group 
 

November 23 
     3:00pm  Study Buddies 
 

November 24 
     9:30am  PRM 
     11:00am  Staff Meeting 
 

November 25  
     Office closes at noon— 
     No Holy Eucharist 
 

November 26-Thanksgiving 
     Office Closed 
 

November 29—Sunday-Advent I  
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     11:15 Advent Wreath Making 

GIVING TREE TAGS AVAILABLE 
 

November 30 
     3:00pm  Study Buddies 
 

December 1 
     7:00pm Community                                      
       Discussion Panel 

A PRAYER FOR DISCERNMENT:  

LISTEN – DISCOVER – PROCLAIM 
 

Good and gracious God, Source of all love, giver of all 
wisdom: we thank you for the life of Christ Church: who we 
have been, who we are, who we are yet to be; and for the 
life-giving ministries you have entrusted to us. Bless us as 
we begin a journey seeking a renewed and renewing vision 
for our parish. Help us to speak and listen gracefully to You 
and one another, and to discover deeper clarity of purpose; 
that we may joyfully proclaim a mission that brings Your 
hope and healing to our parish, our communities, and the 
world beyond. We pray this in Christ’s name.  Amen 
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The Visitor is the monthly/bi-monthly newsletter  
for and about members and friends of Christ Episcopal 
Church in Needham, MA.  Story ideas, written articles 
and photos with captions are encouraged and greatly 
appreciated. All efforts will be made to include  
submissions received on or before the deadline date. 
The Visitor staff reserves the right to edit articles when 
space is limited. 
 

All submissions, including digital photography, should 
be e-mailed to The Visitor editors, Harding Ounanian, Jr. 
at hardingo@verizon.net and Donna Vello at 
donna.vello@gmail.com. To view The Visitor in color, 
visit ccneedham.org and click on quick link. 
 

Deadline for the December issue of the 
Visitor is Sunday, November 22nd.  

Clergy and Staff 
 

The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector    nick@ccneedham.org 

The Rev. Lynn M. Campbell, Assistant Rector    lynn@ccneedham.org 

Pamela Goody, Music Director     pamela.goody@ccneedham.org 

Kathleen Ganz, Parish Administrator     office@ccneedham.org 

Charles W. Raines, Organist      

Bari Weiss, Controller      control@ccneedham.org 

Michael Beagan, Sexton      office@ccneedham.org 
 

Officers 
 

Joe Leghorn & Liz Dennett, Wardens 
Duncan Allen, Treasurer • Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer 

David Carnahan, Clerk 
 

Vestry 
 

Myra Anderson •  Lee Eichelberger • Rich Gatto   

Dusty Hecker • Stan Hitron • Brian Horrigan • Chris Jensen 

 Tim Lysaght • Mary Ann Ryan • Ellen Volpe • Ellie Wainwright 
 

 

Christ Episcopal Church 
 

1132 Highland Avenue • Needham, MA 02494 • 781- 444-1469  
www.ccneedham.org 

The 

Visitor 

The Visitor On-line...at 
ccneedham.org 

 

In our efforts to reduce expenses 
and waste, and be as 
environmentally conscious as 
possible, the Visitor will only be 
snail-mailed to those who request 
it to be mailed. If you would like a 
snail-mail copy, please contact the 
Christ Church office to request one. 
Copies will continue to be mailed 
to those for whom we do not have 
email addresses, or who have 
indicated this preference. 
 

The color version is always 
available on the church website 
(ccneedham.org) or through a link 
on the Friday email blasts.  The 
church office can be reached at 781
-444-1469 or at 
office@ccneedham.org.  

mailto:office@ccneedham.org

