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 Lent: Too Early and Right on Time 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

As we approach our first Lent together, I will confess to 
you: no matter how early or late in the year it comes, 
Lent always feels to me like it comes too soon. This 
year Lent begins on February 18th with the observance 
of Ash Wednesday, as always. 
 

I never feel that I have my “devotional plan” ready. 
What will my “Lenten discipline” be? What will I “take 
on”?  What will I “give up”? Since becoming a priest, 
another layer of anxiety is laid down: What guidance 
will I offer to the parish? How will I help people keep 
what the Prayer Book calls the  “observance of a Holy 
Lent” (p. 265)? 
 

And yet Lent is right on time. 
 

It’s right on time because just as I start to feel overwhelmed, a voice tells 
me to keep it simple.  When you are preparing to go into a wilderness, 
symbolic or otherwise, survival means packing light. And in Lent, we follow 
Jesus into a wilderness that is both unique to each one of us, and universal 
for every one of us  
 

Our wilderness is unique in that each of us is a one-of-a kind creation, knit 
together by God in our mother’s womb (Psalm 139). We all have our 
particular gifts and challenges. Our wilderness engages with the 
configuration of gifts and challenges we alone possess. 
 

Our wilderness is universal in that we all share the same need for love and 
connection and safety, and experience fear, anger and joy.  It is universal 
in that we all have those places where we need to focus on what is most 
essential for our continuing conversion into the likeness of Christ. 
 

Keep it simple. 
 

Lent is not about impressing God or someone else with spiritual 
acrobatics. It’s about stripping away the extraneous to home in on the 
essential. It’s about allowing Jesus to challenge us to go deeper into those 
places inside us that need realignment with God’s purposes for us. 
 

The beauty of the Church year is that we have a built-in rhythm that 
sneaks up on us to remind us of our dependence on God and God’s timing. 
 

Lent is about seeking Life—or more accurately, Life seeking us. 
 

Right on time. 
 

Faithfully, 

      Nick+ 

The Rev. Nicholas  
Morris-Kliment, 

Rector 

"It is time to Stop, Pray,  
Work, Play & Love" 

 

Christ Church will again participate in 
the Lenten video series offered by the 
Society of St. John the Evangelist. 
 

"It is time to Stop, Pray, Work, Play & 
Love": is a Lent 2015 video series and 
accompanying workbook from the 
Brothers of SSJE designed to help 
people with their sense of time, 
achieve balance and embrace Sabbath 
wisdom. 
 

The series asks people to think about 
how they relate to Time in their life 
over five weeks. The series begins on 
Ash Wednesday, February 18th 2015 
and runs through to Palm Sunday.  It is 
organized into three days of 
introduction followed by five week-
long sessions on Stop, Pray, Work, Play 
and Love.  In your e-mail each day, you 
will receive a video, a provocative 
question and a call to reflect either in 
the workbook or via social media. 
 

You can sign up and get the workbook 
on their website at www.ssje.org.  
 

Last year many found it helpful to 
gather throughout Lent to share their 
reflections and learn from others. For 
this reason we will have optional 
gatherings on three Wednesday 
evenings in Lent: 2/25, 3/11, 3/25 
from 6:00pm—7:30pm. Dinner will be 
provided. 
 

Questions? Contact The Rev. Lynn 
Campbell at lynn@ccneedham.org or 

781-444-1469. 

http://www.ssje.org/
mailto:lynn@ccneedham.org
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 “Experiencing CityReach” by Lynn Campbell, Assistant Rector 

This past December 5th-6th I traveled with our 
Confirmation students, along with Stan Hitron and Gail 
Moylan, to Boston to participate in CityReach.  
CityReach is an overnight urban outreach program 
begun in March 1996 for youth from churches of any 
denomination. The program gives these young people 
the opportunity to learn first-hand about homelessness 
from people who have experienced it. There were 
about 100 people at the overnight. Our 20 hours 
together began with the opportunity to hear from the 
CityReach Staff, made up of people who are currently 
homeless or have previously experienced 
homelessness.  
 

That evening, in the rain, our group took a “tour” of 
Boston to see where people sleep and to learn about 
the social service agencies in the area. Our guides 
showed us their outdoor sleeping spots and shared how 
they try to keep warm and dry. The evening ended with 
a prayer service and some time to eat snacks and de-
brief with our church group. We spent the night on the 
floor of a parish hall and woke early 
the next morning to serve a meal and 
hand out clothes, food, and toiletries 
to the over one hundred poor and 
homeless individuals who came 
seeking assistance and a friendly face. 
We ended our CityReach experience 
by sharing what we learned with one 
another. Below you will find excerpts 
from the reflections written about this 
experience by our Confirmation 
students. The Confirmation class 
would like to thank all parishioners 
who graciously helped us collect donated clothing to 

bring to CityReach.   In Christ, Lynn+  
 

Reflection from Kate Phillips: “CityReach was both a 
surprising and important experience. I knew of 
stereotypes about homeless people, but none of them 
were true. I learned that homeless people have all 
different stories, and some are well educated, and have 

gone to college. Another 
thing that stuck out for 
me is their faith. As we 
walked through Boston, I 
was talking to a homeless 
man who liked to sing, as 
do I. I asked him who his 
favorite singer was, and 

he said it was Jesus. The 
homeless talk about God 
and Jesus, and believe that 
no matter what happens, 
God will always be there. I 
think that their faith is a 
big part of what keeps 
them going in rough times. 
CityReach was a profound experience, and I learned a 

lot about others and myself.”  -Kate Phillips 

 
Reflection from Nate Ruddy: “Walking into Boston on 
the Friday night of December 5 opened my eyes to the 
reality of our world. Outside on cold, snowy nights there 
are people fighting for the best spot to sleep. The 
homeless try to keep as little belongings as possible for 
fear they may be stolen and also to keep weight off their 
backs. I was surprised to find that many of them keep a 
positive attitude about life and never lose their faith in 
God. The ones who stick with their beliefs and find work 

have a chance to get off the streets.  On 
the first night I was shocked to find that 
many homeless kids stop going to 
school very early in their lives, and end 
up homeless. In a way, that could end 
up being an endless loop if the kids 
never receive support. The main theme I 
learned that weekend was that no 
matter what background you came 
from or how much you have, anybody 
can be a good Christian. All you have to 
do is give a little to the people that need 

your help.”  -Nate Ruddy 
 

Reflection from Spencer Curran: “What surprised me 
the most at CityReach with the homeless, is how nice 
and normal they were. They were just like me and 
everyone else. They all had interests and some were the 
same as mine. They didn't have raggedy clothes or were 
dirty and smelled bad. They were the total opposite. 
What I learned about myself is that I have to get to 
know people and things more before I can say anything 
about them. What I learned about the homeless is that 
they are you and me with just less stuff that they need. 
My big takeaway from the trip is that I have to have 
knowledge about things before I can label them. I have 

to do that with the homeless.”  -Spencer Curran 
 

 Experiencing City Reach continued on page 3 
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  A Message from our Wardens 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Thank you for your loving support of 
Christ Church. We are a generous 
and supportive community doing 
Christ’s work here on Earth. In spite 
of the awful winter weather, our 
parishioners are ministering to those 
in need in Needham and in the 

greater Boston area. That warms our hearts. If you have 
any warm clothing to spare, in this winter, please bring 
it to the Church so it may warm another of Christ’s 
sheep. 
 

Your newly elected Vestry and returning Vestry are 
turning their attention to how we may preserve and 
improve the facility left to us. In addition, the Vestry will 
be working on a number of projects, including building 
the strength of our faith community. Please let us know 
what moves you and how we can incorporate it into our 
plan as we move forward. From time to time, we will be 
looking for your engagement of time and talent to help 
us. Your Senior Warden avoided active engagement for 
a number of years, but now says that those were 
wasted years. Engagement rewards you beyond what 
you could ever expect. 
 

As we enter the Lenten season, please join the Men’s 
Group in an evening of fellowship at the annual Pancake 
Supper on Shrove Tuesday, February 17.  Also, please 
think about how you can help assist the Auction 
Committee as it plans the May 16, 2015 event. The 
Auction should be a wonderful evening of fun and 
fellowship. Think about bringing friends who are not yet 
part of the Christ Church community. 
 

We are so happy as we begin this new year that we are 
led by our new Rector Nick. We can never adequately 
thank the Search Committee for its wisdom selecting 
Nick as its recommended candidate. Nick and his entire 
family are a gift to Christ Church. We look forward to 
the next year working with Nick as we feed all of 
Christ’s sheep. 
 

Finally, please take care as we deal 
with a challenging winter. Be careful 
and be safe. Remember, spring and 
the season of Resurrection are only 
weeks away. 
 

With love and affection, 
 

Joe Leghorn & Liz Dennett, 

Wardens 

Reflection from Andrew Moylan: “I had a good 
experience at CityReach.  I learned that many people 
who are homeless lost their jobs and couldn’t pay their 
bills so they ended up homeless.  I learned that not all 
homeless people are scary and that they are really just 
nice people who live on the street.  I learned they want 
people to respect them and treat them like regular 
people. I could tell that they were grateful for the 
toiletries we gave them.  It made me feel good that I 
was giving them stuff they needed.  I felt bad that they 
could only take four things.  I also felt bad so many 
people were stuck outside when it was raining.”   

    -Andrew Moylan 
 

Reflection from Cole Lysaght: “At the CityReach 
project, I was surprised to see that the homeless people 
I met were still hopeful that they would get out of this 
mess. I expected them to lose faith after being 
homeless, not gain more faith and hope! I learned that, 
as bad as homelessness is, you can help fix it by giving 
a little more. I always wanted to help the homeless by 

giving them money. In 7th grade, I learned about 
inflation. This sort of crushed by dreams of the money 
thing. But, after CityReach, I have realized, I don’t have 
to give them money, I can just buy the things they need 
for them. This will not cause inflation, but it will cause 

better lives for the homeless.”  -Cole Lysaght 
 

Reflection from Anna Jensen: “I imagined homeless 
people looking dirty, with ripped up clothes, and lost 
teeth. However, that’s not necessarily true. Most of 
what I imagined was just a stereotype. I had an 
opportunity to meet and listen to their stories. I learned 
that they are people like you and me. They just 
experienced troubles in their past or made poor choices 

which led them to become homeless.”  -Anna Jensen 

 Experiencing City Reach continued from page 2 



Page 4   The Visitor February/March 2015 

 

 

  

Dear Christ Church Family, 
 

It is SNOWING big-time!  It seems we 
are in the midst of the Blizzard of 
2015.  Sorry, but I don’t have time 
for a snowstorm; I have plans this 
week.  I have places to go and people 
to see.  I have big plans.  Then an old 
quote comes to mind: ”Man plans 
and God laughs.”  So true.  God had 
other things in mind for us this week.  
We like to think we are in control.  
We pack as many things into a day as 
we can, overbooking ourselves and 
over-stressing ourselves.  We 
constantly plan the future and miss 
the present.  We work ourselves into 
a lather until something makes us 
STOP.  When God forces our hand by 
way of a blizzard, we have no other 
choice but to stop and to surrender.  
Maybe we aren’t as in control of our 
lives as we thought.  Only under 
duress do we allow ourselves the 
luxury of quiet time. 
 

Quiet time indoors for two days can 
be unsettling.  I look out my window, 
trying to memorize the ground 
before the snow completely covers 
it.  It can be sad not being able to see 
the grass.  The sun has gone into 
hiding and the wind is howling.  I’m 

feeling antsy already.  I realize that 
there is nothing I can do but wait.  It 
is only then, when I change my 
perspective, that I surrender.  I start 
listening to Mother Nature (God).  
How quiet my world becomes when 
it is covered in snow.  Surrender and 
acceptance brings me peace.  No 
longer am I driven to distraction with 
“to do” lists.  Like the earth 
blanketed in snow, I am nestled with 
my thoughts.  My mind and body are 
stilled.  God has given me a two-day 
“time-out” from the craziness of my 
life.  I have been given a gift: the gift 
of time.  It is my personal time to 
think, rest and renew.  Thank you, 
God. 
 

This is my view of the message of 
Lent: a time to surrender, accept, 
ponder, rest and be refreshed.  Lent 
is an intense time and a special time 
to center oneself.  Within the quiet 
and solitude, there is time for 
inspiration and growth.  Only after 
the darkness of winter (Lent) can we 
experience the light of spring 
(resurrection). 
 

The music of Lent reflects Jesus’ 
experiences, which intensify during 
Holy Week.  Through the music, we 

allow 
ourselves to 
feel 
emotionally 
what Jesus felt 
viscerally.  It is 
during Jesus’ 
final week on 
earth that we 
experience a 
wide range of 
emotions from the happiness of 
Palm Sunday, to the shock of His 
arrest, to the pain of His crucifixion, 
to being in awe of His capability to 
forgive, and to the grief of His death.  
It is only through His resurrection 
that we once again experience the 
pure joy of Easter Day. 
 

It is a comfort knowing that with the 
dark comes the light.  Each of us has 
our own sorrow and must walk our 
own journey.  In your Lenten 
journey, may you find solace and 
inner strength in the dark while 
waiting for joy in the Light.  May the 
music of Lent and Holy Week fortify 
you for the journey. 

Peace,   Pam 

Pam Goody, Music Director 

Lenten Services/Choir Anthems 
 

 

Ash Wednesday Service, February 18: 7pm  
Choir will sing “Appalachian Lord’s Prayer,”  
by R. Sowash and  “I Will Bow,” by F. Chatfield. 
 

Sunday, February 22: Lent 1 at 10am 
“Deep Within” by D. Haas. 
 

Sunday, March 1: Lent 2 at 10am 
“Remember Not, Lord, our Offenses” H. Purcell  

Sunday, March 8: Lent 3  at 10am 
“There Is a Balm in Gilead” Spiritual with 
Kathryn Mortimer, oboe  

Sunday, March 15: Lent 4 at 10am (“Mid-Lent”) 
“How Can I Keep from Singing,” an American 
Tune/arranged by K. Clarke 
Sunday, March 22: Lent 5 at 10am “Miserere 
mei Deus” (Have Mercy on Me) by A. Lotti 

A Lenten Challenge! 
From Julia Baker, Parish Administrator 

The question of “What to give up for Lent” has always been an 
interesting one for me to think about. Do I give up something that 
would be easy to do…like committing to not eating eggplant for 40 
days. Or something that would be slightly more difficult…like not 
eating baked potatoes with butter and sour cream for 40 days. Or 
something really difficult…like not drinking wine for 40 days. But 
the question that always comes to mind is, does God actually care 
if I don’t eat eggplant, potatoes or drink wine, I don’t think so! 
 

So what I have decided to do this Lenten season is to sacrificially 
take something up that I would not usually do, and in the process I 
am inviting each of you to join me. I will be leading Morning Prayer 
on each Tuesday Morning during Lent (February 24, March 3, 10, 
17, and 24) at 8:00am in the Chapel. Please consider joining with 
me during this Lenten season and take up something different! 
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HOLY WEEK MUSIC 

 

March 29—Palm Sunday  10:00am 
 

The Congregation meets in Upper Parish Hall for the 
blessing of the palms.  Everyone processes outdoors, 
waving palm branches and singing “Prepare Ye.”  Entering 
into the Sanctuary, we all sing “All Glory, Laud and Honor” 
to mark the festal day.   Choir’s anthem: “Love Bade Me 
Welcome,” poem by G. Herbert/music by D. Hurd. 
 

April 2—Maundy Thursday 
 

7:00pm: Choir’s musical offerings include “I Give to You a 
New Commandment,” by P. Nardone and “Spirit of God,” 
by S. Lole. 
 

April 3—Good Friday Services 
 

12:00 Noon: Good Friday Liturgy from Book of Common 
Prayer.  This service will be held in the Chapel. 
 

3:00pm: Children’s Service in the Chapel.  While labeled 
as “children’s service,” this interactive service will touch 
everyone of any age.  Kim Lysaght leads the children on 
the Holy Week journey with Jesus, beginning with Palm 
Sunday, breaking bread together, washing feet, learning 
of Jesus’ death and experiencing the Resurrection.  This 
service is beautifully moving. 
 

6:45pm: Prelude to Tenebrae Service.  Instrumental and 
vocal selections set the mood for the drama that is about 
to unfold.  Guest instrumentalists are Bruce Goody, flute 
and Susan Trackman, cello. 
 

7:00pm: Tenebrae Service “Shadows”  This dark, somber 
service is a Christ Church tradition, depicting the last day 
of Jesus’ life. The Passion story is told through scripture 
followed by vocal and instrumental music.  Candles are 
extinguished after each reading, until there is only 
darkness.  Thunder, lightning, darkness and stillness are all 
part of the dramatic story. Experience, first-hand, the re-
telling of Christ’s last moments on earth. Please note: due 
to the dramatic nature of the program, this evening’s 
service is not appropriate for children under the age of 10 
or those who are easily startled.   
 

April 5—Easter Day 
Two services—9:00am & 11:00am 

Experience the joy of Easter!   
 

Guest instrumentalists: Mike Peipman, trumpet and Bruce 
Goody, flute.  Music will include GF Handel's "Hallelujah 
Chorus" (from 'Messiah') plus celebratory music of flute, 
trumpet and organ.  

 

 

INVITE A FRIEND TO  

CHRIST CHURCH  
 

All services at Christ Church are open to the 
public.  This Lenten season is the perfect time to 
invite your friends to experience the beauty of 
worship and music at Christ Church.  We are the 
only church in town that has Tenebrae Service 
on Good Friday (6:45pm for adults or older 
children who aren’t easily startled.)   
 

Our children’s Good Friday Service at 3:00pm is 
geared for children.  This personal journey with 
Jesus is another spectacular drama not to be 
missed.  Invite your children’s friends. 

Christ Church 
Silent and Live Auction 

Food & Drinks! 

Music & Fun! 

SAVE the DATE!! 

Please mark your calendar and 

plan to attend a fun evening 

out at Christ Church. 
 

Auction items are being gathered. Please be in touch 
if you have a new item that you would like to donate 
or if you are able to help gather items and help with 
organizing this fun evening!  Please be in touch with 
Mary Ann or Rich to offer to help, or to offer an 
item. Details to follow.  
 

Mary Ann Ryan: 20mryan@gmail.com  

Rich Gatto: rich@gattoagency.com  

May 16, 2015 

6:00pm 
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 Circle of Hope has big news to share!   

Drop-off hours 
 

Monday 
 9:00am - 10:00am 

 

Tuesday 
 4:00pm - 5:00pm 

 

Wednesday 
9:00am - 10:00am &  

3:00pm - 4:00pm 
 

Thursday 
10:00am - 11:30am 

 

Saturday 
9:00am - 11:00am 

COH is having a BIG fundraising event 
called Revival, which is a two-day 
home design showcase featuring ten 
home vignettes of previously owned 

furniture and accessories all wrapped up in a party.  
These restored and repurposed pieces will be for sale 
through a silent auction.  Co-sponsored by Needham 
Bank and Dedham Savings, the Revival Preview Party 
takes place March 28th and 29th at the Marriott 
Residence Inn in Needham.  Preview Party 
ticketholders will be the first to view and bid on the 
ten vignettes in a cocktail party setting complemented 
with live music. On March 28th, as a ticketholder you 
can enjoy the cocktail party, live music, preview the 
pieces and bid on the items you want. Come back on 
the 29th between noon and 4pm for more fun and see 
what you’ll take home. The proceeds of Revival will 
enable Circle of Hope to serve Boston's homeless and 
at-risk children, women, and men by providing 
essential clothing for dignity and health, school and 
work, and a future of self-sufficiency. For tickets or 
more information contact Kate Maguire at 
Kate@circleofhopeonline.org or visit our website. 
 

In other big news, a small group of Circle of Hope 
board members has been working quietly and 
tirelessly behind the scenes to raise funds to purchase 

a cargo van to deliver our donations all over Greater 
Boston. We’ve been telling the story of how a cargo 
van will transform the way we serve poor and 
homeless individuals and families. A cargo van carries 
as many donations as we can jam into three or four 
volunteers’ cars.  And, in the winter we won’t have to 
make the heart-wrenching choice between delivering 
warm coats, bedding or clothing to each shelter. We’re 
announcing [insert drumroll] the arrival of the new 
COH cargo van! [Insert our grateful applause] We 
thank our board members who gave so generously and 
campaigned relentlessly until we achieved this pivotal 
milestone for Circle of Hope. Soon you’ll see our cargo 
van rolling out and serving our brothers and sisters in 
deep need! 

The Intercessory Prayer Group is 
having a Pot Luck Dinner 
on Monday, February 16 at 6:00pm. We will 
meet in Upper Parish Hall.  
 

Following dinner and conversation, we  will 
have a discussion on symbols in our church 
service, familiar to the Episcopal Church 
tradition.  All are welcome! Please feel free to 
bring some (nut-free) food to share and a 
friend or two for an enjoyable evening. 

COH has a cargo van!  

Intercessory Prayer Group 
Pot-Luck Dinner 

Holly Hartman 
hhhartman@comcast.net 

or 781-449-4850 

Jeanette Duvall 
johnneeo@verizon.net or 

781-444-6055 

Summer trip to Haiti  to 
Visit Parish Partner 

 
Our annual visit to our parish 
partner in Lazil, Haiti will be  

August 22-29, 2015.  
 

We invite all parishioners to join 
us. If you are interested, please 

contact Emilie Hitron at  
617-820-1184.  

mailto:Kate@circleofhopeonline.org
mailto:johnneeo@verizon.net
tel:781-444-6055
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  Changes in our Worship For the Lenten Season 

 THE SOUL  
of LENT 

 

For Adults  
(and kids, too if 

they’d like)   
 

Chances are you know 
one of the 5 spirituals 
below, even if you 
don’t think you can 
sing.  Though originally 
sung by slaves, each of 
these songs touches on 
universal aspects of our 
faith. 
 

For the five Sundays in 
Lent, after the 10am 
service and some 
coffee hour 
refreshments, Nick will 
gather participants in 
the Memorial Room.  
We'll sing a spiritual, 
learn a bit about its 
history, look at some 
associated Bible 
passages, share how 
we are touched by 
what we've sung and 
read, and pray for the 
week ahead. Come to 
one or come to them 
all. You don’t need to 
be able to sing! 
 

February 22:  
This Little Light of 

Mine  
 

March 1:  
Swing Low, Sweet 

Chariot  
 

March 8:  
Let Us Break Bread 

Together 
 

March 15:  
My Lord, what a 

morning 
 

March 22:  
Were You There?  

 

Please see Nick 
with questions.  

Join us! 

On Ash Wednesday, February 18, we leave the 
season of Epiphany and enter the season of 
Lent (from the old English word for spring). 
This is the 40 days (not including the 5 
Sundays) in the Church year when we prepare 
for the great mystery of Easter. We move from 
the pastoral and evangelistic work of Jesus as 
heard in the Sunday Gospel passages, to his 
more demanding prophetic work. During Lent, 
Jesus challenges us to go deeper into the 
places within us that need to be realigned with 
God’s purposes for us. Our liturgies (from the 
Greek word “work of the people”) in Church 
give ceremonial substance to these changes. 
To that end, we will try something new in the 
Sunday services during the Lenten season. To 
that end, we'll make some changes in the 
Sunday services during the Lenten 
season. Some will look familiar, such as the 
change in liturgical color from green to purple, 
alterations in service music, the way we pray 
the psalm, and a new Eucharistic prayer.  Other 
changes may be new and unfamiliar, and I’d 
like to outline these here.  
 

No preludes or postlude at the 10am service: 
I have spoken with our music director Pam 
Goody, and she is a good sport in giving this a 
try.  As we enter the sanctuary, I ask that you 
find your way to your seat in as much silence as 
you can muster as you wait for the service to 
begin. It may be hard not to say hello to 
friends, but perhaps you can with sit with them 
in quiet prayer or contemplation. 
 

Why? Silent introspection is one of the 
conditions for hearing God’s voice. Some say 
that God’s first language is silence. For sure it is 
not the only one! I know that the Holy Spirit in 
music feeds me. However, I suspect that 
silence is under utilized by most of us. There is 
power in sitting quietly in a group.  
 

Prayers of the People We will switch to Form 
VI in the Prayer Book: found on page 392. The 
intercessor will lead us in corporate prayer 
with more specificity for the wider church, our 
elected officials, and the wider communities in 
which, and with which, we minister. In addition 
to speaking the names of individuals and 
occasional groups for which we pray, the 
intercessor will also speak the names of these 
others. 
 

Why? A greater focus and intentionality on 
prayer is another practice in the rhythm of 
Lent. We are a parish that cares passionately 
not only about one another, but also about 
reaching out in Christ’s name to the wider 
world. I believe our corporate, public prayer 

should reflect that passion in its specifics. I 
think we also need help, in a region historically 
rooted in the self sufficient and independent 
Congregational Church tradition, to remember 
that Episcopalians are in a web of wider 
relationships. Doesn’t it feel good to know we 
are being prayed for by name? 
 

And so, in the Prayers of the People, the 
intercessor will pray by name out loud on our 
behalf not only for individuals in our parish 
who are ill or struggling or who have asked for 
our prayers, and for those who have died, but 
also for our Presiding Bishop (Katherine Jefferts
-Schori – she is the chief pastor and teacher of 
the Episcopal Church); Alan and Gayle, the 
bishops of our Diocese; a Bishop and Diocese in 
the Anglican Communion (this changes every 
week), and the Archbishop of Canterbury 
(Justin Welby) in England, who is the spiritual 
head of the world-wide Anglican Communion, 
of which the Episcopal Church is a part. In 
addition, all the parishes in our Diocese are on 
a prayer list called the Diocesan Cycle of 
Prayer. This list is sent to every parish. Each 
Sunday, our intercessor will lead us in praying 
out loud for the parishes so that each year, 
every parish, chaplaincy, mission, and ministry 
area in the Diocese gets prayed for.  
 

We will also be praying out loud by name for 
our elected leaders and for leaders throughout 
the world. Since the first Book of Common 
Prayer was written in 1547, Anglicans have 
always prayed for the secular authorities—in 
America we prayed for the King until the 
American Revolution. Praying this way is 
Biblical: St. Paul practically commands it in 
Chapter 13 of his letter to the Romans. But 
praying for a leader by name in corporate 
prayer in no way declares support for that 
leader’s party, politics or policies; far from it. In 
fact, the Spirit may then lead us individually 
into even deeper prayer on behalf of a leader 
whose policies we find unwise or even 
repugnant.  We are simply lifting up before 
God fallible human beings who have incredibly 
difficult, perhaps impossible jobs, and who 
have the power and authority to do great 
damage and great good.  
 

I hope these simple changes during Lent help 
us live more deeply into a personal relationship 
with God that grounds the public proclamation 
of our faith. I appreciate the parish giving them 
a try. Please seek me out for further 
conversation if you have questions, concerns, 
or comments.  

   Nick + 
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  News from St. Luc’s, Haiti, by Emilie Hitron 

I wanted to report back to my 
church about how your partners in 
Haiti are doing. I had a brief but 
intense visit with St. Luc’s. The 
primary purpose of my visit was to 
hire a new nurse, since our last 
nurse, Rigan, left in August. I am 
happy to report  that we have a 
wonderful new nurse in place that I 
have every confidence will do a 
wonderful job. 
 

The photo you see here is of the 
foundation for a new church. The 
previous church was destroyed in 
the earthquake five years ago, and 
since then the congregation has 
been worshipping in the old school 
building you see in the 
background—also substantially 
damaged, but still standing. The 
congregation has been doing its best 
to try to raise money for building 
materials. They are poor financially, 
but rich in spirit. They felt as an act 
of faith, they needed to do what 
they could and not hope for money 
that may never come. The entire 
congregation chose a day,  and men, 
women and children started out at 
first light and headed down a steep 
ravine that runs in the back of the 
church property to the bottom 
where they knew were usable rocks. 
The men and women each carried a 
rock on their head back to the 

church, and the children carried the 
smaller rocks in their hands. They 
made trip after trip until they lost 
the light, and in the next few days 
laid this foundation. The next step 
will be to buy concrete blocks. They 
know that whatever blocks they are 
able to buy will also need to be 
carried on their heads from the 
paved road a two-hour walk away. 
 

Words cannot express how this 
foundation moves me. How many of 
us would be willing to give this much 
for our church? More money would 
of course make their efforts easier 
and a time may come when I ask for 
your help rebuilding St. Luc’s. I know 
well we have our own structural and 
maintenance issues here at Christ 
Church that regularly eat at our 
budget. For now, I ask that you keep 
this faithful congregation in your 
regular prayers. 
 

There is also plenty to be said about 
the goat project. All the does are 
pregnant and one has delivered. One 
buck is underperforming and I am 
soliciting veterinary advice on how 
to deal with this. School has 
reopened after the Christmas break 
with a drastically reduced 
enrollment. Father Desire, the priest 
at St. Luc’s,  named a new director,  
so at present the school is in a bit of 

a transition. A high percentage of 
the students are enrolled in the 
music program, but they need more 
instruments. They currently need to 
share trumpets and saxophones, and 
Anielle, the music teacher, would 
also love a set of drums. If anyone 
knows of trumpets or saxophones 
that are not being used we can take 
them with us in August. We can’t 
bring a drum, but Anielle tells me he 
can buy one for $50 in Haiti. If 
someone feels moved to make a 
donation, I know he and the 
students would be very grateful. 

The church’s solar panels generated 
2,747 kwh of electricity in the month 
of January.  This saved the church about 
$151 for the month.  
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 Many Thanks all Around! 

Giving Tree Team Thanks Parishioners... 
Christ Church did it again...bringing good cheer to many, 
many people at Christmastime!  Thank you to all who 
participated in putting smiles on the faces of the recipients of 
our Giving Tree donations at the holidays! We received thanks 
from both of the organizations we serve, including a huge 
packet of amazing, handmade thank-you cards from 
Shepherd House residents for whom we donate the Women’s 
Winter Care bags and gifts for their children. Here are few of 

the incredible notes we received which show what an important ministry this 
is.  Alyssa Kense, Mandy Mulliez, Harding Ounanian, Jr., Donna Vello 

“Thank you for all 
your loving grace 
and kindness. The 
care that you 
expressed leaves 
me deeply 
humbled. Most 
important it has 
strengthened my 
faith in 
humankind.” 

“Thank you so much for the presents for our kids. On 
that day of Christmas I hadn’t seen my son for over nine 
months. By the grace of God, I was able to see him. He 
is seven years old. When I saw my Dad park the car I 
opened the door crying. My son saw me and ran right 
into my arms. I was not going to have anything , no 
presents at all to give him. But, Thanks to you, 
whomever you may be, I did. God Bless you and yours 
always. I don’t know who you are, but God does and I 
will always have you in my prayers for giving me and 
my little boy the Best Christmas ever! He was ecstatic!! 
And GOD will always protect and Bless you and yours.” 

TABLE LEADERS 

Connie Barr 

Kim Rutherford 

Jane Lane 

Joanne Neale 

Winnie West 

Ellie Wainwright 

Dave Serrano 

TABLE HELPERS 

Jeanette Duvall 

Barbara Pitney 

Julia Baker 

Marcia Mather 

Kathleen Kelly 

Stefano Migliuolo 

Bill Eichold 

Hope  Anderson 

DECORATIONS 

Becky Lingard 

Duff Lingard 

PROMOTION 

Donna Vello 

Julia Baker 

Tracey Antaya 

Lynn Campbell 

PIZZA & BEVERAGES 

CEC YOUTH GROUP 

ACCESS CONTROL 

Dusty Hecker 

Bill Hagar 

Stan Hitron 

Phil Bergen 

SETUP  
& CLEANUP 

Betsy Keener 

Bob Keener 

Jeff Murphy 

Emilie  Hitron 

Stan  Hitron 

Mike Beagan 

FINANCE 

Duncan Allen 

Bari Weiss 

The Holiday Gift Shop 

Appreciates your support! 

Everyone that SHOPPED at the Holiday Gift Shop 

Everyone that DONATED to the Holiday Gift Shop 

Everyone that HELPED make the Holiday Gift Shop a SUCCESS! 

Special Thanks to the HGS Chairpersons 

 “Today I got the Christ 
Church Valentine's Day 
package. How did I get so 

old????! I remember MAKING 
these for college kids and now 
I'm getting one? COOKIES!  And 
brownies!  And candy!  It was a 
nice way to brighten up a Friday. 
They gave me lots of goodies 
and I can't wait to eat them.” 

Valentine Cookies 
Have Been Delivered! 
...and the verdict is in! Thank you 
to all who participated with the 
cookie gift packages that we sent 
off to our students away at 
college or in the military.  We 
have heard back from some of 
the students and they are very, 
grateful! Here is an exuberant 
‘thank you’ from a student: 

MaryAnn Ryan 

Emilie Hitron 

Rich Gatto 
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ALTAR GUILD CHANGE 
 

For over a decade now, Bea Dagdigian and Liz Dennett have ably 
served as co-Directresses of the Christ Church Altar Guild. Having 
offered themselves with such faithfulness to a position that requires 
much dedication, the time is now right for them to enjoy a much-
deserved rest.  
 

I have asked Barbara Brailey if she would accept the call to be the 
next Directress of the Altar Guild, and she has agreed, effective Ash 
Wednesday, February 18th. 
 

We are full of gratitude to Bea and Liz for their service, and are 
thankful for Barbara’s willingness to assume this critical role. The 
altar is truly at the center of our worship; without the public worship 
of God, Christ Church would have no purpose. Members of the Altar 
Guild have as their sacred calling the care and preparation of our 
altar and many of the elements that go into worship. We are grateful 

Come to Camp! 
 

For the past 5 summers, Nick has 
spent a week at the Barbara C. 
Harris Camp and Conference Center 
in Greenfield, New Hampshire as a 

summer chaplain. This camp is a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Massachusetts and serves children from 4th grade to 12th grade. He has 
been delighted to share that experience with kids from parishes he has 
served. Nick will be there again this summer, during the week of Session I, 
June 28 to July 4, 2015. 
 

The cost is remarkably reasonable for a week of sleep-away camp packed 
with fun, fellowship. Scholarship funds are available. 
 

A number of Christ Church youth have spent enjoyable weeks there 
throughout the years. To be connected with them and hear their stories, 
contact Nick, who himself would also love to 
tell you more. Also, go to http://bchcenter.org/
camp/camp-home/. 

Dorothy Rifai, Jim Prescott and Brian Mukherjee have just 
completed their three-year term on the Vestry. Thank you for 
the time and commitment you have made to serve Christ 
Church! Your talents and insight have helped to guide the 
church through these past three years and that is much 

appreciated! 
 

We welcome incoming Vestry members, Charlie Davis, Stan 
Hitron, Ellen Volpe and Dusty Hecker. We look forward to 
learning more about each of you and thank you for your 
willingness to serve. 

Thank  you  and  we l come  t o  Ve s t ry !  
 

Congratulations to Clifford Kurker, 
grandson of Fran Kurker, who will 
finish his career at Needham High 
School as a two-year, two-
sport, Varsity starter. As a 
captain of the football 
team he has helped lead 
the team back to back 
home playoff games and a 
Bay State Conference 
Championship. He has also 
been recognized by ESPN 
for making it onto the 
"Sportscenter Top 10 Plays" two 
years in a row for electrifying punt 
returns. On the lacrosse field he 
showed great leadership and 
playmaking ability, playing a major 
role in the Rockets 2014 Bay State 
Conference Championship Season 
and deep playoff run. His 
versatility makes him a scoring 
threat from both Attack and 
Midfield. This upcoming season he 
is determined to display his 
athleticism and hard work ethic. 
Clifford looks forward to attending 
UMass-Lowell next fall, where he 
will play lacrosse. 

Treasurer’s Note 
 

Statements of contributions to 
Christ Church received in calendar 
2014 were mailed out at the end 
of January.  Please remember that 
the US Internal Revenue Service 
requires that ‘for any contribution 
of $250 or more….you must 
obtain and keep in your records a 
contemporaneous written 
acknowledgment from the 
qualified organization’. 
 

If you made a contribution in 2014 
and have not received a 
statement, please let the 
Treasurer (Duncan Allen) or 
Comptroller (Bari Weiss) know. 

News from the Pews 
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**All Night Vigil** 

After the Maundy Thursday service our 

experience turns ever inward as we struggle 

with the disciples to stay awake and pray 

with Jesus at the Garden of Repose during 

the all-night Vigil. 

 February  15-Ea s t e r  2015 Ca l endar  
February 15—Sunday 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     No church School 
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     11:30am  Intercessory Prayer Meeting 
 

February 16 
     5:30pm  Intercessory Prayer Dinner 
 

February 17 
     9:30am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
     11:00am Staff Meeting 
     6:00pm Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
 

February 18—Ash Wednesday 
     7:00am  Holy Eucharist and  
             Imposition of Ashes 
     10:00am  Bible Study 
     Noon Holy Eucharist and  
             Imposition of Ashes 
     7:00pm  Holy Eucharist and  
             Imposition of Ashes 
 

February 22—Sunday, Lent I 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     No Church School 
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     11:30am  The Soul of Lent 
     5:30pm  Confirmation 
     5:30pm   Youth Group 
 

February 23 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies  
February 24 
     8:00am  Morning Prayer—Chapel 
     9:30am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
     11:00am  Staff Meeting 
 

February 25 
     10:00am  Bible Study 
     Noon  Holy Eucharist—Chapel 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies  
     6:00pm Lenten Dinner and Discussion  
 

February 26 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies  
     7:00pm  Choir 
 

February 27 and 28 
     Vestry Retreat 
 

March 1—Sunday, Lent II 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School 
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     11:30am  The Soul of Lent 
     5:30pm Confirmation 
 

March 2 
     10:00am  Knitting Ministry 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
 
 
 
 

March 3 
     8:00am  Morning Prayer-Chapel 
     9:30am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
     11:00am  Staff Meeting 

     7:00pm  Property 
 

March 4 
     10:00am  Bible Study 
     Noon  Holy Eucharist—Chapel 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
 

March 5 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
     7:00pm  Choir 
 

March 8—Sunday, Lent III 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     9:00am Shelter Cooking 
     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School 
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     5:30pm  Confirmation  
 

March 9 
    10:00am  Monday Lunch 
    2:00pm  Study Buddies 
 

March 10 
     8:00am  Morning Prayer—Chapel 
     9:30am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
     11:00am Staff Meeting 
     7:00pm  Finance 
 

March 11 
     10:00am  Bible Study 
     Noon  Holy Eucharist—Chapel 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
    6:00pm Lenten Dinner and Discussion  
 

March 12 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
     7:00pm  Choir 
 

March 15—Sunday, Lent IV 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School 
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     5:30pm  Confirmation  
     5:30pm  Youth Group 
 

March 16 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
 

March 17 
     8:00am  Morning Prayer—Chapel 
     9:30am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
     11:00am  Staff Meeting 
     7:00pm  Vestry 
March 18 
      10:00am  Bible Study 
     Noon  Holy Eucharist—Chapel 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
 

March 19 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
     7:00pm  Choir 
 

March 20 and 21 
Confirmation Retreat—BCHCC 
 

March 22—Sunday, Lent V 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School 
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

March 23 
      2:00 pm  Study Buddies 
 

March 24 
     8:00 am  Morning Prayer-Chapel 
     9:30am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
     11:00 am Staff Meeting 
     7:00pm  Finance 
 

March 25 
     10:00am  Bible Study 
     Noon  Holy Eucharist—Chapel 
     2:00 pm  Study Buddies 
     6:00pm Lenten Dinner and Discussion  
 

March 26 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
     7:00pm  Choir 
 

March 29— Palm Sunday 
     8:15am  Liturgy of the Palms and Holy  

Eucharist, Rite I 
     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School 
     10:00am  Liturgy of the Palms and Holy 

Eucharist, Rite II 
 

March 30—Monday of Holy Week 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
March 31—Tuesday of Holy Week 
     8:00am  Morning Prayer—Chapel 
     9:30am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
     11:00am  Staff Meeting 
 

April 1—Wednesday of Holy Week 
     10:00am  Bible Study 
     Noon  Holy Eucharist—Chapel 
     2:00 pm  Study Buddies 
April 2—Maundy Thursday  
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
     7:00pm  Maundy Thursday Service 
     8:00pm  All Night Vigil ** 
 

April 3—Good Friday 
     Noon  Good Friday Service 
     3:00pm  Good Friday Children’s Service 
     7:00pm  Tennebrae 
 

April 4—Easter Saturday 
 

April 5—Easter Sunday 
Please bring flowers to decorate the cross 
     9:00am  Festal Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     10:30am  Easter Egg Hunt—Patio 
     11:00am  Festal Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

April 6—Office Closed 
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The Visitor is the monthly/bi-monthly newsletter  
for and about members and friends of Christ Episcopal 
Church in Needham, MA.  Story ideas, written articles 
and photos with captions are encouraged and greatly 
appreciated. All efforts will be made to include  
submissions received on or before the deadline date. 
The Visitor staff reserves the right to edit articles when 
space is limited. 
 

All submissions, including digital photography, should 
be e-mailed to The Visitor editors, Harding Ounanian, Jr. 
at hardingo@verizon.net and Donna Vello at 
donna.vello@gmail.com. To view The Visitor in color, 
visit ccneedham.org and click on quick link. 
 

Deadline for the spring issue of the 
Visitor is April 10th. 

Clergy and Staff 
 

The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector    nick@ccneedham.org 

The Rev. Lynn M. Campbell, Assistant Rector    lynn@ccneedham.org 

The Rev. Holly H. Hartman, Deacon     hhhartman@comcast.net  

Pamela Goody, Music Director     pamela.goody@ccneedham.org 

Dylan Sauerwald, Organist      

Julia Baker, Parish Administrator     office@ccneedham.org 

Bari Weiss, Controller      control@ccneedham.org 

Michael Beagan, Sexton      office@ccneedham.org 
 

Officers 
 

Joe Leghorn & Liz Dennett, Wardens 
Duncan Allen, Treasurer • Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer 

David Carnahan, Clerk 
 

Vestry 
 

Myra Anderson • Charlie Davis • Lee Eichelberger • Rich Gatto   

Dusty Hecker • Stan Hitron • Brian Horrigan • Chris Jensen 

 Tim Lysaght • Mary Ann Ryan • Ellen Volpe • Ellie Wainwright 
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