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 Slow down amidst the noise and haste...make space for God 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

For prosperous westerners like us, Advent may be the 
most counter-cultural season of the Christian year. 
Advent – from the Latin for “coming” –  is about 
waiting, delaying gratification, slowing 
down, quieting down, simplifying, 
listening, and making room for God. The 
larger culture at this time is relentlessly 
impatient (I saw Christmas things for sale 
in October. I bet you did, too), hurried, 
loud, over-stuffed, goading us toward ever 
greater multi-tasking and consumption, all 
vaguely related to Christmas. 
 

It would be one thing if all this activity 
were about Jesus. But much of 
the busyness is about avoiding 
the emptiness and longing we feel inside. C.S. Lewis, 
paraphrasing the 17th century French philosopher 
Blaise Pascal, once wrote, "There is a God-shaped hole 
in the heart of every person.” 
 

Now there is nothing wrong with "things" or 
"busyness" per se. Things and activity are an irreducible 
part of human life. In fact, the conviction that God 
made the world and “pronounced it good” (Genesis 
1:31) is central to the Episcopal/Anglican understanding 
of God’s work in the world. Furthermore, the basic 

Christian mystery we are building toward this time of 
year is the Incarnation. This is the truth that God loved 
the world and its “thing-ness” and “activity” so much 
that God took human flesh to come among us as Jesus. 
 

The trouble comes when we crowd out the 
awareness and power of God with insatiable 
busyness and consumption. This we are 
prone to do. In fact, recent research suggests 
we would rather administer electric shocks 
to ourselves than be alone with our thoughts 
or longings (or with God). I’m not kidding. 
(Boston Globe, July 3, 2014) 
 

It is my hope and prayer that each of us will 
carve out the time we need this Advent to 

make space in our hearts for Emmanuel – 
Hebrew for “God with us.”  Perhaps taking 

part in the Advent Program that Christ Church is 
sponsoring through The Society of Saint John the 
Evangelist (SSJE) can help. (See page six for more 
information.) 
 

Slow down amidst the noise and haste. Make space for 
God, who loves us beyond all we can imagine. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

       Nick+ 
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 A Message from Lynn Campbell, Assistant Rector 

It was a full fall at Christ Church! At a recent vestry 
meeting I reflected on the active engagement I’ve seen 
from our families over the last three months. I know 
each family is balancing many different demands for 
their time, yet, Sunday after Sunday, we see families 
walking through the doors of the church. Kids rush to 
greet their friends while parents try to guide them to 
their church school class before making their way into 
the church. There is a spirit of joy in 
the halls, classrooms, and sanctuary. I 
hope you feel it too.  
 

We have been blessed with dedicated 
teachers this fall: Kim and Tim Lysaght, 
Diane Gaitley, Kevin Ruddy, Stan 
Hitron, Ingrid Melvin, Alexa Muckerjee, 
Joe Barr, and Virginia Carnahan along 
with additional parent helpers. Each of 
our three classes, Children’s Chapel, Gather ‘Round, 
and Middle School have spent time looking at scripture 
and talking about how it relates to their lives, exploring 
how to help people in need, and engaging in prayer 
and worship. A highlight for all classes was the Youth 
Worship Service in which all classes were assigned 
particular roles in the liturgy. Our young ones in 
Children’s Chapel enjoyed learning the The Lord’s 
Prayer, and talking about its meaning. The Gather 
‘Round class particularly appreciated a visit from Christ 
Church parishioner Nancy Lankford who shared her 
experience of helping to provide food for people who 
are unhoused.  It was a wonderful opportunity for our 
children to see how parishioners put their faith into 
action. A highlight for the Middle School class was their 
annual Haunted House, which raised $408.00 for Living 
Water, an organization that provides clean water to 
people living in poor countries. 
 

 

This wonderful energy is not limited to Sunday 
mornings. Our growing Youth Group (we had 16 teens 
at our last meeting!) tackled a high and low ropes 
course, braved a Haunted House, played a game of 
Sardines throughout the church building, reflected on 
where they see God at work in their lives, shared 
dinners, and began raising money for this year’s 
mission trip.  

 

On November 16th Christ Church 
families and friends joined in the 
Annual Apple Pie Making Party. 
Together we made 51 pies that were 
donated to the Needham Food Pantry 
and distributed to food pantry 
recipients along with all the fixings for 
a Thanksgiving meal.  

 

Our children and youth also took part in the 
Celebration of New Ministry for the Rev. Nick Morris-
Kliment. They served as crucifer, acolytes and lector. 
They also proudly presented Nick with a priest stole 
decorated with images of children the world over.  
 

December will provide more opportunities for our 
children and youth to participate in the Christ Church 
community, explore their faith, and put their faith into 
action through service. Perhaps your family will do 
something special together this Advent. You could light 
an Advent Wreath and offer a prayer together, plan a 
family service project, purchase a gift from the Giving 
Tree, or participate in “Praying Through Advent”  
(See page six for more information). 
 

I look forward to the ways God will be made known in 
and through us during this holy season. 
 

In Christ, 

  Lynn+  
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  A Message from our Wardens 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

On Christ the King Sunday, we 
listened to Mathew 25:31 – 36, that 
included the following, “For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 
naked and you clothed me, ill and 
you cared for me, in prison and you 

visited me. "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these sisters and brothers, you did for me.” 
Lynn’s sermon that day gave us much to think about as 
we approach the beginning of a new year. We reflected 
on what we heard and realized again, Christ Church 
generously follows Christ’s mission. 
 

We are a generous congregation. One must leave the 
financial ledger sheet to appreciate what we do year 
after year ministering to Christ’s flock here on earth. 
 

Our Treasurer reports that year after year, we 
contribute between $80,000 and $100,000 to advance 
our ministry goals, over and above what we commit in 
pledges. We provide Circle of Hope with a location for it 
to minister to the greater Boston community. We feed 
the unhoused in Boston. We support our youth as they 
venture forth on an annual mission to help those in 
need. We contribute to the health and education of our 

parish partner in Haiti. We minister to the homebound, 
the ill and the grieving in Needham. We make our 
facility available to groups like Alcoholics Anonymous to 
assist those seeking help in their lives. Seemingly, 
everything we do continues Christ work on earth.  
 

We note this not to gloat, but rather to reaffirm our 
dedication to Christ’s work. While we do much, there is 
so much more to do. So in this season of giving, while 
we prepare for the birth of the Christ Child, consider the 
Giving Tree, Shelter Cooking, Circle of Hope and the 
Needham Food Pantry as worthy as a gift. Also, consider 
a special holiday gift to Christ Church so we, together, 
can continue the work that we do ministering to the 
least, the lost, the last and the lonely of God’s children. 
 

Finally, during this season of joy and hope, appreciate 
and hold close your family and friends, because they are 
the most precious gifts from God. We wish to all of you 
a blessed and merry Christmas and a 
happy and healthy 2015.  To all, we 
hope the new year brings peace on 
earth. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Joe Leghorn & Liz Dennett, 
Wardens 

 Christ Church Annual Giving Tree 
The Giving Tree is up! Please stop into the Memorial Room 
and pick up your gift tags and a white bag to fill with winter 
supplies for women.  PLEASE...return your gifts to the church 
by Sunday, December 14th, or contact one of us to arrange a 
pick-up.  
 

Women's Winter Care Packages: We will be doing the 
Women's Winter Care Packages again. These are bags for 
the women living at Shepherd House, a program for 
women in recovery run by Victory Programs. The items we 
include in each bag are: hat, scarf, gloves or mittens, 
toothpaste and toothbrush, lip gloss, body/hand lotion 
and shampoo. You may add anything else to the bag 
(lipstick, night gown, jewelry, etc.) that you wish, including 
a note of encouragement to the woman who receives the 
bag. All are greatly appreciated! 
 

Gifts for Children: We are providing gifts for the children 
of the women living at Shepherd House and those tags are 
on the Giving Tree. Please take your tags and leave your 
contact information on the sign-up sheet. The gifts need to 
be wrapped and returned by Sunday, December 14th. 

 

Gift Cards for Women at Transition House: We are also 
sending gifts to Transition House, an abused women's shelter 
in Cambridge. At the request of the shelter director, we are 
again collecting $25 gift cards to Target. We will be collecting 
70 of these gift cards. Please let us know if you would like us 

to pick up a Target Gift Card for you. Please 
leave your contact information on the sign-
up sheet. 
 

 

Your gifts are so gratefully received each 
year. We are making a difference in 

people’s lives! If you have any questions 
feel free to contact a member of the Giving 

Tree team...and THANK YOU!  
 

 

Mandy Mulliez: mandysjm@hotmail.com  
 

Alyssa Kence: akence@hotmail.com 
 

Harding Ounanian, Jr.: 
hardingo@verizon.net 

 

Donna Vello: donna.vello@gmail.com 
or 617-584-2939 
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Dear Christ Church Family, 
 

Advent is upon us!  It seemed to 
happen so abruptly, and now we 
have to wait.  Waiting is difficult.  As 
Advent unfolds to the miracle of 
Christmas, it teaches us the lesson of 
patience.   Each of us needs 
something to help us through the 
long journey of Advent.  For some, it 
is daily meditation, following an 
Advent calendar or investing your 
time in helping others.  For some, 
the journey is experienced through 
music with its many moods that 
reflect the feelings of the season: 
yearning and anticipation of 
something as of yet unknown to 
come.  Music gives us comfort in a 
dark, quiet, uncertain time of year.  It 
rekindles childhood memories and 
binds us close to those we love.  We 
are preparing ourselves for new 
possibilities. 
 

Christ Church Choir will offer 
beautiful music throughout Advent 
and into Christmastide.  We have 
planned much to help you through 
this mysterious liturgical period.  
Expect the unexpected.  Here are a 
few of the specialties we offer this 
season: 
 

Advent I, Sunday, November 30: We 
open with a spiritual, “Keep Your 
Lamps!” with drum accompaniment, 
arranged by Andre Thomas.  The text 
reminds us to “Keep your lamps 
trimmed and burnin’, the time is 
drawin’ nigh.” 
 

Advent 2, Sunday, December 7: 
“E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come” 
by Paul O. Manz is a favorite. Kathryn 
Mortimer, oboist, will play 
“Pastorale” by D.M. Dicie.  The sound 
of the oboe evokes an image of a 
shepherd playing to his sheep. 
Advent 3, Sunday, December 14: 

10:00am Advent Lessons and Carols. 
At this service, nine scripture lessons 
will be read, each being followed by 
anthems or hymns. This is a Christ 
Church highlight of the year.  The 
program presents a variety of styles 
and moods to honor the feelings of 
Advent.  Our organist, Dylan 
Sauerwald, will play “Wachet 
auf!” (Sleepers Wake!).  The Choir 
will sing beloved chestnuts, “The 
Angel Gabriel,” “In the Bleak Mid-
Winter” by Harold Darke, Elizabeth 
Poston’s “Jesus Christ, the Apple 
Tree,” and a contemporary “Prepare 
the Way,” with surprise soloists.  
Peter Warlock’s “Bethlehem Down” 
and Morten Lauridsen’s “O Magnum 
Mysterium” (O Great Mystery) will 
give you chills at their sheer beauty. 
 

Wednesday, December 17, 7:00pm: 
Liturgy for the Longest Night is an 
annual tradition at Christ Church.  It 
is frequently called “Blue Christmas” 
and is quietly celebrated in the 
Chapel for those who want to step 
back from the hectic holiday season.  
It is a time of tranquility.  Take a 
moment to light a votive candle for 
yourself or in memory of a loved 
one.  If you have never attended this 
service, please come.  It is an 
intimate service to treasure in your 
heart. Mary Susan Convery will sing 
“Low, How A Rose.” 
 

Advent 4, Sunday, December 21:  
“The Angel Gabriel” is a traditional 
Basque carol, befitting the message 
given to Mary, the mother of Jesus.  
Donna Ames, mezzo-soprano, will 
sing “Schlafe, mein Liebster” (Sleep, 
My Dearest) by Bach. 
 
Wednesday, December 24, 
Christmas Eve.  Finally, the waiting is 
over; Jesus is born.  This afternoon 
and evening is filled with glorious 

music!  
 

A 4:00pm Family Service will be held 
in the Chapel. Children don costumes 
to recreate the nativity scene.  Mice, 
shepherds, Joseph and Mary are just 
a few among the cast.  Anyone 
wishing to be part of the festivities is 
invited to join in the throng.  The 
Christmas story is narrated while the 
carols help move the story line along.  
(See information elsewhere in this 
issue.) 
 

At 9:30pm in the main Sanctuary, 
the Choir will sing “Christmas 
Cantata” by Arcangelo Corelli and 
arranged by Richard Shephard. (see 
page five)  
 

At 10:00pm the Christmas Eve 
Eucharist Service is celebrated.  The 
Choir’s Offertory Anthem, “Gesu 
Bambino,” is a duet for choir and 
flute.  Bruce Goody will be our flutist.  
“O Holy Night,” a solo we look 
forward to each year, will be sung by 
soprano, Kim Lysaght. The service 
ends in candlelight as we sing “Silent 
Night” to usher in the birth of the 
baby Jesus. 
 

At 9:00am on Sunday, December 25, 
Christmas Day, morning prayer with 
Christmas Carols will be held in the 
Chapel. 
 

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a happy and healthy new year! 

 

Peace, 
   Pam 

“Music gives us comfort…” Pam Goody, Music Director 
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ABOUT SERVICE MUSIC 
 

Have you noticed in the Sunday 
bulletins, that the Gloria, Sanctus 
(“Holy, Holy, Holy”) and Fraction 
Anthem (“Alleluia”) have the letter ‘S’ 
before them?  The ‘S’ means ‘Service 
Music’ and is found at the front of the 
hymnal before Hymn # 1.  We sing 
service music at the beginning of the 
service as well as during Communion.  
While the words of each are the same, 
we have a variety of musical settings 
from which to choose.  We change 
them with each liturgical season. 
 

This Advent, we will be singing the most 
familiar settings of Franz Schubert.  
Later in the year, we will change it 
again.  Sooner or later, your favorite 
setting will reappear. 
 

Also, beginning with Advent 1 and 
throughout Advent, the Choir will chant 
the Psalms and the congregation will 
sing the Antiphon: “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel.” 
Originally, psalms were sung.  We will 
continue in an effort of authenticity. 

    Music Notes…      

CORELLI’S CHRISTMAS CANTATA—Christmas Eve 9:30pm 
 

Arcangelo Corelli's most famous work is the Concerto Grosso "per Natale" ("for Christmas"), Op.6 No.8, com-
posed in 1712. This version of the Corelli Christmas Cantata is scored for SATB, Soloists, Two Violins, Cello and 
Harpsichord and uses all the music from the Christmas Concerto in a choral arrangement. English composer 
Richard Shephard has added delightful choral and solo parts to this tuneful work.  It is destined to become a 
favorite for congregation and Choir. 
 

Instrumentalists:                                              Soloists: 
 

Violin 1                      Susan Krasner                            Soprano           Catherine Marchant 
Violin 2                      Francis Grimes                           Mezzo              Donna Ames 
Cello                          Susan Trackman                        Tenor                Christopher MacRae 
Harpsichord             Dylan Sauerwald                        Bass                  Mark Anderson 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC 
FUND 
 

Friends of Music Fund is 
earmarked solely for special 
music throughout the year.  It is 
through your generous 
contributions that we are able to 
present concerts and our 
Christmas Eve cantata.  
 

Donations of any amount are 
accepted throughout the year, 
but particularly at Christmas. 
 

Give the gift of music by making 
a donation in someone’s name.  
You can honor, thank, or 
remember a loved one in this 
way.  Please make your check 
payable to Christ Episcopal 
Church.  In the memo section of 
your check, please write: Friends 
of Music Fund. 
 

We thank you for past donations 
and look forward to future 
musical endeavors.   

ANNUAL MESSIAH SING 
 

Sunday, December 14 at 3:00pm 
at Carter Memorial United 
Methodist Church. The event is 
FREE of charge.  A reception will 
follow the concert in the newly 
renovated church.   
 

Join in the fun and the tradition 
of Needham’s “Messiah Sing.”  
The afternoon’s concert begins 
with Bell Choir’s festive songs of 
the season.  Next on the 
program is Handel’s “Messiah.”  
 

Dr. Millie Beane will conduct the 
instrumental ensemble with 
soloists in the Christmas portion 
of Handel’s “Messiah” ending 
with his famous “Hallelujah 
Chorus.”  The audience sings the 
choral movements.  Bring your 
own scores or borrow one at the 
door.  If you have never 
attended or participated in a 
“Sing,” this could be your year to 
do so.  It is so much fun and is a 
great way to feel the Christmas 
spirit. 
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  Praying Through Advent 

During Advent, we anticipate the coming of Christ, an 
event that awakens our deepest desires and longings. 
This Advent, you are invited to join the Brothers of The 
Society of Saint John the Evangelist (SSJE), your fellow 
parishioners, and Episcopalians/Anglicans worldwide 
in prayer and action. 
 

Subscribe to the SSJE Advent Calendar and, every day, 
a new gift will arrive in your inbox, offering you a 
moment of solace and reflection on the true meaning 
of Advent and the coming Christmas season. Each day, 
the calendar will reveal a special Advent word and  
accompanied by a beautiful image. Visit 
www.SSJE.org/adventword to subscribe. 
The reflection doesn't have to stop there. Meditate on 
that word throughout the day, and see if there is an 

image that moves you. Take a picture of it with your 
camera or smart phone and email it to Lynn 
(lynn@ccneedham.org,). You can also post it directly 
to our Facebook page. We will make our own Advent 
Calendar with images you contribute. Our homemade 
calendar can be an opportunity for meditation and a 
source joy for all of us. 

#AdventWord—A Global Advent Calendar 
 

For those of you on Twitter and/or 
Instagram, you can watch the Advent 
Calendar grow each day as people around 
the world add their Advent images.  

Claudia Yapp explains the benefits of regular 
meditation to the group 

A potluck dinner put on by the Intercessory 
Prayer Group was enjoyed by all who attended 

The Elections Committee will be 
hosting a candidate forum after the 
10:00am service on January 4, 2015. 
We will meet in the Chapel.  This is 
an opportunity for all members of 
the Parish to learn more about your 
fellow parishioners who have been 
nominated for one of our lay 
leadership positions and who have 
agreed to serve if elected at the 
annual Church meeting on January 
25, 2015.   A listing of the candidates 
along with some detail on their 
background will be mailed to all 
parish homes in mid-December so 
that you will have an advance look 
at who will be participating in this 
forum. 
 

Please feel free to contact any of the 
members of the Election Committee 
if you have any questions regarding 
this forum or our election process. 
 

The Elections Committee: 
Bill Hagar, Angela Ledbury, Jean 

McCarthy, Jeff Murphy, Dave Nichols 

 The Finance Committee invites  
all to a forum on the budget 

Interested in Christ Church's budget and budgeting 
process? Please come to an informational forum 
after each service on December 14th and January 
11th. All are welcome.  

Christ Church Elections –  
Candidate Forum 

Intercessory 

Prayer 
The Intercessory Prayer Group is 
a community of lay persons and 
clergy who pray for another, 
praying for specific people who 
have requested prayers for 
themselves or for other person(s) 
in need of physical, spiritual or 
emotional healing. Members of 
this faithful ministry pray in 
private, in their own way, and in 
community once a month.  All 
are welcome to join. Please 
contact Holly Hartman for more 
information. Holly can be 
reached at:  
hhhartman@comcast.net  

 

http://www.ssje.org/adventword
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  Advent & Christmas at Christ Church 

Wednesday — December 3 
7:00pm Women’s Group Social Hour  

 

Friday — December 5 
Confirmation Class City Reach Trip 

 

Sunday — December 7 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:00am Shelter Cooking  
9:45am Church School 
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
Noon  to 2:00pm Holiday Gift Shop 

 

Friday—December 12 
7:30pm Christmas Open House 

 

Sunday — December 14 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Lessons and Carols  

Wednesday—December 17 
7:00pm A Liturgy for The Longest Night  (Chapel) 

 

Sunday — December 21 
8:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite I   
9:45am Church School  
10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II   

 

Wednesday—December 24:  Christmas Eve 
4:00pm Christmas Pageant and Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
9:30pm Christmas Eve Concert    
10:00pm Festival Candlelight Choral Eucharist   

 

Thursday—December 25:  Christmas Day 
9:00am  Morning Prayer (Chapel) 

 

Please join us at the 
Holiday Gift Shop 

Sunday, December 7,  
11:00am - 2:00pm 

 

Thanks to the following for making 
this year's Holiday Gift Shop a 

wonderful success: 
 

Wreaths: Winnie West, Barbara Brailey, & 
Marcia Mather 

Jewelry: Connie Barr & helpers 

Arts & Crafts: Kim Rutherford, Jane Lane, 
& Sonya Pansuk 

Potted Bulbs: Joanne Neale 

Raffles: Jeanette Duvall, Rich Gatto, & 
Dave Serrano 

Baked Goods: Ellie Wainwright, Hope 
Anderson, & Debbie Rempis 

Ecclesia Ministries: Tim Green 

Photos: Tom Gaitley  

Decorations: Becky Lingard & family 

Setup/Cleanup:  
Dave Serrano, Rich Gatto, Emilie 
Hitron, & MaryAnn Ryan 

Cash Office: Bari Weiss & Duncan Allen 

Communications: 
MaryAnn Ryan, Christine Ruddy, & 
Gwen Scarborough 

Pizza Shop: Youth Group, Lynn Campbell, 
& Jim Prescott 

 

Thanks again to all the volunteers who 
made this event possible. 

 

Sincerely, the Co-Chairs, 
MaryAnn Ryan, Emilie Hitron,  

& Rich Gatto  
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  Stewardship Message by Emily Ounanian 

My name is Emily Ounanian, I am 16 
years old, a Junior at Dover-Sherborn 
High School and I have been attending 
Christ Episcopal Church since I was 
three-months old. I was baptized 16 
years ago, on November 1st, 1998 in 
the main church. I cannot remember a 
time when I was not a regular at this 
church. You could say our family has a 
history with this church, we have been 
attending Christ Episcopal Church since 
1955 and have been actively involved 
for the last 60 years.  
 

I essentially grew up in this church. I 
was part of the Children’s Choir, I was 
one of the last acolytes that our church 
had. I am a current member of our 
Youth Group and I volunteer every 
week at Circle of Hope. I went to 
Children’s Chapel, Gather Round, Rite-
13, and Confirmation Class. And 
although these programs have different 
names and age groups from when I was 
in the “system”, the programs still 
remain the same. I’m unsure of how 
my life will change when I go off to 
college in a year and a half, but the one 
thing I am sure of is that an Episcopal 
Church is a definite requirement. 
 

As I have grown up, many things have 
changed in my life. From moving 
towns, and trying countless sports, my 
environment has changed drastically as 
I have been through pre-school, 
elementary school, middle school, and 
currently, high school. Friend groups 
and other things have changed in my 
life, but this church and the people in 
it, for the most part, have stayed the 
same. And that is incredibly powerful 
to me. Having the ability to come to 
the same building and see the same 
people every week has been extremely 
therapeutic for me. 
 

When I was in 3rd grade, I had 
attended Nobles Day Camp in Dedham 
for a few years, and I was… ready to fly 
the nest for a week, or two. Now in 
retrospect, I haven’t really met any 3rd 
graders who really think like that. So in 
my search for an overnight camp, my 

mother and I weren’t finding anything 
that really stuck with me. Before we 
knew it, it was July and my mother and 
I couldn’t find anything. But then again 
I was also an incredibly picky child. So 
while out on a limb, my mother and I 
went asking around if anyone knew of 
a summer camp that I would like. And 
while at Church on a hot Sunday, we 
saw a pamphlet for the Barbara C. 
Harris Camp (BCH). The Camp is 
affiliated with the Diocese of 
Massachusetts and we decided to drive 
up to Greenfield, New Hampshire to 
take a look. After driving around in a 
golf cart with the camp director, I 
decided that this camp was definitely 
for me. And I, being the impatient 
person that I am, demanded that I 
attend the next session, which was just 
a few short days away.  
 

So we packed my duffle bag and 
bought a sleeping bag and prepared to 
send me to this “church camp” for a 
week. When my parents dropped me 
off for that week, none of us imagined 
how much I would love that camp. 
After the session 
was over, I 
demanded that I go 
for another week 
and my parents 
surprisingly obliged. 
I never grew old of 
going to BCH camp 
each summer. And I 
have gone back 
every year since.  
 

During the summer going into 
Sophomore year, Sam Gould, the 
former director of youth ministries 
approached me about Diocesan Youth 
Council. He said he had seen my love 
for the camp and asked me if I would 
be interested in helping run retreats 
during the school year similar to camp. 
As soon as I got home I started working 
on the application. I was so excited for 
the experience, and as a returning 
member of the Diocesan Youth Council, 
I can tell you that I am just as excited. 
 

Members of the Diocesan Youth 
Council represent the youth of the 
Diocese at Diocesan Convention. They 
also plan and run Diocesan youth 
events and work towards making the 
church a nurturing environment for 
spiritual growth for the young people 
in the Christian community. 
 

As a member of Diocesan Youth 
Council, I am encouraged to take up a 
project within the church each year. 
Last year I helped with the Gather 
Round Sunday school class and this 
year I am working on something a little 
different. My passion is working with 
others and being a mentor in the hope 
of mirroring the fabulous mentors I had 
growing up. This year, I am working 
with the Confirmation class as a youth 
mentor. The process of confirmation 
was one of my favorite Sunday School 
years. I enjoyed having the amount of 
freedom and trust that was given to us 
by Lynn (Campbell) and our other 
mentors. In class on Sunday mornings, 
we would not only talk about preparing 
for confirmation, but experiencing life 

as a Christian teen in the 21st 
century.  
 

Growing up in the 21st 
century isn’t easy. When I 
was still in elementary school 
I sometimes questioned why 
I got up early on Sunday 
mornings when my 
classmates didn’t. I didn’t 
understand at the time that 
the number of families across 

the nation that attend a church service 
regularly has been decreasing by 10% 
every decade. But as I have matured, I 
realized that if I was like my classmates 
and didn’t wake up early on Sunday 
mornings, I would be left with a large 
hole in my life. Christianity has 
provided me with support, advice, and 
relationships that will last for a long 
time. And I am incredibly thankful to 
Christ Church for providing me with 
such a great and individually beneficial 
opportunity that I don’t think I could 
receive anywhere else.  

Emily Ounanian 
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 Circle of Hope partners with the Monday Lunch Crew, by Barbara Waterhouse 

With the closure of Long Island 
Shelter in October hundreds of 
men and women who are 
homeless lost their only reliable 
source of food and clothing, 
along with a safe place to sleep. 
Our Christ Church Monday 
Lunch crew saw more guests 
coming for lunch, many sharing 
stories of lost clothing and 
increased anxieties with the 
shelter gone. That’s where 
Myra Anderson decided to take 
action. Myra created a new 
bridge to cross the divide 
between the generosity of 
Circle of Hope donors and the 

clothing needs of displaced guests. Myra connected 
with Jennifer McCracken, our very own 
deacon in training serving the MANNA 
program of the Episcopal Cathedral. 
Within days of their first email exchange 
Myra loaded 5 bags of warm men’s 
sweaters from COH and delivered them 
to the Monday Lunch. She returned the 
following two Mondays with coats, socks, 
hats, gloves, pants, and sweaters, 
launching Circle of Hope at the Episcopal 

Cathedral. This new satellite will operate every other 
Monday through the winter and provide guests with 
warm clothing and necessities, along with a healthy 
dose of kindness and warmth. 
 

Nancy Lankford, our Monday Lunch CEO, sent an email 
saying “ how happy I was for Shelter Cooking to be 
working hand in hand with Circle of Hope on Monday, 
thanks to Myra (with Barbara Brailey, Gwen Brown and 
Jen's help.) What a special joy after so many years of 
working so closely but parallel.” Nancy was moved by 
the “kind and respectful conversations with guests as 
clothes were requested, chosen and given.” Later 
Nancy spoke to a few guests as they left lunch “well fed 
and well clothed…happy and grateful...” 
 

To complete this circle of caring four members of the 
Monday Lunch guest community came out, with Jep 
Strait, dean of the Cathedral, to celebrate with Christ 

Church at Nick’s institution service. Our 
relationships deepen 
and new hope abounds 
as our circle widens. 

Drop-off hours 
 

Monday 
 9:00am - 10:00am 

 

Tuesday 
 4:00pm - 5:00pm 

 

Wednesday 
9:00am - 10:00am &  

3:00pm - 4:00pm 
 

Thursday 
10:00am - 11:30am 

 

Saturday 
9:00am - 11:00am 

 Study Buddies are POPULAR—Group now tutors three days per week 

Picking up on a lyric from the Broadway blockbuster, Wicked, “Popular, we are Popular…” 
So popular in fact that the original group from Christ Church has broken into three smaller 
ones. We now tutor kids at Mattapan’s Church of the Holy Spirit three days a week. A small 
contingent on Monday afternoon is supplemented by larger groups on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. There are presently eight Christ Church Study Buddies and several more considering 
joining. Space facilities at the Church of the Holy Spirit are limited, and our smaller groups allow 
better interaction and more concentrated study with the kids in the program.  
 

Each week we bring sandwiches and snacks (thanks to many CEC helpers) and after a quick 
break, we work with kids in arithmetic, English vocabulary, reading, 
geography assignments, history and more. Harding has even had to cram 
with a Sparknotes copy of Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible” in order to 
provide intelligent feedback to one of his high school students. “Watching 
the movie again may have been easier,” he said. 
If you would like to become a Study Buddy, there will be a few openings 
in late January. See Barbara Baker or Harding Ounanian, Jr. They can help 
make you POPULAR. 

Claire Anderson, senior captain 
of Needham High School 
Cheerleading, ran a successful 
men’s clothing drive from the 
football team to benefit the men 
displaced by the closure of Long 
Island Shelter.  

Largest COH clothing drive ever! 
L to R, Barbara Waterhouse, JC de 
Real, owner of CrossFit ONE Na-
tion, Jill Cotter, and Clair Windsor, 
COH Board member who created 
event  
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 News  f r om the  Pews  

Congratulations to 

Elizabeth Baker and 

Eric Smith who were 

married on October 

11, 2014. Elizabeth is 

the daughter of proud 

parents, Nardin and 

Julia Baker.  

Longwood Opera’s “Carmen” a HUGE 
Success! Performances max-out 
Fellowship Hall 
 

The weekend of November 7th proved to be an 
attendance record-breaker for Needham’s own 
Longwood Opera.  
 

The company performed Georges Bizet’s 
Carmen before huge and very enthusiastic 
crowds in Fellowship Hall on Friday, November 
7 and Sunday, November 9. Sunday’s 
attendance was so large that every available 
folding chair in Christ Church was needed to 
accommodate everyone.  Over 480 individuals 
saw the show during the production’s run, 
several enjoying it twice. 
 

Expertly directed by Scott Brumit with music 
direction by Jeffrey Brody and costumes and 
hats-off children’s chorus direction by Charlotte 
Brumit, Carmen presented a cast of 27, the 
largest of recent Longwood Opera productions. 
Familiar opera tunes combined with jealousy, 
rivalry and murder along with the story’s tight, 
fast pace added to the show’s attraction. 
 

And in case you missed the production, you can 
watch it on the Longwood Opera website 
(www.longwoodopera.org). 
 

Longwood Opera singers will be performing 
again during the New Year’s Eve Needham 
celebration. More details will follow soon on 
the Longwood Opera website. 

 

Longwood Opera extends its sincere 
appreciation to everyone at Christ Church who 

helped make Carmen such a grand success. 

Cast and crew of Longwood Opera’s “Carmen” 

Longwood Opera 

Thank you to James Benner for participating in 

collecting food for those in need at this holiday time! 

The Medfield Food Cupboard received much-needed 

support prior to Thanksgiving from the Powisset 

Farm Hens and Hogs, a 4-H club featuring members 

from many area towns. James represented Needham 

and the 4-H club collected 948 pounds of food as 

part of the National 4-H Food Drive in November. 

James, thank you for putting into practice the 

meaning of “feed my sheep.”  

Congratulations to John Benner who has been chosen 

to be one of the 2015 Needham High School Cross 

Country team captains! Great job John! 

http://www.longwoodopera.org
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December  2014 Ca l endar  

Thank you to the Parish 
 

As the formal transition activities wind down, I want to thank the parish for the outpouring of support for my 
family and me, and for the ministries that we share going forward. Nearly 150 people participated in the 
various meet and mingles, which were delightful occasions for food and fellowship. Thank you to those who 
attended, to the families who hosted, and to those who provided the refreshments. The service of institution 
was a joyfully uplifting time of worship and gratitude for our new ministry. Those gathered for that evening 
generously contributed over $1500 toward outreach with the Needham Community Council, Circle of Hope, and 
the Christ Church/St. Luc Parish Partnership in Lazile, Haiti. Thank you to all who attended, who helped put the 
service together, who participated in the service, who provided food and flowers for the lovely reception, and 

who made the building sparkle.  Nick+ 

December1 
     10:00am  Knitting Ministry 
 

December 2 
     9:30am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
     12:30pm  Staff Meeting 
     7:00pm  Property 
 

December 3 
     10:00am  Bible Study 
     Noon Holy Eucharist 
     7:00pm  Women’s Group Social 
 

December 4 
      2:00pm  Study Buddies 
      7:00pm  Choir 
 

December 5 
     10:00am  Wreath Making for Holiday Gift Shop 
     4:30pm  Confirmation—City Reach 
      5:00pm  Set for Holiday Gift Shop 
 

December 7—Sunday 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     9:00am  Shelter Cooking 
     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School 
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     Noon  Holiday Gift Shop  
 

December 8  
     10:00am  Monday Lunch Program 
 

December 9 
     9:30am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
     12:30pm  Staff Meeting 
     7:00pm  Finance 
 

December 10 
     10:00am  Bible Study 
     Noon  Holy Eucharist—Chapel 
 

December 11 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies  
     7:00pm  Choir 
 

December 12 

     7:00pm  Christmas Open House 

 

December 14—Sunday 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School 
     10:00am  Lessons and Carols 
     11:30am  Confirmation 
     5:30pm   Youth Group 
 

December 16 
     9:30am  Pastoral Response Ministry 
     12:30pm  Staff Meeting 
     7:00pm  Vestry 
 

December 17  Flower Memorials Deadline 
     10:00am  Bible Study 
     Noon  Holy Eucharist—Chapel 
      7:00pm  A Liturgy for The Longest Night 
 

December 18 
     2:00pm  Study Buddies 
     7:00pm  Choir 
 

December 21—Sunday 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     9:30am  Childcare 
     9:45am  Church School 
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

December 23 
     10:00am  Greening of the Church 
 

December 24—Christmas Eve 
     4:00pm  Christmas Pageant and Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
     9:30pm  Christmas Eve Concert 
     10:00pm  Festival Candlelight Choral Eucharist 
 

December 25—Christmas Day 
     9:00am  Morning Prayer—Chapel 
 

December 26 
     Office Closed  
 

December 28—Sunday 
     8:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

December 29, 30, and 31 
     Office Closed 
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The Visitor is the monthly/bi-monthly newsletter  
for and about members and friends of Christ Episcopal 
Church in Needham, MA.  Story ideas, written articles 
and photos with captions are encouraged and greatly 
appreciated. All efforts will be made to include  
submissions received on or before the deadline date. 
The Visitor staff reserves the right to edit articles when 
space is limited. 
 

All submissions, including digital photography, should 
be e-mailed to The Visitor editors, Harding Ounanian, Jr. 
at hardingo@verizon.net and Donna Vello at 
donna.vello@gmail.com. To view The Visitor in color, 
visit ccneedham.org and click on quick link. 
 

Deadline for the January/February issue 
of The Visitor is Sunday, January 25th 

Clergy and Staff 
 

The Rev. Nicholas Morris-Kliment, Rector    nick@ccneedham.org 

The Rev. Lynn M. Campbell, Assistant Rector    lynn@ccneedham.org 

The Rev. Holly H. Hartman, Deacon     hhhartman@comcast.net  

Pamela Goody, Music Director     pamela.goody@ccneedham.org 

Dylan Sauerwald, Organist      

Julia Baker, Parish Administrator     office@ccneedham.org 

Bari Weiss, Controller      control@ccneedham.org 

Michael Beagan, Sexton      office@ccneedham.org 
 

Officers 
 

Joe Leghorn & Liz Dennett, Wardens 
Duncan Allen, Treasurer • Janet Haines, Assistant Treasurer 

David Carnahan, Clerk 
 

Vestry 
 

Myra Anderson • Lee Eichelberger • Rich Gatto • Stan Hitron  

Brian Horrigan • Chris Jensen • Tim Lysaght • Brian Mukherjee 

Jim Prescott • Dorothy Rifai • Mary Ann Ryan • Ellie Wainwright 
 

 

Christ Episcopal Church 
 

1132 Highland Avenue • Needham, MA 02492 • 781- 444-1469  
www.ccneedham.org 
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the Christ Church office. You will still be able to access the color version on the church website (ccneedham.org) or 
through a link on the Friday email blasts. Julia can be reached at 781-444-1469 or at office@ccneedham.org. Thank you. 
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Christmas Flower  

Offering Envelopes 

 
The Christmas Flower Offering Envelopes will not 

be mailed this year, you may pick up an envelope in 

the Narthex, Upper Parish Hall, in the office or fol-

low the link in Friday’s email blast.  Please return 

envelopes to the office by December 17th. 


